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'TO THERIGHT VV OR- 
SHIPFVLL, HIS- VERY GOOD 


| PATRON, SIR Avevsrixz Ni- 
c 0.1L s, Knight, Sergeant at the Law ; 


2 
the glorious comforts af Grace here, and the 
bleſſedreſje of immorialitie berecfter, 


EA Ir,l having beenoften and much fol- 
2s) liciced with varieticand iteration of 

—D—15 ſtrong importunitie;topubliſhand 
JS W 2 J| 1<t paſle inco tho eye ofthis cenſo- 
or Ne - rious'world;' theſe, the very firſt 
tel =O $1 fruirs and effaies of mine imploy- 

TooToo ment'andbuſindfſenin theiMiniſte- 
ry; didapprehend and imbracethisſealon with. ber= 
rer contentment, and with more cheerefulnes addrefſe 
ind compoſe my ſelfe thereunto ; becauſe T did fee 
gpporcunitie bfferedthereby; to let appeare abroad | 


| 


| 


full, and more then ordinary favourunto mee;'and | 


integriri | in diſcharging your hands, and'fairhful- | 
ly difpoſing that - portion of 'the Churches 'parri- | 


| mony committed to your truſt and conſcience. An | 


affaire (rhough in theſe deſperately ſinful times, fear» 


my thankefull acknowledgement” of your reſpec | 


2 publike reſtimonie of yout worthy andexemplary: | 
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| fully and accurſedly abufed)ofhigh : waighty con- 
| Rquence,and of greatpower;as it ſhall be diſcharged 
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| tion, orto repaire and advance ir to better ſtare, and 
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with conſcience, or corrtprion:cither further to ruine 


| our Church,atid bring itro more milcric and deſola- 


| more happincſſe. For mine owne particular,it bath ſo 
| pleaſed God to guide your heart in this buſtneſſe,and 


"26 at. "oh 


to bleſſe me with his providece, that wheras roo.ma- 


livings Simonically and..corruptly , doe certainely 
| pull upon their owne heads,ſfoules and bodies, goods 
| andpoſteritie,a heavy and horrible * curſe; and (hall 
thereby make their accolat ro bee withour favour ar 
the laſt day : and whereas many worthy men (atrer 
| they: have -wearied: and waſted their bodies and 


worn-out their hopes with long and tedious expeRa- 
tion, purſuite, and dependance). come at. length with 
| much.a.doe,toing! ar.matters;and whetralt is done, 

tris wellifthey elatpealtvalling and gaſh ofcon(ci-.: 
ence, ſuch is rhe ſtrange iniquitic ofthetimes ! yer [ 
fay, [o'worthily have you dealt with, mee, and ſo up- 
tightly inthe Churches cauſe,| that upon your owne 


firſtmotionyouſent unto mee,.to accept the place, [ 
now enjoy from you ; and offered mee a faire, a free 


| owneſaule,' I hold moſt deareand precious) , when 
neither fought after, nor thought upon. prefermenr. 
| This your rare and ſingular bountie, did at the very 


 and'comfortable paſſage tothe exerciſcof my, Mini. | 
\ ſtery abroad (which next-unco the falyarion of as | 


firſt affe& mee with aſecrer ſenſe of an extraordinary | 


| 


oy Patrones now adayes, either by detaining Sacrile- | 
210uſly Gods portion, againlt all grounds of equirie, | 
both divine and humane; of by turhiſhing Church- | 
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| 
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mindes,; their-ſpirits and patrimonie 'in-ftudy,and | 
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ther conſider, firſt, how that Sacriledge and Simony, 
thar damned couple of crying ſinnes, like two rave. 
nous Harpies, and the two inſatiable daughters of the 
Hoxſ-leech, had ſeaz'd even upon the heart of our 
Church, ready to rend and teare in peeces her very 
hearr-ſtrings, and to ſucke out the inmoſt bloud, and 
| laſt life of our deareft Mother : when I looked above 
me in this famous Vaiverſitie, where have lived,and 
ſaw many reverend and learned men, full ofthe lighr 
of divine truth and of the water of life;able gloriouſ- 
ly and comfortably to 1llighten and refreſh many 
darke places and dry ſoules in this land ; ready to ex- 
pire and powre out their ſoules in the boſome of this 
their famous Nurſe; not brought upby herto dye at 
herbreaſts;bur (if they might have honeſt and lawtull 
paſſage) ready and addreſt to enlarge Chrilts King- 
domeabroad, and to oppoſe with all their power, a- 
gainſt the bloudy torrent of Popery, and rage of An- 
tichriſt : laſtly, when I weighed with my ſelte mine 
owne naturall declination and refolved unfneſle, to 
make a noiſe and ſtirre11 the world for pretermentr, I 
did find, that as theſe conſftderations did before give 
{mall hope of changing my ſtation; ſo now they 
were of power yet further todouble the impreſſton | 
of your worthy and extraordinary goodnefle unto 
me, and freſhly to renew rhe thanktull devotions and 
apptehenſions. of mine heart. Our of which hath 
ſprung inmece athirſting earneſtnefle. and contention | 
of ſpirit, ro rerurneunto-you, fortheſe temporall fa- 

vours (fo far as the nature of that high muniſteriall | 


| 


with adcire of repreſenting itin ſame viſible torme 
of outward teſtification. But when I did (after) fur. 
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| funRion, wherein I ſtand, ſhall guide mee; and the | 
power of my poore abilitic can reach) the Bleſſings 
| of Heaven,and comforts of a better world. To which 
end, I here preſent unro you this Treatiſe 5 which 1 | 
have intended tobe (fo far as my gracious God hath | 
given'me underſtanding in the point) as it were a, 
| looking-Glaſſe 'or Touchſtone, ro whomloever ir 
ſhall pleaſe to take thorow notice thereof, for thedil- 
 cerning and trying, in ſome good meaſure, whether 
| healready be of thenumber ofthoſe few which truly 
[ live the life of God, and under the Scepter of his 
Sonne;or lyeas yetenthralled in the invitiblechaines | 3 
of damnation and death, and under the Jarge;and | | 
| powerfull raigneof Satan. For I am per{waded, that | ' 
in this glorious noone-tide of the Goſpel, many 
thouſands deceive'nor onely the world, and others, | 
but even themſelves and their owne ſonles; about ' 
their ſpirituall ſtate : thinking , if they finde in-them- 
{elves a freedome from grofle and notorious finnes, 
faireneſſe of conditions, civill honeſtie,a formall pro- 
teſſton of Chriſtianity, outward performances of re- 
 ligious ſervices, thar then their caſe is good cnough | 
for Heaven : though there bee wanting the ſaving 
| power of inward fanRtification, and the truth: of a 
found converſion: though they bee ſtrangers. to. the 
grcat myſteric of Godlinefle, and diſacquainted with 
a conſtionable and conſtant courſe of Holineſle, in 

' their lives and ations,” Bur wee muſt conceive that 
over and beſides theſe degrees of goodneſle, with 
"—_ _— of dc and deceive oo 
IVES; Yea, ite beyond, and utterly wathout 
4 the compaſſ of all worldly glory, all viſible Pugh, 
WIE +7... RP, the | 
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che moſt admired greatneſſe and ſufficiency upon: 
carth,for which a great part of the world exchange 


the everlaſting happineſle of their ſoules x there is a/| 


paradiſe of Chriſtian comforts, a Royall Peculiar, a 
victorious Simplicitie,a neglected Innocency, a mar-" 
vellous Light, an invifible Kingdome, an Heaven 
upon Earth;which I call the ſtare of Gracezand labor 
in the inſuing Diſcourſe to difference from all perte. 
ions and ſufficiencies attaineable in the ſtate of un--| 
regeneration. I meddle not purpoſely with the noto-' 
rious ſinner : for (me thinkes) in theſe daies of light; 
there ſhould none ſo: wiltully and deepely inwrappe 
himſelfe in darkeneſle ; but that in his cold bloud,and 
more ſober conſideration ,.will acknowledge and 
confeſle, that the ſtate of notorious {infulneſle, is the 
ſtate of wretchedacfle and of death. And that there is 
no hope for the Drunkard,and Swearer,the Lyer,the 
Vſurer,the Vacleane perſon,the Sabbarh-breaker,the 
Sacrilegious, Simoniacall, and-fianers of ſuch infa- 
mous ranke; but a fearctull leoking for of judgementr, | 
and, without repentance and fortaking their. ftanes, 
an eternall ſeparation both. from all-poſſibilicie of 


grace, and {ound comfort in this-lite 3 and from the. 


truition of the joycs and blcfledneſle of heaven here. 
after. I therefore endeavour and defire tocome' neerer 
and cloſer to mens conſciehces z and to rcllthem,thar 
out of a conceit of their morall honeſtie,and outward 
religiouſneſſe, they may perſwade themſelves that 


they are rich and encreaſed-in ſpirituall tore, and } 


have need of ao more for the attainement of heaven 
when indeede and truth, as concerning the power of 
laving grace and ſincere exerciſe of rchgion, they are 
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. [wretched, and miſerable, and poore, and blind, atd 
naked. In theſeluke-warme times, many there are, 
who with the fruits of a temporary faith, and ſome 
light of the generall graces of the Spirit, makea faire 
ſhew, and winne good reputation for their {pirituall 
ſtare, both with their own hearts, and with the world 
abroad;when to the eye of heavenly wiſdome,and in 
tcuth, they are but-only Blazing-ſtarres, and earthly 
minded, not fixed in the ſame firmament with the 
Sunne of righteouſheſſe, nor of an heavenly ſtamp. 
And-if they riſe not higher in their affections and 
converſation from carth and earthly vanities, when 
their. rooteleſle graces ſhall bee withered and waſted 
away,their fall will be ſudden and fearctull;and their | 
former vaniſhing flaſhes of vaine hope for future hap- 
pines,will be turned into horror,and extremeſt m1le- 
nes of deſpaire. Moſt behoofefull then it is for every 
man,in time,to ſearch and examine himſeclf-,wherher 
Chriſt Ieſts beinhim or no. And it is-one of the wor- 
thicſt & nobleſt imployments of che {oule, to reflect 
upon it ſclfe; and with an undazeled and undiflem- | 
bling eye thorowly ro try and deſcry cleerely it own 
"ſtate: whether it be already waſhed with the bloud of 
Chriſt, and calyved with a ſupernaturall vigour and 
life of grace;or yetlye-polluted in ic owne bloud and 
under rhe power of thefirſt death. I wonder how any 
man can be atreſt and quiet, untill he bce aſſured and 
 {ecured in this poynt, fith upon it depends his everla- 
ſting cſtate in another world'!- Nay, fich even in this 
| world, every unregenerare man, ler him be orherwiſe 
never {o great, oradoredabove others, never ſo abſo- 
lutein all other excellencies and perfeRtions whatſo- 
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.| downeinto the bottome of Hell. Whereas the ſtate 
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ever; yer being out of the ftare of grace,isa very limb 
of Satan,a child of darkenefle, and one of the family | 
of Hell. The wrath and vengeance of Gad,all the fu- 
ry of the kingdome of darkeneffe, the rage of all the | 
creatures (thotgh he little thinke upon 1t) are every | 
houre ready and addreſt ro ſeizeupon him, as a tray- 

tor and rebel to the higheſt Majeſtic,and to drag him | 


of true Chriſtians, and Gods taithfull ones, is moſt 
comfortable and glorious even in this hife, in this 
vaile of teares,and in theſe Fabernacles of clay. For 
their comforts arenot fading and earthly, {pria ging 
out of the ſinful pleaſures and tranſtrory glory of the 
world;not faſtened unto honors, greatneſle and po(- 
ſeſſions ; to the increaſe of Corne, and Wine, and 
Oyle:but they are ofa right noble and heavenly tem- 
per, framed and emplanted in the ſanctified foule by 
the Spirir of all comfort and therefore everlaſting 
and unconquerable, able ro keepe a man in heart and 
reſolution againſt the malice and crueltics of all ad- 
verfaries ; of all creatures. They onely aretruly-and 
ſoundly per{waded by the ſweere 8 fecrer teſtimony 
ofthe Spirir, and by the evidence and experience. of 
their owne holy life ; that after the approaching, and 
much longed-tor period of a few and-evilldaics,they 
ſhall raigne wich God Almighty, the holy Angels & 
glorified Saints, in.unutterable and endleſſe pleaſares 
tor ever and euer : and-therefore eaſily and reſolutely 
(with much- indignation and contempt)-over-looke 
andthrow out of theirhearts al worldly thoughttul-- 
nes;all-excefhive defires of carth and carthly vanities; 
all reſtleſſe aſpirations after rranſitorie' honours, 5 
| noble 
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| noble mileries of this wretched life. They alone have 
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faſtned the eic of their minds,illightened from above 
with ſaving faith, upon the unvaluable preciouſneſle, 
and laſting beauty of their immortall crownes in hea- 
ven ; and therefore all the glittering and golden re- 
preſentations, with which the flattering world hath 
formerly deccived and dazeled their cycs, appeare to 
be nothing but darkenefleand delolations. Their glo. 
ry (indeede) here upon carth doth not conſiſt in out- 
ward pompe and ſtare; it doth nor ſhine to carnall 
eyes,itis undiſcernableto the ſharpeſt ſ12hrt of world. 
ly wiſedome and policy : but inwardly and with ſpi- 
rituall fairenes,their divine graces make rhem fo true- 
ly honourable & lovely,thar ſomewhere in Scripture 


they are called zhe glory of God,and are as deare unto 


him as the precious ball and apple of his owne eye. 
They are in ſo high eſteeme and account with An- 
gels,that thoſe excellent creatures with much joy and 
alacrity become their Guardians, and ſerviceable un- 
to them with extraordinary care and tenderneſle. All 
the creatures groane, and defire to bee delivered into 
their glorious liberty z and in the meane time, with a 
ſecret and inſenſible reverence, they adore the facred 
character of divinity that is ſtampt ups them, All the 
yaints acknowledge them to bee more excellent then 
their neighbors,of che houſe-hold of God and heires 
of heaven, Nay,the wicked themſelves, many times, 
are confounded, and ſtand amazed at the height of 
{pirit and reſolution that poſleſeth their hearts , and 
at the ſober and undaunted majeſtie that ſhines in 
their faces. This,and a thouſand times more then this, 


is the blisfall ſtate of Gods children even in this 
et; life. 
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| bitious curioſitie could poflthly devile ; and might 


| to the enjoyment of the precious and peerelefl2 com- 


I. 


—_—_— 


life, Howſoever they be negleed and trampled up- 
on by the world and wicked men  yer.1n the judge- 
ment of God himſelfe, the bleſſed {pirits, and all men 
 oftrue worth indeed, they are the only Angels upon 
earth, and the royall citizens of this kingdome of 
Grace. The proſecution of chis point would be com- 
fortable, but fo I ſhould be more tedious. No more 
but this therefore ar this time : Certaine ir 15,if a man 
were crowned with the royall ſtate and unpertall 
command of all the kingdomes upon earth z if his 
heart were enlarged tothe utmoſt of all created capa- 
citic, and filled with all the exquiſite and unmixed 
pleaſures, that the reach of morralicie, and moſt am- | 


(without interruption and diſtaſt) enjoy them the 
length ofche worlds duration;they were all nothing 
forts of the ſtare of Grace, bur even for an houre. 1 
{peake the truth, Luſeno Hyperbole, the Spirit of all | 
comfort, and conſciences of all true Chriſtians bea- | 
ring me witneſſe. Good Sir, letme humbly intreate 
you with a proportionable zealc and fervency, to en-. 
clineand enlarge your affeions to the purſuir and | 
praQice of ſo excellent and glorious an happineſle. 
Which that you may do, I will continually proſtrate 
and powre out my ſouleinprayer,before the Throne 
of Grace and mercy : And relt + {x 
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AN ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE READER. 


L 225d Hriſtian : This Diſcoarſe , which 
ye now ſtands ſo cloſe together ,. was 
delivered in frue ſeveral Sermons, 
but all to a meſt judiciqus and intcl- 
ligent Auditory ; therefore there is 
4 continudice of matter, coherence, 
RS GEBRER ad tile,” I muſt intreate thee, out 
of. thine ingenuous diſcretion, to diſtinguiſh the places 
where th were preac t, 4 thou ſhalt fi [4 he airection 0 f 
my Heeeh and fwe icular applications more naturall 
and neceſſarily. with indrviduall Feferemcs propriated| . 
thereums,The reaſons why T ſpent the moſt of my medita- 
tions, and ſticke ſo long in deſcrying ana deciphering the 


[tate of formal kypocriſie (for therein I have trod a ſome- 
thing wcouth an all path) are theſe. 


Firſt; I conſidered that in this full. light of the Goſpel, 
bn vir men applaud. and content cheſelves 
with a ſuperficiel gliftering of a formall. profeſaon, out- 
ward conformitie to. #he FMiniſterie of the Ward, and 
ſome falſe flaſhes, of aw unſound perſmaſion that they are it 
the ready & right way to Heaven ; when as indeed it hath 
0k inwardly _ilightened. their underſtandings. with ſa- 


ving knowledge , heated their affeitions with true zeate, 
Sh wed their ſinfull thoughts, and noy[ometnſts, with the | 
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fre — their broken and 20-/ns ſlate in ſpiritual! 


| plagues ; and binde them faſt tothe bowels, and principal 
| parts of }f this K gy ; and doe daily more and sf re 


To the Reader. 


3 

power + grace , © , nor r ſofined and [enttife fed their hearts 
to yeeld a cheere incere, and univerſal obedience 
thereunto. And [ſoafie ter a few miſerable dayes yaw in 
a proſperous ſecuritie, they fall into the jawes of hell, be. 


fore they miſtruſt ſuch matter ; and the pit of deſtru- 
ion FU ber Tak upon them, be ore they know and ac- 


things. 1 therefore deſire and endevour to awake them ont 
of their golden dreame of imaginarie future happineſſe ; 
that with open eyes they may ſec their preſent ſþ1ruua lipo- 
vertie,and ſo bettmes prevent the anger ro come. 7 hope | 
in the Lord, and wiſh heartily, that by 4 diſþationate and 
thorow pernſall of this Treatiſe, they may take ſome ſcant... 
ling of their owne eſtate with God; and entring a ſerious | 
and impartiall ſearch and examination of their conſcien- 
ces, diſcover and reveale themſelves unto chemſthees ; 
and ſo A they belong unto the everlaſting. covenant of | 
grace, ſte pe") mo the ſtate of ted; the paradiſe | 
of true Chriſt ianitie, and KA of holmeſſe ; that their 
deare and precious ſoules may bee ſaved mthe day of wy 
Lord leſus. 

Secondly , 1 did conceive, that there i; a threefold "A 
three maine and capitall cauſes, that violently hate dqwne 
upon us from Heaven many both corporall 'and ſpiritual 


pen the juſt wrath of God, for the powring ont of his laff 
vengeance vpon this ſinfull Nation.They are theſe vita) 
the overflowing torrent, acct anbridled rage of many 


ing ſinnes,fear abominations, and as erate pr 
eſſe. $ en ible detlination y nu their pr 


4nd decay of ztale, even Chi Thiy td. 
warmeneſſe 


— 


| To the Reader. 
warmene(ſe and want of thorowneſſe and ſinceritie in for- 
mall profeſſors. | 
Ms for the firſt : By our horrible ſinnes and htefull 
ingratitude for mercies without meaſure, and miraculous 
aeliverances, wee grow ſo heavie upon the Lord, that wee 
preſſe hin and the bowels of his rendereſt compaſſion, as a | 
cart is preſſed that is full ofſheaves ; ſo that oy is impoſ- 
fible, but that ſhortly, (without great humiliationand ge- 
nerall repentance) we ſhould wreſt out of his hands the vi- 
als of his laſt wrath,and force him to come againſt us with 
the beeſome of utter deſolation. It is to be feared ( ſogrie- 
' V0145 and endleſſe is the impietie and impenitencie of this 
land ) that his forbearance in the meane time,ts not for a- 
| ny hope hee hath of us (for what good hath a durable and 
| extraordinary plague done upen us ? ) but onely by reaſon 
of the cruell and implacable inſolencie of our enennes ; be. 


| 


—c_ 


— 


| Cauſe he is loth to make us a prey to the wolves of Rome, 
matter of triumph to ſuch a merciles and murtherous ge- | 
neration, Who knowes, but that the Match had reached 
 untothe Powder, had not the Lord (ont of thebottoms- | 
leſſe depth of his unlimited mercies) layd hot4 upon hi | 
owne Argument ? Deat. 32.26,27.I have ſaid, l would 
ſcatrer abroad, I would make their remem. 
branceto ceaſe from-among 

| the furic of the enemie, leſt *their adverſaries ſhould | 
wax proud. Left his & our adverſaries, (thoſe breathing | 
| devils,the Gun-powder Papiſts,) ſhould too proudly & bar- 
barouſly bave —_— inthe rumes of his , andthe | 
 baniſhment of biz glorious Goſpel. The Lor 


g1Ve tus 13 | 


come upon us with hiwrath, never more to bee appeaſed, 
| end teart ups in preces, when there is none to he-:4. May 


one ſt men; fave that feared | 


derſt ending hearts 10 conſider theſe things in time, leſt hee | 
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 , To the Reader. 
any man drive away an hungry Lyon inthe wood 7 
Or quenchthe fire L ſobble, when it hath once be- 
gun ro burne * May one turne againe the arrow that | 
is ſhor of a ſtrong Archer ? 1f the Lord once whet his | 
| glittering ſword , and his hand take hold on judgement, | 
| with purpoſe to roote out a ſinful and rebellious nation ; 
there is no power or policy, vid mmltitude of men, or magii- 
ficence of State, no armour of the mightie,or arme of fleſh, 


[ſhallever be able to give any ſucconr, reliefe , or delive- 
France. 


| 


| 


ſors careleſneſſe in 
uncheer 


eli- | 


To the Reader. 

| further vengeance, except we amend, and returne ts our 
firſt love. Would to God, that we would keepe freſh in our 
munds but this one conſideration : That the ſame God, 
which (againſt the expett ation of both of heaven & earth, 
of Rome and hell, of druels and Papiſts) turned our feares 
and amazements at the death of that glorious Saint, the 
late Queene , into ſafetie, and a ſure foundation, by the 
moſt happie ſucceſſion of our gracious Soveraigne,, and 
hrs Royall ſtede; can ( out of bus juſt judgement for ony 
unthankefulneſſe and ſeruritie ,. twthe very farming of 
he 


an hand and cloſing of an eye) daſh all our hopes ; and ſhut 
up the whole Body of thus flouriſhing Kingdome in t 
pit of irrecoverable deſtruction.” It had beene done, had 
Faux fired che Powder : aud who knowes what thoſe bu- 
ſie and blonay heads are even now hammering in the 
ſame kinde? Beſides theſe two now mentioned , there us 
another capitall cauſe of Gods heavie diſpleaſure ; which 
though it make no great noiſe , nor be much taken notice 
of upon earth, yet it is much loathed of God Almighty, 
and cries loud in heaven for vengeance npon us - It is 4 
luke-warmene(ſe,and unzealouſneſſe, a cold and careleſſe 
mediocritie in ſpirituall matters, and (as it were) 4 neu- | 
tralitiebetwixt notorious fn e & ſaving ſinceritie, 
When-men (perhaps )with diligence, willingneſſe,and for- 
wardneſſe,[abmit themſelves to the hearing of the Word, 
but ſubordinatethe power and pradtice theref to their eaſe, 
honours, and worldly contentments:When they will needs 
hold an outward correſpondence with the world , and yet 
inwardly maintaine and nouriſh hope of ſalvation in 
themſelves : When they ſtraine their wits, and ſtrive | 


| "_ 


— 


— 


me. 


To the Reader. jk 
ſweet ſinne, and the ſweetneſſe of the true peace of conſci- 
ence, which are as mncurrent 4s two parallel lines ; and as 
| incompatible as light and darkentſſe. Theſe men though 

(in the worlds opimton)they be of civill honeſt carriage, of 
moderate ſpirits,and of a ſtazed temper 11 religion;and (i 
their owne conceits) rich and enriched, and want no- | 
thing ; yet indeede they are meere ſtarvelings, and ſlarke 
| beggers inreſpett of the true riches, and laſting treaſures 
of ſaving grace,and inthe very caſe of thoſe(except in the 
meane time they buy of him gold, garments, and oyle) 
which ſhall never ſee Chriſt Teſus in his kingdome to their 
comfort :far Amen, the faithtull and truc witnefle hath 
vowed it, that hewill ſþue ſuch out of his mouth ; and wi- 
ſheth much rather that they were key-cold, then ſuch for- 
mall Chriſtias: his ſpeech imports thus much : I had rather 
| you mpre Pagans and Infidels, then Profeſſours without 

zeale. Now my chiefe and ſpecial aime is (with all humble 
| ſubmiſton to better judgements, the cenſure of the Pro- 

phets)to lay ops the ſtate of theſe men,becauſe(beſides their 
fearefull decetving of their own ſoules and particular cer- 
taine damnation, if they ſo continue) they mightily incenſe 
the Lords wrath againſt this land, with an inſen(ible and 
unacknowledged provocation;and mainely hazard the con- 
tinuance of his glorious Goſpel among ft us.1t is commonl 
conceived inceede, both of themſelves, and of the world; 
that if they be morally honeſt, and outwardly conformable 
to the miniſtery of the Word ; ſo that they be hurtleſſe and, 
| innocent in reſpect of humane juſtice ; that they are alſs (1 
know not how) harm:leſſe and guiltleſſe before the Tribu- 
nal of God. But the Evangeliſt tels us, That that which 
is highly eſteemed among men, is abomination in 
_ | the fight of God : Und God himſelfe by Ilaiab, aw | 
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his thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are his 

waies our Waies: For certainely the ſtate of luke-warme- 

neſſe and formality in religion, howſoever it may be full of | 

worldly applauſe and happines, & beare away the bell up- 

on earth , yet it is as burdenſome and hatefull unto God, 

as luke-warme water ,or the moſt loathſome _ to the ni- 
/ 


mmportunne, | 
| 


' 
l 
: 
' 


ceſt ſlomacke:and doth with a more natur 
then other ſinnes, knocke at the eates of divine juſtice,for 
the remoovall of our candleſticke,and the glory of his Goſ- 
pel from amongſt us. All kinds of ſinnes according to their 
nature meaſure & ripeneſſe,have proportionally a part & 
hand in drawing downe all manner of plagues upon the 
ſonnes of men - is this hath a peculiar and a predominant 
power in haſtening that par ticular & greateſt of alljudge- 
ments,the famine ofthe Word. For God cannot endure 
' | without ſpeciall indignation, that his Word, which i his 
power unto ſalvation, ſhould receive ſuch limitation and 
preſcription from mens wiſedome, that it ſhould worke no | 
further upon them, nor beget more change and holineſſe, 


tentments,reputation,cf the pleaſures of their beloved ſin. | 
He cannot de cha men(diſcotented with the ſtraightnes 
of the gate of grace,and impatient of a ſtrit courſe of goa- 
lineſſe)ſhould labour to find: out ,and follow another by to 
heaven,the that which i ſanttified by his Word, & which 
hath and muſt be troden by all thoſe that will ever ſeethe 
Lord. Knowledat ana profeſſion of Gods truth , without 
ſanttification and zeale, are but meanes in the meant time 
to put out the glory of 1ſraehe+ will hereafter but encreaſe 
the number of ſtripes, and adde waight unto endleſſe tor- 


then may conſiſt with the enjoyment of their worldly con- 


ment.1n the name of God therefore let all luke-warme and 
formal Chriſtians be contentea to take notice of their ſt 
B 3 
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and before the Sunne goe dawne over the Prophets, ſuffer | 
their hearts tq be thorowly heated with true zeale, and be. 
ſides their outward reformation,and generall lightnings of | 
the Spirit,to emtertaine that ſpeciall ſaving & ſanchfying 
grace, which anely can ſave their ſoules, and prepare them | 
for the glory that ts to be revealed: Leſt now at length (for 
he hath borne with us miraculouſly) our juſt God cauſe our 
Sunne to goe downe at noone, avd darkeneſle to ſwr- | 
prizeus in the cleere day: Leſt he root us out of 1his good 
Land, 4s a fpuitleſſenation ; turne us out of our houſes of 
peace, as the unworthieſt, and unthankfulleſt people under 
heaven; and let out his vineyard to other husband- | 
men, which willdeliver him the fruits in their ſea- 
ſons. And the more ſecure and fearel:(ſe we be(as we were 
never more,) the more ſudden and inevitable i like to bee 
our ſurprizall and deſtruttion. For as Gods mercies are 
then moſt magnified, when they releeve theextremeſt mi- 


ſerie, and [hineinto the depth of diſcomfort and darknes, 
when all other helpe is utterly deſpaired of : ſo his judge- 
ments are moſt glorious when they ſtrike at the height and 
top of pride and _—_ : while they thinke. them- 


elves moſt ſure, and with greateſt confiaence repoſe upon 
hs arme Ws and olicte of man. p Poſey 
The third reaſon and motive, why 1 inſiſt ſo long in the | 
point of formal, ypeengona taken from the condition of | 
mine Auditours; who being of deepeſt under itanding, are 
naturally apteſt ,and Nrongheft tempted,to miitake and un- 
derualue the myiterie of godlines, & to deceive their own 
ſoules in the high point of ſalvation. For men of greateſt 
nobleneſſe and preguancie _— af mo#t rich and uni- 
verſall endowments of mind, without the power of grace, 
and a ſanttified humilitie ( the faireſt branch [bringing 
I thence, \ 
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To the Reader. 
thence,and the true crowne of Chriſtianity) are readieſt to | 
make an 1doll of their great ſufficiency, with a diſdainfull 
prejudice to paſſe by the ſimplicitie of the Saints;audout of 
a flattering conceit of their own hearts to thinke their ſþi- 
ritual tate as good as the beſt and moſt bleſſed from God, 
when 4s yet he have no part inthe firſt Con. | 
For when they find themſelves farre above athers in all 0- 
ther excellencies, and whatſoever remarkable worth the 
AP OPT TY , that in 4 
proportionable congruitie (45 indced it ſhould be,) they are 
inferiour to none m thoſe ſacred 4 Laan /m9s of heaven, 
and taſte of eternall life. pon thus conſiderateon, 1was | 
bold, out of a Chriſtian jealouſie,to treat on this argument, | © 
being per [waaed of their great wiſ, dome and gracious hy- 
militie to liſten to any heavenly meſ[ age, which might c:- 
ther diſcover or prevent ſpirituall danger. 
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Thine in Chriſt Ieſus, 


Rossar Bolton. 
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PsarMig Ll 
1. Bleſſed « the man, that doth not walke in the counſel of the 
wicked, nor ftand in the way of ſinners, nor ſit in the ſeate 
of the ſcornefull. 
2. But his delight us in the Law of the Lord, ayd in his Law 
dorh he meditate day and night. 


MP.4zHere 15 no greater encouragement, or 
ſtronger motive to ſtirre a 

nger1 man to an 
eager and earneſt purſuite of the 
meanes, then to propoſe unto him an 
end whereinat lengeh his heart may re- 
poſe, as in a concurrence of all com- 
forts..and contentments. To which, 
there 1s no poſſibilitie of attainement, 
but by pureneſſe of heart, holinefle of life,conſtancy in courſe 
of ſanctiheation, which only lead unto the face, and preſence : 
| of Godzwhere, and with whomalone 1s the higheſt - 
on of bliſſe, a river of infinite pleaſures, the well of life, and 
endlefle reſt of all created defires. For the capacitie of mans 

loule cannot peſlibly bee filled with the ſufficiencie of an 
creature z no not with a world of creatures: for they areall ; 
nothing to the werth of a mans ſoule;Chrift himſelf having | 
| Preferred it in valuation, What ſhall it profit a man, though hee | 
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Gborld winne the whole world, if hee loſe his owne ſoule ? And 
therefore can neverbe free from motion and vexation:untill 
1treachunto (either in certaine hope, or aCtuall fruition) an 
objeR, infinite,as well in excellencie of nature, as duration 


theſe heavenly fongsof David; whether it was himelfe or 
Ezra, or whomloever, in that hee prefixed this excellent 
Pſalme, as apreface'to all theelt; wherein is propoſed, and 
compriſed a matchlefle happineſſe, whereby the godly man 

may even in this life flouriſh lhe a Palme tree, and grow like 
a ( edar in Lebanon; refreſhed contmually with rivers of 
joyes, and comforts, ſhedinto his heart by the ſpirit of God : 
and may ſtand like mount Zion, unaſtoniſhed and unremo- 
ved, at that great and fearetull day ; when the wicked ſhall 
call for the mountaines to cover them, and wiſh they had ne- 
ver bin. W hatingenuous mind would not be inflamed with 
zeale, to the proſecution of thoſe meanes which leade unto 
an end as full of happineſe, as the Sunne 1s full of light, and 
the Sea of waters ? What heart net poſſeſſed with an 1ron fi- 
new, would not thirſt. - > after ſound and undifſcm- 
bled-ſincentie; evenas the Hart brayett f-- rhe rivers' of 
water, and as the dry ground gapeth for drops ot caine? fith 
by it alone we purchaſe, and put on an uncenquerable reſo- 
lution,rffuing trom an aſſurance of being in Chriſt,and from 
the clearenefle of a good conſcience, wherby we may walke 


mercilef{e vexations of prophane men, nay wee may wake 
pon the Lyon aud Aſpe, the youn Lyon and the Dragon wee 
may tread under feete ; and hereafter bee ſure to bee Ariahed 
| with the fulneſle of joy in the preſence of God, and with 
pleaſures at his right hand for evermore. 


This happy manis here deſcribed unto us by many argu- 
ments. 


Firſt, are laid downe his markesand properties, negative, 


] and afhrmative, inthe two firſt verſes; 


Secondly, his happineſk is lively _—_ by a ſimilitude,in 


{ rhetlurd verſe. 


« 
_ f 


| 


of time. Blefled then was the wiſedome of the Diſpoſer of | 


even as bold as Lyons, thorow this valley of teares, amid the * 


Tlluftrate | 
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\ :Jlluftrated by an oppoſition of the miſerte, and unhapp 
condition of f ie wicked, in the fourth and fitt verſes. 4 

Concluded with the cauſes of them both, to wit,, of the 
happineſle of the godly, and vengeance upon the wicked, 1n | 
the laft verſe. | 

The negative propertie% in the firſt: verſe, are three : Hee 
aoth not walke in the counſel of the wicked; Hee doth wat fland in 
the way of ſinners, Hee doth not ſit in the ſeate of the ſcornefull ; 
amplified witha threefold gradation in the perſons, aCons, 
and objesof the ations. The gradatton un the perſons, the | 
wicked, ſimers, and ſcornefwll, implies all ſorts of ungodly | 
men. The gradationin the actions, walke, and, and fie, all | 
manner of commerce and correſpondence with them, The 
gradation inthe objects, the counſell, way, and [cete, all kind 
of 1niquitie ; inward corruptions, or outward 1mpieties. The 
whole verſe laboureth withan ewfpharicall exaggerationzto 
ſer downe hus bleſked torbearance of finne and communica- | 
ting with finfull men. 

The ſecond verfe containing his umgloyment mn paetie, | 
ſcemeth to anſwer in oppoſition, .ghe ghree negatives, with 
three aftirmatives. Hw delighting in re Law of the Lard , {1s 
oppoſed tothe counſellof the wicked. His meditation,” and ex- 
erciſe in the Law, tothe way of ſummers. Day and night : there 
1s his conſtancie and habit, oppoſed to the trat of the ſcorne- 
full. 

W hy then, let che prophane and flattering world ſay what 
t will, let ſenſuall, and unſan@tified men judge as they litt. | 
That man, and that manalone 1s truly, & everlaſtingly hap- 
Py, That walketh not in the caunſell of the wicked; thats, that 
doth not delight in their vane 1maginations, fanfull affecti- 
ons, luſttull defires, ſpeculativewantonneſle.' In their proud 
and {welling thoughts; which conceive miſchiefe,and bring 
forth « lie;zchafte,and bring forth ftubblezthe wind,and bring 
faorth the whirle- wind. Thatdoth not partake of their 1m- 
potent paſſions, unhallowed policies; theiy exorbutant, and 
indirect-projects,: for their pleaſures, honours, and profits. 
Whoſe ſonle'defires not:to come intathe ſecretof thur cru- 
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ell conſultations, and malicious deſignements. In a word, 
whoſe heart hateth, and abominateth all venome of inward | 
pollution, that hath either fountaine or ſcat in any power of 
| the ſoale. | 
T hat ftandeth not in the way of fanners : That 1s, that brea- 
keth not into open profanenefl®; that 1mitateta nor their 
actions, and converſation. Whoſe mouth 15 not tull of bitter- 
neſk and lying; whole lippes are nor infected with the poy- 
{on of Aſpes ; whoſe hands are not full of bribes and falle- 
hoodzwhoſe teet are notfwitt to run after miſchiete, vanity, 
and lewd companions. | 
T bat fitteth not in the ſeate of the ſcornefull. That 1s, that 
conftineth not himlelfe to the chaire of 1n1quitie that con- 
firmech not himſelfe 1n his malice and hardneſle of heart ; 
| that doth not make a mocke of {linne, and jeſt with the fa- 
cred Word of God; thatdoth not dirc&t the poyſonous ar- 
rowes of a ſpitefull rongue, even at the apple of Gods owne 
ye, his deareſt Saints and fervants. Thar, with the ſcorner, 
oth not dare the highett mazeſtie of the Almightie, to wher 
bis glittering ſword, and takehold on judgement to put on 
| his habergeon of righteouſneſle, and the garments of venge- 
ance tor cloathing: ſaying as 1t1s Ia.5.19. Let bimmakg 
ſpeeae : let him haſten hu worke, that we may ſee it : and kt the 
connſel! of the holy one of Iſrael araw neere, and come, that wee 
may know it. A 
Thus far his forbearance of finfull ations. Now followes 
-| his practiceinattions of pierie. 

B ut his aelight is in the Law of the Lerd : that 1s, the whole 
doctrine diyinely infpired,is the very joy of his heart,and de- 
light of his ſoule. Its ſweeter unto him then /hony, andthe 
| hony combe. It is more precious unto him the gold, yea then 
much fine gold. It1s more worthunto lum then heaven and 
earth. And when the heart1s onceenkindled with love, then 
the 1magination 41mbraceth wath deareſt apprehenhon , the 
thoughts are impatient of any other object; all the powers 
of the ſoule are united un a ſtrong endeavour for the attaine- 
ment. \. The whole mind muſt needs be poſleft with medita- 


tion, 
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ſoule hath kept thy Teftimonies : for T love them exceedingly. 
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tion, Ifhe delightin the Law ofthe Lord, hee muſt needs 
meditate there1n. And this fervency of the heart, cannot pot- 
fibly bee incloſed within the compaſſe of the breſt :1t will 
ſpread it {elfe in ſpeech and a&tions:as1splaine, PlaL 37:30, 
The mouth of the —_ will freake of wiſedome , and his 
rongne will talke of judgement. The reaton tollowes, For the! 
Law of his God ts in hus heart. And Pfalm. 119.167. Ay. 


, 


And this love, delight, meditation, and.exerciſce 1n the Law 
of God, ofthis happy man, 1s not as a morning cloud, and 
as the morning dew, before the Sunne : but like the light of | 
the Sun, thatiſhineth more and more, unto the perfect day. It 
15 not for a ſtart, for feare, upon reſtraint, for reputation, for 
advantage ; or to cover the terrors of conſcience, for a while, 
with a few flaſhes of decerveable comtorts, our of ſome m1l- 
applyed promiſes inthe W erd of God : but 1t 15 out ofa free 
rc{olution,and with undaunted conſtancy day and mght. | 
explication ofthe reſt;or deductions of doctrines trom theſe | 
particulars ;- to propoſe unto you, this generall Doctrine, 
which hath his ſtrength from the body of the Plalme,and the | 
maine ſcope of the Spirit of God. 
There is in the Booke of God propoſed and offered unto | 
us, an happineſle, ſtanding in oppoſition toall the vaine felt- 


ſpeculations;or prophane men frame out of theic corrupt at- 
tections : not conſitting in pleaſures, riches, honours, great- | 
neflc z 1n civill honeſtie, formall hypocriſie;zor the whole pol- 


| abalitie of nature : bat iu ſupernaturall grace, and the bleſſed / 


conſequents, | 
The whole booke of Ecclefiaſtes, Salomous ſacred retratta- 
tions, 1sa large and ſound demonſtration of this Dottrine. | 


Salomon was lonne unto the worthieſt King that ever ſway- 
ed Scepter upon. earth; and hte was predeceſſor 1n the-royall 


if truc happineſſ had conſiſted therein. He was King of Ie- 


But give me leave, I beſeech you, before I proceede to the | 


cities whichancient Philoſophers deviſed out of their deepe || 


line unto the Son of God; and ſo, matchleſle for nobiltie, | 


Lo Lady of the world, the perfeCtion of beauty,and | 
| - 
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| the-joy. of the whole earth. He gave filyer as ſtones, and 
| gave Cedars asthe wilde fig-trees, that growabundantly in 
| theplaine. He built him houſes, and planted Vineyards. He 
| provided nm. men-fingers, and women-hngers; and the de- 
' lights of the ſonnes of men. Whatſoever 11s cies delired, he 
| with-held it not from them, and with-drew not his heart 
from any joy. For wildome and underſtanding, hee had a 
| large heart, even as the ſand that is onthe ſea ſhore. In ſpe- 
 culative knowledge, hee excelled the wiſedome of all the 
| children of the Eaitz andall the wiſedoms of &xypr. Hee 
' was abletodiſcourtle from the Cedar tree that 1s 12 Leba- 
, non, evenuntothe Hyſope that ſpringeth out of the wall. 
| In wiſedeme of policie and governement, there was none 
| ike untohum betore ham, netther after him ſhall ariſe the 
| ike unto him, So that Salomon was the moſt fit and ablolute 
, man thatever lived, both forabtlitie an underitanding,a- 
| bundance 'in poſſeſſion, and defire in {carching to take 
| an exact meaſure, and the utmoſt extent of the worth and 
| ſufficiency of all creatures : and to raiſe from them the beſt 
| contentments they could poſſibly affoord. Yet when hee had 

wearied himſelte inthe varietie of paſſages of this life; and 
in the Booke of Eccleſiaftes, becomes a publike penitentia- 
' rie to the whole Church, and toall poiteritie ; ſee his judge- 


| ment : he utterly diſavowes and difclaimes them all, as mi- 


[N | 
| {crable comforters, as mecreſhadowes and dreames ; where- 
' m there 15 no more matter of found comfort , than there 


1s light inthe greateſt darkenefle, or taſte in the white of an 
Ecdeſzs, | 8ge- He ſfayesof laughter, Thou art mud; and of joy, What 


| is this that thou doeſt ? And whereas wiledome and know- 


| edge, are the moſt incomparable treaſures this tranſitorie 


world hath; he ſaith, that #7 the multitude of wiſedume 1s much 
griefe : and hee that entreaſeth thnowledge, increaſeth ſorrow. 
And of theſe, and all other things under the Sunne; yea,and 
if to the glory of all created natures, were an addition often | 
thoufand excellencies, that never man ſaw or enjoyed ; 
hee had pronounced of them all, in reſpe& of true happi- 
nefle, and divided from the' grace and ar of God, and a 
ſandtified 
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: ya Py fied heart;chat they areall vanitie. And if he had fayed 


there,it had beene well ; that argues but a pailive 1mpertecti- 
on, and a weakenefſle of being in the things chemſetves; but 
they are vexation of ſpirit. Nothing in themlelves, ye full 
of power aud aCtivitie, to inflict vengeance and vexation 
upon the ſpirit of a man. The ſpirit of a man being ſound in 
ſinceritie, and ſeconded with a good confcience, 1s able to 
beare out his infirmities, and all the miſeries incident to his 
nature : Itis able topafſe by, with a reſolute and contented 
patience, the lying 1mpurations of the prophaneſtmalice ; 
{t 1sable,by the grace of God, to encaunter with the terrors 
of death, and the fearefulneſle of the grave: yea, to endure 
with a gracious humilitie, even the preſence of Ged and An- 
gels at that great Day. But a wounded and an atflicted ſpt- 
rit, who can beare ? If theeye beedarke, how great is that 
darkeneſſe? If the ſpirit of a man,which ſhould retreſh all the 
faculties of the ſoule with comfortable cheeretulnefle, and 
t 11 the whole body with a lively vigour, bee ut ſelfe woun- 
ded with vexation and terrour; how: comfortleſie 1s that 
man ? If his ſtrength were the ſtrength of ftones, and his 
fleſh of brafle; yet would the torment of a butter afflicted 
{oule grind him to powder z and melt, as the dew before 
the Sunne, whatſoever hee accounteth ftrongett, and moſt 
powerfull toreleeve his heavineſl: ; 1£ would turne all his 
choiſeſt and deareſt pleafures into wormewood and bitter- 
neflr. And this vexation, with which riches, honours, or 
what other vanurtie defireable in thus l:fe doth afflict the un- 
regenerate heart, 15 twofold : In the very purſure of them 1s 
much anguiſh, many grievances, feares, jealoufies, difgra- 
ces, interruptions, difcontenments. Bur after the unfancti- 
fied 1njoying of them, followes the ſting of conſcience, that 


will everlattingly vexe the foulez which is the very earneſt | 


of the fire of hell ; by which «man doch expect with uncon- 
cerveable horrour, the con{ummarian of the wrath of God, 
(which burnerh farre hotter, and more-unquenehably, then 
any fire, though augmented with infinite rivers of brim- 


ftone)to bee powred upon his body and ſoule for evermore; 


ul 
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in the world to come, *'How then poſſibly can there bee any 
happineſſe 1n theſe vexations ? W heretore Salomon having 
prooved the negative part of my doctrine, concludes the po- 


<— 


| tiriveinthe laſt chapter; That to teare God, with reverertt 


regard to keepe his commandements, 1s the onely way to 
be poſleſt of true happineſle ; to find peace of conſcience, and 
aſſurance of the favour of God. For let a man, while he will, 
in this world of vanitie, either ſport himſelte in the ſoft and 
greene way of fading pleaſures; or pleaſe himſelfe in the 
glorious miſeries of honours-and high places; or tire him- 
{elfin the toyes of unſatiable greedineſſe; or brave it in 
his oaths, blaſphemies, and ftrength of powring 1n ſtrong 
drinke ; or tread the fearefull and deſperate path of con- 
tempt of the power of Religion, the truth of God, and ſince- 
rity of the Saints : all the while, when he 1s at the beſt, hee 1s 
bur as the raging ſea, that cannot reſt. For fo //a:ab com- 
pares the wicked, Chap.5 7.20. The fea, you know, 1s not 
onely many times toſfled and tumbled up and doyne with 
winds and tempeſts ;-but ever 1nwardly diſquieted, even 
with her owne motiens, caſting up continuall mire and 
dirt upon the ſhore, and breaking into foame her proudeft 


waves againſt the rockes: Even ſo the heart of that man | 


which hath repoſed his afteC&tions upon the glory of this life 
is not onely many times diſquieted and caſt downe with 
outward crofles and occurrents ; as with loſle of friends, dif- 
countenance of great Ones, diſappointment of his hopes 
and preferments; with: wrongtull railings, and diſgraces ; 
with looking upon the day of his death, and vengeance up- 
on the wicked; with diſturbers of his ſecuritie 1n his plea» 
{ures anddignities : but 1s alſo, beſides the reftle torture 
of Is conſcience, ever from within, foaming out lus owne 
ſhame, the diſhonour of God, and the vexation of his bre- 
thren, Burt it 1s not ſo with him that holds the feare of God 
for his ſureſt ſanctuary;that hath reſolved to religne up him- 
{elfe 1n holy obedience to the will of God, His heart1s like 


| che upper part of the world, which is ever full of ſerenitie, 


couſtancie, and brightneſle be the aire below never ſo'trous 
| bled 
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—— 


{ bled with ſtormes and thunders; or the earth with 'commo- 


tions and tumults : For let there bee about him the devou- 
ring ſword of the Tyrant, the conſuming flames of perſecu- 
tion, the keene razors of lying tongues , the mouthes of Ly- 
ons, the cruell combinations of his enemies; nay, let the 


earth bee mooved, and let the mountaines fall into the mid» | 


deſt of the ſez: yet lus heart 1s joyfull, patient, reſolute, and 
contented, | 

But to deſcend more ſpecially to the particulars of the ne- 
gative part of my Doctrine : let mee adde to the many and 
itrong reaſons of the ancient Philoſaphers,and late Schoole- 


men ( againſt pleaſures, riches, and honours) theſe three ; 


which will for ever utterly diſable them tor clauming any 
ſhew of intereſt in mans happineſle. 

Firſt, they cannot poſſibly fill the unlimited defire of the 
ſoule. For although the rea the greatneſle, the delights 
of all men living, were in the preſent poſleſſion of one: yet 
ſomewhat befides, and above all this, there would fill bee 
ſought, and earneſtly thirtted for. Nay it 18 certaine, 1f one 
man were not onely crowned with the ſoveraigntie of all 
the Kingdomes ot the earth, but betides, were made Com- 


Starres ; yet the reſtleſſe eye of his un{artsfied underitanding, 
would peepe and prie beyond the heavens, for ſome hudden 


excellency, and ſuppoſed felicity , which the whole com- | 


paſle of this created world cannot yeeld. So unquenchable 
is the thirſt of mans ſoule, untill it bathe it ſelte in the River 
of lite, and in the immeaſurable Ocean of goodnefle and 
wiledome, So impoſſible is it, that this. materiall world 


| 


F 


' mander of the motions of the Sunne, and the glory of the | 


' 
; 
' 
1 


| 
| 


| 
' 
| 


withall her perfections, ſhould be a proportionable object | 


to ſoprecious a nature; or that ſo divine a fparke ſhould 
ceaſe rilfing and aſpiring , untill it joyne it ſelfe to that 
_— flame of glory and majeſtic,from whence it firſt 1- 
ued, | 

Secondly, they cannot ſecure the conſcience diftrefles 
with the apprehenſion of the wrath of God,- oz prevent his 


 Jadgements, Memorable 1s that horrible amazement, that 


furpriſed 


Jo 


| 


' 


_— 
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 ſurprized the heart of Belfhazzar, amid his greateſt jollities, 
| Melting he was 1n pleaſures, and deliciouſneſle ; folacing 
| himſelte amongſt his wives and concubines ; caroufing in | 
the golden and lilver veſſels of the Temple. But when there 


; appeared fingers of a mans hand, which wrote over againſt | 


| the Candlefticke, upon the plaiſter of the wall ( a remem- 

| brancerunto his conſcience, how contemptuoully, and fa- + 
 crilegioully hee had diſhonored the higheſt Majcſtiez and 

' that the vials of Gods heavie vengeance were ready tobee 

| pawred upon his head) all the joyes of his royall pompe va- 

' niſhed as the ſmoke: For then the Kings comnmenance was 
Dan.5.6. | Changed, and his thoughts troubled him, /o that the joynts of 
| hrs loines were looſed , and his knees ſmote one againſt the 9- 

| ther. And now, one pang of his wounded conſcience did 

' much more torment Im, then the kingdome,majeſtie,glory, 

{ andhonour , which he received from his farher Nebnchad- 

| 2247 could ever comfort him. So, I doubt not, but many 

; eimes,the hearts of many glorious Ones 1n this life, that are 
| not 1n trouble like other men, but ſpread themſelves as 

; greene bay-trees; when they heare the certaine judgements 

| of God, denounced out of his booke by his Miniſters, againſt 

| thoſe finnes, to which (by long cuſtome and vowed reſolu- 

' t10n) they have faſtened their afteCtions, becauſe thereon de- 

; pend their pleaſures, honours, ſtates, reputations, contented 

| paſſing the time, orthe like : I ſay, that many times (except 
their conſciences be ſeared up with a hot iron, againit the 

' day of vengeance,and then their caſe 15 unſpeakably wofuli) 

| their hearts tremble, even as the trees of the forreſt, that are 

| ſhaken with the winde : Amid their laughing, their hearts 

| are {orrowfull : Or if their mirth be entire, it 1s but /ke the 
Eccleſ.n.8. | 2)/e of the thornes under the por. Thorues under a pot, you 
| know, make agreat crackling, and a noyſe for a little time : 
| they blaze faire and bright, bur are ſuddenly exrint, and 

} | brought tonothing. Neither are thoſe cold comforters able 

| to quench Gods: hery jealouſe, when 1t breakes forth in 

; plagues and judgements againſt a ſinfull people. Witneſle 

| the Prophets : Zephan. chap. 1. 17, 18. Their bloud ſhall bee 


| 2» 4 powred 


= 
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wred out as duſt, and their fleſh as the dung. Neither their fil- 
= nor their pub ſhall bee WE to deliver _ in the aay of the 
Lords wrath, but the whole land hall bee devoured by the fire 
of his jealouſie, Ezech. 7.19. their ſilver and their goldcannar 
deliver them in the dy of the wrath of the Lord: they ſhall not 
/atisfie their ſoules, neither fill their bowels ; for this ruine us for 
their iniquitie. - Obad.4. Though thou exalt thy ſolfe as the 


Eagle ana make thy neſt among the ſtarres, thence will I bri 


| 


or height of place, can priviledge, or protect us z when our | 
finnes are ripe, and ready to take the flame of Gods fierce 
wrath and indignation, | | 

Thirdly,they cannot ftretch themſelves unto eternity. For 
there are no contentments of this life { wherher they lye in 
honours, riches,pleafures, friends, or the like) let them be ne- | 
ver ſo many in number,ſo potent un the world,or inour own. 
perſwaſions, ſo exempt from mixture of diſcomfort;that can 
poſſibly bring us further, then our death-bed. It may bee for 
a few and wretched dates of our life,they have detained us in 
a fooles paradiſe, yer full of Vipers and Scorpions; It may be 
they have left ſome obſcure prints of unſound joyes in our 
paſlages : but then, at their tarewell,they are utterly diſpoy- 
led of their weake, and imaginary fwceetnes; and are wholly 
turned into wounds, and wormewood, 1nto gall and yexati- 
on. They leavea ſting 1ndeede inthe conſcience, that never 


— 


dies; butthemlelves die all atourdeaths,and lye down with | 


us 1n our graves. W hy then, whenthe 1mmortall foule, be- 
1ng.dillodged from this tabernacle of clay, ſhall now be- 
g1n to enter the conhnes of eternitie,z what ſhall comfort it, 
through that endlefle duration ? For if it looke backeto this 
inch of time,which it conſumedin vanity,it may aske: Wh 


| 4 
have I been troubled about many things ? Why have Idit- | 


quieted my felfein yaine? Why have I1atblenely inſulted 9- 
ver 1nnocency, and accounted fincerity madnes ? VV hathath | 
pride pones me ? or what profit hath the pompe of riches 
brought me ? And it may be anſwered : £1! tho/e things are 


Ir 


paſſed away like a ſpadaw, and as a Poaſt that paſſeth by : 4s 4 ſhip 
WE. . 
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Cap. 14-22, 


| that paſſeth over the waves of the water, which when it ts gone 
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by, the trace thereof cannat be found, neither the | of it in the 
flouas t oy as a bird, that flieth thorow the aire ana no man can ſee 
any token of her paſſage, but onely heaxe the noyſe of her wings, | 
beating the light wind, parting the ayre through the vehementie 
of ber gaing, and flyeth on Praling her wings, whereas afterward 
20 token ofher way can be found, It then the expiration of all 

worldly comforts be mot certaine and inzvitable, at the fur- 
theſt at our departure from this life; 1t 1s tmpoſlible there 
{heuld bee any abſolute joy found 1n them : tor there 1s wan- 
ting the very life and accompliſhment of true happines, a{- 
{urance of perpertuitie, Imagine theretore a man to bee abun- 
dantly encompaſied even with all the detires of his heart ; 
let him waſh his paths with butter; and let the rocke powre 
him out rivers of oyle;let him heape up ſilver as the dutt,and 
gold as the mire 1n the ſtreets; let him decke himſelte with 
majeſtie and excellence, and array himſelf with beaurie and | 


glory; let him drinke up the pleaſures of this world in as 
great abundance as Behemoth the river Tozaan; yer all 1s no-| 
thing, himſelfe being covered with corruption, and mortal1-| 
tie; and the fruition of them with vanitic and change. One | 
generation paſſeth away, and another generation commeth. 
He muſt at length neceſſarily make ret1gnation of al into the 
hands of a new ſucceſſion : and hee ſhall rake nothing away 
when he dies ; neither ſhall his pompe or pleaſures deſcend 
after him.Yet1f a man beſides an entire and interrupted poſ- 
ſe{ſien of his worldly contentments ;z whici 15 never to bee 
looked for in this life,for,as /ob ſpeakes, While his fl-ſb ts4pon 
him, he ſhall be ſorrowfull; and while his ſogle is in him, ut ſhall 
monrne; yet,l lay,it belides he were able to extend his lite to 
many millions of yeeres, the matter were a little more tole- | 
rable. But alas, the life of a man at the molt 1s but a hand- 
bredth, or a ſpan long and that which makes 1t much more 
miſerable, he knowes not in what part of that ſhort ſpanne, 
how ſuddenly,or how ſoone he ſhal be cut off trom the land 


of the living z and goe, and ſhall not returne, even unto the |- } 


lard of darkenefle, and ſhadow of death. For :he rejoycing of 
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the wicked i fort, and the joy of hypocrites is but amament. 
Though his excellenci: mount up to the heaven, and his head | 


reach unto the clouds : yet ſhall he periſh for e ver, like his dung ; | 
and they which have ſeene him, ſhall [ay, where ts he ? Hee ſhall 


flee away 4s a dreame, 2nd they ſhall not find him , and ſhall paſſe 


away 45a viſion of the night. $0 that the eye which bad ſeene | 
bins, ſhall doe ſo no more, and his place ſhall ſee him no more. And ] 
in this reſpect, mans condit1on 15 far 1nter1our to other crea- 


' 
£ 


tures.One generation paſſeth,and another generation ſuccee- | 
deth : but the earth remaineth for ever.The Sun ſeemes every | 
night to lye downe in a bed of darkeneffſe; buthe riſesin the | 
morning clothed with the tame glory and brightnefle; and | 
rejoyceth as a Giant to runne his courſe : Byt man (aith 7b) | Chap.rg. 
7s /iche, and dieth,and man periſheth,axa where is he ? As the wa- | 19411,13- 
ters paſſe from the ſea, and as the flood aecayeth, and dryerh up;/o | 
man ſleepeth, and riſeth not : for he ſhall not wake agame, nor bee 
raiſed from hts ſleepe,till the heaven be no more. 

To let therefore theſe wretched vanities paſſe; as unwor. | 
thy to be 1nfilted vn thus long. For howſoever, the worldly- | 


minced man, wanting utterly the-eye of faith, and having | 


' 
' 
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| lis ere of rea(o dimmed with mitts, that rife from his tumul- ' 


tuous and fiery paſſions, grofle 1gnorance,and wilfull malice, | 
({othat he oniy looks upon the honours,riches, and pleaſures | 
of this life, with a carnall and ſenſuall eye) may ſcemeto ſee | 
inthem ſome glimmerings of happineſſe, and thereafter con- | 
torme and proportion hus defires, endeavours, and projects ; © 
becauſe he hath his portion only 1n this lite: yet certainly,the | 
truly generous mind may cleerely,out of the very apprehen- 
ſion of nature and l1ght of reaſon, difcerne them all to bee no | 
better then a broken tafte of reed ; whereupon if a man leane | 
it will goe 1nto his hand,and pierce 1t,yea,and ftrike his heart | 
too thorow with many ſorrowes ; and that in the time of | 
trouble,they will all prove bur as a broken tooth, andliding | 
foote, To let them therefore pale, and die andperiſh, I come | 
to two other branches of the negative part : civill honeftie, | 
and formall hypocrihie. | 
Theſe indeed are the two great engines, by which in this | 
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full light and glorious noonetide of the Goſpel; the prince 
of this world draweth many multitudes 1nto his ſnares jn 
tins life, and'into chaines of darkenefle 1n the life ro come. 

Sweetneſle of nature, lovelineſle of diſpolition, fairenes of 
' conditions, a pleaſing attabilitie 1n carriage and converſati 
| on; an unſwayed uprightnefle in civill actions, and negoti- 
' ations with men, make a goodly ſhew. But if there be an ac- 
 ceſlion of profeſſion of the Goſpel, of outward pertormance 
| of religious exerciſes, of ſome correſpondence with the ſer- 
| vants of God; why then the matter 1s ttricken dead : There 1s 
| theperfe&tion. What ſoever 1s above, 1s proud hypocritie, 
; vaine glorious fingularitie, phantaiticke preciſeneſle 5 when 
(God knowes)there may beall this,and yet no power of Re- 
11g10n,no lite of grace,no true happinefſe, no hope of etern1- 
tie, To the demonttration of which poine before I proceede, 
let me prevent two objections. 
| Firſt, Ideny nor, but that morall vertuouſnefle 1s good, 
| and excellent 1initſelte; the outward performance of rel1g1- 
' ous duties, and the exerciſe of the meanes of our convertion, 
are neceſſary. But if moral vertuouſneſle were able to put on 
| the greateſt magnthcence and applauſe, that ever it ancient- 
' ly enjoyed amongtt the precifelt Romans; whereby it might 
| worthuly draw into admiration and jult challenge,even thete 
| times of Chriſttanitie: yer in reſpect of acceptance wath 
God,and conformitie to his will ; and being not guided and 
| fanEtihed by ſupernaturall grace , 1t1s but at the beſt the ve- 
' ry filthinefle of a menſtruous clout. And outward aFtions of 

Religion, bee they performed with as glorious a ſhew and 
undi{cernable conveyance,as ever they were by the moſt for- 
mall Phariſe; yet ſevered from a found and fanctihed heart, 
(che ftountaine which gives life, ſweetneſle, andacceptation 
to all outward ſervices) they are bur all, as the cutting off of 
a Dogs necke, and the offering of Swines blond. 

Secondly, I doe not heere by any meanes purpoſe the dif- 
comfort of that man, whole foule 15 yet wraſtling with the 
grievous affiictions and terrors of conſcience, in the ſore tra- 
vell of his new-birth:1 w#ſh unto him the ſweeteſt comforts 
| that | 
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chat either he in his deepeſt agonies can defire, or the = 
of Gods tendereſt compaſſlions are wont to powre 1nto bro- 
ken and bleeding hearts; and that the joyfull lightof his Sa- 
viours countenance may breake toorth upon Jus cloudie and 
drooping conſcience, wth farre greater brighenefſe then e- 
ver the cleereſt Sunne upon the tace of the earthy Nether | 
doe I purpoſe the diſcouragement of him who hath happily | 
aſſed the fearetull,bur neceſſary pangsB8f remorſe for fuines; 
and hath already (by the grace of God) Jaid hold upon the 
merits and mercies of Chriſtby a true;though a weake'tatth. 
I wiſh that his ſoule (as a new-borne babe in Chriff) may” be 
touched with the ſmootheſt hand of the moſt wiſe and cha- 
ritable diſcretion; and that 1t 'may bee nouriſhed” with the 
ſweeteſt milke of the moſt gracious and comfortable pro- | 
miſes. I ever eſteemed 1t- mot blondy cruelty to quench 
the ſmoking flaxe, or breake the bruiſed reed, or ro adde for- 
rowto him whom the Lord hath wounded; and therefore 
rather infinitely deſire toturne the ſmoking flaxe into a bur- 
ning fireof zeale; to refreſh the weake and wounded heart, 
with fofteft oyle of Gods (deareſt mercies; to\'make the 
bruiſed reede a pillar of brafle, that ir may ftand flrong, and 
{ure at the day of tryall. Whereupon, I prenounce out of 
molt certaine grounds of Gods eternal truth, unto the weak- 
eft faith; it true and found; thatthe-gares of hell, with all 
the furic and malice. of the; prince and powers of darke- | 
nefle, thall never prevaile "againit 'it. Thar neither Angels, 
nor principalities, nor things'prefent, nor things to come, 
nor depths below, nor heights above , nor the creatures vf 
tenne thouſand worlds, ſhall ever be able to worke a ſepara- 
tion of 115 from that” infinite” love-of God), which Erſt 
plantedatintheheart;3-or a digjuntion of ir from Chriſt, 
which-inſpires iv cotiemnally with life, fpirit, and 'motion. 
It 43 not ditterence of degrees and meaſure, that takes a- 
way the nature andbeing of it. A ſmall drop of water is as 
well.and truely water, asthe whole Oceana eels fparke 1 
as trvely-ire, both ins eſſence hd qualitie, as the m ghiteſt 
Hamie : the hand ade” may receivea Peatle, as we!l | 
000080 3 - as 
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as the hand of the greateſt Giant, though not hold it fo | 
ſtrongly : a weake faith may be a true faith, and fo a faving 
faith, as well as the full perſwafion and height of aſſurance. | 
Thus onely I muſt adviſe 1n this point; that 1f this gratne of ; 
muaſtard-feed, watered with the dew of grace, grow not to- | 
watds a great tree: if this ſparke, enkindled by the Sparit of | 
God, ſpread not into a big flame: ifthis ſmall mealure of | 
faith be not edged wath a longing fervency after fulneſle of 
per{waſion, and ſeconded with an aT.duous and ſerious en- 
deayour after moreperfeStion; ic was no ſound and faving 
faith, but onely. a counterfeit ſhew, and a deceiving ſha- 
| dow. But yerforall this, I cannot (without a woe) ſpeake 
good of eyzll,and evill of good:I mult not put darkenefle tor 
11ght, and light for darkeneſle : wife Sa/omon hath taught us, 
Pro.17.15. | that' he that. juftifieth the wicked, and hee that condemeth 
the juſt, even they both are au abomination to the! Lord, And 
theretore I muftrell you, that a man may be great 1n the eye / 
of the world, and.in the judgement of the greater part tor, 
his cjvill honeftie, and folemne performances of outward | 
dutics of Religion, (to which many thouſands never at» | 
taine ; ) and yet lumſelfe benot only a ftranger from the life | 
of God and right happineſle, and holden faſt under the pow- 
er and tyranme of the firſt death : but alſo by accident, be- 
ing = up,with a conceit of an .imaginarie perfetion, be- 
come a violent, gppolite to the power ,of Religion and true 
godlineſſe, The reaſon whereof may be this : Our corrupt 
| nature (as 1n matters of underſtanding and opinion) wor- 
keth 1n every man 4 tootoo much loye of his ovne inven- 
tions, and concluſions; all oppoſition inflames the affecti- 
on, and ſets on fopte the wit, to inde gut: arguments for 
| their proofe, Teſt hee ſeeme to have beene too weak of judge-, 
) ment 1n framiug them, or too inconſtant in not defending 
| them : even ſo alſo in matters of life and converſation z and 
the more plauſible a mans courſe 1s, and. the more glori- 
| bully it is entertained of che world, the ſtronger; is his: re- 
folu-ion to continue, un 1t, and the:;more impaticat- hee is 
| of all controlement and' contradiction, So thax morall __ 
| NEItCEz 
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| from the bottome of hell, many difturbances & fearefull ten- 
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neſtie, and outward religiouſnefle, __ in themlelyes good 
and necefary, anda good ſtep to Chriftiamitie : yet by acci- 
dent are many times a ſtrong barre to keepe men from the 
power of godlinefle and unfained finceritie. Becauſe, when 
they contider their prefent courſe _1s in good acceptance 
with the world, and that 1t may well conti{t with the free 
enjoy mint of their honours and pleaſares, at leaſt ariſing | 
fromtheir beloved and ſecret finnes, they willingly and pe- | 
remptorily reſt and repoſe upon it ; contented with a proba- 
ble errour of being inthe ſtate of grace, and with a plauſible | 
paflage unto eternall death. And the rather, becauſe they 
know full well, if they ſhould ſtep forward unto forward- | 
nefle in Religion,and that inward holinefle, without which | 
they ſhall never lee the facedf God, they ſhould not onely 
raiſe up againſt themſelves many thundring tempeſt, of the 
worlds inſolent, falſe, and fpitefull cenſures ; bur: alfo eyen | 


eations.For I am perſwaded, while a man les fecurein the 
courſe of unregeneration if the divell can procure it, he ſhall 
enjoy kis hearts detire, he ſhall bring lus enterpriſes to paſſe; 
and nor fall into trouble like other men. Hee onely then be- 
gins to beſtirre himſelfe, when a man begins to ſtr towards 
grace z or that by his traines, hee hath broughe him to ſome 
point of advantage, to ſome dead lift, to his death-bed; that 
he may have a full ftroke at his deftruction;that he may ſud- 
denly and certainely fwallow him up, body and ſoule ;\and 
then hee payes him home with a witneſle; tor either through 
ſenſeleſneſle, or deſpairt,he finkes him downe irrecoverably | 
into the bottome of aell. | 
Theſe ewo obz=Chons thus prevented ; I come to the 
proofe ot the pomnt in hand. And tirk, theſe reaſons fellow- 
ing may demonſtrate, that he which reaches bur to civill ho- 
neſty,comes farre ſhort of being in Chriſt, and conſequent- 
ly, of true happineſle. | 
Firſt, ſome of the Heathens (out of thoſe weake notions : 
and inclinations to vertuouſnefſe, which corrupted nature | 
confufedly imprinted in their minds) attained a great mea- | 
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| * Cato, bo- | ſure of morall perteCtion. This Ejegie the * Mbrian gives of | 
{ movirtutt |the Roman Cato. Cato was which:aid animate the 
I faire fpeculative image of vertuewilfMively executions and 
Ne feel, pratkice. Goodneſſe: was ſo habitually incorporated into his 
ut facere | honeſt mind, that he did good, not for reſpetts and reſervealy, but 
| videretwr, | becanſe he could poſſibly doe no otherwiſe. Impartiall indifferex- 
ſed quiaa” | ;. was the rule of his ations; and being free from the corrupti- 
+4 nach  e:5 of the time, hee was the ſame man , and had a free com- 
cnique id " | mandover his paſſtons, both in rime of acceptation and ab/grace. 
| ſolum viſum | It 1s further reported of Fabricins, that a man might ſooner 
| ef rationcm | tarne the ſun from his courte, then to {way Fabricius (by re 
ey a ſpects) from honeſt andingenuous dealing, And yer all theſe 
os ow excellencies of morality are juſtiy and truly centured by Di- 
{ zibus buma- | Uinity,to be but Þ ploriou ſins, beantifull ahommations. Auſtin, 
nievitiis im- | *that, great diſputer, and worthy Father, coufirmes it unan- 
| muninſer- | ſyuerably ;: eſpecially from that ground inthe Epiſtle to the 


+= 1g c Hebrewes : Without faith it 1s impoſſible to pleaſe God, Let a 
| Rite babuit. | Mans works in ſhew be never {o good, ſo magnificent, fo 


[ Pateiculus, | charitable; except the heart bee purged from dead workes 


libz. | by alivelyfaith, andpure from an evill conſcience, hee is bur 
* Splendida | - painted fepulchre, or whited wall. Burt yet cake this by the 
_ way ; if theſe Heathens (in the twilight of reaſon) became 
ſuch admirable lights of uprightneſle and honeſty; and yet 
Chriſtians 1n theſe dates (when all the beames of Chriſts 
blefled Goſpel are ſhining and ſhed round about them) con- 
* | tinue ſtill zn darkeneſſe;cold and frozen in prophaneneſk and 
aneeg's z certainely, as it ſhall be eafier tor 7575 and Sidou 

atthe day of judgement,then for Corazr and Beth/aida : ſoit 
| ſhall be eaſier for many Heathens (though to them impoſſi- 
ble) then for thoſe Chriſtians, that paſſe not them in vertue 
and integrity.  Catoand Fabricixs at that day ſhall riſe up a+ 
 gamtt many luke-warme Profeſſors of our times, to their e- 
ternall ſhame, confuſion, and condemnation. 

The ſecond reaſon is grounded upon the words of Saint 
Paul, i Corinth, 2, 14. The naturall man perceiveth nat the 
things of the Spirit of God ; for they are fooliſhneſſe unto him : 
neither can he kyow them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 


Int 
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In this place, by (vaturall man) 15 not meant onely the carnall 
and ſenſuall man, ſwiniſhly wallowing 1n vanities and plea- 
ſures : but as the belt and ſoundeſt Interpreters conceive it, 
even a man conſidered with the whole compaſle of the reaſo- 
nable ſoules poſſibilitie. And mans reaſonable ſoule,by that 
ftregth it yer rerains (ſince 1t was by God juſtly dilinherited 
of all ſpiritual patrimony,for Adams rebellion) may purchaſe 
ſome kind of perteCtion. Firſt,in it ſelfe 1t may be excellent, 
if endowed with a ſharpe wit,a quicke apprehention,a ſtrong 
mind,a piercing judgment,a faithful memory, a more mode- 
rate will,and milder affe&tions. Bur if by induſtry and Art it 
furniſh and fill every ſeverall facultie with choſe ornaments 
and qualities, of which they are naturally capable, the perte- 
Qion 1s much more admirable: And yet behdes theſe excel- 
lencies int ſelfe,it may ſhine glorioully to others,it may go 
further,and inable it ſelf by action,experience and obſervay- 
on, with ſuch an univerſall wiſdome;rhat 1t may not only be 
| fir & qualified for notable offices of ſociety & entercourſe in 
politicke Bodies, but alſo reach unto that depth of forehght, 
and large comprehenſion of circumitances, thatit may bee 
worthy 1mploy ment in affaires of State, and 1n the direction 
and guidance of whole kingdomes. All theſe pertections may 
concur upon the ſoule, and yer it remaine ſtarke blind in the 
myſteries of Salvation. Imagine them al joyntly 1n one man, 
and in the higheſt degree of perfection and excellency, of 
which unſanctified morality 1s capable, and let them be ne- 
ver ſo much admired, & flattered of the world; yet without | 
the ſalt of grace to ſea/on them, & the life of faith to amimare 
them, they are but as gay and rich attire upon aleprous bo- 
dy ; as jewels, chaines, and bracelets, upon a dead and rotten 
carcaſe. Let no manthen deceive lus owne heart; he may be 
enriched with fingulzr pregnancie of all the faculties ot the 
foule, he may be ſtored with varietie of the choiſeſt and pro- 
toundeſt learning, he may exprefle 1n action and civill hone- 
ity the abſolute portraiture of Ariftorles morall vertues; hee 
may be as politicke as Ahitophel;zhoſe counſell which he coun- 
OE in thoſe daies, was like as one had acked counſell at the 
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1s ſtrangely childiſh and a meere infant. For when Ch itt tels 


a profeſt DoCtor inthe Law and the Prophets, and one care- 
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Oratle of God: and yet without ſupernaturall 1Ilumin«tion, 
and the divine graces, of faith, love,zeale,finceritie,ſpirituall 
wiſedome, a ſanQtifed contention of ſpirit, 1n making to- 
wards God in all kind of duties z which only puta man into | 
poſ:ſſion of true happineſſe, and fit him for a bleſſed aflociati. | 
on with God, Angels, and holy men; Iſay, without theſe | 7 
ſupernaturall graces, he cannor only nor perceive the things 
of the Spirit of God, bur (which is an horrible and tearetull 
curſe) even eſteeme them focliſhneſle. 

Thethird reaſon ſhall be taken from the example of Nco- | 7 
demns, Tohn 3. Nicodenms, T am perſwaded, was an honeſt | 7 
and 1ngenuous man; Iam ſure hee was a great man, anda | © 
Teacher of Iſrael z yer when he comes out of his c1vill hone- 
fty and naturall wifedome, toreaſon and confer with Chriſt 
about the ſalvation of his ſoule and eternall happineſſe; hee 


him ; Except @ mas be borne againe, he cannot ſee the kingdome 
of God; he replyes : How can a man be borne which # old ? Can | 
he enter into his mothers wombe agaiue ana bee boyne ? Areply, 
which may breed an aſtoniſhment 1n all chat ſhall ever reade 
this ſtory underſtandingly unto the worlas end: nay, it 
ſeeemes to ſeeme ſtrange to Chriſt himſelte, by his interro- 
gative admiration afterward; eArt thou 4 Teacher of [[rael, 
and knoweſt not theſe things ? And no marvell; tor who would 
think,that one of the belt of the Phariſes,a ruler of the Iewes, 


full co fave his ſoule, ſhould be fo groficly and palpably 1g- | 
norant, 1n a moſt materiall and neceſlary point of falyation; 
eſpecially, having many times, no doubt, read it in Moſes 
and the Prophets? Amongſt many places, he might ſee, Exec. 
36.26,27. moſt clearely laid downe the great and glorious |. 
worke of our new birth : A new heart alſo will I give you, and 

ane ſpirit will I put within you and I will take the ſtony heart ont 

of your body,and I will give you a heart of fleſh,&5c. But when he 

comes from teaching,and reading of this and the like places, - 
to be examined 1a the practice and experimentall feeling of 
theſe graces of regeneration upon his owne ſoule ; why, hee | 
talkes 


| heart is not ſeaſoned with ſaving grace ; let the underſtan- 


—____ 


=, 


— _— 


, —_— 


A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 


talkes ofa man thart is old, entring againe into his mothers 
wombe : from whence he ſhould certainely returne with a 
doubled pollution and corruption of nature z and once more 
the child of Satan thenthe was before. But fo it 1s, where the 
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ding be never ſo great with ſwelling knowledge,the praCti- 
call powers of the ſoule never ſo pregnant with. wiſedome 
and policy, and perfe&ed with morall vertues ;. yet there 1s 
nothing to be expected from that man in matters and myfte- 
ries of {alvation, but darkeneſfle and blindnefle, childi{hnefle 
and ſtupigiie. 

Fourthly the young man in the Gofpel may beea fit 1n- 
ſtance for our preſent purpoſe. He was unreproovable 1m the 
externall juſtice and outward obfervances of the ſecond ta- 
ble, wherein civill honeſtie doth principally contilt;but how 
farre he was from inward fanctifhcation, the ſtate. of grace, 
and happineſſe of Gods children, appeares in the ſtory. For 
when the ſacred and powerfull words ot our bleſſed Saviour, 
| had inſfinuated into the ſecrets ofhis {oule, and ftrucke at his 
{weete ſin of covetouſneſle ; the young man 1s preſently.caft 
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into a fit of melancholy : Chriſt 1s too preciſe a Preacher tos 
' him, he cannot digeſt ſucha ſtrict and ſevere courſe : hit will | 
not abandon his pleaſures of world!inefle, his Palaces, his | 
poſleſſions, to follow Chriſt the Lord of heavenand earth | 
1n this lite, though he aſſure him of the rich treaſures of eter- | 
nall bleflednefk in the life to-come:3Fhen the young man heard 
that ſaying, hee went away ſorrowfull : for hee had great poſſeſſi- 
ons. W hereby we may fee, that a man may be crvilly honeſt 
and uncenſurable in outward workes of juſtice, and yet har- 
bour and nouriſh ſome cloſe eorruptions, and twerte: fin in 
his heart : from which rather then-he will heewilllole | 
his part in Chriſt, the bottomleſke founraine of endleficjoyes | 
and comforts; and his portion of unvaluable. glory m the 
new Teruſalem. 21 IS 

This paint being thus manifeſt, for concluſion Þ will lay 
downe' certaine differences, betwixt the righteouſneſle of 


taith and ſanGtification,andrhe righteouſneſſe.of civill hone+ 


Matth.19. 


| Verſ.12, 
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' tie, chat a man may have ſome directions to examine his 
 ſoule and conſcience 1n this reſpect. 

| Firſtrhe fountaine arid originall of righteouſneſle of faith, 
15 the ſanCtifymg Spirit of God:I cal it the ſanctitying Spirit 
| becauſe the {pint of God may by a generall influence con- 
; Curre to the llumination of the underſtanding with know- 
 ledge,and acavill reformation of the will even 1n the unrege- 
' nerate:but the ſanCtifying Spirit,by the miraculous operative 
' of ſaving grace, doth purge and mortihe the inmoſt afte1i- 
| ons, plantJultifying faith 1n the ueart,, renew all the powers 
' of the ſoule, & reinveſt the (tn ſome good meaſure) with the 
| bleſſed image of holinefle and integritie which they loſt in 


Adam. But the cauſe and tountaine of righteouſneſle of ci- | 


| vill honefhie, may be goodneſle of conſtitution, and ingeny- 
| ouſneſk; whereby a man may not be ſo apt and inclinable to 
{ Notorious finnes, or want of trials and provocations,or feare 
' of lawes and temporall puniſhments, or detire of reputation 
; and riſing, ora vaine hope to ſtay Gods judgements for in- 
| ward corruptions by civall outwardnelle, or at beſt, the re- 
training Spirit of God : by which he doth onely repreſic the 
| furies and outrages of the wicked, and reduce them to ſome 
' mod&ation and honeſtie, for the quiet of his Elect, and con- 
ſervation of Kingdomes, For if God did not pur lus hooke 
1ntothe noſtrils of prophane men; and his bridle into their 
 lippes,every oneofthem (4th every man hath 11 his corrupt 
 natyre the ſeedes of all finnes that ever have, are, or may be 
' committed) Liay every one of them might become a cruell 
| Senacherib,arailing Shemes, a tratterous [naxs, a bloudy Bon- 
| ner, an hel liſh F FA, ary rok W oolves and Lyons againſt the 
' filly andamnocent Lambes of Cheitts fold. : :..;.. * 

| Secondly, mghteouſneſſe- of :c1vill honeltie, in: outward 
actions,may make acolourable pretence of pictie and up- 
| rightnes;but indeed hath many ſecret relations to pleaſures, 
to friends,to profit,co preterments, torevengement, to'paſſi- 
| ons,partialities andevents; and ſuch like by-rc{pects;not ea» 
{ily diſcernable, but _—_—_— eyes arc- tenne thoufand 


| times brighterthen the'Sunne. But righteouſneſle of faith 
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| hath in all a&t1ons,for the maine {cope and principall end,the | 
| glory and honour of God: and if infirmitie doe ſometimes | 
| dittaine them with ſome mixture and adherence of reſpects, | 
(for who can ſay, My heart1s cleanc?even the purett actions ' 
| are m1xt with ſome {ſpice of corruptions;) 1: workes 1n the | 
faithfull ſoule much griete, ſorrow, itriving againſt, repen- | 
| tance ang] humiliation. | 
Thirdly, righteoufneſle of faith, doth labour watchfully, 
relig10ufly,and confctonably 1nthat particular calling,wher- | 
| 1n Gods providence hath placed a man, and 1n all the parts | 
| and ſpecial duties of godlineſſe and obedience. But civill ho- | 
neſtte wanders in the generalities of rel1g10n ; and many | 
times 11 1mpertinent, unſetled and unlmited courſes, 
Fourthly, righteouſnefle of faith doth ftrive with greateſt 
earneſtneſſe and contentaon of {pirit tor ſpirituall comforrt , | 
| and a good conſcience before God. But crv1l honettte 1s fully | 
| and finally ſatisfied with credit and plauſiblenefle amonglit | 
| men, 
| Fittly, civill honeftie makes no great conſcience of ſmak 
| ler innes; as lying,lefler oathes, gaming, prophane jelting, ' 
1dlenefſe, pattime on the Sabbath day, and rhe like: Bur | 
r1ghteouſneſe of farch having a ſentible feeling of the heavie | 
waight of finne, from thoſe anguiſhes which the conſcience 
telr betore the infuſhon of faith; and being {till ſtung with | 
a checke and ſmart for all kind of tran{gretſions, doth leafo- 
nably and proportionably. hate and make retiltance to all | 
knowne tinnes. | 
Sixtly, civill honeſtie doth not ute to make oppoſition a- 
gainit the finnes of the time , but 1s even willing to be car- | 
ried with the ſtreame z onely upon more fire and probable ' 
tearmes, then notorious fintulnefſe; and therefore will goe 
and encourage a mai 1n godly courtes, and good caulcs, un | 
ill hee meete with, either a wound to his Rate, a di{grace to | 
his perſon, a difturbance to his pleaſures, an 1mputation to | 
his forwardnefle, a ſtop to his preterments, lofle of friends, | 


| 1mmunencie of danger, or any ſuch crofle {and difcous | 
ragefment; and then 1tteacheth him to ſtcp backe, as a man | 
p ready | 
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ready to tread upon aſerpent, and to ſtart aſide like a broken 
Bow. But righteouſnefle of taith doth ſtand our for the ho- 
nour of God, and ordinarily goes thorow-ſtich, 1n good 
cauſes; come what come can; crofles or calumniations, good 
report or evill report, men or divels. For it 15 compleatly ar- 
med with confidence of fturure happinelle, and hath fixtthe 
cye upon the crowne of immortality ; wiuch if heaven and 
earth conſpired, they were not able to pull 1t out of his hand, 
that reſerves it in the heavens, for all thoſe that fight a good 
kght, that keepe the faith, and run with conttancy the race 
ot Janctification. 

The nexr point of the negative part of my doctrine,is for- 
} mall hypocrifie. W hich that you may more cleerely under- 
| ſtand, confider with me three kinds of hypocritie : privy hu- 
| pocrifie, grofſe hypocrthe, formall hypocrthe. \ 

Privie hypocritie 15 that, by which a man makes profeſſt- 
on of more then 1s 1n his heart. And this ſometimes doth 
| mixe it lelfe even with the taireſt and molt ſanctified ations 
of Gods deareſt children; and dorh ſooneſt infinuate into a 
heart ſtored with the rich treaſures of true godlinefle, For 
Satan, if hee cafinotdetaine a mans ſoule 1n notorious finful- 
neſle, in meere civall honeſtie, or formalitie, but that by the 
ſacred 1nſpirations of Gods good ſpirit, it 1s pulled out of the 
mourh of hell, from the ſlaverie of {in, and courſcs of darkes 
nes,into the glorious hight and liberty of Chritts Kingdome; 
he 1s inraged with herce and 1mplacable fury, anddothever 
certainely with eager purſuit perſecure thar ſoule, both by 
his owne 1mmediate malice, and by the cruell agencie of 
prophane men. Andf ſo be he cannot procure a ſcandalous 
| relapſe into grofle fines; yet that hee may in ſome meaſure 
worke the diſhonour of God, and the diſcomfort of his no- 
| bleſt creature,the two maine ends of all the policies of hell, 
| hee doth labour to diſtaine the pure ſtreames of divine grace 
in the toule puddle of our corrupted nature; and at leaſt ts 


———— 


falten the ſpots of privie hypocrite upon the beit actions, 
and the yery face of innocencie. This hypocrifie (as I take 1t) 
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| ariſerh from ſpirituall pride, For when a godly man, by the 
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lefſ: miſerie and confuſion : the other, whiles. he continues | 


| reliques of mans proud nature, doth cunningly draw him to 
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great worke of regeneration 1s become more excellent , then 
his neighbor; as 1adeed he incomparably is, howſoever the 
worlds eſtimation be otherwiſe : Becauſe the one 1s, as yet,a 
limme of Satan, receiving from him the curſed influence of 
foule pollutions,of uncleannefle, and Iying,of maliceand re- 
venge, of pride and profaneneſle, &c. The other 1s already a 
vieſſed member of Chrifts my ſticall body,continually 1nſp1- | 
red with holy motions and the life of grace. The one lies | 
polluted :n his owue bloud, incompaſled with the menitru- | 
ous clouts of loathſome corruptions; of all natures, except 

onely rhe Divell and his angels, the moſt wretched and 

forlorae ; of the family of hell, heire of horrour and deſola- 
tion:The other by the immorrtall ſeed of the pure and power- | 
full Word of God,is made partaker of the aivine natwre ; clo- 

thed with the rich and unvaluable robe of Chritts juſtice ; 

guarded with an invincible troope of heavenly Angels; juft- | 
ly intituled to a Kiffgdome of unconcetveable glorte, and | 
pleaſures more then the ſtarres of the firmament 1n number, 

The one 1s a wrongfull uſurper of the riches, honors and pre, 
ferments of this lite; for which hereafter he muft be condem- 

ned to chaines of eternall darkenefle, and dungeon of end- | 


in this world, 1s a rightfull owner and poſſeſſor of tae earth, | 
and all the creatures and bleſſings of God; and when hee | 
departs hence;he ſhall be made a glorious inhabitant of thole { 
ſacred manſions, where conftant peace , unmixed joyes, and | 
bleſſed immorralitic even for ever andever doe dwell. Which | 
great difference when the godly man perceiyes,a!:d his owne 
prerogatives, hee is filled with a ftrange and joytull amaze- | 
ment and admiration of his owne happinefle;z which Satan | 
ſeeing, who 1s perfeStly experienced 1n all advantages and 
opportunities for ſpirituall aflaults; and working upon the 


advance above that which 1s meere within himſelfe, un his 
owne opinion, the worth of his owne graces and vertues. 
Which that he may convey and preſent to the view of the 
world,with an excellencie proportionable to his owne over- 

weenng 
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weening couceit, he 1s forced to admit the ſecret and wnſenli- | 
ble poylon of privy hypocriſiez which he doth more eaſily 
at the firſt entertaine, becauſe the peſtilencie and bitcernefſe 
thereof is not diſcernable by reaſon of the predominancie 
and ſweetneſle of the freſh _ graces of Gods Spirit 1n 
his ſoule. But when by afflictions or diſgraces, by ſome ex- 
traordinary tentation or particular checkes from the Mini- 
ery ofthe Word, the uglineſle of 1t 1s diſcovered to his con- 
ſcience; he for ever abhorres it, as a conſuming canker, rhat 
' would fret outthe very heart of grace,and extinguiſh the life 
of finceritie; and therefore wich much humiliation and fer- 
vencie doth pray againtt ir, ſtrive againſt it,and by the mer- 
cies of God prevaile againſt it. 

This kind of lypocrifie belongs not to my preſent pur- 
poſe ; onely by the way let mee give advertiſement to the 
child of God (for to him onely I ſpeake in this point, to the 
end he may keep his heart unblameadle 1n holincfle, and pre- 
ſerve the true reliſh and ſound joy of good aftions entire, 
and undiſtempered) that hee would ſtrongly fence his heart 
with a gracious and unfained humilitie, againſt privie pride 

the morher of this hypocrihe; as againit a cloſe undermi- 
ning,and a moſt dangerousenemie; and the more ſeriouſly 
and watchfully for theſe reaſons: partly drawne from the 
nature of the ſin:and partly from the itare of 113 foule, From 
the nature of the {11 ; 

Firſt, other finnes grow from poyſonous and peſtilent 
rootes; as Adultery, from 1dleneſie; Faction, from: diſcon- 
tent; Murther, from malice; leſting out of the W ord of God, 
from a prophane heart; the Killing of foules, from Non-refi- 
denc1e; Envie and flattery, from a baſe and unmanly weake- 
neſl2 of mind; Violent ambition, from a diſtruſttull ind:- 
pendeucieupon God ; Scorning of godlineſle, trom a repro- 

| bate ſenſe : but this fin ſpringeth from a faire and 'unſuſpe- 
cted fountaine, even from zeale, godly duties, ar\xi good 
actions. | 

Secondly, other grofſe finnes ſpread themſelves untver- 
{ally over the whole corrupt maſle of all the fonnes of men; | 


but \ 
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but this doth fingle out the choſen of God, and takes up his 
ſeate in the tan&tafled ſoule. | 1iths. 

Thirdly, this finne doth unavoidably wind it felfe into 
the heart of man, with a ſhe and peculiar kinde of infinua- 
tion. For whena godly man for a good action or inward / 
grace doth ſeeme to diſclaime pride 1n his conſcience, hee 
may be proud that he is not proud,even of his humulitie; and 
that he 1s able to deſcric his pride and corruptions more then 
others can do. So endleſle are the mazes of Satans circular ten- 
tations. 

Fourthly, there is no depth of knowledge, no meaſure of 
grace, no eminence of zeale can be exempred from hazard | 
of ſurprifall, by this laſt and moſt cunning encounter of Sa- 
tan by privy pride. Pas/,that great inſtrument of Gods grea- i 
reſt glorie, 1n whom there was a matchlefle concurrence of 
divine graces , and variette of all manner of afflictions, no- 
table meanes to keepe the heart of man in humulitiez yet leſt 
he ſhould be exalted out of meaſure through the abundance 
of revelations, there was given unto him a pricke in the fleſh 
the meſſenger of Satan to buffer him. | 

_— taken from the ſtate of the regenerate ſoule, are 
theſe : . 

Firſt, lerthe beft and moſt mortified man turne the eye of 
his conſcience from the truitiefle and dangerous ſpeculation 
of his owne worthunefſe; and fatten it awhile upon his cor- 
ruptions and infirmittes , upon his many deficiencies in 
rel1gious auties and executions. of his calling, wants, and 
weakeneſks in prayer and inward devotion, his dulneſſe and 
uncheerefulneſle m religiousexerciſes, us omiſſions of ſeryi- | 
ces and occaſions for the inlarging of the kingdom of Chriſt, 
his cold and ſometimes cowardly proſecution of good cau- 
ſes, his now and then (linking from a bold profeſſion of fin- 
ceritie, for feare of the yajne and wretched impurations of 
worldlings,&c. and out of this conſideration, he will be fo 
farre from ſelfe conceitedneſie, and a' partiall oyeryaluing 
of his owne gifts and vertues, that hee will inde much mat- 
ter and jult cauſe to renew his —_— to ſtand upon 
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his guard againſt fpirituall pride, ro continne and increafe 


| his humiliation, to double his zeale and reſolution for the | * 


glorifying of God, and fubduing his owne ſecret corrup- | 
TtLONS, BOIL 2! 

| Secondly, let him conſider, how before his calling he mar- 

| ched furioufly and deſperately under Satans colours, 1n the 
purluite of pleaſures, vanities and worldly honours; with 


| how reſolute hatred and contempt he oppoſed againtt fince- 


ritie and faving grace, as againtt needclefle precuſenefle and | © 


Bur after 1t pleaſed the Lord to place his Angel in the way 


folly ; how fearelefly and how far he ran 1n the paths of 1ni- 
quirie, and the linful paſſages of the kingdome ot darkenefle; 
where nv reward was to be expected but ſhame and miſerie. 


to top the torrent of his 1umpieties, & to ſer his ſacred W ord 

before his eycs, as a glorious light to direct him in the waies 

of righteouſnefle : let him remember how often hee hath 
| ſtarted aſide for falſe & imaginary feares; how often he hath 
| ſtumbled eyen1n theeven path, through his owne heedlet- 
 neſſe ; how often he hathſtood {ill 1n his way, either gazing 
| onthe painted and lying glory of the world, or liſtening to 
| che allurements and deceitfull charmes of his owne teſh : 
| Nay, how ſometimes he hath been inforced to retire by ſome 
| cunning traine and malicious ſtratagem of Satan. So that 
| (fince his converſion he hath butrunne faincly and flowly, 


| and woon little ground in the grace of godlineſke; although of 


| there be ſet before him the m—_ of the tugh calling, the high- 


eft advancement of the ſoule,tulnelle ot joy, andthe precious | ; 


; treaſures of iummortalicie. And if he demurre awtule ſoundly 


owne excellencie, be juſtly Piagued with a ſcandalous fall 
into ſome groſle fin; winch beſides it owne particular fting, 
will unto his great diſcomfort awake the old finnes of his| 
| unregeneration, like ſo many flecping Lyons, with opc 
mouthes tocharge afreſh upon the conſcience with new 4 
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| upon this point; he may forever feare left a {elf-liking of his | 8 


| rors and fearetull vexations. : | 
Thirdly, letthe godly Chriſtian Iooke up at the liberall | 7 
| and mercifull hand of God, which out of the bottomleſſe| | 


___depth| 
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depth of his owne bountie hath reached unto him, whatſoe- 
| ver gitts he hath z whether of body or mind, of honours or 
outward poſkflions, of nature or grace: and hee. ſhall finde 
farre greater reaſon to be continually grieved and bumbled, 
that the bright and unfpotted beames of Gods lanctifping 
Spirit, are foulely darkned and leflened in bis body of death; | 
then to beexalted in his owne conccit,. in that it hath plea- : 
{:d God of his meere and free mercie to1llighten the darknes | 
of his heart; without wiuch ſupernaturall Ylumination, hee 
ſhould have lived in blindnefle and miſerably untill deaths 
and after this life been caſt out into utter darkeneſle and re- 
medileſk defolation. | 

Fourthly,let him take keed how he harbors and nouriſhes 
this viper of ſpirituall pride in the boſome of his foule;left it 
taking uhſeaſonable heate and warmth from his zeale, ens | 
danger the whole frame of his new man : Either by perſwa- 
ding him to imbrace ſome groundleſle fingulariic of un- 
| warrantable apinions ;z which by reafon of his vertues will 
{pread more plauſibly ,and by conſequent more dangeroully, 
For a perſwaliop of 11tegritie 1s not onely a motive to roote 
an opinion deepely in a mans owne apprehenſion; but allo a | 
meanes to make 1t more currant and patlable with che admi- | . 
rers of his graces. Or elſe this ſpirituall pride may(by Gods | 
juſt judgement) draw upon him a deaanefic: of heart, a dul- 
neſle of zeale, an intermiſſion of: operations of grace ; which 
the child of God doth infinitely more feare,then any afflicti- | 
on or croſle that can poſſibly befall him trom prophane men, 
either upon his body, or ftate,or goad name. 

Thele reaſons may juſtly moave every taithfull Chriſtian, 
with much cearneſtnefic and prayer to labour after, and fertle 
ſurely in, his heart, a true ard undiflembled humilitie; as the | - 
onely {oyeraigne meanes to preſerve the life and vigour of | 
| lus graces in his owne ſoule,their fruit and benefit to others, | 

their bleſſing and RT with God : and with the | 
watchfulleit eye of his ſpirituall wiſedome,to hold in - 
tuall jealoufie the cunning {leights and windings of eh $ 1» 


| 


| 


lnuatiye finne of privie pride; that both fo pettilent a canker | 
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may be kept out of the ſoule, andthe paſſage may bee ftopt to 
privie hypocriſie z with wiuch, I told you before, Satan doth 
endeavour with might and maine to diſcomfort aud diſgrace 
the ations and exerciſes,even ofthe child of God. 

The ſecond kind of. kypocritie 1s groſk hypocrifiez by 
which a manprofeſſeth thas which 1s not 1n his heart at all, 
and ſo deceives others, bur not his owne heart. And this 13 
molt properly hypocrifie : tor the Greeke word immpris, (1g- 
pificth a ttage-player z who ſometimes putteth on the robes 
and mazeſtie of a Prince, humſelte being of a baſe and neg- 
lected ftate : Or the gravitieand wiſedome of a Counſeller, 
himſelfe being of roguiſh and diſlolute conditions : Some= 
times he repreſenteth achaſt and modeſt lover, his owne life 
being a prattice ofuncleannefle : Sometimes hee afſumeth a 
—_— and honeſt vocation, his owne being accurſed and un- 
warrantable. Even ſuch 1s the. grofle hypocrite upon the 
ſtage of rthis world,a very painted ſepulcher and whited wal 
glorious indeed in outward faſhions and folemnities, in 
{hewes and repreſentations to the eye of theworld; bur if it 
were poſlible for aman to make an exact 1nquire into the 
cloſe and hiddenpaſſages of his heart, he ſhould finde many 
blacke and bloudy projects, for compaſling revenge even 
upon ſurmiſed oppolites z many ambitious fteps built upon 
gatteric and diſſembling, baſeneſle and briberie for his riting 
and preferments; many ttingivg ſwarmes of fiery lutts and 
 1mpure thoughts, which areerther ſpent 1n ſpeculative wan- 
| tonnefle and the adulteries of the heart ; or elſe for feare of 
| . 
| the worlds notice, breake.outonely intoa ſtrange and ſecret 
filchinefſe; In a word, underthe veile of his outward religi- 
| oulnefle, he ſhould ſee a perte&t anatomy of the infinite and 
' deceitfull corruptions of the heart of man, and many plau- 
 Gble aud politique conveyances to bleare the eyes of the 
| world; howſoever wretched man upon his owne fillie and 
| forlorne ſoule he certainely drawes an exceeding waight of 
| vengeance. This kind of hypocrite 15 more muſerable, and of 
lefſe hope then the open ſinner. 

Firk, becauſe he finneth againſt the light of his conſcience, 
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hich manner of. inning makes him incapable of ſaving | 
pon For how can _ heart, which to naturall hardnefie- 
addeth a voluntary obfirmation 11 linne , and rehiftance to 
godly motions, receive the ſoftning and ſanQifying ſpiritof 
God?How ſhould thoſe unruly aftections/be camed by the 
power of Religion, who pleaſe themlelves, and hold 1e-their 
greateſt glory to ſceme moft moderate outwardly,when in- 
wardly they boyle moſt intemperately un luſt, pride, malice, 
contempt of zelous fimplicitie, and1n other touleſt pollu- 
tions?How ſhould the brightneſſe of wiſedome ſhine, where 
the windovves ofthe ſoule are ſhut cloſe, wilfully and upon 
ſet purpol: ? * | 
Secondly, by reaſon of the ſhining lampe of an ontward 
protellion, howſoever he want the oyle of grace in his heart, 
hee ſo dazels the eyes of men,that he barres himfelfe of thoſe / 
reproofes and wholeſome admonitions, whereby the open 
finner 1s many times confounded and amazed rm his conſci- 
ence, humbled and caſt downe 1n himſclte, and happily re- 
claimed and converted. 
\ Thirdly, all publike apprehenkons and advertiſements 
from the Miniſterte-of the W ord,although they be as fo ma- 
ny loud cries ſounding in his cares, to awake him out of the 
dead-flumber of hypocniie ; hee e:ther 1nterprets to procetde | 
from ſome particular malice, or undiſcreere heatez and fo 
paſſesthemover with a bitter aud peremptorie cenfure; or 
elſc out of the-pride of his heart hee poſterh them over from 
himfelfe, as not wnfamous or notorioas in the worlds 
opinion , and transferres them upon the open finners ; | 
being aflured that in the judgement of others, whom hee 
blinds and deludes by his Art of Seeming, they belong 
not te him. _ 

- Fourthly,he is juſtly obnoxiousto an extraordinarie mea- | 
lure of Gods hatred and indignation. For every ingenuous | 
| man out of the grounds of moralifie, holdeth in greateſt de- | - 

teſtation, a doubling and diflembling companion; as a fel> | 
low of extreme baſenefle and ſervilitie, moſt unworthy es |: 
bee entertained, either into his _ attections and appro- |: 
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' bation; or outward ſervices and'imployments; how much 
| more the God of heaven and earth, who ſecth clcerely 1nto 
| the 1inmoſtcloſet ef rhe heart? For hell and deitruction are 
| before the Lord, how much more the hearts of chz fonnes of 
men ? I ſay, f&w much more matt he needs douvle his inti- | 
; nite hatred of fin againſt rhe double iniquitie of hypocrifie ? 
| how mult his foule' abhorre that wretched creature, whict 
' beares the world in hand, and-makes a ſhew unto men , thar | 
' he ſtands for God,and his honour and ſervice; but ungde<de 1s 
' a cloſe fator for Satan, his owne pleaſures, aud-the powers 
' of darknefſe ? Andags the hypocrite is ſubject ro Gods extra- 
| ; ordinary hatred ;\{o is hee lyable to an extraordinary weight 
| of vengeance : For when the wrath of the Lord 1s once 11- 
 kindled againſt him,it1s pawred out like fire, & burnes even 
' to the bottome of hell. His teare commeth like an horrible 
d-ſolation, and his deftruction like a whirlewinde. Terrors: 
ſhall rake him as warters, and a tempeſt ſhall carry himaway! 
| by night: And ſocertaine are theſe plagues, thac as though 
| the hypocrite were already turned into a Divell, or into the 
very fiery lake, it 1s {aid inthe Goſpel, of other finners, tha 
| they ſhall have thear __ with tne hypocrite, waere ſhall 
| be weeping and gnathing of teeth. 
| | Good Lord, itis ſtrange and fearefull, that ſo noble and 
excellent a creature as man, endued with reaſon and under- 
| ſtanding like an Angel of God ; having (bekdes the preci- 
| ouſneſl of the holy Booke of God) thoſe great and univer- 
' fall metives, the immortalitie of the ſoule, the reſurre&tion 
; of the dead, the joyes ofthe kingdome ot heaven,the endlefle 
 paines of the wicked, which except he be a damned Atheift , 
' hee doth certainely beleeve; and where as hee might live on 
earth with unconquerable comfort, and ſhine hereatter' as 
the bregheneſle of the firmament; bee a companion of Saints 
and Angels, and ſtand 1n the glorious preſence of the high- 
eſt Majethie for ever and ever : yet for all this, will even wil- 
fully againſt che light of his conſcience, and with the cer- 
{ tatne knowledge of his heart, by bis groſle hypocritie, ſe- 
j cret abominations and uncleannefle,priyie practiſes tor fome 
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wretched pleaſures and preferments, make lumſelte in the 
eyes of God (howlſoever he deceive men) a very mcarnate 
devill uponearthz andatter tlus lite, juitly heape upon his | 
body aud foule, all-the horrers and defparres, tortures and 
plagues, which a created nature 1s capable of / 
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Oh that the hypocrite would conſider theſe things in | 
time, leſt the wrath and kerie jcaloutie of the Lord breake | 
forth upon him tuddenly and inevitably; like forrowes upon | 
2 woman intravell, and teare him in peeces whenthere bee : 
| none that can deliver him ! Well may hee carry the matter : 
{moothly for a time, and by his jugling diflimulation caſt a ' 
mitt about him,and 1nwrap himlelte 1n darkeneſle from the | 
eye of the world ; yet let hum know, that 1n the meane time 
his finnes are writing by the hand of Gods Iuftice, with the 
point ofa Diamond , inthe regilter ct lus conſcience; and | 
when their pumber and mealure 1s accompliſhed, the Lord | 
will come againſt him, even with whole armies of plagues | 
| and vengeance, as againſt the molt hatetull object of his re- | 
verging luſtice the moitbaſe and unnaturall Oppotite of fo | 
pure a Majcſtie, and the moſt notorious and tranſcendent in- | 
{trument of Satans deepeſt malice. | 
| This kind of hypocrite belongs not to my preſent pur- 
| poſe;and therefore I leave him (without ſound and timely | 
repentance) to ſome ftrange and markable judgement, even | 
in this life : Or it hepaſle theſe tew dates honorably and pro= | 
ſperoully (as 1t 1s many times the lor of the wicked,) let him | 
expect upon his deaths-bed the hery darts of Satan, empoy- | 
{oned with hellith malice and crueltie, to be faſtneddeepely | 
in his ſoule; and ſuch pangs and anguiſh of conſcience, that | 
will poſſefle him of hell before hand. Or 1fhee depart out of | 
this world withour ſenſe of his finne,or elſe at the beſt, with | 
ſome formall and perfunctorie ſhew of penitencie yer ler | 
his heart tremble for the feares thar it ſhall feare atthe great 
and terrible day of the Lord : whenthe vizard of his hypo- 
crifie ſhall certainely be pulled off his face; and hee aſhamed 
and confounded in the preſence of the blefled Trinitie, of 
| Angels, andallthe menthat ever were z and irrecoverably | 
| D 4 bandoned 
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abandoned from the face of God,and from the fruition of his 


zoyes, tothe maſt conſuming flame of the fire of hell, and the 
lothſomeſ dungeon of the bectomlefle pir. 

|  The-third kind of hypocrite 1s. formall hypocrifie, by 
which a man doth not onely deceive others with a ſhew of 
piety. and outward forme of Religion ; but allo his owne 
heart, witha falſe concert and per{walion that he 1s1n a hap- 
pie-tate, when as1n truth his foule was never yet {cafoned 
wath ſayang grace,and thepower of Religion. And I beſeech 
you marke men this point: it 15 of greateſt conſequence to 
every one for a found triall and examination of the ſtate of 
| his conſcience, whether he yet Live the life of God, and ſtand 
in the ttate of grace; or lye 1nthralled in the fetters and (lave- 
rie of f1nand Satan. For herem I muſttel] you how far a man 
may proceede in outward profeſſion of che Truth, in ſuper- 
naturall decreaſe of finfulneſk, in fame kinds and meaſure 
of 1award graces, and yet come utterly ſhort of true happi- 
neſſe z and without an addition of the truth of regeneration 
and a ſoundconvertion,ſhall be cut off for ever from all hope 
of immortality, and ſhall never bee able to ftand firme and 
{ure 1n the day of the Lord ITefus. 

For a more per{picuous explication of this potnt, conceive 
-with me thoſe perfeGtions winch may befall a man, as yet 
unregenerate and mn the ſtate of damnation. 

Wee may, ſuppoſe in him, firſt, all thoſe gifts which the | 
poſiibulity of nature can eonferre upon him, all ornaments 
of Arts and knowledge, of wifedome and policte : not onely 
that which 1s purchaſed by experience, obſervatton, and 1m- 
 ployment 1n points of State ; but alſo the ſpirit: of govern- 

ment, as Sau/ had, Tothele wee may adde Sada and 
| faireneſle of conditions, an exatnefle of civill honeſtie and 
morall juftice, immunity from groſfle and infamous ſinnes; 
And thus farre the Heathens may goe:: And thus far we-pro= 
ceeded in our laſt Diſcourſe. But m theſe times of Chrittia- 
ntie, a reprobate may goe farre further then ever the: moſt 
innocent Heathen that ever lived could poſſibly ; though 
ſome of them. wero admirable for their mild and mercifull 
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 difpoſirion, ſome for their vertnous ſeveritie, {one for mnte- 
gritic of life, ſome for conſtancie and reſolution 11 goodneſſe, 
{cme tor preferring the unſpottednefſe of their life before 
molt exqu.ſite tortures. For to all thefe he may addea: glori- 
ous protefſion of the Goſpel, a performance of all outward 
duties and exerciſes of region, many workes of charitie and | 
monuments of his rich magnificence. Nay,betides all this,he 

may be made partaker of ſome meaſure of inward illamina- 

tion, of a ſhadow of true regeneration ; there being no grace 

eftectually wrought in the taithtull, whereof a reſemblance 

may not be found in the unregenerate. This laſt point will 

molt clearely appeare unto you out of the 8. of Zyke, and the 

6.to the Hebrewes. 

In the eighth of Zuke,thehearer reſembled unto the ſtony 
ground, 1s the formall hypocnte;zwho there 1s ſaid to beleeve 
for a time, and therefore by the 1nward;though more general 
and inferiour working of the Spirit, may have atemporary | 
fith begor 10 lim. In which faith we may conlider theſe de- 
grees. 


Firſt, hee may bee endued withunderſtanding and know- 
ledge1n the Word of God. 

Hemay be per{waded that 1t 1s divinely inſpired, and that 
it1s moſt true, 

He may ſee _— by the Law of God, the grievous in- 


tolerablenefle of his 
unto them. 

He may be amazed and terrified with tcarefull horror and 
remorſe of conſcience for his finnes. 

He may give aſſentunto thecovenant of grace'in Chriſt, as 
moſt certaine and ſare;and may concerve,that Clinits merits 
are ef an invaluable price, and amoſt precious reſtorative to a. 
langwſhing ſoule. 

He may be perſwaded1n a generalitie and confuſed man- 
ner,that the Lord wil make good hrs covenant of grace'unto 
the members of his Church;and thathe will plenafully per- 
tormeall the promiſes ef happineſle upon his Children. 

He may betroubled in mind with grudgings and- — 
10ns, 
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Qions, with reluftation and f{cruples before the commiſſion 

of linne, our of the ſtrength of naturall conſcience, ſeconded 

witha ſervile apprehenſion of divine vengeance, but elpect-! 
ally 11[1ghrned with ſome glimmerings of this temporaric 

faith. Mucha doe was there even with Pare, inward trouble 

and rtergiverfation,before he would be brought to give judg- 

ment on Chriſt. Herod was ory, betore hee beheaded 7ohn 

Baptiſt. And theſe men, I hope, were tarre ſhort of the per- 

tections attainable by the tormall hypocrite. 

| After ain committed, belides the outward formes of hu- 

m1ljation, by the power of this temporary taith, he may bee | Z 
inwardly touched and affected with fome kind and degree of | 7 
repentance and ſorrow; I meane not onely that, which is a | Þ 
preparative to deſpaire and helliſh horror, but which may 

{ometimes prevent temporall zudgements, as 1n eZchab, and 

| with a flumbering and ſuperficiall quiet, fecure the confci- 

ence for a tune. And from this faith may ſpring truztes:Some 

kind and meaſure of hope,love,patience,and other graces. 

is faid in the Evangeliſts, that that hearer (which we call wy 
formall hypocrite) receives the Word with joy ; whence 

may be gathered : 

Firſt, that with willingneſle and cheerefulnefle, hee may 
ſubmit himſelfe to the miniſtery of the W ord. 

With forwardneſle and joytulneile hee may follow and 
frequent Sermons. 

With a diſcourſe of the ſufferings of Chriſt, hee may bee 
mogved evenunto teares for compaſſionate indignation;that 
ſo glorious and infinite innocencie ſhould be vext With ail 
manner of indignities and torments,tor the groſk and wiltul 
impieties of finfull men. 

He may love and reverence, give countenance and patro- 
nage tothe Miniſters, whom he heares with gladnefle, For it 
1s the nature of man, to be kindly and lovingly afteFted unto 
lum that brings him a meſlage of joy and comfort, 

He may eſteemethe negligent,or no hearers of the Word 
of God, as'prophane and: of ſeared conſciences, which doe 
not onely abandon the neceflarie meanes of ſalvation, but 

that 
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that they may with more ſecaritic ahd abſoluteneſlc reape in 
this life what ſenſuall profit or pleaſure ſoever the world | 
 yecldeth, endeavour to baniſh and extinguiſh all thoughe 
and notice of heaven or holineſle. 1 

The Word of God by this temporary faith aid other gra- 

ces may worke ſuch a change in him, as is called rhe wncleane 
ſpirits going out of aman © Mat.12.43. A flying from rhe polluti- 
ons of the world : 2 Pet. 2.20. A waſhing : 2 Pet. 2.22, And | 
may have iuch power upon him,that he may do many things | 
thereafter. Herod is ſaid tQ have reverenced lohn, to have | 
heard him gladly, and to have done many things : Mark. 6.20, 

To htc for illuſtration, and becaufe we are hereafter to 
conſider their differences from a true, eutire, and umverſall 
ſanctification z wee may ade thoſe five degrees incident to 
the reprobate : Heh.6. _ 

. Firtt,he may be1llightned in his underſtanding, with ſome | 
glymples of heavenly light. 3X4: 
Secondly, he may have ſome taſte in his heart of the hea- 
venly gitr, 
Thirdly, he may be madepartaker of the holy Ghoſt, the 
| author and tountaine of all graces. | 
He may 1n ſome meaſure enjoy the good Word of God, 
the glorious 1n{trument of the convertton of ſoules. 
He may have ſometaſte and feeling even of the powers of | 
the worid to come. | 
Nay, and beſides all theſe, that which nailes ham faſt unto * 
tormalitie,and makes htm with contentment to walke in a | 
plodding courſe of outward profeſſion, 1s a per{wation that 
he 18 already inthe way of lite, when as yet he never entered, | 
nd not the very firſt Rep unto 12. For indeed he may bee per- 
{waded (though from taiſe and miſtaken grounds) that he 1s 
rich1n heavenly things,and hath neede of nothing ; and that 
he 1s already pollefled of the Kingdom of grace, and intituled 
tothe Kingdome of glory ; and yet be moſt wretched-and 
mierable, and poote, and blind, and naked: His ſtate in ths 
calebeing notualike the dreame of a poore or hungry man, 
which in hus fleepe blleth himtelfe with variety of daincies, 
U r or | 
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| vers of unſpeakeable comfort, that moſt then refreſh his 
; foule, when heis neereſtto be overwhelmed of the maine 
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or ramble himſelf amid his rich treaſures of heaps of gold : 


beſides, the very imaginarte fruition of his ſuppoſed happi- 
nefle, when he 15 awakedzencreaſeth his langwfhing, & dou- 
bles the ſenſe of his neceſſities. -Even fothe formall hypo- 
criten this life dreams much of comfort:to come, makes ſure 
ot heaven, thinkes himſelfe the onely man, his winwore lvortelae, 
as the Apoſtle cals it, his forzee of Goalinefſe 1n his conceit, is 
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15 prophanneſk ; whatſoever isabove him,is preciſenefle. But 
when upon his deaths-bed he awaketh, and hath his conſci- 
ence ill1ghtened,and his particular fins revealed unto him, in 
ſtead of catching a Crowne of glory, which hee hath vainely 
poſleit in his hopetull ſecuritie,he graſpeth nothing but feare 
and amazement,anguifhand ſorrow. Yea, and now his:tor- 
mer falſe perſ{waſon of lus happy ftate enlargeth the gulfe 
of his 1efeirg,andantl him more {cntible of his preſent 
and unexpected miſeries. 


barre that s thouſands from the ftate of grace indeed. 

| The gopd ſpiritof God (you know) doth perſwade every 
| regenerate manby a ſweet & filent inſpiration, out ofa con- 
ſideration of an univerſall change and fanctification,and pre- 
| ſent finceritie 1n all the powers and parts of his ſoule and bo- 
| dy,and calling;that he 1s moſt certainly in the Rate of grace, 


and here of Heaven, W hence ſpring perpetually whole Ri- 


| Ocean of the worlds bitterneſſe and preſſures. | 
In alying reſemblance to this ſacred worke of the holy 

Ghoſt inthe hearts of Gods children, Satan, leſt he be wan- 

ting tohis, puts on the glory ofan Angel of light; and infi- 


Hathes of comfort and conceits that hee is un Rate of grace, 
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Give me leave, I beſeech you, toenlarge this point and to | 
acquaint you with ſome reaſons of this perſwafion. For a | 
| falſe perſwafion of EE in the ttate of grace, 1s a 


but when heawaketh, behold, hee is faint; his ſoule longerh, 
| and heeembracethnothing butemprinefic and are; yea, and 


the onely true ſtate of ſalvation ; whatſoeveras ſhort of him, | 


nuateth into the 1magination'of the formall hypocrite ſome | 


and ! 


CT 
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and ſhall be ſaved. W hence iflnes a curſed ſecurity, a wretch- 
ed oppoſition to more finceritie then hee hndes in himſelte, 
a lumber and benummednefſke of conſcience, an 1mpatiency 
of having his formalitie cenſured by the muniſterte of the 
W ord; a neglet of a more ſound ſearch into the ſtate of lus 


ſoule. For Satan (in his Angelicall forme)cels him,that more |. 


ftrictnefl: and puritie ts but onely a proud hypocrifie and 

retence of ſuch as afte&t a tranſcendencie aboverthe ordinary 
degree of holineflc; and bids him take heede of beerng too 
bute and pragmaricall in taking notice of every ſmall cor- 
ruption and infirmitie : for tendernefſe of conſcience, and a 
too nice apprehenſiveneſle of every litle fin, will uneomtor- 
tably enchaine him to Melancholy , Vnlſociablenefle, and 
ſome degrees of deſpaire. And howſoever (faith Satan) ſome 
Preachers of preciſer humour, out of their unhallowed zeale 
and cenſorious auſteritie, breath out nothing againſt thee 
but fire and brimſtone , indignation and wrath, damnation 
and horror; yet take not theſe things to heart} but ler ſuch 
peremptory communattons paſle as malicious thunder-bolts, 
diſcharged from too fiery ſpirits, begotby indifcreete heare, 
and directed to private ends. Thus this wilie Serpent cries 
peace, peace unto his ſoule z when (God knowes) there is no 
peace towards, but noiſe, and tumbling of garments in 
bloud, and burning and devouring of fire. The confctence 
indeed may be afleepe for a whule, like a fierce wild beaſt ga- 
thering vigour andpurſlance, that being awaked by the hand 
of God,at the approach of fickneſfle or death, may more 1m- 
placably rend, devoure and torment for ever. 

Bur Icometothe grounds of this perſwatzon. I told you 
before, that the {pirit of God aftures his Children thar they 
are inthe ftate of grace, out of a con{deration of an univerſal 
linceritie ina]l their waies. But Satan for his chidren hath o» 
ther reaſons, which I concevve to be ſuch as theſe : 


Firſt, the formall hypocrite 1s notably confirmed that his 


late is good, when he compares humſelfe with thoſe which 


are more finfull : as Murtherers, Adulterers, Drunkards, 
Prophaners of the Sabbath, Vſurers, Swearers, Lyers, Ie- 


{ters. 
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Rers out of the word of God, and fellows of ſuch notorious 
ranke. Bur if (beſides the diſclaiming of theſe) his con{ctence 
be able to informe him of his civill honeſty, externall juſtice, 
ſome workes of charitie, &c. Why then,the matter 15 put our | 
of all controverlie, and hee prefently canonized a Saint in 
his owne conceit. You may tce his picture 1a the eighteenth 
ot Luke : O God, 1 thanks thee, that I am not as other men 
are, extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers, or as this Publican. There 
is his exemption from common prophannefle. 7 faſt rwice iy 
the weeke, 1 give tithes of all that 1 peſſeſſe : There 1s his out- 
ward juſtice & religious folemaities. But you mult not con- 


ceive that the formall _ doth proclaime this 1n pub=- 
| like, with ſuch groſle and palpable oſtentation : Nay, (uh 


al 
| haps) when 1t ariſeth, hee 8 1t nor reſt long in his owne 
theughts, leſt by this yanity his vertues loſe their grace, and 
| he his comfort. But certaine 1t 1s;a conſctoutnefle of his bein 
free from infamous impiettes, of his morall honeſtie, perfor- 
mance of outward duties of Religion, and ſome inward, in 
{ome meaſure (though not univerſally, nor to the degree of 
the children of God) 1s one of the beſt grounds hee hath for 
his aſſurance of being in Rate of ſalvation, Parallel to this of 
Like, is that, Pro. 30. verſ, 12, There 15 4 generation that 
are pure in their owne conceit, and yet are not waſhed from 
their filthineſſe. That 1s, they imagine their temper of Religi- 
on, their pitch of holineſle, their formall Chrittianity, to bee 
the very rightpath to heaven : when indeed they were never 
truly humbled with a ſenſe and fight of their fins, out of the 
Law and Indgements of God, They were never acquainted 
with the pangs of conſcience in anew birth,or the myſteries 
of falvation:but within are full of hollow-heartednes, luke- 
warmeneſk,and much bitterneſle againft true godlineſle and 
the power thereof. _ 

The ſecond reaſon whereby the formall hypocrite is mo- 
ved to thinke his ſtateto be good, and the way of his life to 
bee right, 1s a prejudice which he conceives from the impu- 
tations whuch the world layeth upon the children of God : 
ſuch as are Pride, Hypocrifie, Singularitie, Melancholie, 

S1\mplicitie, 
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| lying imputations. And their hatred 1s of that ftrange na- 
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Simplicitie & the like. But byfore I deſcend totheſe particu- 

Jars, give me leaveto propoſe unto you the fountaine and 

ground of them , whach LI take to bee that great and eter. 

nall oppoſition which is naturally berwixt light and darkes- | 
neſſe; ihe life of grace, and a death in finne , finceritie and 
prophanenefle ; the children of God , and the wicked. 
Gods children, you know, in this world live as ſheepe a- 
mong wolves : In the ſtormie times of the Church, their 
perſecutors are indeede even wolves 1n the evening, for their 
inſatiable crueltic, and unquenchable thirit, 1n drinking up 
the bloud of the Saints : And inthe Halcyon dates and fta:- 

relt times of the Church, yet they have thoſz wluch will be 
prickes in their eies, and thornes 1n their tides, It they can- 
not vexe them ina higher degree , yet they will bee ſure to 
lay on loade with baſe indignities, diſgraces, {landers, and 


On II 


ture and qualitie , that 1t 1s diſcharged even againſt the 
goodnefle of the godly , their zeale, their forwardneſle in | 
Religion, their faithtulnefle 1n their calling, & rhe like, as a- 
gainlt its proper object, Thus 1s plaine in /eremie : Jeremie 
neither borrowed on uſurie, nor leat on uſurie; hee was free. 


from all colour of giving offeuice,or doing wrong Nay, lus | 
gracious heart was wholly melted 1n compaſſion, that hee | 


wiſhed chat his head were full of water,and his eyes a foun- | 


taine of teares, that he might weepe day and night for the 
deftructions of his people, And yet of that people every one. 
contended againtt him; there was not a man but hee curſed | 
him. The onely reaſon was, becauſe whatſoever the Lord | 
{aid, that he faithfully ſpoke, and kept nothing backe, bur | 
ſhewed them all the counſcil of God. It is yet moreplaine in 
David, Pſalm. 38.20. They als that reward evill for good, 
are mune agverſaries, becauſe 1 follow goownefſe, The word 
there 1n the Or ginall infinuateth ſuch an extreme and dead- 
ly hatred, that trom thence comes the Devils uame, Satan, 
dathat howſoever this enmitie berwixt the world and the 
children of light, be many times bridled by the reftraining 
Spirit of God, ſometimes by the ingenuoulneſle of the wic- 


ked, | | 
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ked, or their morall vertue or policie, or ſome by-reſpect, or 
by accident bee turned into love; becauſe by the preſence 
and prayers ofthe Godly , they many times eſcape judge- | 
| ments and recetve bleſſings, Yet, I ay, howloever 1t bee 
thus bridled, in it ſelfe 1t 15 more then ordinary or naturall, | 
and hath in it ſome degree and mixture of helliſh virulencie, 
Ordinary hatred expires in the downe fall of Ins adverſarie; 
Nay, any one of generous mind(out of the interelt hee cha- 
lengeth in the common ſtate of humanity) will commulerate 
the diſtreſe and affliction even of his greateſt and baſeſt e- 
nemie but much more of one of noble ſpirit and eminent 
| worth, and more then that, of one vhat hath followed him 
with all offices of kindnefle and love : yet the flame of this 
hatred 1s ſo fierce and ſo ſet on fire by hell, that 3t 1s not ex- 
tinguiſhed even with the bloud of his ſuppoſed Oppolite, 
but barbaroufly ſports in his miſeries, and with infolencie | 
tramples upon his defolations. This appeareth cleerely 1n the 
| example of David, Pfal. 35.15. Butwmmune adverſitie they Yee 
joyced and gathered themſelves together : the abjetts aſſembled\ 
themſelves againſt-me, and I knew not , they tare me and ceaſed| 
»ot. Who without indignation can thinke upan theſe lewd 
companions, and baſe drunkards, that with the talſe {coffers 
at bankets gnaſhed their teeth, and cruelly inſulted over the 
| miſerie and diſgrace of that man, that was a man after Gods 
| owne heart, of mcomparable excellencie, and fo kindly atte- 
| cted towards them,that when they were ſicke, hee clothed 
| himſelte with a facke, he humbled his ſoule with faſting,and 
mourned as one that mourneth for his mother 2? You fee then 
the fountaine both of the greater flouds ofbloudy perſecuti- 
ons, and the leſſer treames of inferiour vexations,as llanders, 
raylings, aud falſe imputations. To ſome particulars where- | 
of I now come : 

Firſt for Pride. Tt is moſt certaine that Pride truly ſo cal- 
led, 1s the moſt peftilent and incompatible Oppoſite that |” 
Grace hath : and therefore he that is moſt ſanctifted; molt : 
hghts againſt it. For beſides that, this fierie dart 1s deepely 
1mpoyſoned 1n our corrupted nature, Satan knowes out of 
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his own experiece,how to manage it with notable cunning ; 
and he followes this weapon with ſuch eagernefſe and con= 
fdence,rhat atter it is broken upon the ſhield of taith, yethee 
labours with might and maine to faften tome ſplinter. or 0- | 
ther, even in the ſoule humbled for fin, and vowed unto the 
ſervice of God, as | told you 1n the firſtparr of privie lyypos | 
 crifie. But I appeale unto the conſcience of the children of | 
| God, whether many times the world doth not interpret that | 
to be pride 1n their actions & carriage, which 1s nothing elſe | 
but a gracious freedom of tpirit,arifing from a conſcioufnes 
of their innocencie and independencie; whereby they are Ins ' 
abled to ſtand with courage agamtt corruptions and the fins 
of the time; to follow good<caulcs with boldnefſe, with reſo- 
lution to defend a known and warrantable truth, and indeed. 
co preferre theſalvation of their foules, before the gaining of 
the whole world, Innoceney makes them as bold as Lyons : 
The withed flee when none pur/neth ; but the righteous are | Pro.z8. 1, 
beld as a Lyon : 'And their warrant 1s out of //2. 5 1.ver.7,8. 
Hearken unto mee yee that know righteouſneſſe, the people tn 
whoſe heart is my Law. Feare yee not the reproach of men, mei- 
they bee yee affraide of their rebukes. For the moth ſhall eat them 
up like a garment', and the worme ſhall eate them like wool - 
but my righteouſueſſe ſhall bee for ever , and my ſalvation from 
generation to generation, Independencie holds their hearts 
upright in all. their aGtions, that they are neither ſwaid awry 
by parttalities, or ſecret relations,to wrong ends. I meane 
not-independencie 1n refpe& of lawes, government/autho- 
rity, Charity, unitie with the Church or the like, Imeane no 
ſuch independencie : but in reſpect of baſenefſ, flattery,cor- 
ruption, temporiſing, indirect proſecution of their honours 
and preferments,&c. which are tetters of Satan, by which he 
nay 30 many to a wretched flaverie even in this life, and 
(without repentance) to endlefle miſeric hereafter. 
Secondly,hypocrilie 1s many times by the.world unjuſtly 
 lardunto the charge of the children of God. David had his 
tal portion intlus 1imputation,as appeateth in many Plalmes. 
The cauſes for this time I oy tobe two zl OO 
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| The fir may be ſuſpiciouſneſſe, an argument. ever of 


| worthleſnefſe and impotency, For inſ{ufficiencie1s moſt ap- 
| prehentive and ſuſpicious. I know there 13 a godly j-aloutie, | 


| and a jealoulie of (tate; but I meane that ſuſpition wich 1s 
| oppoled as an extreme to that imperfect vertuz, the Mora- 
| litts call immunitie from ſuſpition;zby which a man doth caſt 
| the worth, a&tions and affettions of another in his owne 
' mould,and thinks every man obnoxtous to all the 1nhrmities 
he finds in himfelte. Hence it 1s, that he which indeed is truly 
| an hypocrite,and never paſſed the perfection of the Phariſe, 

doth moſt confidently 056g the child of God with that 
' name: hoping thereby to give ſome poore ſatisfaction ro his 
| owne thoughts, that would gladly rett in a formalitie; and 
' notice to the world,that howſoever there may bee pretences, 

etindeede there is none betrer then himſclte. 

| Theſecondcauſe 1s diſfabilitie, and blindneſl: 1n the na- 
' turall man of diſcerning and acknowledging the operations 
; of grace. Forleta man be otherwiſe never 10 emuuently or 
; univerſally qualified;yet without the experience of the pow- 


| er of godlineſſe upon his owne ſoule , he cannot ſee, hee will 
| not be per{waded of the ations of grace in another man 
' and therefore interprets them to be nothing but hypocriſie, 
; and onely pretended,vaine-gloriouſly to gaine an opinion of 
; more then ordinary piette. W hat the conceic of an unrege- 


| : . . 
nerate man 1s of the itate of grace, is plaine out of che conte- 


' renceof our blefied Saviour and Nicodemus. Nicodemiuns was 
| a great Rabbz in Iſrael,a famous DoGor in the Law and the 
| Prophets, in which no doubt he had many times read the do- 
| Ctrine of regeneration : yet when he comes to bee examined 
' ofthe power and praGtife of it,he holds the new birth (with- 
| out which no man can ever ſee God) to bee as impoſſible, as 
| for an old mantoreturne into his mothers wombe and bee 
borne againe, Evenſuch 1s the judgement of others in his 
Nate, of the fruites, effe&ts and courſe of ſanRification. And 
therfore I marvelthat any child of God wil afli& his ſoule, 
hang downe the head, or remit one jot of his zeale in good- 
; nefle tor unjult cenſures in this kinde ; fith he knowes that 
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naturall men though never ſo wile, ſo learned, or glorious 
in the world, want ſpirituall taſte, and therefore cannot rel- 

| Iſh the fruits of the ſpirit, are bnd and cannot ſee or judge 

| of the light of grace, are in darkeneſk and Cannot Compre-. 
hend it. 

Thirdly, the focmall hypocrite doth ſettle himſelfe with 
more reſolyednefſe in his opinton of being 1n ttate of grace, 
when he ſces the world accountthe children of God but a 
companie of fellowes, who, out of a proud fingularitie, di- 
vide themſelves from the common faſhions and cultomes oft 
the world, not conſidering, that if ever hee meane to fave 
his ſoule, he muſt be ſingular too 1n holinefle & fandhificart- 
on(for I meane not in unwarrantable opinions,or ſeparation 
from the Church.) Except his rightcouſnefle exceede the 
rightcouſneſle of the Scribes and Pharifes, what ſingular 
thing doth he ? that 1s, except to his c1vill honeſtie and out- 
ward performance of religious cutieg,there be added a hngu- 
| larity of ſaving grace;and except betides all other ornaments 
of mind,if 1t were poſſible, poſteſt in tull perfection, there be | 
yet moreover inſpired that blefled and precious vigour that 
quickens him toeternall lite, he cannot enter unto the King- 
dome of heaven. f 

This note of (ingularitie hath in all ages been imputedto 
thoſe, that with a good conſcience have laboured to keepe 
themſelvesblamelefle and pure in the midſt of a-naughtie | 
and crooked generation. Behold ((aith 1/azah, chap. ver.1t8.) 
Tand the chiliren whom the Lord hath given me, are as ſignes 


] 


\ Mount Sion. It had been no wonder, had they been n_ as 


lignes and wonders amongft the enemies of God, 
tions of uncircumcition z but that they ſhould bee ſignes and 
} wonders in Iſrael ! God had choſen tim bur one little vine- 
yard amongſt 311 the ſpacious forreſts of the earthzout of the 
| glory of all the Kingdomes of the world he had choſen him 
it one handfull of people; and yet in that vineyard, his 
faithfull Ones are but as the berries after the of an | 
Ulive tree, twe or three in oat utmoſt boughs, and | 
+ * I foure 
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foureor five inthe high branches. In chat little people, his 
children are but as the firſt fruites:ſo that even in Iſrael they 
are become as monſters and ſpectacles of amazement. The 

ſo it is indeed, that a man drawne ont of the darkenes of this 
world, and 1ll1ghtned with grace, 15 11ke a ſtarre new created 
in the skie, that drawes all the world to gaze upon 1t. Nay, 
and he draws not only the eies of men up6 him, bur 1s an e1e- 
fore unto them. For thus ſpeaketh the wicked of the righte- 
| ous man; Wi/d. 2.15,16., It grieverh us alſo to looke upon him, 
| for his life 1s not like other mens : his waies are of another faſhion: 
| He conzteth us as baſtards, and hee withadraweth himſelfe from 

our wayes 4s from filthineſſe ; hee commenacth greatly the latter 
end of the juſt, an4boaſteth that God ts h1s Father. 

Fourthly, the formall hypocrite 1s well pl-aſed with his 
preſent ſtate, and very unwilling to1mbra-e more torward- 
nefle ; becauſe it 15 commonly thought, that the. ſtate of a 
true Chriſtian indeede, 18a hte: full of uncomfortableneſle, 
melancholy, aufteritie and1adnefſe. The heart of man 1s na- 
turally greedy of joy and'contentment, and 1s either weake= 
ly or itrongly retreſhed,according to the vanitie or ſoundnes | 
of the comfort in which 1t repoſerh, but it mult either enjoy | 
itinſome kind of meaſure, or it will waſte and confame u | 
ſelfe. Hence it 1s,that thoſe who want inward and ſpiritual! 
joy, ariſing from the teſtimony of a good conſcience, from | 
an aflurance of remiſſion of their ſinnes and the favour of | 
God, hunt after worldly contentments and carnall joyes. At 
home 1n their owne hearts they finde little comfort, rather | 
much terror, if their conſciences awake; and theretore they- 
ſeeke to refreſh themſelves amid their treaſures, honours,anid | 
{ports ; as Playes, in Tavernes, with merry company; and 
many other ſuch miſerable comforters ; nay, they had rather 
be geceſlarily.umployed then folitary, nat ſo much toavoid 
wdlenefle as bitings of conſcience. Yea, ſome had rather ceaſe 
tobe men, then that their conſciences ſhould awake upon 
chem ; and therefore they labour to keepe it afleepe, and to 
drowne ſoxrow forſinne, with powring in of tron g drinke. 
Bur let them looke unto it;though it goe downe phefen ye | | 
| I ECretly | 
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becauſe the children of 
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with what cies the worldlings looke upan che taztatul Chrt- 
It may be, while he is yetinthe fore travell of his new- 
birth, and humbled under the mightie hand of God with af+ 
 fitionof conſcience for his (in, It ſo,then they ſhould knows 
that men muft mourne for their finnes, as one that mourneth 
for his onely ſonne; and be ſorry tor them,as one 18 ſarry for 
the death of his fixtt borne. There mult be un them a great 
| mourniog, as the mourning of Hadedrimmen,in the valley of 
| Megidaon: as tis Zach.1 2.11, And this ſorrow 1s a blefied 
 forrow,for it brings foorth immortality. And ether them. 
 ſeives mult have a partinut, or they ſhall never be made par- 
takers ofthe fulnes of joyat Gods right hand. W hatthough 
the Child of God l1e tor a night in the darkeneſk of ſorrow 
and weeping for tus ſunnes ? marke a whule, and the day will 
dawne,and aday-ftarre will ariſe w his heart, that will never 
{er, until} whack conducted him unto the light that no man 
can attaine unto : The Sunne of rightcouſacf]c will prefent.. 
ly appeare,and will dry away histeares,and with everlaſting | 
1ight will ſhine upon him for evermore. 

But it may bee the worldlings take notice even of the | 
| whole courſe and beſt tate of the Child of God, and yer can 

{ce nothing therein bu uncomfortable irittnefie, and fad 

auſteritie, Bur then I muſt tcll them, they iooke only upon 
him with carnall eyes and deceivethemſclyes 2 for ſo 1 
he doth nor appeare a boyfterous A'imrad, or diflolute Rut- 
flex, amid the vanities and delicacies of the world; thatisfor 
| Satans revellers, who having imuling countenances, but blee- 
dung conſezences ; glorious ourlides, but within nothing bur 
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Wo:rennefſe/and proplianieneſſe,, much laguhing when the 
| heart 1s forrowfuil, But if they were able with 1111ghtned 
| on ro pierce ito the inward parts of Gods Childe, they 
| ſhould jee within, Hope already feafting upon the joyes of | W 
| etetnitte !rhey thould ſee Farth bolding taſtthe wen. 1/1 
| which the kingdome ofheayen'1s conveyed unto his foule, | tt 
| ſealed witly the 'precious blood of the Sonne of God; that | 8 
not: man nor diyell 18 able'to wreſt out of its hand : They | 


1 
: 


' ſhould ſee the white fone mentioned 1 the Revelation, | 7 


wherein there 15 a new name written, wiuch no man know- | 7 
' eth-ſaving he that receivet{1i1e.” W hence ſpringeth tuch a | 7 
; ftrong comfort and Iigh reſolution 1n the aftaires of heaven, | 
| thatno ſword of the Tyrant,no flame of cruelty,nor the com- | 7 
| bination af heaven ad earth {hall eyer bee able to amaze, | 7 

| abate, or extinguiſh. FOE 2G 311/g 014! 
|  Fitthly, rhe formall hypocrice doth more confidently 
' continue 1n a felte-liking of his owne Rate, though! the ttate | 
, of unregeneration z becauſe hee: feerh thoſe that { beſides his 
' outward forme of Religion) are 1ndued with an inward and 
 untained finceritie inall their wayes;to be repuced bur as the | 
 off-ſcouring of all-things,-the lunple fellowes and precifc 
| fooles of the world. They have indeede beene ſo decounted in 
* all ages. For the hearts of wicked men being ſtutt with pro+ 
| phaneneſi: and earthly pleaſures, being ſwelled with ambi- 
 t10n and worldly witedome; cafily bring-foortly pride and 
| contempt : And therefore they looke a farre off at the! Chil- 
; dren of God, as at fellowes of baſe and'neglefted condition, 
| of low ſpirits, of humble refolutions;of weake minds;unable 
| comannage affaires and occurrents tor their pretermens, of 
| nodexteritie to plat themſelves an the face and glory of 
' the worldz;when(God knowes) it they could bee perſwaded, 
| that there wereno heayen but/uponeartez and that the pow- 
| erand exercife of godlinefle were nothing but an unnecef- 
 larie preciſenefle;,if they. would enlarge their conſciences 
' proportionably ta the yall gulfe /of che times corruptipns; 
; if they durſt make a cqayenant with death,. and an agreement 
wil bell;and puttheevill dayfarre from them; ture wy 
e. mig it 
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| might out-ſtep many of rheſe great Ones 1n their Projects of 
policie,and the preccdencies of;rhe world : but ith thep 'can- 
not, they dare not, they will never by the grace of God bee | 
{o perſ{waded z they are well content with their 'continuall | 
feaft, a good condciencez while rhe others are fatted with | 
their wine and their corne, and their Ole, againft the day of | 
flaughter: And then at that day they wil changetnezr minds : | 
For go, I beſcech you, into the ſanCtuarte ot the Lord, and | 
underſtand their end; they are now upon the tage of this 
world in their tall glory ; but-were they as mighty as Leyias 
than,as cruell as Dragons z could, they reare their honours to 
the height of the clouds, nay, advance their thrones'above 
beſide the {tarres of God, yet they mult down, they have but 
One paiT TO play, they mulit make their beds in the duſt; and 
then when they .are once difroabed of thezr greatnefle and 
glory,and ftript naked of their honours and-preterments,and 
without all muttigation by worldly comforts, left unto the 

.| full rage of a flinging conſcience; then they change their 
note,aud alter their judgements, and f:gh for griete of mind, | 


and ſay within themſeiyes; Theſe are they whom we ſome- | 
time had 1n derifion, and 1n aparable of reproach : we fooles | 
thought their fe madneſle, and their end without honour. 

How are they counted among the cluldren of God,and their | 


| 


portion is among the Saunts:! Therctore we have erred from | 
the way of truch,aydthe light of righteouſneſle hath not ſhi- | 
neluntous,and the Sun of underſtanding rofenot upon us; | 
we have wearied our ſelves 1n the way of wickednefſe and | 
deftruction, and we have gone thorow daugerous wayes : 
but we have not knowne the way of the Lord. 
| Burtheere by the way I mult give this caveat, leſt I be mi- | 
ftaken1n ctlys laſt point, or that which followes : I doe not 

divide (by neceflarie and inevitable divorce) greatneſl? and | 
godlincſke, holinefle and high places; God forbid: I make | 
betwixt them no other oppoſition then David doth in the 
| 73-Plalme, himlelfe being moſt holy and moſt honorable; | 

[ rather infinitely gefire ro inflame the noble and worthy | 
| ſpirits of all thoſe whomthe Lox hath advanced in gitts, in | 
Leda E 4 _greatneſle, | Pn 
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 cix of meale and GanRification. For certainely as power, pol1- | L 


| omelet 


greatneſſe, m honours, in governement,or aty kind of prece- 
dencie.above their bretheen, 'to- a proporttonable excellen- 
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 cie,authoritie, bemy abuſed, & not ſanEtitied to the owners, 
become inthe meanetime, ſtrong pillars forthe ſupporting 
of the kingdome of darkeneſſt, peſtitent inſtruments of muth 
| miſchiety, and hereafter ſhall be ſonndly pated home with 
 anad{weravle degree of extraordinary vengeance, hotrour, 
and torment:ſo,great wiſedotne, great knowledge, great ho- 
| nours being 1imployed impartially, refolucely, and unrefer- 
vedly, 1n follicitingand tutthering the cauſes of God, 1n 
ſtrengthening the cold and languiſhing ſtate of his Rel1g1on, 
in retreſhing the hearts of his Saints, which ordinarily are 
oppreRt and diſgraced by the eruelties of prophane men,pro- | 
Cure 18 the-meane time, great konour to his great name,great | 
good unto ns Church,greatjoy unto his Angels,great com- | 
tort unto the ſoules of the owners ; and fairer and brighter 
crownes of glory to their heads 11 the world to come. And 
{0 I come tothe. Fey, 

Third reaſon, wheteby the formall hypocrite doth falſely 
perſwade lhimſclfe to bee 1n the ſtate of true happineſle and | 
{alvation ;and that is an outward happinefle and ſuccefſe 'in 
worldly matters,much plenty and proſperitie in his ourward | 
Rate. For thus hee reaſons 1n his owne thoughts, and playes 
the cunning Sophiſter to deceive his owne ſoule. The Lord, | 
thinkes: he with himfelfe,hath marveilouſly encreaſ-d me in 
riches and honours, he hath ſtrangely continued unto me my 
| health and hearts deſires : The ſecret influence of his bleſ- 

ſing bath ſill followed and proſpered mee in all my bufi- 
neſles and affauresz therefore doth he conclude, nndoubtedly 
1 am protected from above, my ſtate is the ſtate of grace, 
theſe many loviag favours muſt needs argue, that I am in 

high favour witi God, and theſe outward bleffings are. 
lignes that my ſervices are ſanRified and accepted of him. | 
Bart in the Sehootes we ſhould tell him, that this is a fallacie | 
4 10% cauſa, For all outward happineſks are for tpeciall rea- 
| lons, and by particular indulgence more often , and very | - 
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plentifully in chis world vouchſafed ro the wicked and pro- 
phane. Thus appeares, ey. 1 2, ver{. 1,2. #herefore doth the way 
of the wicked proſper ? w hy are all they in wealch that rebelliouſly 
tranſprefſe ? Thiu haft plamted them, and chey have taken roote ; 


———_— 


they grow and bring forth fruite, Mal.3.15. Even chey thas | 


worke wickedneſſe are [et up, andthey that tempt God, yea they 
are delivered. lob 21. og Wherefore doe the wicked true 
and waxe old, and grow in wealth ? Their ſeede us eftablifhea w 
their fight with them,and their generation before their eyes. Thew 


ſend forth their children like ſheepe, and their ſomes daxce.. They 
take the Tabret and Harpe, andrejoyce in the ſonna of the Or- 
ans. Let him therefore, that thus concludes the happineſlſe 
of lis foule from his worldly proſperitie,know and contider, 
that as the end and reward of the godly and wicked is diffe- 
rent in place and nature (the one being the highelt heavens, 


glory and blifle ; the other the loweſt hell, and the very ex- 
rremity ofthe greateſt miſeries and vexations, which a crea- 
ted nature can poſſibly endure :) So expentence of all times 
teacheth bd heavenly Iuſtice requires a contrary manner 
of pallage and proceeding to theſe ends. 

The ickelin this world doe eaſily runne up without rub 


all the golden Reps of honours and prefermentsz but upon 


the top of their earthly felicitic 1s the moſt immediate and 
certaine deſcent untotheir greateſt downfall. They are roy- 
ally mounted here upon earth, and gallop fwiftly over the 
faire and greene plaines of pletitie and pleaſures z bur at the 
end of their race they are overturned horſe and man, and 
tumbled headlong into the pit of deftrution. They fairely 
glide over the fea of this world with full faite , with much 
calmeneſſe and ferenirie, and richly laden ; but inthe brigh- 
reſt Sunſhine,and when they leaſt ſufpeR it, rhey ſuddenly 
and without recoverte, five in the gulfe of datkenefſe and 


deſolation, 
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houſes are penceable, andthe rodof God is not upon them. T hey 


znd the higheſt advancement of the ſoule, to the fulneſle of | 


or interruption,many times with acclamations and applauſe, | 


the higheft ſtaire _ find the moſt {ipperie ſtanding, and 
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| hee will fall downe and worſhip him. Little cares he, fo that 
> | he may keepe a mantatt in his hold untill the day of executi- 
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Bur it is juſt otherwiſe with the children of God, for they | 
many times inthis their pilgrimage, ſticke taft in the mute 
clay ot povertie and contemptz ſometimes they are incloſed | 
even in a hornble pit, as Daviaſpeakes, of feare and terrour 
of conſcience for their finnes, They are by the way compa- 
nions to Dragons and Oftriches, they walke among Rebels, 
thornes and Scorpions, that rent and teare, and ſting them 
with many oppreflions and cruell {landers. Neither 1s the | 
danger in the way, all; they have perſecutors which are 
ſitter then the Eagels ofthe heayen, who purſue and lune | 
them upon the mountaines even like 'Partridges; and lurke 
for them in the wilderneſle, as thoſe that Iye 1n waate for | 
bloud. Nay, yet betides all theſe vexations trom the world, 
the immediate malice of hell raiſech many tempelts of ten- 
tation againlt them, and fometimes even all the waves and | 
floods of God himſclte goe over their heads. This 1s the way, 
the race, and the evening of Gods children in this world; | 
but joy comes 1n the morning, their end 15 peace, their res | 
ward 1s a bright morningaſtarre, their haven 1s endictic hap- 

pineſle and lite eternall, | 

The reaſons of this contrary Rate and condition of the 
wicked and godly 1nthis life,may be theſe. Firit, tor the flou- 
r1ſhing of the wicked, 

One reaſon may be,the notable cunning and policie of Sa- 
tan, in pletting & contriving the proſperitic of thote, whom 
he perceives & hopes 1t willanſnare,& in whoſe hearts ic be= 
gets hardnes,pride,inſolency,and forgetting of God. For we 
mult underſtand, that the devill ever propo: tions his traines 
and tentations moſt exaftly , eyenata haires breadth, to 
the tempers,lnumours, & diſpoſitions of men. If he meet wich 
an ambitious and working ſpirit, he 1s well enough contene |. 
tolighten him the way to hell, with ſome ray or beame of 


all that great glory of the world which hee offered Chrilt, if 
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on, whether 1n the meanetime hee lic in a lower dungeon of 
diſcontenred retiredneſle , or in the golden fetters of ſome 
more 
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more lionorable ſervitnde and glorious miſerie. If hee meete 
with baſe and carthly-minded fellow,that preterresa httle 
| tranſitorie traſh before the preciouſnefle of his owne foule, 
| andthe laſting treaſures of 1mmorralitie ; why, he can eatily 
provide a golden wedge, and caſt 1n his way to inrich him; | 
hee can compaſle for him, though by bloudy meanes and 
merciicfle encloſure, a Naboths vineyard to inlarge has pol- | 
ſctfrons. For all is one to him,ſo he keepe him his own, whe- 
ther by want and poverty hee drive a man to umpatience, 
murmuring and independencie upon the providence of God; 
or by heaping upon hum abundanceof wealch,and hlling him | 
a full cup of remporall happinefle, hee caſt him unto a deepe 
{lcepe ot carnall ſecuritie, and a {enſclefneſle m all matters of 
{anctification and falvation. | 
| But whereas Satan hat found by much experience , that | 
ſuch as are fenced with riches and honours, doe many times | 
| falſely aſſume unto themſelves a conceic of greatnefſe and 
goodneſk, of protection and immunitie from dangers, {o | 
that they are more fearelefle ofthe judgements of .God, be- 
cauſe they are not plagued like other men; more regardles of 
ftoring themſelves with ſpiritual comfort againit the day of | 
viſitation, becauſe they are 13 the meane time plentifully en- | 
"compaſſed with worldly contentments.; more gracelefle-and | | 
neglective of the ——_ of the \W ord, becauſe. they would | | 
,nor willingly be tormented before their time : therefore, I | l 
ſay, hee tollowes. with. more, hope and betrer-ſuceſle this. 
| tentation by proſperitic : And the rather, becauſe croſles, af- | 
flictionsand heavie accidents, are many times lively inftru- | | 
tions and compulfions to bring a man te the knowledge of = 
God and himſcife z and to abandon all confidence 1n earthly 
things, and to embrace the moſt comfortable and heavenly | 6. 
ſkate of true Chriſtians. W herefore if any. man-be content to | 
ſand for Satans kingdome, either by open and profeft im- 
pletie,or by cloſe; conveiances and ſecret practices and con- | 
mvency;he will be fure.toprepare, incline a a all oc- 
{ Calions, meanes and circumftances for his advancement into | 
reputation with the, world, And how porent he is in me oh 
TR cales, .| | 
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caſes, you may conceive, ith hee ſwayes the corruptions of | 
the time, (ith he rules and raignes in the hearts and attections 
| of the moſt men; and is everthe arch-plotter in all Simonia- | 
| call,indire&&,corrupt and unconſcionable conſultations and | 
| 


compacts. Je Pe 
2 The ſecond reaſon of the flouriſhing of the wicked in this 
life,is their large & unlimited conſciences: For 1f a man once 
have fo hardenedhis heart, by often grieving the good Spirit 
| of God,and repelling his ho.y motions, if hee have once fo 
darkened the e1e of lis conſctence,by offering violence to the 
| tenderneſk, and negleQing the checkes thereof, that hee can 
| | nowentertaine and digeſt without ſcruple or reluctation, a- 
ny meanes, though never ſo indirect ; any condition, though | 
hever.ſo bale; any advantage, though never fo unconſciona- 
| ble or diſhonorable; it will be eafie enough for him to thrive 
in the world and raiſe himfelfe. | 
For what, | pray you, were not the Papiſts now able todo, 
who have enlarged their conſciences ltke hell?2nay, they have | 
| ſtretched rhem beyond the whole compaſſe of all helliſh 
darkeneſk, eyen into a vaxlt of their owne ;. what, I ſay, 
were not they able to doe,except they were countermanded 
by that irrefragable, eternall, and particular Decrce ot God, 
that Babylon muſt now downe as 1rrecoverably, as the great 
| milftone in the Revelarion caſt with violence 1nto the fea ? 
, | Why certainly they were able by theirpolicies & principles, | 
notonely to reeftabliſh their former Antichriſtian cyranny, 
bur to caſt the whole Chriſtian world, nay,this and the other 
| world, & the whole frame of nature into combuſtion, darke- 
nefle,and confuſion. And no marvell ; for theſe fellowes con- 
ſciences can without remorſe digeſt even the ſacred blaud 
ofKings, and ſwallow downe with delight the ruines and 
| deſslations of whole kingdomes. Their bloudy ſuperſtition 
| hath ſo quite and fearefu ly extinguiſhe al ſenſ: of comm 
honeſtie, and putout the light of naturall equitie, and the 
common notions of right and wrong ; that they broach with 
bold faces the curſed poyſon of Equnvocation, the devils old 
ſ | 1mpoſture in Oracles, a very ftraight paſſhge to damned 
"Av FINE . "Y Atkeiſme, 
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Atheiſme, and the diffolution of all. humane ſociety ; thatto | 
them the breach of the lawes of God, of nature, and nations, 
is meritorious, and worthy canonization; 1t 1tferve any way 
tothe advancement of their execrable1dolatrie, to the repat- | 
ring of their decaying Babylon, and to reare their Jrahan 1 
doll, the Prieſt of Rome, yet a little: bygher above all thar 1s 
called God. | ; | » 7 
Inthis reſpe& then, that the wicked dare enlarge their 
con{ciences to the utmoſt bounds of any pleaſure, gaine or 
preferment, they have great advantage tor the engrothng of 
all worldly happineſle, and may eatily purchaſe a Monopoly 
of earthly profperitie. Out of this widenes of conſctence,pro- | 
ceed much minangand exculng, many mterpretations, far 
vourable conſtructions, and dittinctions of hnnes. As for 
example, that Vſurte is of two forts; biting, aud toorhlefle; 
when all kind of Viuric 1s -peſtilent, and/moſt certainely 
damned 1n the Booke of God. That S1mome-15 ether buy- 
ing the gifts of the holy Ghott, or buying: Church-liyings ; 
as though this latter were not fo foule and enormous, when 
it is able tn ſhortrime, to bring a curte and contulion-upon 
the mott glorious and beR ſetled Churchinthe world, Lhac 
of lyes, ſame are pernicious, :lame-:are: oth cious; and-tor a 
greater good; when as-eventhe. learned: Sehpole.rem who | 
are far enough from preciſeneſit, holdevery kind of lye tobe 
a fin indifpenſable;whe as Anftiz that worthy father & great 
| diſputer, admits not a lye for the falvation.ut a mans-loule, | 
whichis far more worththen the whole! worldz.Nay , when | 
a man is not tote} a lye forthe glory of Godasitappearech | 
[ob 13. than which there can be no. greater good... Ot Oathes, 
that ſome are greater and more bloudy ; ſomieare lefler, or- / 
dinary and more tolerable; as though! cuſtame! and .com- 
monneſle made theſe latter. excufable;, and unpuniſhable 
when as the plague of God hangs contioually over the head | 
of what {wearer foever, ready every; houre to ſeaze- upon 
him, and finke him downe unto. the bottome of: hell... The 
flying bogke of Gods curſe and. vengeance ſhall enter. neo 
the houſe of che (wearer, and ſhall nor onely cur ham __ 
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hall conſume the very timber thereof, and che ſtones there- 
ot. Neither doth this plague reft-wichin private walles,but it 
walites the glory and 2410784 of whole kingdomes. Be- 
cauſe of Oathes Gaich leremic) the lazud morrneth, and the plea- 
ſant places of the wilderneſſe are driedwp : nay, if it were poſit- 
ble that the-breath of the wearer ſhould reach unto the hea 
vens,tt would evenſtaine the glory of the ftarres, and rot 
thoſe faire and immerrtall bodies; it 1s 1ntefted with fuch a 
canker and peftilence, and ſo immediately frikes at the tace | Þ 
of Almighty God. Many other fuch lewde diſtinctions of |_ 
ſianes there are,framed and followed by the ſenſuall, greedy, 
and ambitious affeCtions of prophanc men; that they may 
more plealingly to themſelves, and more plauſibly to the 
world, compaſle their ends and deſires. No marvcell then 
though they have the wicked world at will, 

The third reaſon of the flouriſhing of che wicked, is, be» 
cauſe they are men of this world; and cheretore they have 
only their portion and full fehicitie heere, Their licaven is up« 
| On earth : their pleaſures in their life time with the rich man 

in the Goſpel. For as the everlaſting covenant of inward 
peace,grace,and glory,1is peculiarly cofirmed to the children 
ot the Spirit: ſo, many times in great meaſure the temporall 
promiſes of outward: happineſſes are performed upon the 
children of the fleſh. When God had eſtabiſhed mxpon /zac 
the everlaſting promiſes of love, mercy,and bleſledueſſe : yer 
he was content to make 7/zuacl a ay man upon earth,” Con- 
cerning Iſmael (faith he to Abraham) 1 have heard thee; lo, 1 
have Feſed hins and will make him fruitful, and will multi ly 
| bims exceedingly.Twelve Princes ſhall be eget, and I will make a 

great Nation of hins. | 

Fourthly, and laſtly, au ape of the wicked makes 
them more inexcuſable, their damnation more juſt be- 
tore the Tribunall of God, For it is juſt with him ts bring a 

greater meaſure of tribulation and anguiſh upon them , 1n 
whom his many favours and loving kindnefſes have brought 
torth unthankfulnes & rebellion; & that wrath is moſt -uſtly 


Gen 17,20, 


returned upon their heads, which by deſpiſing the riches of 
| his 
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his bountifulnefſ?, and patience and long ſutferance, leading 
them torepentane, they have heapt up as 4 treaſure unto 
themſelves againſt the day of wrath,and of the declaration of 
the juſt judgement of God. c 1358 
You have heard the reaſons of the happmeſle of the wic- 
ked in this life: but it is.not ſo-with Gods children. 'For they | 
muſt mourne in this vale of teares while the world rejoy- 
ceth. And as the wicked are filld and fatted with ly 
happineſk andplentie, againſt the day of wrath: {& Gods | 
childrenmult be prepared and fitted with afflictions, tor the 
glory which ſhall be revealed. They are ſhortly to become 
inhabitants of that great and glorious Citie, whole founda- 
t19us are precious ſtones, whole gates are Margarites, whoſe 


| ſtreeres are pure gold, as the ſhiming glaſlez they mult bee 


companions of the bleſſed Angels, and ftand inthe preſence 
of that great and ſacred Majettie ; and therefore in this life 
they mult he caſt into the Lords furnace, that 1n the fire of 
affliction they may bee more and more purifed from earth- 
linefle and corruption z and ſo with holinefle and humilitie 
prepared for that high perfection of heavenly beautie, glory 
and blifle. Let every godly man then with comfort and. be= 
nef:; undergoe thoſe croffes which the Lord layeth upon 


| hum : for they are vato himas looking glaſles, whereia God | 


fees his faith and dependance upon his providence. the 
world his patience and.conſtancie ; himſelte the ſpots of his 
ſoule, his decayes of grace, the breaches of his conſcience, 
his neglect, of the duties of his.calling, his coldnefle in reit- 
gious lervices, his fall from his firſt love :' Sothat by them, 
God 1s pleaſed and glorified, others edified and inſtruted, 
rom wh humbleg,recovered by repentance , and mote ſan- 

ihe | 

I have ſtaied long. npon the third reafon of the formall 
hypocrites falſe 6B 10n of being 1a fate of grace. The 
reaſon 18 becauſe civill honeſtie , performance of outward 
duties of Religion, and, worldly proſperitie meeting toge- 
ther inan unregenerate man,many times breed a very ſtrong 
concett of his being the child of God, and an obftinate im- 
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patiency of hearkening and ſtepping forward to grace, or | 

any further perfe&tion. Icome now to the fourth reaſon, | 
| whereby the tormall hypocrite doth fallely perſwade him- | 
ſe]fe to bee 1nghe ſtate of true happincfſe and ſalvation, and | 
| that 1s : | | 
A muſconceit of Gods Iuſtice,and a ftrayning and racking | 
of aghcs beyond his truth and promiſe ; ſo making the | 
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way wgheaven broader then the Scripture hath made it, and | 
 himſeſfe more bleſſed theirhe is indeed. Mans heart is natu- | 
| rally empoyſoned with pride and hypocrifie, and therefore 1s | 
hardly drawne heartily to acknowledge the horrible uglt- 
neſſe of his fin; or that Gods proceeding again it with ſuch 
waight of vengearice 8equall. Hence comes much indut- 
ence, and partiall cenfuring of our own finnes, transferring | 
them upon allurements, occahions, circumſtaiices, neceſlit:t | 
and the l:;ke:much leflening and impairing Gods juttice, bur 
amplifying his mercies, evento the ſecuring of unwarranta- 
ble courſes: Adxmunmedately afrerhis tail ſhifteth off his 
finne upen his wifznay,he 15 fo blind 1n ſpiritual judgement 
of divine puritie,that rather then he' will crie'guilete,he wall 
faſten the fault by conſequent upon God himiclfe : The wo- 
may, {aith he, which thou gaveſt to bee with me, ſhee gave mee of 
the Tree, and I did eate. 'So gladly would fenſua'l men per- 
{wade themſclves that either their ſfinnes deſerve not 1o (trict | 
account and great judgements ;z or that God' doth exerciſe 
too much rigour 11 inflicting them. For out of their worldl 
wiſcdome they meaſure and eſteeme the unſportted and 1nf- 
nite Ocean of the Iuftice of God, by the fitiite, muddie and 
imperfect-flreame of humane juſtice. Lawes and conftitu- 
tions of ([tates and kingdomes are bridles to curbe and mode- 
rate our corruptions, that wee become ſociable and peacea- 
ble ; burthey cut off onely fromthe Body politicke by finall 
| execution, thoſe that are of notorious and deſperate conditi- 
on; ſuch as are Theeves, Murtherers, Traitors and the like. 
A yery proportienable conceit, I am per{ſwaded , of divine 
juſtice and comminations 41n the Law of God, lurkes 1n the 
| hearts of many; they thinkethatthoſe linnes that ariſe ine-| 
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vitally out of our corrupt nature, or that are committed þy 
ſtrong tentation, or that are lefle pernicious, are, I knovw 
| not how naturally pardouable; and that if they bee of the 

civiller ſort,if they be outwardly conformable un their lives, | 
and harbour good meanings and intentions 11 matters of | 
| Religion, though they never trouble themſelves with more 
{trictneſle,and a courle of ſanctification, yet they thunke that 
God will be mercifull inthe end, and that it will goe well 
enough with them ; and that onely fellowes of infamous 
note, ſuch as are Swearers, Lyars, Viurers, Adulterers and 
the like, ſhall be excluded finally outof heaven. Bur I would 
Rive theſe men know, that though the ſea of Gods mercie 
be bottomleſle, though the promutes of grace. bee many and 
precious; yet not one-drop of all that great ſca, not one jor 
of all thole gracious promiles, belongs to any, fave onely | 
unto him that groanes and fighes under the heavie waight 
and burthen ot lus finnes ; that 1s of a broken and contrite 
heart, that trembles at his Word, that undiflembledly ſor- 
rowes and repents for all his ſinnes, forſakes them, and re- 
| ſignes up hamlelfe in holy obedience to all his Commande- 
ments. 1 would have them know, that he 1s as infinitely jult, 
as he 15 1nfimitely mercitull, and will as certainely powre all 
the plagues and curſes 1n his booke upon the umpenutent fin- 
ner,as he will performe all his promutes of grace co the faich- 
full Chriſtian. 

The hitth reaſon whereby the tormall hypocrite doth faljly 
perſwade himſelfe to be truly happy,and fo,(by conſequent) 
that keeps him ſhort of the ſtate ot grace, may be this: When 
by ſome good motion of Gods ſpirit ſtirred upin himby the 
preaching of the Word, he begins toſet & addrefſe himſclfe 
roa {anCtified uſe and exerciſe of Religion, and to a faithfull 
and conſtant courſe of true holineſk 1ndeede ; hee preſencly 
meets witha fore and ſtrong oppoſition by his owne inward 
corruptions, by tentationg of Satan, and vexations from the 
world; which he perceiving, and being very ſenſible of Tuch 
ſudden diſturbance from- his tormer fſecuritie , perſwades | 
himſelfe, that the paſkge to grace is not ſo. rough and boys 
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| ſterous; and therefore retires and repoſeth himſelte upon his | 


| againſt him, as againſt an Apoſtata trom good fellowſhip 
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' formall Chrittianitie, as the beſt Rate he ſees any potiibilitie | 
; Ot atcaining unto. But if hee will fave his ſoule, he mutt ac- | 
' knowledge & feele by his owne experience the cruth of that 
' ſaying of //a. 59.15. Hee that refraineth fromevil!, maketh 
 himſelfe a prey. tor what child of God is there truely conver- | 
| red, who at the very firlt ſtep out of the world, and the vani- 
' ties thereof, met not with many croſſes and d1fcouragements? 
' Heknowes, and may remember full well whoſoever hce be, 
; how his owne fleſh fretted when it felc it ſclfe ſnaffled and | 
guided by the Law of the Spirit; how by making conſci- 
ence of ſinne, he laid himſelte more open to the adyantage®. 
| wrongs and inſulrations of his enemies ; how the compant- 
| ons of his former lewdneſle and iniqufic railed and raged 


; and highreſolurtion. And Satan, that hee may give edge and 
' vigour toall theſe vexations,he bukly beſtirres lumſclte,and 
' caits about to hinder our converſion. While a pritoner lies 

in a dungeon faſt in fetters, the Iaylor is quiet and ſccurezvur 

if he once knocke off lis bolts, breake the priſon andeſcape, 
| there 1s preſently a tumultuous clamour 1n the houſe, the 
' Country 1s raifed, and hee1s followed with Hye and Cyye : 
 Evenſo while we lie quietly in the captivitie of tinne, under 
| the chaines of eternall death, hee neither diſquiers himſelfe | 
; Nor us : But if by the mercies of God we bee once enlarged, | 
' andetfoote into the libertie and light of grace: why then all | 
| the powers of hell arepreſently 1n armes and uprore , and 
; with much malice and tury the inſtruments ot darkenefle are 
ſet on foote toregaine us into his kingdome. This point ap- 
| peares in the fifth of the'Canticles : Our bleſſed Saviour 1s 
| there ſaid to ftand at the doore and knocke, being tull of the 
; precious dew and drops of divine grace, and waiting pati- 
| ently in the cold and arkeneſle ot the n1ghtz but yet we ſee, 
| what adoe and ftirre there 1s with the Chriftian foule, before 
| ſhee can gert-out of the bed of-pleaſures and vanitie ; the 
| ſweetneſle of finne and ſenfualitte had fo deepely poſlet and 
| bewitched her, that by her excuſes and delayes ſhee my 
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{o great ſalvation and happineſle, tendered unto her by her 


<pyulſe, Yea, andatl-ngrh after ſhe 1s reſolved to renounce 
her pleaſures, and 1n tome geod meaſure hath conquered | 
her 1nward corruptions, ſo that ſhe opens the doore and tol- | 
lowes Chriſt; belides other troubles and encombrances ſhee | 


| 
findes abroad, the very watchmeu that ſhould have told her | 


the way and direCted her after her ſpouſe, even they fer upon | 
her, and {mite her, and wound her, and take away her vale, 
Every man then that will come.under the banner of Chriſt, | 
and have part in the conqueſt, muſt, together with thenew | 
man, put on a Chriftian courage, both co tame and reprefle | 
the rebell1ons of his @wne fleſh, and to withſtand and repell | 
aflaults and perſecutions from abroad, | 
The fixth reaſon, wherby the formall hypocrite doth falſ- | 6 
ly perſwade himſelte to be 1n ſtate of true happinefle, may be 
an obſervation of the death. and ends of other men; whote | 
lives, he perſwades himſelfe come ſhort of thoſe pertections | 
and degrees of goodneſk he findes in himſelfe. As it he take | 
| notice of a notorious ſinner, who. upon ls deaths-bed by a | 
perfunctory ſhew of pemitencie, and ſome formall ejacula- | 
tions for mercie and pardon, makes the world beleeve he dies | 
a Saint Or if he obſerve the end ofan honeſt ctv1ill man, yer | 
never acquainted with the power of grace, robee quiet, | 
peaceable, and confident, without 1umpattencie, feare or de- | 
{paire; he preſently out of a comparative examination of his | 
owne ſtate,(which he findes not onely tree from notorious | 
finnes, but beſides morayl honeſtie, graced with @utward re- 
[igioutncic) Ifay, he preſently concerves his own workes in- | 
reſpect of theirs, tobe workes of {upererogation ; his owne | 
l:te certainely, to be without all exception, and fo himlfelte | 
| without all danger of damnation. - And: this-conceit 1s nota- | 
bly confirmed, 1f there follow ſome glorious. and flattermg 
| Panegyricke of funerall commendation. For then hee holds 
| theaflurance of his iappineſſe to bee ſealed unto him by the | 
mouth of the Mnifter;and fo with refolution and obſtinacy, 
ſticks faft in this preſent Rate, and will no further. | 
| Miſtake me not 1nthis laſt point, beloved in Chriſt Teſus : | 
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| For, firſt, Idoe not goe about to confine the boundleſle and 
unlimited mercies of God, nor abſolutely to exclude repen- 
| tance from the deaths-bed. I know that precious truth regi- | 

* But let | fired in Ezechiel : * At what time ſoever a ſinner, &c. like a 


no man | Pearle ina Ring,anda ſtarre in his Orbe,ſhines amongſt ma- 


I | ny other gracious promiſes In the Booke of God, with fſpe- 


ſamptu- | ciall comfort, unſpeakable and glorious, upon the darkened 
ouſly upon | and droeping ſoule of every true penitent, at what time ſoe- 


this Com. | ver.Bur yetthis I ſay inthis point; That any man that knows 


forrtable 


nleile, and 1s acquainted rightly and truely with the narrowneſle of 


but conG- | the way to heaven, che nature of Gods juſtice, the cunning 
derwell | fleights of Satan, the difficultie of true repentance, how fearc- 
| theconditi- | fully mans heart 1s hardened by cuttome and continuance 1n 
_— 'T | ſinne; he wouldnotdeterre his repentance to his old age, or 
_ roy | deaths-bed for ten thouſand worlds. T addethis : That 
But if the As a ſuddendearh in reſpeR of time; or a death, where- 
| wick:dwill | 1n appeares much impaciencie, hercenefle , and uncomfor- 
returnefrom | table behaviour, by reaſon of the qualitie of the diſcaſe, or 
all buſins, | ſome extraordinary tentation for the time, or that God will 
that he hath . X | ' ; 
done, axd | be 1o glorified, by juſtly hardning the wicked , may bee the | 
keepe all my | Way to everlaſting happineſſe : ſo alingring, patient, and | 
flatutes,aud | lamb-like death, may bee a paſſage to endlefle woe and mi- | 
doe that | ſerie. For that great judgement is to paſſe upon our ſoules, | 
| 0m op 4 | not according to the ftrange efte&ts and ſymtomes of our | 
right, bee | ſackneſlc,not according tothe ſhort moment and violent paſ- 
ſhall ſurely | frons of our death;bur according to the a&tions of our health, 


lrve, and | the former atteCtions of our hearts, and the generall courſe 


ow = of our lite. 
= Secondly, I would by no meanes bee too buſie or uncha- 


ritable 1n my judgement upon thoſe , which have already 
ſtood or falnetotheir owne maſter. But as I cſtecme that 
crueltie and malice moſt ſavage and vile that is diſcharged 
upon the body, or good name of the dead; fo I would have 
alſo a charitable conceit follow the ſoule of the departed, ſo | 
tarre as ſpirituall wiſedome, a good conſcience,divine truth, 
the glorie of God, the ſafetie of the ſoules of the living, will 
give leave : But no further, 


| 


| 


Thirdly, | 
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Thirdly, neither doe I miflike or condemne Funerall Ser | 
mons z1 could rather wiſh , that asthe death of h1s SaInts ts | 
; precious 1n the light of God, fo, that 1t might be glorious in | 
the xyes of men. 1 could rather detire,that the uit praifes,and 
| txue {inceritie of the child of God were publiſhed even by 
| ſome Seraplucall rongue z that both the glory of his graces | 
| mightpaſle along and ſhine bright roall polteritie ; and chat | 
' ſuch a tire of zeale tor imitation, might be inkindled 1m the | 
| hearts of all the hearers, (c{pectally the preſent accakon ma- | 
| king their minds more capable of perſwalion) that they pat- | 
ſing thorow the fame courte of hohinetle, might at length | 
bee made partakers of the ſame happineſle with the Saints 
of God. | 
Only in theſe caſes I would have that ſpirituall diſcretion, | 
truth, and conſcience Yd, that neither the godly bee juitly | 
grieved and offended, the wicked heartned and hardned in 
their courſcs,and falſe conceit of happinefle ; nor the faithtul- 
nes and ſincerity of the Miniftery d1{graced and ſcandalized. | 
| Thus farreLl have laid open unto youthe ate of formall 
| hypocrifie : in which may concur 1mmunitte from notorious 
hanes, all naturall and morall perfections, admirable va- 
rietie of learning,policte, andall other acquired ornaments 
ofthe mind ; an outward performance of all duries of religi- 
on, ſome meaſure of inward 1thumination, reſemblanceand 
ſhadow ot the whele body of true regeneration, and a per- 
{watt (as you have now lait heard) ot being 1n ſtate of grace. 
Even thus rarre a man may. go 1n the protetſion of Chriſtian 
Religion,and yet be a ſtranger trom the power of taith, and 
from the life of godlinefle. I come now by reaſons and ar- 
guments to difable 1t 1n thoſe points which have not beene 
rouched, for challenging any intereft in the true happineſl: | 
ot a man. And firtt to proove, that a performance of outward | 
duties of Religion, without the. power of grace upon the 
| 1 oule,and an unzvertall ſanctificationin all the faculties ther- | 
of, cannot produce any ſound comfort :n the heart, or accep- 
tation with God, | 
My frſtreaſfon 1s that _ generally received with | 
, : ry all 
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all Schoole Divines; and very ſound and Occhodoxe 1n tra? 
| Divinitie. The 1niq Qitie, detects,or exorbitaucy of any par- 
ticular, of oae circumſtance makech an action evill : but an 
| abſolute integrine of all concurreats is required to make a 
good worke acceptable to God, comfortable and profitable 
| to a Chriſtian : The end mult be good,the glory ot God; the | 
| ation it ſelfe in itown nature mult be juſt and warrantable | 
| the circumRtances honeſt and fcatonable; the meanes direct 
' and lawfull ; the founraine,the heart, fincere & ſanctified. It 
' this lat be wanting eſpecially, though otherwiſe 1t be never 
' {oglorionfly conveyed, never to wiſely mannaged, of never 
| ſo goodly a ſhew tache eyes of the world ; yet 1t 15 not on] 
' marred and defaced, and no action of grace, bur odious and 
; abomanable 1n the ſight of God. The Moraliſts by the light 
of nature {aw a truth proportion to tis, even 1n the 
ations of vertue: The truth and worth wherof they did cen- 
ſure and efteeme; nor by the bare outward action,but by che 
inward, free and independent uprightneſle of the minde z 
: Andrherefore to an action truely vertuous they required a | 
reſolved knowledge, an urefpective and adviſed freedome 
| of ſpirit, a conſtant aud eafte habit of the mind, an intire 
| lovetothe faireneſle of vyertue. So that whatſoever honeſt 
\ actions ſpring from paſſion, humour, teare, reſpect, ambi- 
tion or the like 3 they accounted vertuous and good , ouly 
' by accident -and occaſion, not inwardly and eſſentially : 
| Whereupon they hold, that many great and honorable at- | 
' chivements of ancient Worthiecs amongtt the Heathens, | 
; howſoever they were admirable inthe cyes of men, and be- 
' neficiall ro the publike Sta (tor ſometimes our of lome 
ſudden elevation of ſpirit, or pang of vaine glory, they 
| were even prodigall of their lives and bloud, tor the good 
, and deliverance of their Country : ) yet to the authors and 
| actors themſelves they were not the true workes of ver- 
, tue, but of ambition; and a defire of immortall fame. Ir 1s 
| even ſointhe higher ations of grate and religion : Beſides 
| the outward performance, God requures linceritie of heart, 


-| and truth in the inward parts, to make them gracious 'and- 
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acceptable. And howſoever otherwiſe they may purchaſe 
chem a name among{t men, proſperitie in the world, ſome 
leſſe toment 1n hell, and procure good unto others z yet ex- 
cept they proceede from a faithuntained, and a pure contci. | 
| enceztothe Chrittians themſelves, in reſpett of all heavenly | 

happineſle, they are fruitleſle and unprofitable. | 
| Ny ſecond proofe 1s out ofthe 5. ot CA/arth. Eccept your | 

righteouſneſſe exceede the righteouſneſſe of the Scribes ana Þ ha- ' 
riſes, yee fhall not enter into the kingdome of heaven. I he out- | 
ward righteoulſnefle ef the Scrabes and Pharihes was fa- | 
mous in thoſe times, and much admired : So t::atat God did | 
not principally reſpect the heart; 1t that were not true 1n the | 
I 6.0f Lukez That which # highly eftcemed amongſt men, ts | 
abcmination in the fight of God; they might not onely have 
carried away the garland tor pietic en earth; but have juſtly | 
ſeemed to have beene the onely heres to a crowne of im- | 
mortalitie in the heavens. For beſides their torbearance and | 
proteſtation againſt groſſer ſinnes, Murther, Theft, Adulte- | 
 rie, Idolatrie, and the like : rhey were frequent and tolemne | 
in prayers, faſtings, almeſ-derds yavd that with far greater | 
firictneſſe and devotion, thenthe--religious aCtions of for- | 
mall hypocrifie are pertormed 1n theſe times of the Goſpel. 
Betides, I doubt not but many of them were per{waded, that 
their way was the way of lite, and that they were 11 the | 
{tate of true happineſlc : And yer forall this, except wee ex- 
ceede their righteouſneſle, the ſpeech 1s peremprory, we ſhall 
notenter into.the kingdome ot heaven. For we ce mthe 23. 
of Afatthew,what a chaine of curſes, out of the mouth of | 
our blefled Saviour, did juſtly draw them into the battome 
ot hell. | 

Thirdly, this truth is manifeſt out of the doctrine of the | 

Prophets : E/ay 1. Mich,6, Hag.2. Pſalm. 0. and many o- | 
| ther places, W hence ariſeth this concluſion : That the prin- | 

C1 al and holieſt exerciſes., the moſt folemne and facred_ 
| 506 of relzgion, without finceritie and fanEtification of | 
| heart, are but as the cutting off a Dogs necke, and the offe- | 
ring of {wines bloud, Their ſacrifices, oblations, and incenſe; 
their 
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their new Moones, their Sabbaths and folemne feafts were 
things commanded by Gods owne mouth, yet where they | 
| were performed with impure and prophane- hearts , hee tels | 
them: that his ſoule: hated them, that they were a burthen 

unto him, and that he'was wearie of them. - For 1t the Lords 

| contentment had finally reſted in the worke wrought, and 
not chietely refpeSted the mward aftection of the worker z 
had hee required onely the ceremoniall action of ſacrificing, 
and not the ſpirituall conformitie of the-heart ro his will : 

| why, he had not neede te defire ſacrifices of them, nor expe- 
 &ted ſupply from their hands; as appeareth in that ſacred 
and royall conteſtation of God with his people, abour the 

| quettion of his worthip,P/al.s O. I will not rEProove thee for thy 
 [acrifices (faith God) or thy burnt offerings 3 'that have 'not 
 beene continually before me; 1 will take no Bullocke orrt of thine 
houſe, or Goats out of thy folds, For all the b#afts of the forreſt 

* | are mine,and the beaſts on a thouſ.tnd hills. I know all the fowles 

| on the mountaines, and the wild beaſts of the field oe mine. If 

be bungry, I will not tell thee; for the world 15 mine, and all 
that thercints. Will T eate tha fleſt-of Buls ? or armbe the bland 
of Goats ? Nay, if wee' confider God in his abſolute fove- 
raigneie, and eflentiall glory, even that 1s true of the-molt | 
fanctifhed works of Gods Child,which 1s in 7ob 35 .7.1f thoy | 
| berighteozs, what giueſs thou unto him ? or what receiveth hee 
| at thine hand ? And that of Dawa, Plal.16.2. Ay well-doing 
| extendeth not unto thee. Tor what can that litrle ſparke ot ho- 
 linefle 1n us (which doth firſt too, proceede from him, and 
| 1s only darkened inour corruptions) adde unto chat infinite | 
| Glory, and Majeſtie, and Light, that no man car artatne 

unto; with whuch he hath incomprehenfibly 11en encompat: | 
led from all eternitie'2 Onely it pleaſeth him of lis infinite | 
| goodnefle, and out of a gracious defire of our ſalvation, to 

| accept Our linceritie though mixt with imperfettions,and to | 

| own his owne graces 1n us.” Where then ſhall appeare the | 

bare outwardnes of hollow-hearted Chriſtians ? If the heart 
be wanting : what magnificence or glory of outward fcrvi- | 
|ces[h allbe able codazle his fight, whole eyes are ten thou- | 
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ſand times brighter thenthe Sunne, and fees clearely our in- 
| moſt thoughts ? FPherewith ſhall we come before the Lord, or 
what ſhall we offer nico lym 2-37/ill the Lord be. pleafed with 
ten thouſands of Rams"; or with tew thouſand rivers of Ole * 
Shallwe groe our firſt borne for Our trx{oreſſion, even: the fru 
of our body, for the fin of our ſoule ? No;;though wee: gave all 
that we had to the poore, and our owne bodies to be burne : 
nay, if it were poſlible, that by our meanes wee,could vindi- 
cate the foules ofall men now-lrving tromthe jawes: vteter- 
' nall death ; yerall would profit usnoching; except ourhearts 
| be brſtpurged by faith, pure trom an evitt contcience, 'and 
| polleſt of a found and conſtant love to God, his Word,or ho- 
nour, his truth, and ſervants.-* 2714 2 2 91 p26] 
Ler this then be the concluhonto this poine© Though” a 
| man were 2 morall Saint;,' an Angel amongtt the /Phariſes; 
 abſolate inall other perfechons; yer withouc the inward 
| power of grace to give them life,he 1s bur a ſpectacle of com- 
| miſeration'to Angels, and to-men ; even as that body 1s, 
which adorned with ſundry other 'exquiſtte/beauties, wan= 


| 


outward touch of lus Inftrament, yer without wind infpired 
cannot poſſibly ſtrike the eare, or pleaſe the heart with any 
| melodtous note © ſorhough his a10ns' bee flourthed over 
witha faire tincture of outwardreh gioutnefle, and he exact 
im morall honeſty ; yer without the breath & lite of grace 11- 
tufcd, there can be no true {pirituall harmony in his atfecti- | 
0118,words, or converſation, that ether will: beger found ;6y | 
and ſpiritualldel:ight mn the foale; orbepleating m the eares 
of Almighty God. © | 237 113 Fit 2 WY SHIT 
You lee then, beloved in Chriſt Iefus,thatthe performan- 
ces of outward duties of Religion, eventhe beſt, ſuch as are 
| Prayers,hearing the Word of God, recetvingthe Sacramets, 
Almeſ-deedes, and the l1ke, thoughthey bee: good in them- 
telves, commanded of God, necetfary tv bee'dane of every 
Chrifttan; yet if they be divided from inward fanctificatt- 
on and {incexitte of heart, are fo farre from putting us into 
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teth eye-(ight, the chiefeſt grace that Nature hath 1n' that | - 
kinde to beſtow. Or as a cunning Organiſt, skilfull in the | 
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| _ _ polleſſion 
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| very Spirit of grace : ſo that it may bee umpoſlible that hee 
| ſhould be renewed againe by _—_— 
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| this time by the grace of God, I ſhall deliver lo much, that 


Quable inthe ſight of God. | 
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poſſcſſion of true happineſle, that they are odious and abomi- 


[rold youmn che beginning, if you remember,that beſides 
outward r:ghteouſneſie, the tormall hypocrite may belecve 
for a time; and therefore by the inward, though more gene= | 
rall and inferiour working ofthe Spirit, may have a tempo- | 
rarie faith begotin him:andthis faith may bring torth ſoine | 
fruites, and ſome kindes of jnward graces. But that all this 
comes ſhort of ſalvation, appearesn the parable : For there | 
the hearer compared tothe itony ground, which I call the 
formall -hypocrite,, is one of the reprobate hearts upon | , 
whom the Word is notthe power of God unto lalvation, As | 
for thoſe five degrees added out ot the {ixth co the Hebreyes, 
of whichiT told you the formall hypocrite may be partaker | 
it 1s. maniteft out of the ſame Chapter, that they come {horr 
of the ſtate of grace, For a man bur ſo turnſhed, may not 
onely fall backe toa worle, and more ordinary {tate ot a re- 
probare,but even.tothe depth of all impictie and apoRiatie, 
He may not onely have his meaſure of inward illumination, | 
all kis Lighterjoy and comfort in Gods, Word quite extin- | 
gutſht; but become a wilfull and malicious ſcorner of true 
godlineſſe. He may noronely grieve, andquenchthe ſpirit ; 
but he may tread under foote the lanne ot God, count the 
bloud of the Teftamentas an unholy thing, and deſpure the. 


| 


In the laſt place I told you, that beſides 211 theſe the for- 
mall Iiypocrite might entertaine a per{waſion of his being 
inthe tate oftrue happineſle z and ſo with contentment and 
tecuritie walke in th: path that leades to eternall death : bur | 
how weake and falſe thereaſons and motives to this perſwa-_ 
ſion were, I have before largely delivered. It remaines there- | 
fore, that I ſhould now lay downe certaine markes and pro- | 
perties of difference, betwixt the ſtate of formall hypocrilie 
and ſaving grace : but I mult referre a large proſecution and 
diſtin&t creatiſe of chemo ſome other place and time. Yet at | 


| 
'K any ; 


wad tt 
Att. le On” 
————_—— — — —@_ 


| 


| 


| God, but alſo an aftenr of the heart to rhe rruch of 1t. And this 
| lightning ſpirit of God,and ſtaying it ſelfe upon has aucho- 


| Icriptures, and fo by conſequent, they mutt fall to our fide | 


—— 
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and follow me with attention to the end, may in ſome good 
meaſure be informed , whether he lie yetin the ſhadow of 
death or live inthe life of grace. Some difference then, firit, 
may ariſc,our of the diſtinction of the degrees and workings | 
of taith. W hich that y ou may better conceave, you mult re- 
member three ſorts of faith, Hiſtoricall, Temporary,Saving, | 
or luitifying faith, | | 
Hiſtoricall faith, is not _ 2 knowledge of the Word of 


is of two ſorts : either infuſed, which 1s wroughtinus by the 


ritie: Or Acquired, which is produced by the light of reaſon, 
diſcourſe, and created teftimony. 

The latter is to be found inthe Divels; for they *beleeve 
and tremble : And in the Papifts; for their tarth 15 no better, 
according to their grounds and principles. My reaſons this 
briefely ; for I will deliver my felte of tlus potnt 1n a word. 
The Ieſuites by their jugling have caſt themlelves into a car- | 
| cle abour the faithof the truth, and divinitie of Scriptures; 
and that 15 this: Aske any Papift in this land, how he beleeves | 
Scripture to be the Word of God ,and divinely 1nfpired : hee | 
| will anſwer, becaufe the Church deliverethutſotobe, And | 
| why belceveth hee the teſtimony of the Church 2 Becauſe | 


 1t15 1nfallibly guided by the Spirit. Andhow doth that ap- | 


| 
peare ? Becauſe it 1s ſo'contained 1n Scripture, as in /ohr 16. | 
The Spirit will leade you into all truth. And how ſhall were | 
know this Scripcure of [eh, to bee the Word of God, and ' 
divinely 1nfpired ? Becauſe the Church delivereth 1t fo co | 
bee; and fo they muſt needs runne round wm this circula- | 
£10n, 
Now I would propoſe to the Papiſts, the choice of theſe | 
threez one of which they muſt ot neceſſitie accept : Furit, 
whether they will runne round 1n this circle, and waxegid- 
die, and fall, and finke into that pit, where Popery was frſt 
hatcht; or they will breake the cxrele at the authoritie-of the 


and \ 
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any manthat will deale faithfully with his own' conſcience, | 
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andthe trurl1;-or they will breake it atthe'teftimony ot rhe 
Church:and 1galktheir faith, as I told you, mult needes bee 
only acquired, becauſe it depends on 4 fimite and created te- | 
{timony, and conſequently comes farre ſhort of falvation, I 
doubtnor ,; but the Papuſts will. acknowledge and approove | 
that difterence berwixt infuſed and acquired faith conſen- | 
ted upon by: the Schoolemen : That intuſed faith relyerh | 
1mmcdiately upon an increated authoritie , but acquired, | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
: 
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| upon a firute andcreatedreſimony. I know the lefuites, a 
” 1] kindof men infpired with a tranſcendencie of Antichri- 
ttian 1mpoſture, labour 'butzly ro paſle plaulibly and hand- 
tomely outotthis circle : butit their {hitts be chroughly tit- 
| ted, and they followed with force of argument : 1t 1s cer- 
taine, they will ether be driven 1nto. the circle againe, or | 
entorced to ſtart out at the one of thoſe breaches I told you | 
of. 'Becans, one of them,after he had long tired limfelte in 
thus circle, and at laftby the helpe of Gregorizes de al. and | 
| former Icluites, got out, bur with ſhametull abſurditie and 
inconventence; 1na poore fevenge to relecve lumſcte, hee \ 
threatens us with another circle ; and fo: writ a Treatite de | 
Cwoulo Calumiſtzco, but very weakely and falſely as might 
| be demonſtrated” even out of the ſounder Schoolemen, 1n | 
| their queſtion of the laſt reſolution of faith. Bur I intended | 
| nod:{courſe of controveriie, but of fanctification ; and there- 
' fore proceede;and take the tormall hypocrite along turther 
| cowards the ftate'of grace, | For beſides: knowing and aficn- 
ting tothe truth of Gods Word by an luſtoricall faith, hce 
may by the vertue of a temporary faith, adde three degrees 
' more. I hat1s; He may moreover profeſſe it in. outward fer- 
vices of Religion: He may inwardly rejoyce in it : Hee may 
bring forth ſome kind of truite, Bur thele things are onely 
found 1n him, ſolong as they doe not 'mainely crofle, but 
| are compatible with his well peace, wealth, liberty, and 
| other del1ghttullcontentments, Here therefore I mult leave 
| lum; and acquaint you with thoſe workings and degrees of 
| Javing taith , which qualifed, as I ſhall propoſe them, are 
; peculiar to Gods childe ; and fo diftiuguith and divide the 
- 5 


regenerate 


| 


— 
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regenerate man, from the ſtate of formall hypocriſie; They 
are thele : 

A fceling and ſpeciall approbation of the word of life,and 
promiſes of ſalvation : a molt tervent expetition and thiy- 
ting for the enjoyment of them-an eftectuall apprehenſion ; 
a particular application ; a full perſwahon; a delight and joy 
thence riſing,{ound,and unconquerable. 

That you may underſtand theſe, you muſt conceive, that 
the ſoule of Gods child, comming treſh our of the pangs and 
cerrors of his new-birth ( a myiterie to the formall hy 
crite) humbled under the m1ghry hand of God, by a fight 
and 1enſe of his finnes, lookes upon the whole body of divine 
truth, as upon a | mr jewell, wherein Chriſt and his gra- 
cious promiſes ſhine unto him eſpecially,as a tone of inefti- 
mable worth aud valuation z whereupon with a peculiar 
deareneſk he fers fuch a liking, that with it he holds himſelf 


an heire of heaven; withour 1t a child of endleſle perdition. | 
| 


Hence followes an expetition anddetire of it, enforced with 
groanes unutterable;z and a gaſping for 1t, as thedrie and 


it with a faſt andeverlaſting hold. rs hee apples it 
clolely and particularly to his owne ſoule. Fiftly, he 1s tru- 
ly and fully perſwaded by Gods good Spirit, out of a con- 

ideration ot his univerſall change, that 1t 1s his owne for 
ever. Laſtly, he lyes downe 1n peace that paſleth all under- 
ſtanding : Hee is filled with joy, that no man can take from 
him : Hee del;ghts in the grace apprehended, as 1n a treaſure 


farre more deare unto hum then the glory ot inhmte worlds, 


or life it ſelfe. From the power and workings of this inward 
grace, ſpring outward actions, both in lis generall calling 
of Chriftiamtie, and his particular vocation z which by the 
mercies of God are faithtull, conſtant, umforme, 1mparriall, 
reſolute, univerſall, comfortable. W hereas thoſe which are 
produced by the more weake and inferiour degrees of tem- 
porary faith, incident to the formall hypocrite, are weake, 
wavecring, many times interrupted, variable ; guided much 
by occahions and the time, forced by hope or feare;z ſwayed 
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thirſtie ground for drops of raine. Thirdly, he apprehends | 
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by ſecret reſp:&s to private ends, and worldly content- 
ments. 

|  Buttheſe more inward markes of difterence, howſoever 
| by a ſweete and gracious experience they bee felt, and ac- 
knowledged of the child of God; yet generally, and to the 
unregenerate, they are hidden myſteries, and undiſcernable 
to the brightelt eye of the naturall man. Therefore I will 
come to thule markes of ditterence betwixt the ſtate of for- 
mall hypoccſie,and ſaving grace, which are more outward, 
 familiar,and more generally,and eafily difcernablezof which 
one may be thus. | 

. The powerofgrace doth beget in aregenerate man, a 
| watchfulneſſe, care and conſcience of ſmaller offences, of ſe- 
cret linnes, of fintull thoughts, of appearances of evill, of all 
occaſions of finne, ot prophane company, of giving juſt ot- 
| fence 1n 1ndifterent actions, and the liuke:whereas the tormall 


| hypocrite takerh not ſuch things as theſe much to heart, but 


either makes no conſcience of them art all, holding it a potnt 
| of preciſeneſle to be too conſcionable; or elfe proportions it 
to ſerve his owne turne, or to give ſatisfattion to others. And 
in forbearance of f1nnes, he hath an eſpeciall eye onely at 
thoſe that may notorioully diſgrace him 1n the world, en- 
tangie him 11 CR of law,or vex lus conſcience with fore 
extraordinary terror. 

Let thoſe then examine themſelves at this marke ; who, 
howſoever ſhame keepe:them from uncleane practices, and 
| groſler acts of filthineſle ; yet inwardly boyle 1n ſpeculative 
wantonnefle and adulteries of heart. Thoſe, who howſoe- 
ver their indire&t meanes ſpeede not tor mounting them- 
{elves to high eſtate; yet ſpend their beſt thoughts all their 


borne to advance themſelves, and not to honour God iu 
their callings. Thoſe, who though they doe not incloſe, op- 
prefie and grind the faces of the poore; yer have their hearts 
exerciſed 1n covetouſneſſe.Thoſ:,who though they have for- 
ſaken ſome ſinnes, yet maintaine in thendſeſves one knowne 
| {weete finne : Thoſe, who though lawes, and teage of danger 
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reftraine from railing with open mouthes againſt our}States 
yet harbour ſecret repinings, murmurings, unthankefulnefle, 
and diſcontentments. Even a contemptuous thought of a 
King, or lawfull authoritie,is a finne of high nature : and me. 
thinkes (for the miraculouſneſle of the diſcovery) 1s paral-| 
leld in Ecclefaftes, to the bloudinefle of aCtuall murther. 
That which hath wings ({aith-the Preacher) ſpall declare the 
matter, = 

Lafily, let thoſt examine themſelves at this marke, who | 
offer themſ: lves to thoſe tinfull occafions, breeders of many 
| ſtrange and tearefull mi{ctuefes , I meane prophane and ob- | 
ſcene Playes. Pardon me, beloved, I cannot paſſe by thoſe 
abominable ſpectacles, withour particular indignation : For | 
I did ever eltceme them ( fince I had any underſtanding in 
the wates of God) the Grand empoyſoners of grace, inge- 
nucuſneſle, and all manly reſolution : Greater plagues and 
infe&tions to your fcules, then the contagious peſtiience to 
your bodies : The inexpiable ftaine and diſhonour to this 
famous Citie : The noytome Wormes that canker and blaſt 
the generous and noble buds of this land; and dae by a fie 
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and bewiching 1nfiuuation, ſo empoy ſon all ſeeds of vertue, 
and 19 weaken and emaſculate all the operations of the / 
ſoule, with a prophane,ifnot unnaturall diffolatenefle that | 
whereas they are planted in theſe worthy houſes of Law , | 
tobee fitted and 1nabled for great and honorable actions, | 
for the publike good and the continuance of the glorie | 
and happineſle ot this Kingdome; they licentioully diflolve 
| 11to wicked vanities and pleaſures : and all hope of their e- 
; ver doing good, either unto God, the Church, their Coun- 
' try, or owne ſoules, melteth as the winter yce, and floweth } 
away as unprofitable waters. Theſe infamous ſpectacles are 
condemned by all kind of found learning, both divine and | 
humane. Diſtinions deviſed for their upholding and de- 
tence, may give ſome ſhallow and weake contentment to 
PR and ſenfuall affections, poſleft with prejudice : but 
w ſhall they bee able to ſatisfie and fecure a confctence 
ſenſible of all appearance of evili ? How can they preſerve the 
| | 1nclt- | 
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| with full conſent feeds his inward concupiſcence, with ſuch 
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inclinableneſle of our corrupt nature from infection, at thoſe 
Sebooles of lewaneſſe and Sinkgs of finxes, as (co omit Davines, 
Councels, Fathers, Moralilts, becauſe the point 15 not direct- 
ly incident) even a * Politician calleth them. Alas lare nor 
our wretched corruptions raging and fierie enough, being 


| left to themſelves diſperſed attheir natural Iiberttezbut they 


elaſle, to ſet on flame the whole body of our naturall viciouſ- 
neſle at once;and to 1nrage it further with luſt, hiercenefle,and 
effeminateneſle, beyond the compaſle of nature ? Doth any 
| man thinke it poſſible, that the power of faving grace, or the 
pure Spirit of God can relide in his heart, that willingly and 


varietie of fintull yanities & lewd occahons;which the Lord 


How can any man that ever felt in his heart,either true love, 
or feare of ſo dreadfull a Majeltie, as the Lord of heaven and 
earth, endure to be preſent, eſpecially with delight and con» 
| tentment, at Oathes, Blaſphemies, Obſcenities, and the abu- 


\ 


| 


muſt be united at theſe accurſed Theaters, as 1n a hollow | 


| 


| 


Deur, 2,5, | himſelfe hath pronouncedto bee an abomination unto him 2 |, 


ſing ſometimes ofthe molt precious things 1n the Booke of 
God, (whereat we ſhould tremble) to molt baſe and ſcurrill 
jeſts ? Certainely every Child of God is of a right noble and 
heroicall ſpirit; and therefore 15 moſt impatient 1n heartn 
any wrong, 1ndignitie, or diſhonour offered to the Word, 
Name, or glory of his Almightie Father. 

A ſecond marke of difference may be this ; The power of 
 faving grace doth ſubdue and ſanctifie our affeStions with 
a conſctonable and holy moderation ; ſo thar they become 
| ſerviceable to the glory of God, and for a more reſolute car- 
riage of good caulcs, and zealous diſcharge of all Chriſtian 
duties. But the bridling of paſſions inthe formall hypocrite, 


 Yantage, and by the guidance of morall diſcretion : ſo that if 
they bee tempted by ſtrong occaſions, and violent objes, 
| vey many times breake out, to the diſhonour of God, the 
diſgrace ot a Chriſtian profeſſion, and the diſcovery of their 
| 2ypocriſie, 


—  — ————Q at — "Y 
FY = —» = TR I—_—_ 
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Let every man then exainine himſelf at this marke,-and 


with a ſingle eye and upright heart take a view of his afftc&:. 
ons; whether his joy bee 11ward and fpiricuall, that 1s,1nthe 
aſſurance of Gods tavor,in his word, 1 hus children, wi pray- 
er, and a continuall practice of gedlmeſle ; or outwardand | 
carnall, that is, in the attarvement of greatnefic and wortdly 
pleaſures,in the increaſe ot his corn, & wine,and oyle.Whe- 
cher he love the peace of conſcience farre more dearely then 


the favour of men,or his owne lite: W hether he be more zea- | 


lous for the honour and praiſe of God, then bys owne : W he. | 
ther he be more atraid of ſecret finnes, then: open ſhame ; of 
offending God, then outward afflictions ; W hether hee bee 
more angry in the-caute of Rel gon, and concerutig Gods 
glory, or for h1s owne private wrongs. And fo thorowout 
che reit of his aftectzons. TY 

Lec the fierce and deſperate Gallants conſider this poinez 
which.upon every light occaſion, and termes of diſgrace, are 
ready,out ofa graceles and ungrounded opinion of declining 
cowardize,to ſheath their ſwords in the body of their bro- 
ther. And let themaflure themſelves, that the meeke and 
mercitull Spirit.of God'will never-confitt- with fuchbloudy 
and untamed aftections ; his holy motions will not come in- 
totheir ſecrer, neither will lus ſaving grace be joyned with 
their aſſembly. For 1atheir wrath they will kill a man, and | 
in their ſelfe-w1ll chey wall deſtroy the Image of God. Cur- 
ſed bee theirwyvrath, tor 1t 15 fierce ; and therr-rage, tor it is 
cruell. | 

Oh, thatthey would but marke and forefce,into what an 
inevitable and endleſe maze of certaine miferie and venge- 
ance they enter, when they enter into the field, upon either 
otter, or acceptance of challenge ' If they be tlaine, they are | 
acceflaries to their owne untimely murther:: they viol-ntly 
and wilfully pull chemſelves from the land of the living, to 
the abhorred regions of death : they cruelly and irrecove- 
rably rend their owne pooreifoutes trom time of grace and 
repentance, They extingufh all hope of polteritie; andper- 
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haps their houſe and family —_ 1n that bleudy a6. 
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| Bux that which is: the accompliſhment of all miſeries and 
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' terrour they juſtly fall into the hands of the living God, who 
| will certainely judge them after the manner of them that 
| ſhead their owne bloud ;z and will give them the bloud of 
| wrath, and of jealouſie, And whercas they looked to.leave a 
' name behind them, it ſhall rot away with as vild dereftation 
| as their carkaſes in the grave : The memorial of the juſt (lat 1 
| Salomon) ſhall bee bleſſed, vut the name of the wicked ſhall rot. If 
' it doe live, it ſhall live to their ſhame and infamie. For I dare 

fy this boldly;There was never any manrightly informed, 
' either in the principles of nature, or in the gracious way to 
; heaven, inthe ſober paſſhges of mortalitie, or in the juſtice of 
| Nate and policie, or acquainted with the fairenefſe of true 
| honour, that ever gave any allowance, or ever will,to the re- 
 putation of manhood, falſely fo ealled, purchaſcd in private 
| quarrel inthe field. This1s then all they get : forthe lofle of 
| ſoule and body, of heaven andearth, of name and pefteritie, 


( they onely gaine the damned applau'e of devils, ſwaggerers, 


wicked men, | 
| Butifirfall out otherwiſe,that they be not kild, but kill ; 
| mark what befalls them ; they depart the field drunken with 
| bloud, as with new wine: and therefore they {hall be ſure at 
| length to be filled with drunkennefle,and with forrow, even 
| with the cup of deſtruttion and trembling ; they ſhall drinke 
; of it deepe and large, and wring it outto the very dregs. For 
| preſently after the murther committed, they have Gaines 
| tearcfull marke ſtampt upon them : The furies of conſcience 
and cries of blood, ſhall for ever perſecute them with reitleſle 
horrour : As they cloathed themſelves with rage like a rai- 
ment, 10 ſhall it now come 1ntotheir bowels like water, and 
{ inke like oyle into their bones. In the meane time they ſhall 
| vein the hell of conſcience upon earth, and expeGt every 
houre to be tumbled into the hell of wicked divels for ever- 
more inthe world tocome. : :. 
Let me thenanthe name anil-feare of God adviſe them z if 
| they would win anopinion of true valor indeed, if they loo 


for any portion.in the mercies of God, or hanour amon 8 
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his Saints, to ſettle and compoſe fuch wild afteftions by the 
W ord of truth ; to turne the greatneſlc of therr courage- and 
gallantneſſe of Spirit, to the ſubduing and conquering of | | 
| their owne corruptionsz and tothe wrattling againſtprinct- | 
palities and powers, againſt the worldly governours; the | 
princes of the darkeneſk of this world,againit ſpiritual wice | 
kedneſles, which are in the highplaces.T his fight1s Chriftian | 
and couragious indeed, the viQtory is glonous, the reward is ' 
Immartalatie. L {GLITTER 3-7 _—_ | 
A third note of difference may be this-: Every Childe of | 

| God by the power of ſaving grace, 'doth hunger and thirkt | 
after all thote meanes God hath ordained, or offers for his | 
furtherance in the way: to heaven, and for his comforting 
and confirming in a Chraftian courſey and doth make a_ho- | 
ly uſe of wharſoever 15 either publikely of privately laide 
upon him for his amendment: and therefore he conemually 
profits and proceeds in ſanEtification by his Word, his judge. ! 
ments and his mercies:by the exerciſe, obſervation and ſenſe 
of which, he growes ſentible in heavenly knowledge, faith, | 
humiliation;repencance,thankefulnes, and all other ſpiritual 
graces. Bur the formall hypocrite dotly ſo farre take notice | 
and regard of them, as they turther his temporall happineſle ; . 
and as his neglect of them, by conſequent threatneth danger 
| and overthrow to has outward worldly ftate.” For the preſent 
perhaps, he is mqoved with the hearing ofthe Word of God, 
with the tetrour of his tudgements;whule they lie with fame 
| extraordinary waight upon himſelfe or the whole land; 
and with the ſweeteneſlc of his mercies, becauſe they ſecure 
him in his profperitie. Bur theſe things: finke not'ints his | 
{oule with the power of mortification, to the deftroymg of ! 
mea affections; and the ſhaking off of every knowne | 
| Ee. | 

Belovell in our Lord and Saviour Chriſt Tefus, let us every | 
one of us (1 beſeech you) try himſclte faithfully by this'note | 
of difference : And the: rather, -becauſe:our gracious God | 
hath mot plentifully and incomparably vouchſafed us in | 
this Land all meanes to bring _ heaven. Hee hath = | 
| 2 [« 
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ted us with his ward, his judgements and mercies, to the a« 
 froniſhment of the whole world. Now letus conſider, whe- 
| ther as they have bred admiration 1n men and Angels; ſo 
| they bave brought falvationtoourowne ſoulrs. 

| . |\Firftl, for his: Word; For. theſe: bftie yeeres, you know, 
| behath-ſpread'out his hands allcheday long ; be hath fent all 
| has ſervants, the Preachers of his Word, riling up early and 
| ſending them, ſaying: Returne now every man trom his e- 
| vill waies,and amend your workes. Let us then examine our 
{lves inthis point.: Hath this glorious Goſpel which hath 
ſo long ſhined bright 11> our eyes, and ſounded-loud in our 
earcs;hath it,I ay, been mighty 1n operati6 upon our ſoules, 
in planting in them'the power of true godlineflc ? Doe wee 
| daily. arow- more ſound by it inthe knowledge of the cruth ; 


Chriſtianitie 2 Doh it continually build us up more ftrong- 
ly in faxth, repentance, and holy obedience toeall his com- 
mandements ? W hy then bleſled 1s our cafe : for this power. 
| ful experience in gur ſoules ofdaily growth 1n godlinefle by 


{ of gracezand ſoall the bleſſin 
unto us, and pleaſures moe 


inthe Booke of God belong 
n the ſtarres of the firmament 


we have cicher beeye no-hearers, or but now and hen, as our 
worldly commodities would give us leave ; or hearcrs onl 
of forme and faſhion, 'not of zeale. and confoence roprofit 


by 1t, and yeeld obedience untoit; or onely hearers and no 


of ludaand Jeruſalem(tor they were as welt beloved of God 


ding thems ; bus youwauld not meline; your care, you 
obey mee g#berefore thus {auth the: Lord of Hoſts , | 


God of If 


and tee more particularly ito the way and whole courle of 


| the Wordjis a,notable marke unto us that we are mn the tate | 


in number. But if otherwiſe(which 1s rather to be feared,) if 


doers, why then we may affureour ſelves,we are yet ſhort of 
of the flate of grace ; and marke what will-be the end both 6f 
| us and the whole Jand ; 1t muſt. needs bee the ſame wich: that | 


as ever Explazd can be: ) Goe,ſaith God unto leremie. G oe andl | 
tell the men of Tyda, and the inhabitants of Teruſalem:' Thwve | 
[ent you all my ſervants the Prophets, riſing up early, and ſen: | 
| | ud rior | 


| 


raed : Behold, I will bring mpon Inda; and upon alt the nhabyrants | 
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of Ternſalem, all the evill that 1 have pronounced againſt then); 


[ will doe unto this houſe, whereupon my name un called, wherey; 


alſo ye truft, as I have dene unto Shilo , Twill caſt them ont of | Chap 7. 


my ſight : And will make thus Citie a curſe unto all the nations 


| of the earth. And the Lord was ſo unremoveable and ſetled- | 


ly reſolved upon this point (fith he had fo long preached un- 
to them by his Prophets, as he hath done unto this land, and 
it would doe no good,) that he bids the Prophet meddle no 
more, for hee would never heare him againe: Therefore 
({aith he) rhow ſhalt not "9 for this people, neuther lift wpacry 
oy prayer for them, neither entreate mee , for 1 with not heave | 
Free. ' 
The judgements upon this land have beene many and 
fearefull; I doubt nor, but wee have feene with our eyes, c- ! 
venthoſe which are very neere fore-runners of that great 
and terrible Day of the Lord. Wee have ſeene ſtrange and 
prodigious apparitions in the ayre : wee have had unheard-of 
plots and practices againſt our Sate. Our land hath long 
and extra@rdinarily groaned under a fore and durable 
plague, which hath tucke cloſe tothe bowels ofthis Carte. 
The ſea hath broke out of her bounds, and {wept away ma- 
ny as righteous as our ſelves: wee have felt ſuch extremitie 
of heate and cold, of which I thinke theſe parts otthe world 
are not naturally capable {o certaine 1t is that the finger of 
God hath beene 1n them. The poore of the Land even now 
grievoully ſigh, and pine witha preſent famine. Let ys then 
examine our ſelves 1n this point. Have wee laid all theſe. 
judgements unto our hearts ? Have we been truely humbled 
by them ? Have we by a diligentſearch taken notice of our 
finnes, and grieved for them,and abandoned them? Have we 
mourned and cried for all the abomnations that are done a- 
mongſt us ? Why then bleſſed 1s our cafe, our Rate 1s the 
ſtate of grace; wee ſhall bee ſure to be marked and ſealed | 
the fore-heads, by the Angel of God for his ſervants, before 
the vials of finall defolation be powred upon thus Kingdome. 
Butif otherwiſe (which 1s rather. to be teared) 1f hee hath 
{mitten us, and we have not ſorrowed ; if hee hath correQed | 


| 


Verl. 16. 
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us for amendment,and we are not bettered, but rather worſe 
and worle; we may aſlure our ſelves we yet want a grac!ous 
; marke;and effeR of the power of true godlinefle; and marke 
' what will bethe end borh ofus and our whole land; itcan 
| benno other thenthat ofhis owne people. And thus he dealt 
| withthem by his judgements, even as a Phyſician with his 
' patient. A Phylician, while there is any hope of recovery in 
| kis patient; he uſeth the benefit of all the rules of Art, all Va- 
' riety of meanes, preſcribing diet, letting blood, mmittring 
| pils and potions ; but when he once perceives the naturall 
' heate to bee ſodecajed, and frengrh of nature ſpent, that 

' his Phyſicke will worke no more good upon him, but rather 

| haſten his ruine then his recoverie; hee then'leaves him to 

| the pangs ofdeath, and diſſolution of ſoule and body. Even 
/ | ſodeales God with his people, while there is any hope of 
| repentance, hee vilits them by all kind of caſtigations, all 
| manner of puniſhments : But when all ſenſe of Religion, all | 
| heate of zeale, and life of grace, have ſourterly forſaken the 
| hearts of men that they are rather broken then bowed, ra- 


cher hardened then humbled by his Iudgements ; hee gives 
| them-over to their owne juſt confafion, Hee leaves them fi- 
| nally (never more to bee entreated) to lamentations, mour- 
| —_ woezto the feare, to the pit, and to the ſnare : to | 


| the Lyon, the Wolfe, and the Leopard. Thou haſt ſtricken 
| them lairh leremic)but they have not ſorrowed : thou hiſt cou- 
ſumed thers,but they have refuſed to receive corvettion : they_ 
| have male their faces harder then a ſtone, and have refuſed to 
returne. Whereſore a Lyon out of the forreſt ſpall ſlay them, and 
| 4 Wolfe of the wildernes ſhall deſtraythem:a Leopard ſpall watch 
over their (ities, every onethat goeth ont thence, ſhall be torne 
| 5 peeces, becauſe their rrepaſer are many, and their rebellions 
\ «re excreaſed, This courſe of Gods proceeding in his judge- 
ments, we may ſee moſt cleerely in the 4. of Zwwos._ Hee firſt | 
| gave themcleanneſle of teeth-inall their Cicies, and ſcaree- 
| nefle of bread in all their places; and yet they returned not 
untohim : Hee wi the raine from them, when there 
| were yet three months tothe harveſt; ſo that two. or three 


Cities | 
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'| Cweepe you all away with the beeſome of utter deſtruQtion... 


| our many _—_— & umpenitencies, we have —_—_— our 
refore 


'the beeſome of utter deſolation. 


fault many and wonderfull have beene .his* mercies 
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Citics wandred unto one Citie to drinke water, but they 
were not ſatisfied : and yet they returned notunto him. Hee 
{mcte them with blaſting & mildewztheir gardens and their 
vineyards, their-figtrees,and their olive-trees did the Palmer | 
W orme devoure:and yet they returned not unto him. Peffi- 
lence he ſent amongſt them after the manner of Egypt: and | 
yet they returned not unto him. T herefore (ſaith the Lord) | 
thin will ] doe unto thee, O Iſrael. Hee ſpeakes after the man- | 
ner of a man, in whom juſt indignation ſtopps paſſage unto | 


ſpeech ; and who wants words to exprefle the horriblenefle | 


of the puniſhments hee purpoſes to inflict : Therefore thus | 
and thus will I doe unto thee O Iſrael, even ſo as hee threat- 
ned in the beginning of the Chaprer : The daies ſhall come 
pon yow, that you ſhall bee taken away with thornes , and your 
poſteritie with fiſb-hookes. As 1f hee ſhould have ſaid, T will 
make no more triall by judgements; I will now doe a thin 
in Iſrael}, whereof whoſoever ſhall heare, his two eares 
tingle; yea,and all his heart ftrings ſhall cremble;l will now 


This 15 certainely now juſt our caſe : (For to crie peact, peace, 
where there is no peace towards, is wicked, and to no pur- 
poſe : to bring conceits and ſmoochings to this place , will 
never ſerve the turne; either for the difcharge ot our- conſci< 
ences,r the ſaving of your ſoules) I fay, this is juſt our caſe; 
we areeven already come to this laſt point and period. By 


] 


gracious God to that queſtion in the I. of //ay, I | 
ſhowed you be ſmitten any more ? for ye fall away more and more. 

Or rather to this concluſion 1a the 4.0t Ames : Therefare this 

will I do nnto thee,O nation not worthy to be beloved. He hath 
made triall by ſo many Iudgements, and ſo many times, and 
al. in vainezthat the very next judgement 'we may juſtly feare 
and expe&@, without true and timely repentance, will even be | 


As the judgements upon this land have beene great and 


| PEARS ATE EA CON | 


1 4 Niſcorrſe of trut happineſſe. 


- "x8 


* : 


——c_ 


—— — Rn on ———_—__@©—_ — _ 
— —— __—__—_ 


—_— — — 


mc. 


— —D -_ 
— x a... 


ver ſaw, ner ſonnesof men enjoyed. 
which cannotbur be freſh inevery mans memorie : The con- 
| tinuing of our peare, at the death of our late Soveraigne of e- 
ver glorious memorte : And burdeliverance from the Gun- 
| powder Treaſorzof which two, when firſt every man heard, 
| me thinkes he ſhould have beeneafraid, leſt he had been 1n a 
dreame : as it 1s laid of the Ifraelites, P/al.1 2 pay oy arti 
ht apaine the captivitie of Sion, wee were like them that 
Te Goth and theſe Ho bleſſings were things ſo 1n- 
credible, and beyondall expectation : 
Yau know, a little before the Quzenes death, the wiſeſt 
| were at their wits end, and every one ftood amazcd and a- 
ſtomſhed for the feares his heart did feare. The Ieſuites 
from beyond ſeas infolently inſulted over us, and told us in 
their bookes, that this Kingdome would ſhortly become a 
prey tothe greedy ambitien of all the neighbour nations; 
that huge clouds of bloud hung over our heads, and would 
melt and diſlolve at the Queenes death. But it was neither 
fo, nor ſo,. They are the falſe Prophets of the Beaft in the 
Revelation, no marvell theughthey lyed : For he that dwels 
in the heavens laughed them toſcorne, our gracious God 
had them in derife 
 ked and wiſhed, that this land ſhould have beene elothed 
even with. bloud and fire, as-with a garment ; out of the 


| infinite depthof his unſearchable mercies, he covered it with 


| Peace, zoy, and happineſle, even as the ſeas are covered with 
| WATET, | 


In the Gun-powder Treaſon, the necke of our whole State 


| | (the hope of poſteritie) was 
laid (as it Plaran me the blocke: The inſtrument of death 

was lifted up by the damned inſtrument of the Popes matice 
and cruelty, hee was even ready to give the mortall ftroke : 
znd had not the Angel of the Lond ſtepped in, in the very 
nickez had not our mereifull God, by his moſt miraculous 


both of Chureh and:-Common-wealth, the glory of this fa- 
. | mous and flouriſhing Ki 


- 


hd 
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1 will onely name two | 


on. And: when Devils and Papiſts loo- | 


— 


and immediate providence, putto hig helping hand, when | 
| our alenadefparany ada pe paſt;heo bad eur off from 
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us the roote and the branch ;the name and the-remnanr; the 
ſonne and the nephew. Our land that ecftore. was as the gar- 
den of Eden, had beene by this time a deſolate wildernefle : 
Our Church which was before a harbour of Saints, had beene 
by this time a-poole of Snakes; I meane an habitation of Pa» 
piſts. The faire body of this Citie, that before was enhlived | 
with matcklefke glory and worth, ſhould by this time have 
been a rent and difmembred carkafle;and that which is worſt 
of all, the negleRed and forlornelimmes, inſpired with the 
doctrine of devils. | IE "24438 

Let us then examine ourſclves in this point; Have theſe 
incomparable bleflings melted our hearts unto teares of re- 
pentance and thankfulnefle?Have theſe cords of love drawne 


us 1cerer utito our God mall knowledge, love, obedience? | 


Why then we may aflure our ſelves ofa good teſtimony, that 
our foules are ſeafoned with grace.  Bucat it bee quite other- 

wiſe: If theſe great and undeſerved mercies have bred inus 

a more frozen coldnefle in the ſervice of God, a more pre- 
ſumptuous ſecuritie, and a founder and {weeter fleepe un tan : 

If fince our miraculous deliverance, unparalleld by all Nati- 

ons,times,and ſtories; there hath -beene amangſt us no leff> | 
prophaning of Gods Name and Sabbaths then betore, no 
lefle pride and drunkennefle, no lefle oppreſſion and ufurie, 
no lefle tificleannefſe & unconſcionablenefle in ouc callings, 
n0 tefle ignorance in the W ord of Ged, and backewardnefle 
in the waies of holinefle, no lefle contempt of igodlineſk 
and godly men: Nay,ifall theſe gather head and hea; e | 
ripeneſle and readin&fle to receive the flame of Gods fierce 
and laſt wrath : If there bee rather, a ſenſible decay of the 
feare of God,of zeale,and true fincerztie amongtt us : It Pro- 


11gion, like a mighty Torrent, ruſh violently upon/'us.dat- 
ly more and nore.and fearefully prevaile and domineere in 
moſt places: W hy then {you area people of under ung) 
LHeaveit to your awne conſciences, to: confider what: | 


 Atheiſme, Popery;anda luke-warmenefle1yRo- | 


| 
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ned repentance wee-prevent ſo great and fearefull judge- 
ments. And the rather, becauſe wee may aflure our ſelves, 
while the Devillis in hell, and the Pope at Rome,the Prieſts 


and Icſuites, thoſe natorious and tranſcendent inſtruments 
of bloud and death, will be working in the Vaults of darke- 


inſtructions, and dire&ionsin a godly life : It ſeaſons the 


nefl forthe:confulion of the children of light, the ſubverſion 
| of the Kingdume of Chriſt, and by conſequent the ruine of 
our Church and Common-wealth. Little know wee, what 
fearefuii and helliſh plot may bee evennow in hatching and 
| hammering , or how neere 1tisto the birth, while we are 
moſt ſecure : "Andfor usin the meane time, without repen- 
tance, and rocting out:dalatrie,to depend ftill upon imme- 
diate and miraculous diſcoverics and deliverances, is at the 
leaſt an unhallowed and deſperate preſumption. 

I cannot follow diſtinctly atthis time,any more differen- 
ces betwixr the ſtate of laying grace and formall hypocrifie. 
| For concluſion therfore only, L will acquaint you more tully 
with the effects of ſaving grace,and follow 1n few words the 
trace and ſteps of the _—_ of God, inthe great worke of re- 
generation; that thereby every man may examine his con- 
| ſcience, judge himielfe, and try whathis Rate is. 

The working and ie ofthis {aving grace and true 
nds, vouchlafed peculiarly and onely to Gods Chil- 

en, which doth tranſlate them from darkeneſſe to light, 
from the corruption of nature;to a ſtate of ſupernaturall bleſ- 
ſednefle, you may thus conceive and underitand, Ir is like 
leaven{for ſothe power of Gods Word. is compared in the 
| Goſpel )it is ofaſpreading nature ; Firſt it ſeates it ſelfe in 
the hearty after, it 15 diſperſed overall the powers and parts 
both of ſoule and body ; over all the ations and duties ofa 
-man whatſpever:It ſoftnerh and changerh the heart : Ir pur- 
| geth/the 1nmoſt thoughts: Jt awakes the conſcience, and 
makes .it tender and ſenſible of the leaſt ſinne : It ſanftifies 


| the affeCtions : It conformes the wiilunto the will of God : 


Is lightens the underſtanding with ſaving knowledge : It 
ſtores the memory with many good leſſons, for comforts, 
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ſpeech with grace: It ſo reftifies and/guides all a-mans 
[ations, that they proceede from faith, they are warrantable | 
out of Gods Word, they are accompliſhed by good meanes, 
| and wholly dire&edto the glory of God. Nay, yer itfpreads | 
further, and kindles a defire of zeale for the tatvation of the 
ſoules of others, eſpecially of all choſe that any way depend 
upon us ; So that the Child of God-doth ever embrace all 
meanes and opportunities for the communicating of his gra-/ 
ces and comforts,and the bringing of others to the ſame itate | 
of happineſle with himſclfe. == 
Let then (I beſeech you)every mans eonfcience goe a lit- | | 

tle along with me z and. ſecretly, but faithfully anſwer to 
theſe few interrogatories, which Iſhall pooeees very briefly 
and plaznely, that every man may eaſily underſtand. Halt | 
thou felt by thine owne experience the great worke of Re- | 

generation and change wrought upon thy _ 2 Hath the 
powerfull Word of God, by the inward, ſpeciall, & effe&tu- | 
all working of his Spirit, broken and bruiſed thy hard and: | 
ſtony heart ? Hath it pierced and purged the very cloſeſt ayd | 
moſt unſearehable corners thereot ? H athit humbled 1c with | 
the ſight of thy ſinnes,and ſenſe of Gods judgements ? Hath 
| 1t flledic with fearefull terrours, compunCtion,remorſe, and 
| true forrow forthy life paſt ? Hathir atter quietedand' retpe- 
ſhed it with a ſure faith in Chritt Teſus, and a delightin hea- | 
venly things ? Hath it mortified thy mward corruptions, | 
and broke the heart of thy ſweete finne 2 Harh it planted a | | 
holy moderation in all thy affe&ions; that whereas hereto- | 1 
fore they have bee-enraged with luſt, with ummogerate an- | 
| ger,with ambition, with infatiabledefire for the inlargement | 4 
of thy wealth, poſſeſſions and greatnefle, and with hatred of | 
Gods deareſt ſervants and their holinefk ? are they now 1n- | 
flamed with zeale for Gods honour,truth, and ſervicez with | 
a fervent love unto the Lord and his Saints: with Chriſtian | 
' courage, wo app0ne againſt the {innes of the time, to: defend | 1 
goodnefſe and good caufes, to contemne the lying flanders | 
pins {coffes of worthlefle:men? Hath it mo Wo 
thy will an hunger andchirſt after the ſpirituall food of thy | >] 
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Are thy thoughts, of which heretofore thou haſt made no 


and toyes, vanities and follies, now capable aud greedy of 


| the a that thou doſt the whole day entirely, free- 


' comfart oft 
| doſt thou labour the converſion of ethers, eſpecially of thoſe 


| prawn ry way. 1 | > erfs 
of afam thou wath, andanftr n 
| the dodtr) baffle Lay Ar rr the 


| now norealy ticke ar, and forbeare great andgroſl finnes? 
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ſoule;the Word and Sacraments; ſo that thou haddeſt ya- 
therpart with any worldly good, then nor enjoy the uncom- 
parable benefit of a conſcionable and conſtant Miniſterie ? 


great conſcience, but letten them wander up and downe at 
randome, wickedly,idlely,& vantonly;are they now, I ay, | 
bounded. within a -facred compaſle, aud ſpent upon holy | 
chings, and the neceſlarie affaires of thy honelſt and lawfull 
calling? Is thy underſtanding 1nformed,and acquainted with 
the myfteric of falyation,which the world, and the wile men 
hereof, account nothing but. madnefle and folly ? Is thy 
memorie, which hath heretofore beene ftufted with traſh 


| 


divine knowledge Z Arethy words, which heretotore have 
beene full of prophaneneſle and worldlinefſe, now direQed 
to glorifie God,and to give grace unto the hearers ? Nay,yer 
further beſides this inward renovation of the faculties of thy 
ſoule; hath the power of grace fanCtihed all thy outward 
10ns 2 Doſt thou now order (in every. particular) all the! 
buſineſſes of thy yocation 14 remaye ,& by dr-| 
ly 


re&tion out ofthe Word of God?Artrthou inwardly afte&ed | 
and faithtull 1n the performance of religious dutics ? as in 
hearing the Word ef God, in ſanGtifying the Sabbath, in 
Prayer, and the reſt?Dolſt thou now heare the Word of God, 
nor onely of courſe aud cuſtome;, butof zealc and conſcience 
to reforme thy.ſelfe by it, and to live after ut ? Doe not the 


weeke-dayes duties and worldly cares, drowne thy mind on 


ly, ang checrefully attend the worſhip of God ? Doeſt thou 
exerciſe rerderieiryss. | 


ling, Prayer, that precious 
taithfull Chriſtian? Thou being converted, 


which are committed any way to thy e, and for whom 
| "as ifthou be « maſter 


= 


waies of godlinefle? Doſt thou 


; 


— — 


kat _ _ E 


but 


tt. Me ah 


—— 


uay', and-every. 
Pe doth the Spirit of Godeven fo ds thy proger 
body, and all thy aRions with the life of grace ? Why then, 
thou haſt paſt the perfeCtions of the formall hypocrite, and 
art poſleſt of the ſtate of true bleſſednefle; thou art themhap- 
ple that ever thou waſt barnezthy way 5certaingly the way 
of life : And I can affure thee, and. I date boldly pronounce 
it, tha thou art already utterly out; of the reach of all the 
powers. of hell : Satan is chained up for ever doing thee any 
deadly hurt; All the creaturesaze reconciled unto thee, and 


of the ſea, ehy heaxt 


tt... ith a n 
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faith; quitthy ſelfe like a man,and be ftrong;gird thy ſword 
thy thigh; buckle faſt unto thee the whole armour of 
God: ride on,becauſe of the Word of Truth; and the Lord 
thy God be with thee.Breake thorow for a while with un- 
daunted courage, the birtterneſle of the worlds malice; the 
keenerazours of impoyſoned tongues; the teares and tedi- 
ouſneſſe ofa few and wretched dates; for thou are neerer the 
price of the high calling, then when thou firſt beleevedR. : 
| Shine more and more mfaith, in patience, in love, in know- 
ledge, obedience, and all other Chriſtian graces, untill the 
ere day; wei thou reach the: height of heaven, and the 


| tull glory of che Saints of God. 


I now proceed more diſtinftly to other markes of diffe- 
rence, betwixt the: ſtate: of grace and formall hypocrifie. 
Some notes of diſtinAtion for my purpoſe may be raiſed our 
of thoſe places of ſcripture, which I -1+/ cy toacquaint 
you with the kinds of perfe8ion; and degrees of goodneſſ ; 
wW a man as yet unregenerate 1s capable , and may be 
In-the $: of Leke, the'hearer reſembled unto the Ktonie 
ground, 1s the formall h ite. He receives the Word of 

50d with joy, as doth the-faithfull Chriſtian, though not in 
the ſame meaſure. But here's the ſpeciall point and marke 
that differencetlthe one from the-other. The W ord and faith 
in the formall hypocrite haven rootes ; They are not deep- 
ly and ſoundly rooted andplanted in his anderftanding,con- 
cience, thoughts, affeftions; and/aFtions.” .'_ - 


-Furft, they are not rooted and-faftened in his underftan- 
fared ind gracious tabirs which ar cal- 

led or Cohr.9: and run moupurnas : Heaven- 
e;'or 1 myſteries 


I. em. __ _ 


— 
—_—— 


| 


| forer in proportion incelleftualt habits, $5 | + 
Pientia and Prudentia, mentioned by eMfriftorle, Ech. 6, for | 
naturall truth, and civill ation. S*pientia, you a 


iN Gas.» 


A — 
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the e Schooles, is a worthy habit compounded of inrelligenri, 
which 1s a naturall I;ghe wut abilitie of apprehending anda: 
knowledging ſpeculative principles, the foundations and 
| fountaines of all humane knowledge : and of Scientiaz which 
is an habituall and exa&t knowledge of all neccſhry conclu- 
fions and deduRtions, by the force of reaſon, and labour of 
| diſcourſe thence 1fluing, and grounded therenpon, Bur Pru- 
dentia, though it be ſeated 1n the underftading ;/yetitis . 
Cticallin refpet of the Objet and rhe end; and1s. the. 
| raigne & guide of all other wiki doth eyer amid the _ 
| ny varieties,uncertainties,& paſkges of human aios, wile» 
ly,and honeftly conſult and adviſc, judge andreſolve,manage 
and execute. Even juſt ſo,theſe two heavenly habits,eis, and 
owe Tropend, heavenly wiſedome, and ſpirituall prudence, 
ſhed intoevery ſanRihed underſtanding by the GR of 
grace, are bufied and exerciſed about fu 
and matters of eternall life. By the firſt ,- the child. of Ged 
having the eyes of his mind opened and illghtened ; _ 
ſee the great myftery of ſalvation, the ſecrets of the 
dome,the art Aga counſel, & the wonders of the law of 
Hee doth know what. the hope is of his calling, ard what 
jon riches of his glorious inheritance is in the Saints: hee 
comprehends what is the breadth, and the length , and. the 
depth,. and the heighth. By the ſecond he isenabled with 
a Tlcions kinceritie £o deliberats and determine = raed 
| conſcience ;'tn the pogbences tentations; 1 
ambi unkies and culties incident to the conlideratian' 
| de ofa Chriſtian ; and with fpirituall Sms 
Cal pee, pen: 


bs ar gooey is a right noble Ne 


and heavenly wiſedome, {| = 


arr.) al the fol YPOCrIee is 


_—_—— 
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2 Cor, 2.11. 
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| for the moſt pareurrerly ignorant. He knowes not that darke 
and A  oSllendes fromthe vanities and cor- 
ruptions of nature, and out of the domunions of darkenefle 
and death, through ſtrange terrors and torments of foule, in- 
rothe rich and glorious happineſle of the {tate of grace, and 


of tentations;the cauſes,d the wofull confequents and 
| recoveries of ſpiricuall deſertions, relapics and decaies of 

ce. He hath noskill1n the nature, ſympromes, and reme- 
es of afflicted conſciences: intheſecret workings and right 


not acquainted with Satans transformations 1ato the glory 
of an Angel® withhis 24tn, and rwiuen/as the Apoſtle cal- 
{ leth them : that is, his: depthes, his profound plots and 
contrivances , moulded by malice and fabriltie 1n his owne 
| large underſtanding; furm{hed with the experience of our 
corruptions , and the ſucceſſe of his many tehtations for 
ſome thouſands of yeeres managed with all the crafts and 


not acquainted with his p«244lm- ag they are called, Epheſ;6. 
tagems and infidiations; in ordering his aflaules and diſchar- 


ging his fieric darrs. How ſometimes he k as-It were a 
method of nature, in ſtriking at che -roote, and labouring to 


Roppe ra nt fountaine of ſpirituall- life ,, which is 
Fasth : that fo the fruites of godlinefſe may: wither, and the 
ftreames of divine grace may drie up. Satan knowes full 


nance of all ourward du- 


\ 


heate, vigour,and excellencie; hee labours might and maine 


| to weaken, ſhake,and beate downe 6ur faith, and thar by ſuch 
| " mmeanes as theſe : <3 391 2351 11 0h OE; OT ITTT Y 


| Fark, by ſuggeſting tothe child of God, a conſideration 


= —_ A. 


| 
| Kingdomeof Chriſt. He knowes not the varietie and power | 


uſes of affli tions, infirmities, ſcandals, and diſgraces, Hee is | 


| 


| 
| 


policies of the moſt darke and hidden corners of hell, Hee is 


| 
T 1. his exquifite methods,in che wily conveyance of his ftra- | 


| well, thatthe hyely or lan exerciſe of other inward 


of 
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of the fouriſhing of the wicked, how imperiouſly and-profu 
| »eroully thepdomineric andrevell u10the worlghow'they 
wine chemielves ike a greene Bay»tree; — 
aſcs to palle : while himfelfe hes trampled aponÞ 


olencics, opprefſions and prophane cenſuresz ro 


he lingers andpines under feme heayie crafleandi long 
1xcation zand for all his prayers; his groancs, bhiopaticnce; 
— ATE] IST pie os 
anto his heavy t.hee may 'EVEn 
periſh IO This 13 afhrewd tentatzen,andin'fome 
meaſure dagainft Daw; it madeſorall, and:well 
rooted a Newt Ragger : nay; this tempeſt hadneereovers 
| curned humythis blovy had wounded his faich to death, 
nico tread efoceme Saftnary: of the Lord, :and 
the end-ef theſe men ; How fuddenlytbey: qre de» 
CN ion bieriliyveninmed's and contidered, hows 
ext with megor devils, for thedates of 
each vanicte Bhi maſerabl rs); yerin Ever: you _ 

| withchemarthelaft;. - 
-' A(ccondmeanes, by which Sama kane ode 
an our __ is this : Hee curioufl ' bblervesall-feaſous 


6a) 4 . : 


102 0) L1G meairetooſen 14 15%536! 36 ono 


IIS 
ate iggeſticinaadrin} 


hath | - 


. 
—_—— _ 
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f6n'yich theſe rivers of corhforr;/ labours to. caſt,1nto his 
mane; even fome ogpoped ibilitie of the perfor-. 
manceofthepromiſes of ſalvation, and ot the attainement 
of that excelient waight of glory: and would gladly make 
him thinke zr incredible: that hee ſhould ever be toning 
with inunortaliciegor.beeds gloriouſly: partaker thorow : 
eteraitie;of anfptetablcatynlaqaakore : This tegtation, as 
Itakeit, doth not muchdiſquietthe formall hypocrite ,. or 


: 


J——y 
—— 


ae" "I. 


' uncaham doubtsanddiftrattionsof this narure.. But where- 


| denly,and reſolutely to be x 


| | faithful Chriſtian for all this, may maintaine aid poſſefie his. 


 feeles ſenſibly and certannely by thisptetentimmediate ſug- + 
ParrmetemaryArnagnatrnr op - 


any unregenerate man, For becauſe his perſwation of hap- 
pinefle to.come, is falſe and miſgronnded, 'and that hee bath 
tio found aflurante of heaven; Satan1s coo wily. to Juggelt 


ſoever it lights, it is of fearefull confequence ; and therefore 
not to be debated upon by. the thoughts , 'or diſputed with 
Satan; thatis not the way to.conquer this tentation;but ſud- 


repeld 'by:the.payer of prayer, 
ndoutefan tply contempt fo-baſeend lying roalice, ta 


beecaft asdnng upon the, face of the/Temprer. Sy chat. the 


heart 4n patience, and unconquerable comfort aut af theſe 
qpcetnlerncicine Taconm go 3 ent tt dit 40 36 pitt 
»:Facſt, i heeheea divelland prince of hell; as Gods childe 


y.theie 1sthe glory ofinfinite | 


$95 Secondly, h 
"3.58 | Idlinef 


\ ſarance 


Gefen] 


gels, Saints, boundleſle and endlefle If 


F , 
IOISI097 [113715 V 33 349%a 59H 


-»1;Afotuith 
raking (1n chem 


; comfortin theſoule:-; 


<eee  en dedteee Ahn... tos 


ee 
— 


| carcfully and tenderly cloſe up that wound;jandb 


= 
A 
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often, andmoſt principally ob- 
noxious before wm :why then, from thenee hedrawes 
and enforceth upon «Aron wg and fa; 
conclafions, He refrnchs infers upoirſuch ny 
have marry prom ow, mr, hol 

buel our is — n_— out'con- 
veer chu cbeix Otherwiſethe of God | 


ſufficient for us, and the powet of his' ſanRifying ſpirie: | 
yould atthe leatfo farre Lott us,bridle and mortifiedds | | 


| 


— 
hn —————— 


tion and cuſtome, wee were 


epented of.' Ocherwilſe, 
as our ſweet, and maſter-fin in the time of our 


ceglo if we were indeed in the ny oryoter 

vis | 

gilanc St Glivinnsi in fencing and foreifyingithas breach 

before ay other. By this meanes Satan many times' gives a 

ſore blow to our fah, and breeds much heavineſe —_— 
ooh 


This Me dwenateigy Gineeaer 


method (as it were)of nature, in | pd erin te 
nagar ms rvgrany torts Burif he bee not ableto | 


er Footer je naſe min 


entire exerciſe of the'g 
and freedome from di 


wary 


a Oy 


corruptions, that weſhoald nor breake ouragaine,and bitk- | 
| .{lide into a4in'ſo much loathed and r # 


| on made the derpeſt gaſh, the wideſt ES | H 


our hearts, worldl: 


/ 


, 


_— 


i 


nn Ee 
— ts, ". —_—— _- .- JPY =. CIT Mo” 4 
, o 
. 


"-Difroturſe of eras beppineſſe. 


— — ———— — _ —_—_— 


| ET pins ſpirituall life. 'For.if 


fle once; take 
cp ev 


our hearts, it-waſtes by 
.n #hwgs, = A in 
| SAIALY,/ OUT ompre- 

alable andeverlal Nt ww rat rowkchs 

| —— Ratr: of our con- 
| frhe vanitieand angel this preſent life, of the. 
sriling againe of our bodies, and the ammiortaltie of | 

ares _ cs, oe Mien, wiſhes njeper 
es, indepen- 

providence of God, and a. thouſand plats 

res th ace encreaſement and' < our para 
felicitie lecaritie:It makes us infenſible-of: Gods e=\ 
firlt love, af the danger ies. 
1, 4 : Je makes us pur farre from ns the evil] day; and.| 
mn that wee ſhall never bee 
Hed -antinny = ou happy tes ind GOEY 


jo on me mir 


ili bs, enorior, mac ftgnorts 


+l” 


| For as the ſeedecaſt into the earth, drawes unto To lelfe by lit- 
tle and little the propertie of that ſoule, whereunto it 15 tranſe} 


| dinarily converſe. - Lamentable then1s therr caſe, baſe their 
antage, | 


| tie, no counſell in tentations , no- conſolation 


3 in this point : I would nor have men goe out of the world,or 


——————  — 
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ing wer.to transforme others into their owne faſhions 
=> conditicind ; and to make them ſomerimes to condemne 
their former forwardnefie and zeale in the ſervice of God. 


ported, untill at length it becomes like that whuch doth 
there naturally grow : ſo the ſpirits & manners of men com- | 
monly conforme themſelves to thoſe, with whom they or-' 


reſolution, and miſerable their comfort ; who for ady 
faQtion, foreſight. and hope of turure gratifications, or any, 

other by-reſpe&, plunge themſelves ito ſuch companies x 
where perhaps they yy many pleaſant paſlages 0. 
wit, ſer and artificiall a1 X's and patling the time; dire 
Rion in their worldly attaires, combination againſt” the 


where they ſhall finde no furtherance in the way to heaven, 
no comfort in heavenly things, no encouragement to pie» 
n- thet 


deaths-bed. O how much berter were ie, forthefe few and 


| wretched: daies, to ſort and folace themftelves amongſt the | 


Saints of God , with whom they might ſhine as glorious 
lights together inthe earth, and bereatter-in the heavens a- 
| bove che brighenefle of the Sunne tor evermore; rather then 
rophanely ro ſport themſelyes in Ceech, and for x fea- 
yn rocuffie in the rents'of Keder;, where there is | 


darkenefſc of tinne, and ſhadow of:deatht Miſtake mee nor 


dean Hpoyfs I would rather have them, if they" will | 
Paul aright bee made all things to all men, that 
they miyGby all meanes fave fome : Thatis, I. would have 
the children of Gadnot bee wanting in any offices of kind« 


power of Religion, and the true Profeſſors thereof : buc | - 


no light of grace, no joynr expectation: of eternitie; but | 


neſle or pictie, bi ldand communicate tliemfelves fo | 
| fare, as durie, charicie, hamanitis, neceſitio of their gene | 
tpon good warrant, and juft oeca- 


rall orpareicular calli 
ſion may challenge anda rho ds ——_ | 


HS ———_— 


- 
—_ 
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and full communication of the ſecrets of their ſoule, of their 

deareſt affections, of their ſpirituall eftate, of their joytul- 
| leſt and beſt expence of time; I would have that only vouch- 
ſafed and conveied inte the faithfull boſome of a true Chri- 
| ſtian,and confined to grace,as its peculiar and principall Ob- 
ject. - Let their goodnefle, and good deeds ſpread without 
| Iimit but their delight and intimateneſle, 15to be reſtrained 


the truely excellent, which are onely-the godly. Hence 1t 1s 
-that Gods children are many times cenſured for moroſitie,. 


to good fellowſhipz when God knowes they can- find no 
doinche whiteof anegge, no ſtrength 1n a broken ſtafte 
of Reede, no comfort 1n the meirof the world , who: have 
| their portion 1n this life-z and-therefore they would not 
with their Paradiſe of communzon of Saints, or com- 
| fortable communication with God in their folitarineſſe k 


ments, | x6} ; Loew; . 
 Fourthly, Satan doth ſometimes worke a foals decay of. 


omeanordinate plot and forecaſt, tor preferment and great-. 
\ neſſe. For if hee can once ſet our thoughts: bulily on foot for 

projecting and contriving (wath exceſſive deſire, ambition 
| and greedinefſc,) ſome honour, office or high place z why 


| then, farewel zealezfarewel taking part with Gods children; 


| farewell an unſhaken reſolution,1n Randing for the honour, 
truth, and ſervice of God; and a Chriſtian courage in.repro» 
| ving (ins. For then we muſt live referyedly ; we muſt be con- 
tent to part with our libertie, and be deprived of our ſelves : 
Wee mult labour to ſatishe and accommodate our ſclves ta 
the humours, pleaſures, and paſſions of men. In a word 
whole "—_—_ | 
dence with the men and meanes that are able topromote us : 
for ſo uncertaine and irregular are the revglutions of mens 
favours, that many times, if a 'man but miſſe, or miſtime one 
| 6<remonie or Circe {enough tocalt 
; | mnt 


i —... 


den te en detent. Mead 0” "I — 


| for the company of Kings, and a world of carnall content- 


grace, and exerciſe of godlineſſe, by putting into our heads: 


and appropriated to the Saints thatare onthe earth, and to þ 


| unſociablenefle, diſdamnetulneſk: of ſpirit ,2and oppoſition 


| 


Fe þ 
muſt hold a neceflaric and exadt correſpon- 


 - 


_—_—— 
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1 himoff, and utterly caſhire him from his $& ends. Moſt 

miſerable and as is their life,chat thus foclake the ftrong 
| cower of their ſalvation, and claſpe their hand of faithabour 
| che armeof fiſh. For they doe not onely bereave themſelves 
| oftharworthy'freedomeof ſpirit, which an honeſt Heathen 
would netexchange for his hte ; butalſo as they grow into | 
| habit of ſervitude andbaſe engagements unto men ſo they | 
| grow:into aflavery unto finne,and bondage unto the corrup- 
| £1ons of the time. And the higher they riſe into favour with | 
| prophane greatnefle and policy,the deeper they fink intothe 

mileries of baſenefle and flattery, andthe high diſpleaſure of 
| Almightie God : arid at length,ifthey atraine their ends,(for 

ſomerimes they die inthe tedious proſecutionof ſome unde- 
{ſerved init they double their diſcomforts, and encreaſe | -- 
their account. For commonly where-the purſuite and purs |. 
chaſe of any honour and preterment hath been baſe and mdis | 
re& ;there the diſcharge and execution 1s formall,vaine-glo- 
- | rious, and unconſcionable. | 

/-Thus yeeſeca ſecond method of Satan, whereby he goes 

aboutto-kill-the fruitsof faich z and to cauſe, if not an utter | 
ors 1, Ear Ar and interruptions in the ope- | 
rations of grace. bs * 

. Many moe ſuch depths and proceedings he hath in tentatt- | 
ens: As forexamples : | Io 29445 % | 
+ It hee om hg yes DE 

wearers, uncleane pertons, and the hte; heetemprs them to | 
1 Atheiſme, a reprobate ſenſe , contempr of Gols _ 
r 


| 
| 
i 


ol. 


| and ſervice, and to the- great offence. To defend thei 
and graceleſſe courſes;to glorie intheir finnes, ang in their 
dexteritie of making others:drunke with the ſarf#iquirie. 
| He tickles and ftrikes the bargaine berwixtthem; and death | 
| andhell;andenters (as eaterbond for the performance of 
the. covenant; -Hee tempts them to ing; and by their 
| ſcoffings and railings, in ſome ſort, to the defpiſing 'of the 
| wit or gracein the thildrenoflighty widdbied foals ne | 
of a ſeared conſcience,” and; 2 fearefull-preparativee6 finne 


guinſithe baly' Qhoſt.' Theſecre\Saping ular -Wanyersy 


Q\ 
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and deſperateneſſe in ; and teacheth rk eo march 
furiouſly in varietic of rebellions againſt the Majeſtic of hea» 


VEnN. 
| If be mere wich honeſt civill men, hee Iahours to per- 


__ tobee nothing 


oad meaning 


| 50 Eerie life of thefervice of God, | and a ſuthctent way 


to heaven : And tocconcerve, finne and fincorizte:to bee no+ 
chiag elſe butmoral}vertucs and vices; the power of ſaacti- 
but. good:education; the practice of 
linef> to' be nothing bur'ſober and honeſt behaviour ; ; 
the whole mytcrie of Chriſtanirte, to bee only a grave 
andthe w civibittez And the much adoe about farthtull and 

e preaching,; to-bee-onely: the humour of ſome. 


Lo. 


nitze from grofle-funnes, and therr civill honeſtie,axe carefull 
2nd faſhionable in the outward duties of religion, yet: ſhort 
Toy agen 124" labours-maight and ef to ſer 
tlein on an pa that the ſtate of regeneration 1s no- 
thing efſe-and puritaniſme; that faving linceric 
and a Wn bers of holineſle is onely'a anodes Je 
conſitg n pre brain conceived inthe; regular and 
of ſome bufie-- and pragmaricalt fellowes , 
{6 dy onely with a number of pan wes. and proten- 
ces, but really exiſtent and aGed 
Capon np 


him teen an 
\ < ls ol jn the the! coats — 


Hence it ischat Davidis many 


Hence 


and therefore he inſpiresthem with extraordinary p boldneſſe, | 
| | {wadethem,thatjuſt and upright dealing with their nergh- | 


and intentions it matters of religion, | 


con{cionabl 
odde tellowes, that would bee accounted fingulac and ſe» 
' Tfhe meete with formall hypocrites, who befides immu- 


| 


and. merrily joatted them, | 
inp rerioe fi RR Sd 


ann tc Orion bur without | 
00am"! 


. 
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is already entved-ino the pan 


CO 
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| 


| afullcommrebe 
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truth and uprightneſle 


 intheryr owne wilfull mſconeoie; they thence raife 1myatrer , | 
| not onely oferiumphand tafultation; 'bur: ( which-is/much 


; more fearefalt)-of chearing, 'applanding',- and confirming 


am At... PP _ -—_ 


ty.__—_— AD 


- Emeerdols aRions; in which, for the 
ofhis heart; and the jultnefleand in. 
nocency of hiscaule, he dare appeate to the tribunall of Gag, 
(the impartial ſearcher of the mmoR thoughts, & feverere- 
venger of all falfehooQ) yet areratked by-'viie and baſe mi 
conttra&ions, and"interpretedto bethe workes of datkriefle 
and deceit; 'And ifthey take-4 godly man bur <ripping mn 
ſomeleſkr erronrth ths carriage, and that perhaps 


Hence vis that 


eo eos mtheir preſent wretched ftare® - 
- BurifSatan meere/with a mit, that by the grace 


of God 


bitel; ati withſorow for his 
placeof Dragons, and” covered with: the ſhadow: of dearh ; | 
then he eagerly ſtrives tro ſtifle the new man in the wombe 

ard by preſenting to his viewthe' nglie viſage of: his many | 
and outragious tranſgreſſions, the'curſe of the Lavy, and the 
wrath of God ( which/hee yet makes-more-grizty and fierce 
by his owne hell:{h-mialice,) toplunge lim meothe bortom- 
leſſe gulfe of irrecoverable horror and A—_— Bar if by | 
che mineies of God be tlie tar; bur betrme lay. hold upon 

che juſtice of Chriſt, and thar boundlefſe compaſſion, which 
never.knew howto brezke the bruiſed reede; or quently che 
{moakingflaxe; but holds abroken and contrire-heare flrve 
mor theathe ſacrifice of the beaſts on a thouſand. 
mountaines,and then ten thouſand rivers of oylez why'then | 
he ftands like greavred Dn ins why 'at y felt 


a full co 


zZors 4lewd a be ry. wb 
EEE EESES 


of his rravetl it-znche new | - 
513-{mitten dowtr ny! the | 
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| labours ſometimes to falten upon. 
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mortalitie;by reproaches,land 10n.of his former 
life : by odious name of Hypocrite, Singularift, Puritane, 
a fellow of irregular conſcience and ſtirring-humour , of 
a fatious and contradiftious ſpirit, and ſuch like. . But if he 
alſo paſle theſe pikes, and rheſeſharpe ſwords (for ſoDavid 
calles ſpi GI, pans aes,)out of a eonfideration of chat-truth 
in Paxl : Every one that will live godly in { brift leſus,; ſpall ſuf- 
fer perſecution; and that in the caimeſt time of the Church : | 
among many other, he ſhall be ſuce.ax the leaſt co be conti- 
nually ſcourged andvext; with. firsfe. of 2amgwer:\ for everic 
faithtull Chriftian knowes by , good NRoence , that ever 
now and then, aghe ſhall flirre in a good cauſe, Rand againſt 
the corruptions of the place where he lives, with conſcience 
nl akon 1s calling;heſhall preſently have | 
the ſpirit of prophancnefſi 


tofliean lus face, with brutiſh and 
1mplacable malice and inſolencie : butyet, I ſay,ifhe be able 
with his Lord and-Sayiour to endure this ſpeaking againſt | 
of finners ;andtoeſteeme it, as it is indeede, his crowne and 
comfort : why then Satan caſts about-another way z and hee 


lumdome unwatrrantable 
him, todefraud him of an intire fruition of the comforts of 
holineſſe;' and tohunder and interrupthim in the proſecuti- 
on of lys glorious ſervice of God. Sometimes to puffe him 
 witha {clfe concert of his owne-'excellencie, ſeeing him- 
fe advanced as farte above the. common condition of men, 
and: the richeſt and happieſt worldling; as heaven above 
earth, light above darkeneſſe, endleſſc happineſk above eter-- 
nall miſcrie: that ſo, as the Aporthecaries ointment by adead | 
pes pi 20 ations: , ſpirituall graceg,may receive ſtaine 

| by-privie pride: of the nature and remedies 
whereofI have betore diſcourſed. Theſe and many others be 
the tentationsof a babe in Chriſt, and fitted tothe infancie of 


% 


3 3 1 


——_ 


| peſt ſting, his Gunpowder-plor, untill hee meete us on our 


| nably 1mployed, hee will then turne unto us:1nto Scorp 


F 


thouſand moe. Amid which infinit varietie,he is for the molt 
part conſtant in one point of policie, & that 1s this: Hecons | 
ceales his greateſt furie, his molt deſperate aſſault unto the 
laſt:He referves his hereft darts, his deadlieft poyt6,his 


deaths-bed. W heretore, beloved in Chriſt Ieſus,we had need | 
every man to be ſtrongly and ſoundly preparedand armed a- | 
gainit that greatand lait encounter with Satan: which | 
depends our everlaſting eftate, either in the joyes of heaven | 
or paines of hell.: Oh 'atthat day, (and we. httle know how 
neere it1s)-it is not our deepe reaches and unfathomed poli. 
cies and. projects, the countenance and patronage. of great 


perfonages, our merry andpleaſant companions, or the plu» | | 
ralitze of livings & preferments, that can yeeld us —_— wy 


fort or aſſiltance inthatterrible and fearetull ate;. Nay, | 
though we now little think upon ut,all the worldlycontent- | 
ments, that we have either. direCtly purchaſed,or unconſcio- 


itings,and W ormes of conſcience. Onely at that day a'good 
conſcience will hold- out as armour. of proofe ;. which, as'1t 
hath beene on eartha continuall featt, ſo then it will beunto | 
us a great and everlaſting whilze for evermore. 

By this time youeahly perceive;and1ammuery ſenſible of 
the digreſſion I have made : þutI have done :1t, onapieo give 
you atalte of thatpart of divine knowled | 
of Satan, and ſpirituall tate of fanRified foules and afflicted 
conſciences; which Itake to be Gods childs peculiar, and in 
which the formall hypocrite hath little skill or exerciſe, For 
the deepe and divine ponderations of this. nature upon: theſe 
points, do.not much take-upor trouble lus mand an ta- 
tions, It isa precious knowledge, abfiraQed by anholyex- 
perience fromthe praticeand ations of true and ſound''re- 
generation; and therefore itis tranſcendent; to his moſt hap- 


Py naturall capacitie,to thedepth of his worldly rwiſdome, | 
and to the greateſt he1 beof logon, OO. |- 


wiſe never ſo univerſall and p 
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> thar. 
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Now as concernin gother parts of divine know wledge, | and 


————— — 
20 . 


"—_ 


| Antichriſtian Hierarchie ; about perplexitics ariling out of 
their will-worſhipand bloudy ſuperttition, and determina= | 


| the heartof godlinefle, the. my ſteric ofregeneration, andthe 


| dag, the diſorder of his; 


| derſtanding;heart and affedtions z and alfothe brightnefſe of 


A Diſcomſe of true happineſe. 
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other points of religion; hee: _—_ furniſhed with ſtore of 
rareand excellent learning, i Fathers, Schoolemen, Com- 
mentaries, Controvert:es; hee may bee endued with fubriltie 
indiſputing aud defending the truth of God : yea, and inre- | 
ſolving cates of conſcicence $08,:10 far as a formail obſcrva- | 
tien;and Popiſh DoGtors can leade him. Far their reſolutions ; 
in that kinde, are onelybuſied about cafes incidentto their 


I en mee CO Ceeeem.:_ 


tion of ſome part:culars in the,commandements, which may 
fall within the capacitue of an ynregenerate man : but their | 
profcſhon, I meane the Papacie, cannot paſibly reach unto 


favingpewer of the lite to come. Nay, yct velides this, the 

formalth ite may be made partakerof tome degrees of 
the Crvient ilttumination, inunderſtauding,and interpreting | 
the booke of God, for the good of his Church and children, 

For I doubt not, but many have much light of judgement, 
that have little integritic of capſctence;andare infpired with 
the ſpirit of i}lumination: for:the;. good 'of others, that have 


for their owne _—_— But yet me thinkes there may bee 
conceived fome ditferences betwixt the child of God, and the 
formall bypocrite, urthe very ſpeculationand knowledge of 
Godstrurh, and in apprehenhon ot things:divine- a the un- 
derſtanding : Which I taketo-betuchasthele, - 

Firſt, the hight of divine knowledge '1n the formall hypo- 
cxite, doth onely: difcharge his beames: and brightnefle upon 
; but never returnes and. reflects on. bis owne ſoule to 
an exattdiſcoverie of the 20f his owne- underftan. 
affe&tians; the lumber of his conſci- 


ht. oo 


\ ence, the deadneſle of his: heart: but every. child of God is 


he.isbochillightned and inflamed inwardly in his owneun- 
| his Chriſtian vertues, areeverdiſperſed and working upon 


no part iathe ſpirit of fandtification- and ſound converſion | 


"RR 
__ mn... 4 
- 


| 


eyer inſome meafure, both a burning and ſhining Lampe; | 


| ochers, Whereſoever he lives hee ſhines-asa light, amida 
| — naoghty 


- —_— 


_ 


refreſhing ;bur doth firſt fully illuminate his © —— 
| notto an Oy enciaigs " for thatis Corned? for hea- 
venz,yet to a perfeQtionof parts; 


| cid x exten 


and ſhed into the inferiour Orbs and airez but are firſt roo- 


$. And his light of knowledge 1n reſpect ofhi leite, 


"MN > fnfeafrukggads 
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naughty and crooked generatien, in the ſight and cenfure of 
God, the bleſſed Aon good menzthough Poe! 
ment "of the. world ,; and eye of prophanenefſe,, his 
£10us graces ever 4id, and ever will appeare.to wn wa 
but darkenefle ana diflembling. You may. conceive thus dit- 
ference thus : The ſun-beames (you know) are net onely calt | 


ME —— 


ted in the Sunne, and doe inwardly and univerſally fill web | 
light that faire and glorious body : It is ocherwiſe an the 
Moone; for howſoever ſhe receive light, for the : cheering 
and comforting other bodies, yer ſhee remaines darke with- | 
in, and in reſpe3t of her ſelfe,ar Sia only to make her ſpots 
more conſpicuous, It is juſt ſoin the point we have in hand : 

The 
only ſhine upon the ſoules of others for their 1 


litze 1s capable. Bu in the form hrporris ox 1OWigever 1t 
may ſometimes diſpell ignorance anderrors from. the mi | 
ofihers; yet within he1s darkeneſle in ths Ad 


pect affning light, as is every unregenerate 1 


oh, \ the. knowl 


f divine, myſteries !1 
ry. ear ws wr ip 


| Fs 


he of divine knowledge in the child of God, Sock mer | 


Fourthly,in apprehenſion of divine truth in the formal hy- 
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glued unto the faſhions of the world ; if hee were ſenſible of 
1;,would tel him that it is many times not ſo{weet unto him 


| | as his pleaſures: His cloſe covetouſneſle, or other unconlſcio» 


| nableneſſe in his calling, if his conſcience were illightned, 


| would informe him, that many timeNc 15 not1o deere unto 


tim as gold. | 
Thirdly the child of God hath an humble and gracious re- 
ſolution, a ſweete and willing ſubmiſlionever mixt with his 
divine knowledge, of being maſtered, guided and gover- 
| ned by it; though againſt the violent bene of his owne i1- 
clination -and the current of the time : but the formall hy. 
pocrite;(if he deale faithfully with his owne heart) may tecle 
12 himſelfe a ſecret ſubordination. and ſubjeCtion of his un- 
derftanding therein,to his wealth,honours,and worldly pre- 


v3 


pecrite, the power of naturall diſceurſe, and-light 6freafon 


inthebone and barke, 1n getieralities, and uncertainties : but 
inthe child of God / the ſacred illuſtration of Gods fpiric 
doth plentifully concurre; and theretore he is ablero pric in- 


| ©, and pierce the marrowand pith of Gods holy truth, the 


particular yeines andfaving (enſe thereot. 

- ''T come now tothe other habir;' wiucl the Apoſtle calleth | 

eanm” mupensd, '{nirituall pruderice; by which the Word and 

faith take no reote in the underſtanding of the formall hy- 
ite, 

* This habit, I told you, isa ſpirituall prudence,or a fanRti- 

fied underſtanding in'the prafticall aftarres'of rhe ſoulez' b 


"rodehiberate and derermine in caſes of conſcience, in the per- 
plexities of tentations,if all traits, ambiguities, and difficul- 


and with fpiritualt diſcretion to-guide and condut :all the 


which a regenerate man isinabled with a judicious fincerity, 


ries incident to the conſiderationand carriage ofa Chriſtian; | 


| 


] 


| 


beares the cluefeſt ſwayzand therefore he ſtickes (as it were) 


| 
| 


| 
| 


ations of grace;and every particular both in his generall and 
L recs » AIR 
This wiſedome (as I take it) is att attendant upon juſtify- 


Re ..t— —_R__ —_— 
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grace; and therefore the formall bypocrite, though I place 
him inthe higheſt perfection that 1s attaineable 1n the ſtate 


| 


By this holy.w | 
9/6 then his adverſaries; that 1s, then Sax4, and | 


ven. | | 

- \ Hence then you may ſee acleere difference.” The formall. 
hypogri {9 farre as naturall wit, goodneſſe of education, ci- 
«fs honet, FRENIN?” | 


and lead bam, may manage bis ations and afaire 
| with exaRneſſe and reguration, glorioully, 
on in the fight and 


EF 4 = 
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ie, morall difcrerion, politicke wiſedome can in- | 
withautex= | 
judgemenc of the world. Nay, be- | 
tion of ſome inferiqur and more |. 


Foo oe 


pr On  -—_ 


pirit, hee may ſer.upon themſuch. | 
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{ ling anto God.' Bur over and above all theſe, (which? 15 ne- 


A 


—_—— 


| 


_ 


brethren: 'There1sa farre cleerer and brighter eye ſhining 


our : Hee Laine hd proveſts his oltareneſle in 
the caſe bl [10h an openly | not with that hu- | © 

militic and ill 0 gion Hee pleaſerh and applau- | 

deth himſe 5 innotencie, for this particular, boyſte- 


[out nhwich "oy which peth Fr 
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an ourward  pliftering , that they may dazel the eyes of the 
beft diſcerning ſpirit, and deceive his owne heart with a falſe 
perſwation, that chey are the true ations of pietie, and plea- 


ver to bee found inthe unregenerate) there 4s in the under- | 
farlihy of the thifd of God, amore excelent and faperiour | 

, thar'inſpite$his' iRtons witha tish and more hea- 
vouly nature ; tht breathes into them the life of grace; that 
guides them with truth and fingleneſſe of heare, and linceri- 
tie in all circumſtances, to the glory and -acceptation of 
God, the, comfort '6f his owne conſcience, and good of his | 


in the ſoule of every regenerate man, inrefpect whereof, the | 
—_ ktsof all other 'knowledyge and wiſedome are E- 
knefſe; which doth ever Faithfull y deſcry and dif- 
Nec utts him the ſtraite though unbearen' path to immor- 
ealitre; thorow all 'the paſſhges or particulars 'of his life : Ir 
reveales unto him the Sr s and moſt conſcionable reſoluti- 
on in.all ſpiritual debatements ; the beſt and ficteſt ſeaſons 
of reproving ſinnes and Aer | ; foules nnto God;rman y ob-, 
liquries of ations, 1 _ of many Eircurnftances; the 
fi truſts of hisoWhe i&tions, difgraces, and infirmities, 
ich' the formall hypocrite'cannot poſſibly diſcerne, *be 
kr he is ſtarke blind on _ eye. 
Amongf infinite, I ve one inſtance of the gracious 
workipg 7 ;apil'p power Hi hong habit. * 
Th us 1tha nag evill repore or falfd ander to bee un- 
juſtly raiſe (and withont _ the formall hypo- 
crite,, though it ſeldome for commonly pro- 
ho men ate more counterdaced becter co jor Fong 
oken of by the greater) » And by ' ear meh, 'then they 
\ deſerve, Yer if raw our; ! this or the like is the behavi- 


eres breeds a 


more | 


—_—_— 
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more generall Pharifaicall felfe-conceit of the reft of has 
wayes : Heangrily conteſts with the 1n1quitie and ingrati. | 


tude of the world, for cafting ſuch baſe indignitres & aſper- | 
ſions upon goodnefle and vertue : Hee would gladly beate it | 


out bravely, and make others thinke that hee pafleth 1t withe | 
out wound or paſſion; but indeede hee inwardly chafes and | 
frets, and is much grieved and gauled with worldly ſorrow 
for it : the reaſon 1s, his reputation with men 1s dearer unto 
him then the glory of God ; his chiefeſt good and comfort 
in this world, 1s the worlds good opinion of him. But inall | 
this, hee 15 ſo farre from working any ſpirituall good our of | 
it, that he rather entertaines a fccret encouragement to bee 
that indeed which the world cenſures him to bee, then for a 
bare concealed conſcience of his innocencie, ro debarre him- 
ſelfe of a full fruition of the preſent times. 

- Butletus now on the other fide, conceive a Child of God 
to bee wickedly and wrongtully flandered:tor it is properly 
his lot and portion 1n this life , to be loaden with lewd and 
lying cenſures, with unjuſt and odious imputations; ſome- 
times to have many grievous things and fearefull abomina- 
tions fathered upon hum, without all ſenſe, honeftie, or pro= 
babiliticz which he never did, he never knew, Andifonceill 
reports ratled faltely upon the godly, be on wing they fie as 
{wift as the Eagles of the heavens. Devils are ſpeedy Dro- 
medaries tocarry ſuch newes : They preſently pafſe thorow 
Tavernes and Ale-bouſes, Citie and Country, Gathand 4/- 
calon; they runne farre and wade, as currant and authengicall, 
under the Broad-ſcale of good fellowſhip; never morets be | 
controlled and reverſt, untill the matter bee brought before 
that high andeverlafting Iudge. But marke, I pray you, the 
carriage of Gods Child 1n theſe caſes : he doth indeed fiveet- 
ly and comfortably enjoy the conſciouſnefle of his owne up- 
rightnefle;though his adverſaries bee never ſo potent or cun- 
ning to threape him downe, yet untill he die, as /obſpeakes, 
hee will not take away his innocencie from himſelte. When 
che ſharpe and empoyloned arrowes of butter malice and ca- 


lumniations came thickeſt upon hin even with haile-ſhor, 
—_ Bank _ ns 
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| his truly noble,and divinely reſolved foule is infinitely fatiſ- 


| fied with that in lob : Behold now, my witneſſe tm the heaven, 
| and my record 5s on bigh. Yet he doth labour co cleere himſclfe 
| {o farre, as the honour of God, the ſatisfaftion of the godly 
| and dangtr of juſt ſcandall require. 
{ But the gracious conſiderations and holy praftice, which 
| (in theſe afflictions of his good name) ſparituall prudence 
| principally miniſters and ſuggeſts unto him, are ſuch as 
' theſe: ; 
| Firſt,hee conſiders, that howſoever hee bee innocent from 
| the flander, yetthe finger of God is init, as it was indireCt- 
' ing the dogged malice of curfed Shimes, upon the royall per- 
| fon of David : and therefore he gathers, that the Lord would 
| thereby give him notice, that ſome other things in him are 
| amiſſe : that ſome ſecret corruption, by which his bleſſed 
| ſpirit 1s grieved, 15to be ſubdued and mortified, that ſome 
' grace is to be repaired; ſome of his wayes to bee amended : 
| perhaps his languiſhing zeale 18 to be revived and inflamed; 
| his heart, much duld with the contagious prophannefſe and 
| formalirie of the times, is to be quickned, and more enlarged 
| for Gods ſervice; repentance and humiliation for ſome tfor- 
| mer ſinne, not thorowly repented of,or in part reſumed,is to 
| be renewed. Perhaps the Lord hath thereby an holy purpoſe 
to reveale unto him, the omiſſion of ſome duties 1n- his- cal- 
ling, or ſome ſmaller faults (yet fcandalous) whereof before 
he was not ſenſible. Or 1t may bee, to prevent ſome tinne to 
| come, either that with which he 1s falſely charged ; or {Tme 
other to which his fraile nature 1s more 1nclining. Or laftly, 
by this experience to prepare him with courage, and furniſh 
bum with wiſedome to comfort others 1n the like caſe; or to 
glorifie his name by patience, inſome more publike and no- 
torrous diſgrace and vexation'to bee 1ndured in this kinde. 
Hereupon the Child of God doth preſently make a privie 
| ſearch 1nto his ſoule, doth narrowly lift the tate of his con- 
ſcience ; and after due and impartiall examination, feelingl 
| and faithfully addrefle himſclfe to prayer, practice of. cheſs 
{ conſiderations, and reformation of what he finds amiffe. 


— 
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4 Secondly, 
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Secondly , this outward crofſe upon his good name by 
falſe ſfurmiſes and ſuſpicions, makes htm rexire into himſelf, 
and more fruitfully and cheerefully to enjoy all his inward 
comforts, his hope and delight in heavenly things, the afſlus | 
rance that his name is written in the Booke of lite; whichno | 
malice of men, or police of hell 1s ever able to blot out. Is, 
makes him with more fervent and greedy attention to liſten | 
for the trumpet of that laſt and tearcful day;more longingly, ! 
and with fixed eies, to waite for the Lord Jeſus inthe clouds ; | 
who, as he will puniſh all prophane Oppoſites to holinefle | 
with everlaſting perdition trom the preſence of the Lord,and | 
from the glory ot his power: ſo undoubtedly, with the bright | 
neſle of his comming,he will then at the furtheſt, before men 
and Angels,bring forth his righteouſneſſe as the light, and | 
| his judgement as the noone day. | 

Thirdly, by the mercies of God, for any ſuch wretched | 
and lying ſlander, bee is not fo caft downe with worldly for- : 
| row, hee dothnot ſo farre gratrhie Satan and malicious men, ' 
as to joyne hands with them for the affliting of his owne 
ſoule, with needlefſe-diſcomforts, or diſcouraging himſelte | 
in his calling : but rather hee raiſeth matter of comfort, en- 
couragement, and rejoycing. For thereby hee is made more | 
like and conformable to his Head Chriſt leſus; ho endured 
the croſſe, and ſuch ſpeaking againſt of ſinners , and deſpiſed the | 
frame for the joy that was [et before him. He hath thereby more | 
waight and degrees added to his blefſednefle; more maſſi- : 
neſſe and brightneſſe to his Crowne of immortalitie : Bleſſed | 
| are yee (faith Chriſt) when men revile you ana [ay all manner of | 
evill againſt you for my ſake falſely; rejoyce and be glad, for great | 
| #5 your reward in heaven. Andtherefore 1n deſpight of malice 
and falſhood, lie runs 6n joyfully in his race : and having the 
atteſtation of a cleere conſcience, the aoclamations of Saints 
and Angels, hee little cares for the barking of dogs by the | 
| way ; but followes hard towards the marke, for the price of | 
| the hugh calling of God 1n Chriſt Teſus. 

Suchascheſe, arethe thoughts and behaviour , ſpirituall | 
wiſedome acquaints the Child of God with; which good | 
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| name is wronged, & wounded with flanders & falſe reports. 
; | I conclude the whole point : The knowledge and practi- 
| call wiſedome abour heavenly matters inthe tormall hypo- 
| crite, aredull,cold,plodding,tormall, ſerviceable, and fubor- 
; dinate to his worldly happineſſe. His knowledge 1s ipmox wc 
| 2niourr, 4 forme of knowleage, Rom.2.20, His practice 15 #7095 
| vortiias, a forme of godlineſſe, 2 Tim. 3.5. All is forme and out- 
| wardnefſe:they are not deeply and {oundly rooted in hum by 
| fanctifying grace : not inwardly, inſpired with ſupernatural 
and fpirituall life. Be divine knowledge in the Child of | 
God, 15:called the Spirit of Revelation, Epheſc 1.17. his pra- 
 Eticall wiſedome is ſpirituall, (lof. t. 9. that 1s, quicke, 
active, fervent, zealous, ſtirring; not into irregularities and 
exorbitancies, as worldly wiledome many times miſcon- 
ſtrues,but againſt the corruptions of the times;and working 
| out of all attions,occaſions,and occurrents(even out of miſe- 
ries, {landers, and infirmities) ſome glory unto God, ſome | . 
good unto his.children, ſome comfort unts his owne ſoule. 
II. I now proceede to tell you, that the W ord of God is not 
| rooted 1n the conkcience of the formall hypocrite ; which 1s | 
the hearer reſembled unto the ſtony —_ 
The whole aud entire worke ot conſcience, 'as you well | 
| know, out of the Schooles, conlifteth 1n a practicall Syllo- | 
| giſme : The propoſition arifeth out of the ew7i»»0x, an habit | 
of pradticall principles, and geuerall fountaines of our a&ti- | 
| | ons: The afſumption is properly ewirmre conſcientia, an aftu- 
| | all application of our knowledge to this or that particular | 
| aCt or obje&t. W hence followes, the immediate and neceſla- 
| rie iflue and office of. conſcience ; to teſtifie, in reſpeRt of 
things ſimply done or not done : In reſpe&t of things to 
bee done, cirher to excite Or encourage , or to reſtraine | - 
| and bridle: Inreſpe& of things done well, or wickedly, to 
excuſe and comfort, or accuſe and: terrific. For example : 
The owrizz, which is, as it were, a treaſurie of rules and 
 leflons for dire&tioninour ations,propoleth the iniquitic of 
| 2.1ye even out of uature, eAriſtotle condemnes it, Erh.4.7. 
xat* a7) 037) & Yyodds, neuter acl, yaxrir, a yes is. ftarke naught | 
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& and diſcommendable. The ſounder Schoolemen Jemlleace 
every lye (though it be officious, and for a greater good) to 
be againſt nature, and indiſpenſable. Natures pu 
rated, and her law GE A 6 {peech and ah 
ſhee intends to bee ever the true meſlengers, of the 1conceats. 
and apprehenſions of the minde, are abuſed to falchoodaud 
equivocation.But chis pratticall pruxciple of not lyzng,how- 
ſoeyer it be cleere 1n nature, yet kt recerves further1 
from the Booke of God. Theretore the propoliuon may bee 
thus framed : 

Every lyar ſhall be baniſhed from the holy Maungaine of 
the Lord,/at 15. and ſhaltbebarred our of the new. Icruſa- 
lem for ever more, Reve/l.22.15. 

The conſcience of rhe lyer doth aſſume andtell him: TER 
L have thus and bus lied Fa advantage, and. greater, good ;. 
Thea tt followes : 

. Therefore Lmuſt be baniſhed from the holy Mountaine BY 
the Lord,and barred out of the new Jeruſalem for eVETmRore : 
| | Acondlufioy of condemnation and terrpur : ,. F 

Such1s the arguingot conſcjence for things paſt, Burchus 
it worketh about things tobe done: _ 

Let us imagine a man to deliberate with himſelke, whe- 
ther he ſhauid.be Non-refident ar ng. His habit of pra icall 
principles, (ifhee will deale faithfully with his owne 
| eſpeciallyby. ebx.helpe of zhe honcer Colanſty may ; yeeld 
| lum matter enough outof nature againit Nou-rctidencie, 2s 


| might eakly appeareifthe. point 
| cale1scleere, Exzech,z 3. be ay lustrcme irate yl 
Onan po muſt anſover for the: bloul of wake 
| ſoules, which by his uncouſconable and unwa ) = 


ence in his charge, have periſhed int 
RR ono eng dgement, | 


were incident. *Bur ſich the | 


| ſence, & neglig 
ſoule ſhall. not appeare belo Sa 
| on, red withrhebloud fine foule, for which hp pre 


ous bloud was ſhed : 


, Therefore I. will 20x be dow eeſoovar: Loufeungsre- 
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ftraint from Non-refidencie, that bloudy gangrene, that 
' (with remorſeleſſe greedineſſe)) cates and deyours the pre- 
| ctous ſoules of men. Oy £ 9] 
| "This ſhort explication of the'natnre' of- conſcience thus 
P fed, you 'tmay eafily conceve with mee thus much z 
that: KCTLY | | 
| Accordingly as the pradticall underftanding of a man is 
 farniſhed withprinciples and rules tor guiding his actions, 
; accbrditig to thenature of them, and-loveraignrie they hold 
| inthe conſcience, ſuch and thereafter commonly 1s his life 
a pee la oe Rletice Gnack againkt of 
| - Texcept the grofic erite; for hee finneth againſt the 
Pikes ar his nevi. light of his couſcience: there- 
| fore the ſound of feare is already! inthis cares; and in his | 
| profſperitie the deſtroyer ſhall 'come-upon him. Hee belee- 
veth not to returne out of darkenefle, for hee ſeeth the ſword 
| before him. Affliction and anguiſh ſhall make him afraide : 
They ſhall prevaile againſt him,as a king ready to the bartel. 
God ſhall run npon him;even upon hisnecke and again(t 
the moſt thicke part vfhisſhield :-becauſe hee hath'coyered 
| his face with falſehood, and inwrapped himſelfe urs cloud 
of hypocrite. 
| The point then mult bee exemplified 1n-other ſorts of 


men. - - | 
reaſon of his delightfyll 


- Firſt, the notorious ſintier (4 | 
conyerling with the wicked, and cuſtome in the workes of 
darkenefſe)doth obſcure; ſmother; and in ſome meaſure ex- 

Jon ne in his conſcience, not onely the light of ſupernatu- 
1 rall truth, but af nature too ; Therefore hee runnes headlong 
{without reftraint or btidle)intoYeſperare villanies and out- 
ragious rebellions, Hee drawes1n finne with cart-ropes, and 
| worketh all manner of uncleanneſſe 'with' greedinefſe.: Hee 
| 3s bound with his'ſinnes, and covered with wiquities, as afield is 
| hedged in with buſhes and the path thereof eovered with thorner, 

_— man may travell,' It ut ſhut wy;and is appointed to bee 
roere e. SNL Pl 
| nd, the Papiſt hee entertaines and treaſures up bY 
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his praticall principles, the bloudy DiRtates of the Pope of 
Rome, that man of finne, and Vicegerent of Satan; which are 
| ſo farre from receiving ſtrength or warrant, either from na- 
ture, or divine truth,that they hold ſtrong contradiction and 


eternall oppo! 
enlarged like T opher. For it can without {cruple or remorſe, 
| nay, with hope of heaven; and a brighter Crowne of glory, 
digeſt even the ſacred bloud of Kings, and ſwallow downe 
with eaſe the ruines and defolations of whole Kingdomes, 


prodigious crueltie, as in that horrible maflacre at Pars. He 
can be diſpenſcd with, and diſcharged from oarhes, and truth 
of ſpeech, the neceflarie and ſoveraigne inftruments of all 
juſtice and ſocieriE among men. He may expect canoniza- 
tion for blowing up ot Parliaments, and tearing in peeces 


newes of the worthieſt State under heaven:and after faile to- 


thorow a ſea of innocent bloud, without any check or coun- 
| terblaft ef conſcience. FEES 
Thicdly,the civill honeſt man hath his * conſcience infor- 
med with rules of naturall honeſtie, and generall notions of 
right and wrongh, and therewith contents himfelfe. And 


tions, juſt and upright dealing towards men; to that hee is 
well ſpoken of, and reputed by the world a good neighbour, 
a ſober wiſe man, of harmelefle behaviour, no medler; a 
peaceable man : and theſc are excellent, it not ſevered, bur 
| ſerviceable to true pietie and faving knowledge. Peaceis a 
precious thing, 1f1t may bee purchaſed and pofi:ſt withour 
impeach and prejudice to holinefle and, a good conſcience. 
Follow peace with ail men, and holineſſe, without which no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord. Peace and holinefle mutt goe together : If 
otherwiſe, 1tisan holy peace to bee at warre withthe cor- 
ruptions of the time : and to be at 
againſt God and his owne ioule. But the meerely civill ho- 
neſt man, by his praCticall- principles, 1s led no farther, bur 
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ition te both : and therefore his conſcience is 


He canmeritoriouſly butcher his brother in the ſtreets with | 


the royall limbes of the Lords Annointed, and the ſtrong fi- | 


wards the Popiſh Paradiſe, which 1s indecde the pit of hell, | 


therefore he frames himſelte with ſober carriage, faire condis | 


with fin, 4s to warre 


It3 


| 


| 


1 


3 

* Forl 

may take 

| conſcience | 
| birzof pra 
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ciples, as 
doth Ori- 
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| Damaſcen, 
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to the executions of moralt honeftic;as for unſtruction 11 hea- 
venly myſteries and divine knowledge, hee doth not much 
meddle with; care forgor ſeeke after; bur onely for company 
-.  Fourthly, the formall hypocrite, belidesthe direction of 

naturall hght in his contcience, doth interefle and acquaint 
himſelf with-praticall principles out of ſupernatural! truths 
and the W ord of God, for the performance of religious du- 
ties and ſervices ; but he puts them 1n practice with reſerva- 
tion, with 1s owne exceptions and limitations : Hee 1s only 
fo farre guided by them in has life and converſation, as they 
are compatible with his worldly happinefle : And therefore 
in the time of perſecution, as it 2s in tae Parable, hee fallerh | 
| aWay. m_ perſecution you muſt underſtand , not onely 

the = triall and firiving unto bloud ;/but alſo 1nferiour, 
and not ſo ſmarting afflictions and rentations; as it 1s cleere, 
if wee compare the three Evangeliſts 1n their narration of 
the Parable. It is many times, diſgraces, and contumelies 
for his profefſion, diſpleaſure and diſcountenance of great 


of friends, the favour of the world, or the like, that makes 
him {linke and yeeld, and deſperately to cait himſelfe into 
the current of the times, there to {\wimme with others for a | 
while,with full ſaile of outward proſperitiezuntill he drown 
hamſelfe in perdition, and finke faddenly mrto the gulfe of 
endlefle woe and miſerie, Hence it is that CWatthew 1 3,27. 
| hee 1s called npwxzrpx, a Temporizer : Hee 1s not thorow, 


_ 


| God 1s pur(as it were) inthe one ſcale of the ballance,and his 


— | @wne contentment in the other ; hee ſutters ſome worldly. | 
atification or fatisfation of ſome | 


profit or pleaſure , the 


eat man. the purchaſe of ſome Fellowſhip, Benefice, or 
| £5 954" dignitie;(for ſometimes it prooves perhaps as deare 
| as a purchaſe) the greedy defire and parfait of ſome unde-. 
| lerved office or honour; the enjoyment of prophane com-. 
pany, or coherence wath worldly wiſe men; the pleaſure of 


Ones, the hazarding of ſome profit and preferment, the lofle | 


| Gund; reſolute, and true-hearted for godlineſſe, good cau- | 
ſes, and good men. For many times, when the honour of | 


N 


| 


_ _—— 


E4 &; "OR . l ſome | 


we Diſcourſe of rrae happineſſe. Is 


OS wy CO cr CO —s 


ſome ſecret and ſweete finne, or fuch like; I lay, hee ſuffers 
theſe to weigh downe the exceeding waight of heavenly 
blifle, the unvaluable treafure of a good conſcience, and the 
| infinite glorie of God. W hich 1s ttrangely miſerable; fith | 
all the world, wiſed er, excellencie, and whatſoever 
other happines of man, all the higheſt and greateſt-treaſures 
and glory under the Sunne, without the teare and favour of 
God, if they were put in the waighes with vanitie , vanitie | 
would watgh them all downe.. So thought David, Pal. 62. 
The children of men are wanitie, the chiefe men are lies: tolay | 
them upon a ballance, they are altogether lighter then vamtie it 
ſelfe. 
aſt y,the Child of God, beſides the better and more ſpe- 
ciall apprehenfions of note, ſtores his conſcience, his treas- | 
ſurie of praQticall principles, with many facred andfaving 
leflens and rules out of heavenly truch and Gods holy 
W ord; but fo,that in his praftice of them,he ſtands hnotupon 
| termes of pleaſure, profit, or preterments; but doth wholly | 
| and onions refigne up hamlelfe 1n obedience and humulitie, | 
tobe guided and governed by them, without reſtriction or 
| evaſion in his thoughts, affections, and actions, thorow the 
whole courſe of his life. Therefore Zzke 8.15. the hearer 
compared unto the good ground, f which 1s the Child of God, 
' to whom inall my Diſcourſe I oppoſe the ſtory pabnmich 
I call the formall hypocrite) is faid to be of an honeſt and good 
| heart : that is, downe-right for godlinefic and good men, | 
| without hollowneſle, fauntheartednefi, or flinking. Hee 
makes Chrittiagitie as i were hits trade, he {weats and toiles 
in it, as the end for which he was created, and placed 1n this 
world: And as he receives the Word of God into his honeſt. 
and good heart ; ſo there he treaſures it up, and keeps it faith- 
tully. The word in the original is =#zm: He keeps xt,though 
x be with much difficutrie, ftruggling and co 10N W1th ; 
his ovene corruptions, the t-ntations of Satan, and vanities 
| ofthe world ; who cunningly conſpire and labour joyntiy 
to plucke it up, and wreſt it from him : aud hee brings foorth 
frune with patience. He yeelds no ground, though he meere a ' 


| 
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Lyon | | 


wala | 
1he unely | 
men thot | 
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Lyon in the way, or a Tyrant inthe face. In the day of triall 
and encountring with dangers and ungodly oppolitions, hee 
{hrinkes not; bur ſtands fait, and ſufters h1m1elte rather tobe 
overtiowne, then to be carried downe the ftreame of the tin- 
fall faſhions and wicked wates of the world. Hee knowes 
full well, howſoever he goes now on. his way weeping, yet 
heecarries precious ſecede; and therefore the time will come 
ſhorrly, that hee ſhall doubtlefſe come againe with joy, and 
brings his ſheaves with him. Crofles, diſgraces,and tribula- 
tions, may beget in the tormall hypocrite, fainting and de- 
fe&tion : but 117 Gods Child they bring forth patience, expe- 
rience, hope, and reſolution. Eyer whenhe enters conſulta- 
tion with himſe]fe, whether God muſt be obeyed and glori- 
fied, or man pleaſed and fatished; hee 1s quickly reſolved cut 
of that in 7/a.5 1.12. 7, even T, am he, that comfort you. Who 
art thou, that thou ſhouldeſt feare a mortall man, and the ſonne of 
man, which ſhall be made as grafſe : e-Tnd forgetteſt the Lord 


| 


| thy maker, that hath ſpread out the heavens, and laid the founda- | 


tions of the earth ? He conliders the heavie judgement deter- 
mined, & reſerved for all fearful men, all ſpiritual cowards, 
and faint-hearted 1n the Chriſtian wartare; who more feare 
men then God, and for their favour aud countenance, part 
with the protection of the Almightie, and the comforts of a 
good conſcience : They ſhall bee puniſhed with wnbeleevers, 


with the abominable , with murtherers and whoremongers, with 


idolaters andlyers, in the Lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
ſtone which us the ſecond death, Revel.21.8. 

You may now cleerely conceive the point I have in hand ; 
how the W ord of God 1s not roeted in the conſcience of the 
tormall hypocrite. The ordinary intelligencers to his con- 
{ctence, are examples,cuftome, opinton, worldly wiſedome, 
common prejudice againſt a ſtrict courſe of fanttification; 
precedencie and nay. of greater men, for true. goodnefle, 
many times overprized, and miſ-valued by the worlds flat- 
tering cenſure z the common naturall notions of right and 
wrong. But it upon ſome extraordinarie good motion, by 
guidance of divine rules, hee ſometimes croſle the current ws 
tlre 
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| himſelte with hope of heaven which 1s a ſtrong bar to keep | 


| diſcountenance of Greatneſfle , unlikelthood of rifting and 


| way like the morning dew. For the tormall hypocriteever 
when he feeles diſturbance in his preſent ſecuritie, inte 


| ding to the times, to be but an ordinarie and pardohable in- | 


| litie, uprightneſle of heart, a tree entire ſubmiſſion and obe- 
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the times, enter a profeſſion of finceritie, and ſome corre- | 
ſpondence with Gods Children, it1s bur for a ſpirt, an eflay, 
like a morning cloud, and as the morning dew. For as ſoone 
as his feryour1n religious affaires, and turtherance of good | 
things doth once by the furie of hell, crueltie of prophane 
men, malice of the world, enkindle and itirre up againit him 
(I fay, not only a fierietriall, but even ſome ſmarting heat of 
lefler perfecution, fome railing and {landeroustongue, which 
ſcorches like coales of Inniper) a diſconceit and dereliion 
in his friends and old acquaintance, diſgrace with the world, 


—_—U( 


preferment; if it once raiſe againtt him ftormes of jealoulies, 
envies, and moleſtations;why,then he 1s gone, he (hinkes and 
ſtarts aſide like a broken bow. All his former good motions, | 
purpoſes, and endeavours, melt as the winter ice, and goe a- 


tion of his former contentments, hazard of his temporall tc 
licitie, hee begins ſtrongly to ſuſpect himſelfe of roo much 
forwardnefle, of unfeaſonable and prepoſterous zeale, of di- 
| ſtemper,and1n diſcretion in matters of —_— and there- 

fore gives backe, and talles away 1uto his former plodding 
courle of formalitie z and that perhaps without any checke | 
* of conſcience : But if any ſcruples and reluCtation arife in 


| his heart; out of worldly wiſedome, he interprets this yeel- | 


firmitie,and therefore notwithſtanding flatters and decerves. 


him our of the ſtate of grace, and acquaintance with the glo- 
-r1qQus comforts of ſound and ſaving finceritie. 

But the facred light of Gods holy truth, is habituated and 
incorporated into the conſcience of Gods Child zand 1s the 
onely and conſtant rule and ſquare,by which, with all humi- 


dienceunto'it,he frames all his thoughts, afte&tions;and aﬀ1- 
ons. And inthis light, hee walkes with a ſetled conftancie 
and grounded reſolution, through povertie and oppreſſion, 


l 
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contumelies and contempt, flanders and indignities, good 
| report or i! report. For he hath his eye ſtill faftened upon e- 
| teraitic;he hath the Crowne of glorie already in f1ght;the 1n- | 
| ettimable precioulneſle andeverlalting beauty whereof, ra- 
| v1ſheth and paſſeſſeth his truly free and great heart , with 
ſuch a longing and fervencie, thawhee 1s at a point wath all | - 
that is under the Sunne;zthat he doth not onely cortemne,pa- 
tiently endure, and vanquiſh all aſperitics anddificutties.; 
but even withrezopcingentertaine and embrace{utthe tyran- 
ny of the times to require) the utmaſt, that malice and cruel. 
tie can inflict upon hum, There ts no other confideration or 
| creature, either 1n heaven orearth, can ſeparate him from the 
love of God in Chrilt Jeſus, 'or from lus glorious {crvice in 
all good conſcience. = 
And as the W ord of God 1splanted and rooted inthe con- 
ſcience of Gods Child,for his diretionand conttancie in the | 
wayes of godlineſle:{o isitalſorhere faftened for bis forbea- 
rance of tnnes,by theſethree properties; which are not to be | 
found inthe formall hypocrite : | Z 
Remorſefor finnes paſt, by which he 1s faved fromrelap- 
{es and backeſhdings. F* 1} tht 931-4; 
A pr<ſert ſenſhibleneſle of all manner of (ins, whereby his 
preſent integritie and uablameablenes, 1s happily preſerved. 
An habxtuall tendernefleby which he ts armed and tenced | 
againſt the corruption of the time, uncoulaonable courles, | 
and commiſſion of finnes to-come. -- | 
In remorſe for fins paſt, I comprize:a more full knowledge, 
and uniyer{all revelation of his finnes, -by the hight of Gods 
W ord,and power of his Spirit;and that both tn extemtion and 
| itenſion, borch in numberand grixvouſneſt : aſfenſe and fee- 
[ling ot them 1n their true waight, as they are able to finke 
| him downe unto the bottome of hell. Much ſorrow and an- | 
| guiſh, for the ſtaine and guiltinefſe they have lefe behind 
chem ; and for that they provoke to juſt wrath, ſo loving and 
| gracious a God, And laſtly, aloathing of them, ſo that hee 
never caſts his eyes backe-upon them, -but with an addition 
ot a new and particular deteftation. He never centers medi- 
tation 
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tation of the foule and heinous paflages of his former life, 
bat with ſhame and horrour.. Every folemne review of his 
time of darknefſe and unregeneration, makes the wound of 
his remorſe to bleede afreſhy! 7 | : 

By ſenfibleneſſe, I underſtand aquick and preſent appre- 
henfion and feeling of every fin;whether it be publike or pri- 
vate, open or ſecret, in our ſelves or others, as well1n oar 
thoughts and aftections,as in our words and aCtions z in our 
generall or particular call:ing,more grofle and:infamous,.or 
{ps and ſtumblings, ſcandals, and appearances: of evill. - 

Habituall tenderneſle,is a gractous temper & diſpoſition of 
the conſcience, wherby 1t 15 apt to be gauledand fmartatthe 
firſt enterview with the 1m1quities of the time, and ar every 
occurrence of corruptions andall vnconſcianable attempts. 

Theſe properties of tendernefle, aptnefle to fmart,cafmefle 
to bleed at the apprehenfionand approach obfin; are peculiar 
to a conſcience 1l1ghtned, fanEtified, and purged by the bloud 


of Chrift; never incident to the beſt naturall conſgence, or | 
tons of civil | 


furnifhed with the choiſeſt notions and 
honeſty and formalitie:tor.theſe are never ſa ſtrait laced; bue 
can let downe, atthe leaft, without diftaſteor check, com» 
mon fins, lefker evils, the gainefull and honourable errours, | 
and obl1quities gf the time. 

Hence it is, that all prophane and unregenerate men,want- - 
ing the curbe ofa ſober and {aritified conkcience, have ec» 
ver infinite advantage, for getting the;ſ{tact. and preceden= 
cie, in compaſhng tiie comforts, glory: and: preferments of 
the world. For they, when the. atchievement:of: any honour, 
happinefſe,or high place 1s on foat, adviſe preſeutly. with the 
ordinane tnformers, and counſelors of their cantcrence, cu- | 
ſome, example, multitude, worldly wiſedame;the {way of 
the times, and ſuch like:: but with the Word of. God and 
godly Chriſtians, onely fo farre as they:doe-not crofle:their 
ende, and. contradict thoſe plots and contrivances ,. which 
they. have laid for their. advancement 1ata .high raomes, 


And thus they may pafſe with reaſonable quietnefſe, without | 


grudging or grieving of a contcience fo guided thorow a 
i thouſand 
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thouſand corruptions and indireQtions, baſcneſle, flatteries; 
| infull engagements, unwarrantable courſes. Any of which, 
{ if it ſhould merte with a conſcience once ſoundly trighted 
with horrour of former linnes, ſoftned and ſanttified by the 

bloud of the Lambe , would not onely rubbe oft the skinne 
and gaulc it; but make it bleed rodeath. But worldly men 
| | are ata point, they muſt and will enjoy the world; tor heere 
they have their portion and heaven. They eftceme 1t their 
greateſt happineſſe tobe admired and, adored above others : 
| and therefore/yenture upon whatſoever unlawfull and 1ndi- 
re& procytements,/ which-may bring them to high places; 
rather then they will. be defeated and diſappointed 1n the | 
purſuit of worldly happineſle, they will cthorow, whether it | 
be thicke-or. thin, right or wrong, force or traud, ttaine of re- 
putation,erwound of conſcience, Simony or fattery,friend 
or foc,a{l 1s one< thoughyznthe meane time they ſtrike their 
owne. poore ſoules thorow: with many ſforrowes; though 
when - are moſt glorious in their owne conceir; and 1n 
the exeotche world ;1nthe juſt cenſure of God, Angels, and 
found Chriftians they bee molt vile and contemprible z and 
indeed inthis ſeeming ſun-ſhine of worldly profpericy,they 
treaſure upuntothemſelves ſtrange feares and aſtoniſhments 
ſnares, fire and brumſtone and ftormy tempeſts againſt their 
latterendG! $1 riops 1% 

-- It otherwiſe with Gods child in ſuch affaires: Hee till 
takes-counſell and dicetiion atthe Oracle of God; with { vy- 
nelins refolution, totheare or forbeare whatſoever is there 
commanded or forbidden; and fo tollowes the comtorts of 
this world, onely fo tarre as1t will give him leave, warraar, 
'1| and aſſiftance,- Bucifhebetoienter any, corrupt. courſe, or 
paſle thorow any unjuſtifiable meanes, for the attainement 
of his purpoſe and preferment; there preſently comes 1nto 
{ his mind ſuch conſiderations as theſe : Hee conceives with 
himſelfe, that the paſſage into.any. place of office or honour 
(by:corruption) is ever attended with the curſe of God and 
{o notrue comfort to be expetted in the enjoy ment and exe- 
cution : That the reftlefle humour, and proud ſpirit of ambi- 
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tion, ever [aunts and poſſeſſes men of leaſt worth, and worſt 
conſcience : That he which truly feares God, never defires 
height of place for the glory or gaine; but onely witha fo- 
ber indifference, thither inclines and carries his- afteEtions | 
and lwpes : and that with trembling at the waightinefle of 
-] the charge, where it pleaſcrth divine providence by honeſt 
and lawtfuil meanes to plantor tranſplant him, for the im- 
ploymeat of his talent ; and where hee may moſt glorifie 
God, benefit the Church, and keepe a good conſcience. Hee ; 
thinkes upon the vanitie and miſcrie of all things wee enjoy 
inthis world; of that ſtrict and great account hee muſt very 
ſhortly make unto the Lord, and Iudge of all the world; of ; 
the length of that eternitie, through all which 1s unavorda- 
bly to bee endured an everlaſting eftate,either 1n the joyes of 
heaven, or paines of hell. Our of ſuch thoughts as theſe 
ſprings his truly noble and Chriſtian refoluttion; that he had 
rather want preferment while the world ſtands, and end his 
dayesin aretyred and innocent obſcuriie ;z:then by caſting | 
himſelfe into the common faſhions and corruptions of the 
world, forfeit the fruite and comfort of his former integritie, 
wound his conſcience, and ſerve the-times : That hee 1s farre 
{ more willing to endure any affliction or diſgrace with Gods | 
children, then to-enjoy the pleaſures of fin, and glory ofthe $:-: | 
world for a ſeaſon. 
' Inow come in the thirdplace , to tell you that the Word | TIT | 
of God, is not rooted 1n the thoughts of rhe-formall hypo- | , 
crite; which is the hearer reſembled untorthe Rony ground : | 
and thence riſeth a very notable andnoſt ſpeciall difference | | 
| berwixt him andthe child of God cruely poſlzt of the glort- | 
ous ſtate of Grace. 
And I beſcech you marke me in this point.” Forthe 
thoughts ofa man doe farre more cleerely, and impartially 
diſtinguiſh the power of fanRification from the ſtate of 
formalitie,then words,a&ions, and all outwardneſle of car- 
rage. For itheſe (many times) is much cunning and en- 
forcement, artificiall and fained behaviours ; counterfeit and 
tormall conveyanees diſguiſcments, and hypocrifies, They 
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[ are lyable tothe lawes of men, open, and oby1aps to the eye 


and judgement of all; and therefore teare of puniſhment, re- 
proach, and baſe reputation; ſhame, and ſp-ech.of the world; 


ſtraine them, and takeepe them within good compaſic and 
moderation. So that a mans words and actions may be tare, 
10genuous, and honourable z whoſe thoughts arc baſe, pro- 
phane and abominable. But thoughts are the free, uimmedi- 
ate and inviſible product,ongof the heart, never taken with- 
in the walke of humane juitice; by cheir naturall ſecrecic ex- 


State. Their aberrations are only cenf{urable by the ſearcher 
| of all hearts; nocte pries 1nto theſe ſecrets, buc that which 
| ; | : : 
| fore mill10ns of thoughts, many thouſand formes of 1magi- 
| nation f{pring.continually out ofthe hearts of men; which 
without feare or maske, without reſtraint or reſervation, doe 


diſpoſition of the heart: So that trom them we may be ever 
ſure to take infallible notice, whether the heart as yer onely 
worke naturally,in framing them 1n1ts owne (intull mould, 
and feeding them with conſent and delight : or elfe bee 
raught and guided by a ſupernaturall power, to compolc 
| them according to the light of Gods W ord, and holy moti- 
ons of hus ſanctifying Sparit. | 
Let us then canker, what deepe roote the Word of God 
doth take, and what ſpeciall foveraigntie 1t doth exerciſe in 
the thoughts of a ſanCtified man; whereby he 1s clecrely dit- 
| terenced fromall ſtates of unregeneration ;eventhat of for- 
| mall hypocrilie, which I place 1n a degree above civill hone- 
' ſtie,and 1n the higheſt pertection attainable by an unregene- 
rate man. Wee will then for our preſent purpoſe conceive 
theſe difterences betwixtche child of God, and the formall 
hypocrite in this point of thoughts. 
Firit,in reſpec of their nature,torms, & maner of working. 
Streames 


Wn 


— 


hope of reward and riſing ; dehre of maintaining a good o- | 
pinion for honeſtie and religion; of holding tome gainefull | 
coherence with Gods children; are of great power to re- | 


| emprted from mans molt privie ſearch, and all 2xecutions of 


| 15 tenne thouſand times brighter then the Suune ; And there- | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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| 
undiflemblingly reſemble and repreſent the true, ſtate-and | 


| 
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Streames doe reſemble and exprefle the nature. and pro». | [ 
tic of thoſe fountaines whence they ſpring : fo ofdinari« | 
y,thoughts and imaginations follow the temper and couſti- 
tution of che heart, wherein they are moulded. mt lay,or- | 
dinarily : for as wee. doe: not paſle  onr zudgements of the / 
| depth of a river, or qualitic of the-water, when by/ſuddennes 
of 1nundation, or incurfon of neighbour brooks,it 1s growne 
ie for a while ;1o neither / 
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into a torrent, and become mu 
are wee tocenſure or rake meature of our thoughts, by ſome | 
| uncouth motions,and extraordinary ſturings we ſometimes | 
feele in them; but according to the ordinary current, and ge- 
nerall ſway, they commonly hold and exercite in our hearts, 
For ſometime, even the unregenerate may have good purpo-< [ 
ſes and inclinations towards: finceritie,; earnett, longings: | 
for the happiuefle of the Saints, and phe ay ay ts ; 
latter end; ſome flaſhes of comfort and per walion, though, 
from falſe grounds, that the fſpirituall tate of their ſoule 15 
fafe and ſound;but ſuch choughtsas theſe in ſuchmen, ſpend. | | 
their life in their birth; as they ariſe, ſo they glide and paſle;|: | | . 
away withoutall fruit, cruecamfort, or profit to their awine: | 
ſoules.On the other fide;the-calmeneſle and ferenitie of fans | 
Qified thoughts in a good Chriſtian, may ſametimes be foul- | 
ly difquieted and interrupted zeither by ſome ſudden erup- 
tian of the relikes of our owne finful nature,by viokeatinya-« | 
lion of fome enticing object fromabroad, or by the /\mahicts | 
ous, and immediate 1njections, of Satan; * Bur: becatfe; ſuch * 
choughts as theſe oppole againtt the generall and {etled pur-| 
poſe of Gods childghe well knowes out of his ſpiritual wiſe: | 
dame and holy experictce, how to repell:and bridle them ; | 
how torepent af them; (aud prayagainii;cthemphow: to'bee 
humbled, and berteredby tiem,m ſerringa Rronger guard, 
and more narrow watch over his heart for afterward,leſ hee 
be unawares ſurprized the ſecond time, |; <: & 
"Sith cherefore the:heart of a+ notorious {inner 1s _— 
it{clfegtorbefides:naturall obduration, it1s yat further, 
mare tearetully harderiedby a delperate exymguiſhment of 
chole lefler ſparkes of a generall to.civitlhoneſty; 
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by a long cuſtome-1h a'diflolute courſe, by the contagious 
' companſ”of lewd' and graceleſſe companions, by the carſe 
: of God upon his wilfull continuance 1n finne;theretore I ſay, 
; ns thoughtsare all continually, and reſolved! y ſinne, and 
' that itt a highland horribledegree :- Wickedneſk hath fo ens /| 
| woven it ſelfe-into his heart , that within he 1s very corrup- 
| tion. And whereas amongRall other omforts of life, ſleepe 
doth moſt ſweetely feede and refreſh natureyet the humour 
' of finne'is farre-more naturall- unto him, and more domi- 
| nant ih bis aFeCtions, they defire of fleepe. For he cannot ſleeps 
| exvcept heath done evill : and his fleepe departeth, except hee 
| canſe ſore to'fall. He imagineth miſchi:fe upon his bed, Plame 
| '26:4. Wheri he 1s compaſed with the teares. and-darkenefle 
| ofrhenight, an image and repreſentation of his grave, and 
| of the horrour of thar great Day ;'when his minde 1s retired 
| from worldly aftaires, the noiſe and tumulr of men; when it 
1s moſt'attive,powerfull,/& fitted for divine contemplation : 
_ | eventhenare his thoughts as blacke as hell, and deepeſt in 
| the vworkes ofdarkenefle; then 15 hee plotting and contrivin 
milchiefe how to'compaſſe' his pleaſures, and aicomplith 
| the luſts of his heart,” where'to' crowne limfeife with freſh 
 Roſe-buds; by what. meanes to ſet forwrad the trade of 
| drunkennefſe, and to enlarge the number of Satans revellers 
that-with more contentment and company hee may leave 
| ſome tolcens of his pleaſures,and ſwaggering in every place: 
how to ſupplant v2 1 GY hisneighbour, grieve 
| and diſgrace Gods ſervantsz indeede, how tobecome an ab- 
ſolute villaine'uponearth,and the fouleſt fiend in hell. 
; | You ſee wharare the thoughts of the; notorious finners 
 obdurare hearty which 1s full of; hardnefle;-as the Moone of 
light z and therefore inforced;"as it were, to-empty and dif 
charge it ſelf of fame ſtonineſle, by transfuting an iron finew 
3ntothe necke, and a brazen"brow into the face. Neither 
judgement nor:mercie willbend andencline him to grace : 
noadmomti6or min;ftry ofthe W ord, will make himbluth 
at his open/and profeſt impiety. *So that his heart doth not 
onely greedily entertaine, "what lewdneſſe doth ordinarily 
Ee FEA, [ ASOERd __ ſpring| 
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__ 


ſpring from the corruption of nature, and 1s cartiige-| | 


thers ; bur being paſt all ſence, bochof {hame and finne, be 
comes one of the divels new 1nventers, & ſets rhe thoughts 
buſily on worke for the device of ftrange villanies and miſ- 
chiefes,and for addition of new formes, taſhions,andcircum- 
ſtances of linning. 5 HL IOP-\ | 
No better are the thoughts of the groſle hypocrite, ano- 
ther kind of ſinner, but fully a$ foule and abominable. For it 
we could looke into lus heart, though his outward life be'or- 
dered ſmoothly and civillyzyet we thould fee within, ablbu- 
dy flaughter-houſe of malice, cruelty and revengezan hateful 
ſtewes of impure 1maginations and adulteries of the heart, 
a forge of much miſchiefe, of furious and fiery rage 'againt | 
the power of grace, an infatiable gulfe of greedy-'defiresfor | 


tt 
— 


the world;indeede,a cage ofall uncleane and ravenous birds: | 
Here is only the difference; the notorious linner Yares at 

and execut@the abominations of his heart 1n the ſighrof the 

Sunne; but the grofle hypocrite would gladly finne unſeenc, 
aud goe to.hell-wath as licat noiſe and notice ofithe world as 

may bezand therefore he drawes a curtaine of coozenage and | 
hypocrifie betwixt the ſight of the world and fouleneſle of | 
his finne, In the hearts of Ahab and Tezabel was nothing but 
bloud and murder, coyetouſnefle, oppreſſion; and mercilefle 
encloſure ; onely upon the ugly viſages of theſe foule fiends, 
they put a vizardot a taſt, formall witnefles, and: legall pro» 
ceeding: The ordinarie thonghts. then of the grofle hypos- | 
criteare the ſame,as vile and helliſh, as thoſe ot the 'notori- | 
ous inner. Nay hee doubles his 1n1quitie, and addes waight | 
to the vengeance preparing forbuny 1nthat het ftraines the | 
utmoſt veine of his wit, and ſounds thedeptlrof his damned 
policte, to clothe them with faire pretences, and'colourable 


| 


ſhifts, as they paſſe and preſentthemlſelves unto the worldn | + 


words and actions ; and in that hee labours to ſeeme a SaintZ 
while he 191ntruth an jncarnate divell. - 9 8 7 
But the thoughts of the formall h texfor with him I | 
am ſpecially to deale,(I have onely ARG 
| | K 2 
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[notorious finner, and grofle hypocrite, for further diſtin&ti- 
on andilluſtration)1 fay,histhoughts,as they come certaine- 
ly ſhort of true ſanQtification, ſo they are tarre better then 
theſe now mentioned. For we ſuppoſe his heart to be ſeaſo- 
ned with goodneſle of nature and civill honeftie;, to have ta- 
ſted of the generall graces of Gods Spirit, and in ſome ſort 
of the powers of the world to comez& therfore his thoughts 
| are more faire, ingenuous, ſober and moderate, then thoſe 
foule and hatefull Ones of the notorious ſinner, and grofk 
| | hypacrite. His heart will rife, and be affrighted with ſugge- 
| ſtions of infamous conſequence and markable horrour ; as 
| thoſe of Atheiſme, Cruelty, Drunkenneſſe, Adultery, Here- 
fie and ſuch like : but notwithſtanding, becaule it is not ſoft- 
ned and ſanGtifed by ſpecrall grace, (without much ſcruple 
or conſcience) it will let the 1maginations looſe to much 
idlenefle and vanitie,to many fruitleſe conceits, impertinen- 
cies and progeny wandrings; but eſpecially into the end- 

leſle maze of worldly cares and earthly-mindedfieſie. For he 
[ doth in ſomeſort 1u his prattice approove and juſtifie that 
wicked and peſttlent proverbe : Thowghrs are free - They are 
free indeed,in refpe&t of obnoxiouſnes to humane juttice, in 
| reſpect of diſcovery and danger from any creaturey bur the 
eye and vengeance of heaven takes firft and ſpeciall notice 
| ot them, and halds them no, as the principals, and 
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chiefe plotters of all tranſgreſſions. Words and aCtions are 
as 1t were {ins at ſecond hand, the very firſt life and freſheſt 
vigour of all 11] 15 immediately received, & inſpired into the 
| thoughts. Hence it 1s, that Peter adviſerh Simon Aagne, 

to pray God, if it were paſivie, that the thought of his heayt mig ht 
| | be forgiven him: as though there lay the greateſt guile, and 
deepeſt ſtaine before God, - 

By the way before I paſſeto the thoughts of Gods childe, 
| qþſerve one ſpeciall marke of difference in this point , be- 
 twaxt the true Chriſtian, and tormall hypocrite. - 

The formall hypocrite doth ever hatbour 'and maintaine 
19 himſelfe , one ſweet pleaſing boſome ſin or other ; as vo- 
luptuouſnes,worldlineſke, a greedy purſuit of WORE BS 
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licitie, an exceſſivedefire of greatnes and note 1n the world, 
an oppoſition to {inceritie, adelightin [good fellowſhip, or 
fome ſuch like carnall contentment, or ſecret ſinne,on which 
his mind moſt runs; wh the beſt and the flower, the 


—— 
fervencie & deareneſle of histhoughts are ſpent. Gods word, 


| honour,and ſervice,checks of centcience, motions of the Spi- 


rit,miniſterie of the Word, admonition of friends, ſalyation 
of ſoule (by an unreaſonable & inconſequent diſcourſe of his 
ſcnſuall reaſon) all are made ſubordinate and {erviceableto 
this Idoll : To which with much dehghthe daily Gcrificeth 
the nobleſt and immediate workes and tflues of his ſoule. As 
for the ſtate of his conſcience, ſpirituall affaires, care of hea» 
ven, that One neceſſary thing; thele things take up 'his 
choughtsbur at reverſion, by ttarts, by accident, and when 
they come into the heart, their entertainement 15 very' cold 
and: ſtrange,their abode ſhort; and whule they tay; they are 
apprehended and enjoyed with much wearm:zfk and weake- 
neſfſe. I conceive this to be the reaſon : Hee bath a full taſte 


condition of many thouſands which are 1n the ſame caſe and 


Rate with /himſelte. r Srkdls 
Bur it is otherwiſe with -Godschild : Forb 
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the power of 
| GnRifying grace, as hee hath alſo mortified all other::fo 
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ſpecially he hath brokethe very heart of the ſweete finne of 
lus unregeneration, And as ina belieged City , where the 
| greareſt and moſt dangerous breach 43 made, there the 1nha- 
| bitanesconcurre/with chieteft care, aud bighelt reſolution, 
| to fortifie andmakereliftince { even 10;hich hee knowes and 
| feefes;that before lus calling, his __—_— and darling fin 
; moſt fearctully waited his foule, and wounded his confei- 
f ence , hee makes ſure ro employ his thoughts ,with ſpectall 
| edge andindignation,! to.counterming, prevent, rehit, abo- 
| minate and abandon all chought of that bnge ; And now by 


_ | the grace of God, «(ith the-heart, the' fountaine, -15s purged 


| and. fanftified, the ftreame and heate- of their intention 
| and delight is carried another way, For he hath found that 
/ rich -and:aneftumable Treafare: in; the Goſpel; and there- 
' fore he: ſel all that be hath; hee parts. with eyery pleaſure z 
| he cafts out of lus conceit whatſoever hath beene formerly 
| deare and precious unto lum; and lets all his thoughts, with 
' looſe reines; greateſt :joytulneſle , and oftne!lt meditation 


| ruxneafter 1t;and ſweetly refreſh. themſelves with the glo- | 
| ry and comfort of ito If a/man;upon the way ſhould; fnde | 


| Lome precious orient pearlehardly.could hee keepe his eyes 
' from gazing uponit (his exceſle of joy would. eatily com- 
' mand-'and confine the Gight to ſo rare and hopetull an ob- 
edt, } untilthe-meete with ome sk4ltull Thpidnn or come 
; where he might:thorowly bee acquamted with the worth, 
and fully enjoy thewealth bf 1&: Eyenſo, after a man by the 
; allightned eye of theſoule, and the hand of ſaving taith, 
| once ſeaze andlay ſure bold/upon the pearle of great price , 


; the grace of Gods pirit andeteruall lite; che; beat. js, pro: 
fntly 10 rs, that for ever after 


itſpends themoſt;thiedeareſt; and the nableſt thoughts upon. 
; 1t: and. they. once ſet-on-foote, arc 10 cheered and ravi- 
' ſhed with the heavenly beauty theereof, that. they follow 
with continuall encreafe of tgrvencie and; longing; wail, 
' they come unto the cleere viſion and full, pofleſſhon: of xy, at 
; che right hand of God, 111 the endlefic joyes of che world a- 
The 
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A Diſconrſe of true hapymeſſe. | 
The thoughts then of a true Chriftian are: of 2 farre more | 
heavenly temper, divine nature, and hygher ftraine, then the 
largeſt heart of the beſt unregenerate man can, or doth pol- 

tibly comprehend. The formall hypocrite may have hus mand ! 
worthily butzed 1n points of 9 rem learntug,anthe mye.. : 
ries of State, ard attarresot Kingdomesn the beftand highs | 
eft contiderations, whach nature,art, morality, or policy can | 
attoord; nay,he may ſometimes entertaine into his thoughts; | 
with joy,the promutes of grace, the happineſle of the Saints, 

the joyes of heaven and the likezthough theſe have never any | 
root or Jong reſidence in him; But that che Word of grace | 
ſhould fo implant it (elf intothe inner man,thac the thoughts | 
ſhould never be 1o well or welcome. tothe heart, as when | 
they are wading in the great my tterie of godlinefle,and with | 
an holy witedome plorting tor the enlargement of Chriſts 

glorious kingdome; 1n htmftelfz and others: That it ſhould | 
make all other diſcourſes of the minde lubordmateand con- | 
tributary to ſuch heavenly meditations; and -tothis end fer | 
bounds and lrmits tothe millions of imaginations, thatdaily : 


 ariſe{anderect an holy regimentamongt!t them zI fay;this1s | 


the fpeciall prerogative of a{anctiftied man; For neealone;be- | 
cauſe of his truth, tinceritie and uprightnes inthe mmerparts, | 
makes conſcience ot1dle, vaine, and wandring thoughts, {of | 
which the-formall hypocrite, either takes no notice ar all, or | 
not much to heart.) He 15as muvlrcatt downey vextand gric-. 
ved with their di{ardet and<xorbrutancy, as with the errors | 


and infirmities of his words and actions ; and therefore efta- | 
bliſherh(as it were)a gracious government amonglt them, to 


| 
8 


keepe out confulion,udlenes, and rebellion. He confines them | 


to a reverent and feeling meditation upon Gods Word and | 
workes,to a care of con{ctonable managing the affaires of his | 
calling; only ſometimes, but ſparingly with many cautions, 


exceptions, and ſeatonableneſſe, letting them out to honeſt | 


recreations. W hatſoever thought is wandring without this | 
compaſle,or within it unſincere, 1s finfull : ſothatiit hee take | 
any ftraggling, withouttheſe limits, any entifersro yaniries | 


| & umpertinencies,any obtruders & diſturbers of ſo happy in- | 
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ward ; he preſently apprehends them by the watchfull 
eye ofhis Grind Du gexamines them by the law of 
God, arraignes them in the confiſtorie of an ill1ghtned con- 
ſcience, and ſo cutsthem off in time by the power of grace, 
and {word of the fpint; that is, by oppoſing agatuſt them at 
the firſt riling 1n the heart (by preſentrepencance)prayer, and 
after-watchtulneſfle; hee blefledly rids himſclfe of the miſe- 
ries, and diſtraction of prephane and troubleſome thoughts. 
| That this isno Jdea, Inowpropote unto you; howloever 1t 
bee ſotaevery unregenerate man, and fo when he heares 1t, 
hee conceaves. of at; forlittle knowes hee what adoe every 
child of God hath with his thoughts; Ifay, that this 1s no 
Idea, oridle abſtraction, appeares pregnantly and plenritully 
1 Davids pratticez who for all the ftrong unticements , or- 
dinarily incident to the pleaſures of a Court, and naturall 
libertie -of : Princes ; although the cares and waight of a 
| Kingdome lay upon him , and that his Royall innocencie 
was ſtil] haunted and affailed with ſuch 1ndignities and 
| vexations, which mightalmoſt have ſwayed the bleſied and | 
quiet thoughts of a glorious Angel to aiſtrattion and diſ- 
bar perm, 1 for all thigzthe Law of God did fill princt- 
pally take up his heart; and that day and night. Gods Word 
and workes, his. ſtatutes and judgements, were meate and 
drinke unto his mind, and his meditation continually, as is 
more then plaine1n many places of the 1 1 9,P/alme.Oh,faith 
hee 1n the 1 3.portion, how love [thy law | it it my meditation 
continually. So unexprefiable heere was his pang of holy 
love unto Gods Law, that hee prefixetha particle of zeale, 
and extraordinarie paſſion : 0h (faithhe:) And where the 
heart hath once truly and fixedly ſet its love, there all the 
nog hts uy ner _ apprehenſions, and 
greatelt impatiency ther mmployment. This 1s 
the very caſe then of all Gods dan ; they meditate on 
the Word of God moſt contentedly and continually,becauſe | 
love it farre betore. and above all:carthly things; and 
lo doe they love it ; becauſe mn 4t with fpeciall ſecu- 
rity are conveyed unto them all che richtreaſures of mercie, 
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remiſſion of ſinnes, ſpirituall c , and eternall ife, and 
particularly ſealed unto them by the ſpirit of the ſame word. 
Salowen confirmes this worthy practice of his father, by his 
teitimony,Pro.12.5, The thoughts of the juſt 4re right, ndge- 
ment Or juſtice; for lo the worg fignifies1n the Originall ; 
the ſwbtill devices of the wickgd are decers. The thoughts of all 
unregenerate men are comonly, either rooting in the earth, 
or drowned in pleaſures,or running after preferment,or ran= | 
ging up and downe idly and prophanely, or fruilelly me- 
lancholike : or if ſometimes they glance,or ſertle themiclyes | 
upon good things, they are fill as a mentruous clout, and 
abominationto the Lord : becauſe their conſciences are nat 
renued, their hearts purged, their perſons ſanQified and ac- 
cepted. Burt the thoughes of every child of God are ordinari- | 
ly working for tbe maintenance & furthering of Gods glo- 
ry and good cauſes; for procuring true good to their bre- 
thren, eſpecially 1n Sirnell things ; for increaling grace in 
themſelves, and their tore of comfort again the day of tri- 
all. And if fo be (which ſometimes betalles the beſt) chey be 
croft by linfull motions in themſelves, or ſuggefiions of Sa- 
tan; yet by their ſurprizing and ſuppreſſing them atthe very 
firſt riſing and ir ae by preſent repentance, they are 
undoubtedly ever pardoned uato.chem in Chrilt Iefus, 

Give me leave,1 pray you,to illuſtatethis varietie aud dif- | 
ference of thoughts (which I have now largely laid downe | 
unto you) in eur ſelves, for the neerer preſſing of our conſct- 
ences, and that in the matter of Elections. | 

Let us imagine a notoriaus Gnner to have a voice and 
hand in ſuch bulinefl : his very firſt thoughts. would bee to 
havenothought at all of Oath or Statute, of conſcience or 
honeſtte, of honour of his C e, or good of the-Church : 
but would reſolve out of the prophane principles of has vaſt 
conſcience , and by the benefit of a large acception of cha- 
ritie , tobe indifferent for all commers, Qaely in ys choice, 
hee would havean eye tothe maine, that the ſtate of good - 
tcllowſhip ſhould take no. or dimnution 
and therefore hee would moſt carefully caſt ow x73 
| | e 
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bimſelfe by all meanes, todefeateandprevent the purpoſes, 
and to ſtop the paſlage eſpecially of all Paritanes.' You muſt | 
know by the way, that thele are a very dangerous kinde of | 
men, able to blow up whole houſes, by their roo herie zeale | 
againſt 1dlenefle, drunkennefley other ſhametull corruptions, | 
cloſe and politicke carriages of many rotten & uncontciona- | 
ble cauſes and the like. For by * Puritanes 1n this- place, ' I | 
onely underſtandthem, (for even ſuch are fo branded) who | 
make conſcience of ſtudy, and Religious education of $chol» 
lers; who are ready ever, andreſolute ro uphold goodnefle 1n | 
a Houſe, though they be cruſher, diſgraced & difothced : who | 
out of a gracious and ingenuous freedome of Spirit, will bee | 
their ovwne men m Elections, and other Collegiate ſervices; 
and not ſuffer ther conſciences to bee led hood-winke, to 
ferve othet metis humours and private ends; who chuſe ra- 
ther in 4 negleCted ſtate, tweetly to enjoy the continualteaſt | 
and perpetuall paradiſe of atincere heart, true and inward | 
comforr, the ſociety of Gods ſervants; then for many times | 
fall dearely bought favours and offices, to enthrall and vio- 
lence both their judgements and affections, ro hve reterved- 
ly, under a maske;& ata haires breadtlifor'all occations and 
obſcrvances ; ſo wearing onta httle miſerable time 1n a glo- 
r10us and countenanced {laverie. In a word, who of the two, 
would rather ſave their ſoules, then proſper in the world. 
Now fuch felowes as theſe;thinkes he with himſclte, which 
ſceme; as 1t were, by an hypocriticall Afonopelic, to have en- 
groſt all fnceritie, honeſtie and good conſcience, mult bee 
kepr out; or if by ſome diafterrhey creepe in'amongt us,bee 
curbed and kept under, elſe ſhall not wee ſway and domi- 
neere. Hereupon allithe labour of lus wit, and toile of his 
thoughts would bee, to plane a thorne, where a vine ſhould | 
grow;and to burthen theſe ſacred and honourable Manſions, 
Tefoned onely for gracious and golden wits, with leaden | 
drones, and ſwarmes of worthleſſ: and witlefſe creatures. | 
Secondly , the thoughts of the/groſſe hypocrite in this | 
waightie buſines of Eledtions, would be as utterly void of al | 
| 
| 


conſ{cionable, and ingenuous confiderations, as the notorious 
| finners 
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finners. Firtt,he would comune with his own covetous heart 
(for commonly worldlines 15 the maſter-{in in the grofle hy. 
pocrite, theretore I follow the thoughts riling thence) hee 
would withmhimſclt caſt a greedy & ravenous eye upon the 
condition of all che comperitors for the place ; and at lengrh 
conclude, & be ſure to ſeaze-upon the partie (let his learning | 
or honeſtie be what it would) wher 12 al likelihood he might 
make the richeft prey;zand ſucke out; the greatelt advantage : 
Either purchaſe a great friend, ſtrengthen lus faction, gratific 
{ his favourites,recerve apreſentbrib<or elſe, whichas a fecret 
buc a linfull policy,by weighing circumſtances, marking 1n- | 
nuations,& tormer carriages,expect the largett after=gratt- 
hcation, cloſe and 1ndirect contliderations, and the moit.hbe- 
rall New-yeres gitts(for in them certaznely ſometimes lurks 
corruption.) Theſe things thus thaught upon, there followes 
now 1n him an addition tothe 111quatie of the natonous fin- 
ner. He 1s not content to be thus Rarke naught, but he mutt 
double his {in by ſeeming good; 1t 1s not enough for. ham to 
be thus curſedly pettilent tothe place. where he ltves,bur hee 
mult enlarge the miſchief,by purtung on.a vizard of piety:he 
therefore 1n a ſecond place would beate lus bratnes, how hee | 
might varniſh over this villanie,with molt probable and tai- 
reit prerences. The bribe muſt come 1n upon, other termes, | 
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| wich other circumitances;then the'groflencs of that vale 1 .1$ | 
| wont to be canyaid ;- hee thynkes haw he-may. deale openly, | 
and in theeyeotfthe world with men, withour: all ſuſpinon, | 
| while the matter is carried upder hand by ſubtile, mediate, | 
and mot exerciſed agents in the goodlyattaires of abomiana- | 


all this be may continuea,good opuronawich gogd men, and | 
| give latis faQton ro thoſe, whomae decerves by hisſceming: | 
. but by mach practice he makes this reatonable.eatie;tor.poli- 
| ticke hypocrilie bath ſo many faces,curnings & evations,that 
| 1tcan'yo0 cafily-infinuatewurch, & ſausfs wnlulpicious,unc- 
'| ceng and charitable linceritze.He cane chem ot ſome deprhs 
1n the myitery of governm&t,whion ner 


| ble corruption. Laftly,heas-wech croubleg naming, bow tor | 
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| the very confluence of all the ſinnes of former ages;andthere- 


| 
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_ from all ſpice of contagionzthat ſomerhings muſt needs | 


off. For we maſt ſtrll held this principl 
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bee given to ſtatute-diſcretion, againſt the bare letter, and | 
ſtrict meaning of the Ratute; that wee live notin P/atoes 
Comtmon-wealth, or Moores Exntopia,out in corrupt times,in 


— 


ls ee 


fore it 1s utterly 1mpoſſible to keep a mans ſelte ſo pallingly 


5e yeelded to the time, elſe there 1s no living, atleaſt, no. 
proſpering inthe world. Thus the groſle hypocrite 1s ever as 
thoughtfull for outward pliaſtering, as ſecret plocring. 
Thirdly, tet us concerve what would be the inward diſ- 
courſe and workings of the heart in the formall hypocrite , 
abou diſpoſing his voycein Eleions. His thoughts 1a theſe 
caſes perhaps, would not be extremely baſe,norgroſlely wic- 
ked:it may be, he would beable to cleere even his conſcience 
and inmoftconcett;z much more to wath his hands from the 
hatefall and crying finne of downe-right briberie. This hor- 
riblenefle is only-for notorious finners,and grofle hypocrites. 


| 


| 


Nay,out of ſome ſudden pang of higheſt refolution, thar in- 
gennouſnefle'of nature or/morall honeftix can produce, hee | 
might'take heart to atiſover and withſtand the tunts and im- 
portunitte of Greatriefle and great meanes : onely with this 
reſolution, ſo thathis preſent happineſſe benot thcerby main- 
ly hazarded, nor hope ofhis futureprefermenccertainely cut 


ple concerning the for- 


mall hypocrite; if hee bee broughtro a jumpe, hee will ever 


| make even Gods holy Word, conſcience, religion, defires | 


and intreaties of godly men, and-all to yeeld and ſtoope to 


che worldly comforts he preſently 'enjoyes;bur upon as faire 
termes, and withas plauſible conveyance as may be. Itmay 


'be, he will be goodin many eq, d-outwardly in all;but 
ſay thePr exe whatehoy wilh, 'muſtinto the houſe of 
God muſt bee mercifull co him in one thing or 0- | 
ther : hee is ſhort of the ſtate of grace, and by conſequent, 
hath no ſound &'reall afſurance'oft heaven above; & therfore 
he will have ſome ſweetueſſe tnthe'meane time, he wil enjoy 
ſome ſhadow (at leaRt)of one heaven or other uponearth. So 


| chat if we ſuppoſe ſachan one'to take a view of his thoughts 


of 


EE MEL —— en 


- 
—— 


D ——— 


| becauſe he 1s ſh] too reſpective of his owne particular, wants 


—_— 


—_— 


4 Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. _—_ 
of all that ſtand for a place,he would reſolve for goodnes nd is 
honeſty,ſo far as the ſecuritie & ſafery of his maine content- 


ments would give him leavezſafar as the light of reaſon, and 
glimmerings of generall grages were able to leade him : bur 


the eie of ſpirituall diſcrerion, & ſuffers his conſcience to be 
cooled and countermanded by worldly wikedome;he may (I 
grant)»y conftraint,occaſionally,or by accident, conſent and | 
concur upon the worthieſtbut ordinarily, for meere loye of | 
religiouſneſſe , hee doth not make within his owne heart, | 
a free, unpaſſionate, imparriall, ſincere and conſcienable | 
choyce. For let him otherwiſe bee never fo wiſe or honeſt, 
yethe is a meere ſtranger to the myſterie of godlineſſe,utter- 
ly unapprehenfive of the {ingular and ſupernaturall opera- 
tions of the life of grace; and therefore cannot diſcerne be- 
ewixt reſolute ſinceritie, and true turbulencie : whereupon 
it may often come to paſſe, that by a promiſcuous confulion 
of theſe two moſt different fpirits,he may(ſo much asin him 
lies) repell farre the beſt, ro the unſatiable wrong of che 
party, and rhe unyaluable lofſe of the houſe which fhould ! 
enjoy him. There is one point further an deliberation of 
this nature, in which hee would jumpe with the notorious 
finner : In adviſing with himſeltfe for a fit man,it by the way | 
his thoughts ſhould be crofled, witha manof knowne, pros | 
felled, and prattiſed forwardnefle in religion;; bee would | 
paſſe him over with contempt and indignation; for thus 
would hee thinke with himſelte : If fuch a tellow come in a- 
monegſt us, we ſhall have all moulded anew after the ftrict 
modell of his irregular conſcience z wee ſhould bee troubled 
with new trickes and ere&tions, for the increaſment of ſtudy 
and reformation of manners; he would be {till ſtanding and 
{triving for an Ideal and abſtraftive puritie in Elections, and. 
other atfaires of the Colledge; ſo that our former quietnefle 
and peace would bee much diſ-{weerned with his tartneſle, 
and too much preeifeneſſe. Thus would hee bee as hot and 
heady againſt the power of grace, as the notorious hnner. 
For though there bee many ditferentdegrees of ilnefle, of 
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unregenerate men ; ſome are farre more ſober, tolerable, and 
moderate then others, yet all commonly agree in his, 


| that they are bitter and implacablec Oppolites to the proteſ- 
| fionand practice of ſoundan 


ving finceritie. Gods tairh» 
full Ones ever were, and ever will bze :gnes and Wonders 


derifion to them that are round about them, F-ſulm.79. 4. They 
ſhall ever be accounted men of an odde faſhion, and fingu- 
| lar carriage from other men, #4/4. 2, 15, preciſe, humorous, 
hypocriticall and the like. Miltake me not; I apologize not 
for any unwarrantable opinion tending to Separarion; it is 
only ſanRification, true and undiflembled holineſſe, with- 


| out whichnone ſhall ever ſeethe face of God, or giory of 


heaven, which I ſtand tor, and intend 1nall my Diſcourſe. 
| Butby the way let me tell you'this, in this generall and 
joynt conſpiracy of all kinds of naturall men, againſt the 
ſpirituall ſtate of true Chriſtians, and the foveraignty of 
Gods ſanRifying ſpirit 1n themzrhe meere civil honeit man, 
| and formall hypocrite (as I take 1t) are tranſported with 
more berceneſl and rage againlt them, then rhe groſle hy- 


' pocrite, and notorious finner. This I take to bee the reaſon : 


the grolle hypocrite, he finneth againſt the 1:ght of his owne 
conſcience, and with the certaine knowledge of his heart ; 
and therefore doth not much envie and grudge the righte- 
ous man his excellency above his neighbour, and ſalvation 
of his ſoule : The notorious finner 11 fis more ſober moode, 
and cold bloud, will confeſle himſclfe to be our of the way, 

romiſe and proteſt amendment or at leaſt reſerves in lis 
Ca a reſolution to repent when hee 1s old : but the meere 
civill honeſt man, andthe formall hypocrite thinke their 
owne Rate to bee as good as the beitz and whatſoever is 
more, and beſides that which they finde in themſelves, to 
bee but needleſſe precileneſle, and aftefted fingularitie ; and 
therfore are many times gauld and grieved, that the truely- 
gracious and conſcionable carriage of Gods ſervants, doth 
cenſure and condemne their outwardnefſ and formalitie in 
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religion; and make it plainely appeare,that their caſe (with* 
out {ound converfion and imbracement of finceritie) 1s the 
very ſtate of wretchednefle and of death. 

But now fourthly and laitly,in Elections,the thoughtsof 
Gods Child, in whoſe heart alone the Word of God doth 
chiefely rule, and is deep:ly rooted, would bee theſe orthe 


 feareof that God, who hath mercifully advanced him to his 
place, wherein hee expeteth conſcience and faithfulneſle ; 
He conſiders that folemae and ſacred oath which hee takes 
(1n the fight of him who ſeerh all hearts and cogitations) for 
a reſolute and unſwayed uprightneſle 1n the diſpoſing of his 
' Voice; that upon the -integritie or unconſctonableneſfle 1n 


and flouriſhing of an Hoſe. Hee-turthericalleth ro minde 
out of his experience, that commonly thoſe fellowes who 
thrult iato ſocieties, offices, and high roomes, by ſhuMling 
and violence, by faftion and prepoſterous favour, by cun= 
ning or corruption, become pernicious and diſhonourable 
to the places where they live; they -are {till thornes 1n the 


ſcandalous, by miſ-ſpending the unvaluable preciouſneſlz of 


"their golden houres, 11 Tavernes,Ale-houles, or ſome other | 


{courſe of good fellowſhip, to the 1nexpiable and eternall 
 diſhonour of thoſe Howſes, of which they ſhould bee arna- 
| ments, And when they have. dane much huxt and miſchiefe 


| paſke by inditeR and ſinifter, dealing, Benefiges, and ſpiritu- 
all promotions abroad: of which:beuing-poſkſt, they either 


| by unconſcionable and cruell-negligence -'and Nomrefi- | 
| dence 1n their charge, betray the foules, of their pzople to 
wildneſ and barbanſme, to. ignorance, prophanenelle, or 


 Poperie; ar elſe by a prophane and unhallowed, handling of 
| Gods Word, by daubing with untempered morter, as the 
\ Prophet ſpeakes, ſo ſtrengthen-the hands of the wicked , 
that they cangot returae from their wicked wayes,' and kill 


|; 


lides,and prickes in the etes of all that love grace aud goo.l» | 
' neſſe :chey either turne idle, truely fadtious, or notoriouſly | 


| beere, they arethe onely men to bargaine for, buy, or come | 


like, Inthe firſt place there comes into his minde a reverent | 


| 


Ele&tons, depends the mifzrie and confuſion, or happineſle | 
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Lord hath not made ſad; and the bruiſed reede 15 quite bro- 
| ken, and the ſmoking flax utterly pur our. Now thinkes the | 
Child of God with himſelfe, our of his ſpirituall wiſedome, 
If ſuch an one as theſe ſhould be choſen by my default and | 
faint-heartedneſſe; I ſhould in ſome ſort and meaſure bee | 
juſtly guilty, and anſwerable before that high & everlaſting. 
ludge, ofthe many miſeries & miſcluefes, which ordinarily 
enſue upon ſo unhappy a choice. Heereupon ( after a ma- 
ture and impartiall furvay of all circumitances conlidera- 
ble in the partie, the ſtature,and whole bulineſſe ) hee tingles 
out him with finceritie and ſinglenefle of heart, whom in 
conſcience hee thinkes moſt ſufhicient; and there hee ſickes 
with a truely Chriſtian and unſ{haken reſolution, pitche by | 
the very power and ſtrength of heaven: anq come what 
come will, tempeſts, or faire weather; preterment, or po- 
 vertie; threatnings, or flatterie z policy, or perſwaſionpri- 
vate importunittes, or frownings of Greatnefle ; hee 1s at a 
| point, infinitely rather to keepe a good conſcience and fave 
his ſoule, then to enjoy the preſent , and gaine the whole | 
world. Far he well knowes that the day is at hand,even that 
great and fearefull Day, when the conſcience of one graci- 
ous action, performed with uprightneſle of heart, will breed 
more comfort, then the glory,riches, and foveraigntie of the 
| wholeearth. | 
| Toconcludetlus point: As unregenerate and ſanctified 
thoughts differ mwchin their workings even abour the ſame 
Objects : ſo there are ſome, which are Gods childs peculiar, 
with which the ſtate of unregeneration is utterly unacquain= 
ted. They are ſuch as theſe : | 


Firft, thoughts full of feare and aftoniſhment, all hell . 


| tricken with the ſenſe of Gods wrath at the fight of his 
finnes. ' Theſe are ſcorched, in very _' even with the 
flames of hell in their converſion': ' They burne ſometimes 


| 


and horrour, which riſe out of the heart, when it 1s firſt 


the very marrow out of their bones, ' and turne the beſt | 
moyſture in them "into the ' drought” of Summer. No | 


| 


| 
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a print or ſcarre of theſe wofull and wounded thoughts, ap” | ' 1 doe not | 
pcare in the heart of the formall hypocrite. This hell upon «x00; rag 
earth,1s only paſſed thorow by the heires of heaven, whale the ha _ 
children of hell have commonly their heaven upon earth. | regenerati- 
2. Secondly,> thoughts compoſed all of pure comfort, joy, | 9n from all 
heaven, immortalitie,the ſweet and lovely iflues of the Spirit | "<>blings | 
of adoption. Theſe flow only from the tountaine of grace, _ wg 
and ſpring up in that ſoule alone, which having newly pa{- puta” rag 
{cd the ſtrange agonies, and ſore pangs of the new-birth, 1s | finne ; bur 
preſently bathed in the bloud of Chriſt, lulled in the boſome | 99cly wake | 
of Gods deareſt mercies; and ſecured with the ſeale, and ſe- tar 
cret impreſſion of his erernall love and ſacred Spiritznot only -n, 6 - 
from the rage of hell, bur alſo of an everlaſting and royall in- | gren, to 2 
heritance above. Oh the heart of the unregenerate man is far paſſe quite | 
coo narrow, bale, and earthly, to comprehend the unmixed | *®orow 
pleaſures, the glorious Sunſhine of thoſe bleſſed and joytull | vp rene 
thoughts, which 1mmediately follow upon the ſtormes of | = x mg 
feares and terror, ordinarily incidenttoa found convertion | mugen” 
3. Thirdly,choughts of ſpirituall raviſhment, and unutte- | paraditecf 
| rable rapture, tiaſhes of cternall light,raiſed ſometimesin the | *Þ* king- 
hearts of the Saints,and occaſionally inſpired by the Spirit of | pag: 
all and endlefle comfort;which with unconcerveable amaze- 9 "Ig 
ment and admiration feede upon, & hill themſelves withthe | withan 
joyes of the ſecond life, in fuch an uncouth extatie and ex-| holy a- 
cell, as 1s farre above, and without the compaſlk and conceit | Þ3=<ment 
of all worldly comforts, thegongue of Angels, or heart of . —_— 
man. In this point, Iappeale tothe couſctence of the true looke ks 
Chriſtian, (for I know tull well that all my diſcourſe is a pa-| upon the 
rable, and paradoxe to the prophane) whether hee hath nor | *kar >and 
ſomerime.as it were, a ſea of comtort rained upon his heart, prints of 
| ina ſweet ſhowre from hgaven; and ſuch a ſenlible taſte of _—_ 
the everlaſting pleaſures, by the glorious preſence of inward| otamely 


| 
| lumbl " 
and broken hearr,already healcd,andweetly cloled up with the bloud of Lower | 
as inothers, they commonly either worke but a halfe converſion, are expelled with our- | 
__ bu end hos re. > | meanethoſe bletſed ſtirrings ofthe hearr, unſ] 
able orious, when the ſcale of remiſhon cffinnes is fiſt | 
ro dg ih v c = is fiiſt ſeruntothe Soule by the 
| _ _L joy - 
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joy andpeace, asif hee halthe one foote in heaven already, 
and with the one hand had laid hold upon the crown of lite : 
| eſpecially after a zealous heate, & feeling tervencie 1n prater: 
| atter an entire, gracious, and profitable tanctification of the 
\ Sabbath ; atthe time of ſome great and extraordinary hum1- 
| ation entertained, & exerciſed with fruit & finceritiezwhen 
; hee hath freſhly with deepeſt grones and ſighes, and new 
' ftrugglings of {pirit, renewed his rep-ntance, upon occation 
| of relapſe into ſome old,or fall into ſome new fin; when the 
; Impoutoned arrowes of cruel and hery tongues,pointed with 
| malice, policy, & prophanenefſe, come thickeſt upon him:and 
' yetretiring into his own 1nnocentheart,he hndes no cauſe of 
; ſuch mercileſle yexation,but detence of Gods truth,and pro- 
felon of holinefle. Nay,{fometimes upon the deaths-bed,to a 
; foule conſcious of an upright and unſpotced lite, the joyes of 
| heaven preſent thEſelves before the time;(fo longing a ſym- 
 pathy 1s there berwaxt the lite of grace & endles glory.)Such 
; like joyful ſpringings, & heavenly elevati6s of heart as theſe 
whuch I have now mentioned,are the true chrittians pechiay ; 
' no ſtranger can meddle with them, no heart can conceive th& 
| bur that which 1s the Temple of Gods pare & bleſled Spirit. 
Thus farre of the difference of their thoughts, in reſpett of 
| their nature and manner of working:Now 11 a ſecond place, 
| Gods child 1s notably difterenced from the formall hypo- 
| crite, by the ſeaſonableneſle of ſus thoughts, and their wholy 
| ſerving the time. A 
| In a body of belt and exacteſt conſtitution, the ſenſes are 
| quicke and nimble, and ſharpheſt difcerne, with greateſt life 
| and vigour apprehend their obzz&s, and are molt {enlibly af- 
ets, ya 
fected, pr difpleaſed with their convenience or antipathy : 
Even {ona heart of true ſpirituall temper,ſeafoned and ſoft- 
ned withthe dew of grace;the thoughts are aGtive,ready and 
 addreſt with zeale an4 contentment, to. eacline and apply 
themſelves to the condition of the times, and varietic of oc- 
| caſions offered for ſome holy uſe,to the bertering of che ſoule 
and the enlarging of Gods glory.lnthe time of taits & fack- 
| cloth:if Gods judgements be threatned out of the Pulpat, or 
of executed 
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executed from heaverF when the Church weares her mour- 
ning weed, linceritie droopes, & the godly hang downe their | 
heads; in ſuch blacke and diſmalldayes, they are 1umpatient | 
ot all temporall comfort, they willingly puton ſadnefle, eo | 
entertaine penitencte, humiliation, and forrow : but they are | 
clothed with joy and iightſomneſle, when mercie and falva- | 
ton are wiſely and Cabal proclaimed outof the Booke 
ot life; when Religion ſpreads and peoſpers,and divine truth 
hath free paſſage ; when whole States have eſcaped the blou- 
dy Papitts Gunpowder, and the royall breſts of Kings their 
empoyſoned knves,and 1n ſuchlike joy full and happy times. 
Thus the thoughts and inmolt aftections of Gods ciuld have 
their changes, their ſeverall ſeaſons and ſucceſſions,as 1t plea- 
{cth the Lord to offer, or execute mercie or judgement out of 
I1s Word, or tn the world abroad. But the thoughts of the | 
formall hypocrice,though they ſuffer indeede many alterati- 
ons, and diſtractions about earthly objects; they ebbe and 
flow with diſcontent or comfort, as- his outward ſtate 1s fa- | 
voured or frowned upon by the world : yet ſpirituall occur- 
| rents,obſcryable with devotion and reverence for the good | 
of the ſoule,have no great power to worke upon them. Sa- | | 
cred times,or dayes ot affliction, are not wont to. make any 
ſuch impreſſion, or to breed extraordinarte fttrrings,and mo- 
tions in them. Let judgements blatt,or mercies blefle a King» | 
dome;let Gods word find ſmoothand even way, orirubs and 
oppolition; let prophanenefle be countenanced, or finceritie 
cheriſhed, hee takes no thought : to he may lleepe 1n a whole | 
$kinne,and krepe entire his worldly comforts, his thoughts | 
continue heavie,dull, and formall. Hee may contorme and | 
conſort with the times 1n his outward gettures, words and 
actions; bue ordinarily his thoughts admit no change, ſave 
onely io tarre as his private temporall telicitie 15 endangered 
| by pitt judgements, or enlarged by ſhowers of mercies | 
and bleſſi.1gs trom heaven. I cannot enlarge this point at this 
time: onely | will give one inſtance in their difference of } 4 
thoughts upon the Sabbath day. _ 
The Sabbath day is, as it were, the faire-day of the ſoule, | 
L 2 where- 
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grace and comfort : but alfo feaſt with 1ts heavenly triends 
| the bleſſcd Saints and Angels, upon thoſe glorious joyes and 


| his owne will ſpeaking a wine wordon that day :but alſo un ſome 


new ſpirituall ftrength, with greater ſtore of knowledge, 


happy reft, which never ſhall have end. Every Childe of God 
therefore, which hath already a reall intereit 1n that eternall 
reſt, makes not only conſcience of doing his owne waies, ſecking 


' good meaſure makes it the very de/ight of lus heart, the love 
| and comfort of his inward thoughts, ſo that hee may con/e- 
| crate it as glorious to the Lord. He doth not onely give quiet 
; and ceflation to his body from worldly butineſſe, and workes 
of his calling ; butalſo empties his head, and disburdens his 
' thoughts of all earthly cares, that ſo they may wholly and 
; entirely intend the holy motions of Gods Spirit, and ſpend 
| themſelves in godly and extraordinarie meditations, fitting 
the feaſt day of the ſoule, and the Lords holy day. Thus 1s 
the dehre,longing,and endeavour of his heart, thus to ſantti- 
fie the Sabbath; and 1f at any time hee be turned awry from 
this uprightnefſe by company,or his owne corruptions, hee 18 
after much rib and vext with 1t ; repents and prayes for 
more zeale, conſcience, and care for the time to come. Bur 
the formall hypocrite, howſoever hee may on that day for- 
beare and abſtaine from his ordinarie fins, labours, ſperts,and 
1dlenefle;howſoever he may outwardly exerciſe and execute 
all duties and ſervices of Religion ; though indeede more of 
cuſtome and for faſhion, then with hearty and true devo- 
tion:nay,he may have other thoughts on that day, but one- 
ly ſo farre, as the bare ſolemninie of the time, and the greater 
Preſence can alterthem : yet Idare boldly fay it, no formall 
hypocrite, no kind of unregenerate man can poſlibly make 
| the Sabbath his delight, as 18 required, 7/a.5 8. 1 3. And which 
| 1s preſuppoſed to make us capable of the bleſſings following 
in the ſame place: They ſhalt thow delight in the Lord, and I will 

| make thee to mount upon the high places of the earth,and feed thee 
with the heritage of 1acob thy father : for the month of the Lord 
hath fpoken it, Hee cannot for his life ſequeſter his thoughts 
art! 


| 
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atall, not even onthat day, from worldlineſle and earthly 
pleaſures, to divine and facred meditations. Doe what hee | 
can, hee cannot beate and keepe them off from worldly Ob. 
j:Ets;they'will not leave their tormer haunts, or be reſtrained 
from plotting, or pleaſing themſelves with weeke-day buli- | k 
neſles, 

Lord, it is ſtrange that the ſoulevfa man, ſo nobly furni- 
ſhed with powers of higheſt contemplation ; beeing ſo 
ſtrongly and ſenſibly poſkeſt with conſcroutnefle, and con- 
ceit of 1ts owne 1mmortalitic;zand having the reftlefle and un- 

{ {acisfied deſires of 1ts wide capacitte, never fild but with the 
Majettie of God himſfelte, and the glory of an 1mmortall 
Crowne, ſhould be ſuch a ttranger to heaven, the place of its 
birth and everlaſting abode ; that upon that day, whereon, | 
(as uponthe golden ſpot and Pearle ofthe weeke) the Lord | 
hath ſtamped his owne ſacred Scale of inftitution, and fo- 
lemne conſecration tor lus owne particular ſervice, and ſpe- 
ciall honour ; yet, I fay, uponthat day 1t cannot ſettle and 
continue its own thoughts and motians upon thoſe unmixed 
and bleſſed joyes, and the way unto them; without which 
itſhall bee everlaſtingly miſerable, and burne heereafter 
| in chat fiery lake, whole flames are fed with infinite rivers of 
Brimſtone, and the endleſl: wrath of God for ever and e- 
ver! ; 

Now I pray you tell mee, when wee ſhall have raigned 
heereafter many millions of yeeres 1n heaven, what thoughts 
will remaine of this little 1nch of time upon earth? When we | 
| have paſſed thorow a piece of etermitie, where will appeare | 
| the minute of this miſerable life z and yet our thoughts and 
atteions are ſo glued unto the world, as though etermitie 
were upon earth, and rime onely 1n heaven ? You are men ca- 
pable of worrhieſt and higheſt eleyations of ſpyrit, I befeech 
you reſume this meditation at your lerfur2; mee thinkes 1t 
ſhould be able to breede thoughts of a tarre more noble and 
heavenly temper, then ordinarily ariſe and are nouriſhed in 
the hearts of men. 

But to follow my purpoſe : Certaine it 15, not the beſt un- 
| L 3 regenerate 
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| regenerate man can endure an entire and exact fanctificati- 
, on of the Sabbath; 1t-1s not a Tuvilee to their hearts, and the 
| joy of their thoughts: tor they cannot abide to have their 
| mindes ttay long 1n a feeling meditation upon fpirituall at- 
| faires, upon the examination of their former life the ſtate of 
| the other world, the ({leights and tentations of Satan, the day 
| of death, the tribunall of heaven, and ſuch like. For though 
| the beſt of them may have a perlwaſton of their being 1n the 
; ate of grace, as I have largely prooved heeretofore; yer ith 
| It is wrongly and falſcly grounded,it cannot abide the {earch 
| and touchitone : Hence 1t 1s, that of all things they love not 
' tobee alone, They may pleaſe themſclvey well enough in ſo- 
| litarineſſe, upon ſome private bulinefle;z tor the more pro- 
' found plotting and contriving worldly matters; for a more 
| free,bur filthy exerciſe of the adulterics of the heart,and con- 
| remplative fornication; to feede upon dull and fruitlefle me- 
; lanchoty ; to let their thoughts wildly range, and runne riot 
\ 1nto a world of imaginations; to dive into the myileries of 
; nature, or depths of State z buttobe alone onely for this pur- 
' poſe, that the minde may more fully and immediately work 
| upon the ſpirituall ſtate of the ſoule,and impartially enquire 
' into the conſciencezthey cannot, they will not endure 1t;and 
therefore commonly caſt chemſelves into one knot of good- 
| fellowſhip or other, that they may merrily paſſe away that 
' time; for an houre of which (the time of grace being once 
expired) chey would give ten thouſand worlds, yet ſhall ne- 
| ver be able to purchaſe 1t againe. 
| But Gods Children, whea they are alone, have inward 
; comfort, and heavenly matter enough to worke upon:a plea- 
| fing coutentment and ſatisfaction, ariſing from an humble 
| and ſober remembrance of a well ſpent life, doth infinite- 
| ly more refreſh them, then all the revellings and plea- 
fant devices of merry companions : nay, many times 1n 
| their ſcaſonable ſolitarineſle, divine graces. are more ope- 
| rative and (tiring, and raiſe inflamed motions of delight 
| and joy. 
Now 1n a third place, we are to conſider that the Child of 
God 
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|| of more foule and monſtrous ſhape, enticing him to ſome: 
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God is yet further very much differenced from the formal! | 
Hypocrite, by his skill and dexteritie 1n ruling; by his 
holy wiſedome, and godly jealouſie 1a watching over his 
thoughts. | 

The heart in which Gods Spirit 1s not reſident with ſpeci. 
all grace and ſarGtifying power (howſoever the words may | 
bee watched over, and the outward actions retormed) lyes 
commonly fill naked and open, without ſpeciall guard or | 
ſetled government. For the teſt naturall man is tooimpa- | 
tient of reſtraint and ſeveritie, over the power of 1umagina- | 
tion and freedome of his thoughts;they beeing naturally ex- | 
empted and priviledged from all humane and created ſove- | 
raigntie; and the unceſlantnefle of their workings and per- 
petuall preſence in the mind, would make the abridgement 
of their liberty more ſenſible and diſtaſttull. It may bee our 
of the naturall grounds of civill honeltie, and fome generall 
apprehenſion of the powes of the world ro come ; hee may be 
73 farre ſollicitous about his thoughes, that if any ftart up | 


: 
: 


grofſe and infamous fiance, which would diſgrace himin the 
world, or breede —_— horrour 1n his conſcience : 
hee preſcntly ſets againſt it, diſcla1mes, abandons,and expels | 
it. Hee may bee ot experience and skill to conquer and fup- | 
preſſe thoughts of heavineſle , and melancholy ; although | 
in this point he many times fearefully decerves- himfelte, 
taking the holy motions of Gods Spirit, wclining him to 
godly ſorrow for his finnes, to bee melancholike thoughts , | 
tending towards too much ftrictnefle and unneceflary dil | 
comfort : So grieving the good Spirit, and Ropping againſt | 
himfelte the very firit and neceſſary paſſage to falvation. 
Thus the formall hypocrite may have ſometimes and in 
Part, a (le1ght, mif- guided, and generall care and overfight of 
us thought : But becauſe the depth of his decentfull heart, | 
and the many corruptions that are daily and hourely hatch- 
ed 1n1t, were never ript up and revealed unto him by the | 
power and light ef faving grace, hee cannot hold that hand | 
over his heart as hee ought; hee doth not! keepe a folemne | 
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LY continuall watch and ward over his thoughts, 
which is little enough to keepe a Chriſtian in ſound comfort 
and inward peace; he hath no heart with ſuch anxterte and 
| careto looke unto his heart: hee doth not ſo often and ſe- 
| riouſly thinke upon his thonghts,holding it the lait and leaſt 
of a thouſand cares. But every cluld of God certainely makes 
it his chiefeſt care, and one of his greateſt Chriſtian tolles, to 
{ zuard his heart, and guide his thoughts. Hee followes 1n 
ſome good meaſure (by his praftice) that holy conſell of 
| Salomon, Prov.42.3. eAbove all watch and ward, keepe thine 
| heart. The word 1n the original is borrowed from the affaires 
of Warre. Letus imagine a Citie not onely begirt witha 
Rraight and dangerous fiege of cruell and bloud-thirttie ene- 
maes, but alſo within infeſted with lurking { amawottoners, 
and traitors to the State; how much, doe you thinke, would 
it ſtand that City upon,with all vigilanepolicte, to itand up- 
on 1ts guard tor prevention of danger? Iris jutt fo with the 
heart;znot onely Satan 1s ever waiting opportunitie, to throw 
in his fiery darts, and fenſualt Obje&ts from abroad , like 
falſe $1n9ns to infinuate them{elves; bur alſo, itfeeles. (to its 


bowels. The tender conſcience of a true Chriſtian 1s very 
ſenſible of all this danger z and by his owne experimentall 
and practicall knowledge, hee1s acquainted with the man 

breaches and deſolations made in the ſoule, both by theſe 
open enemies, and ſecret Rebels; and therefore furnyhech 
himſelfdaily with much holy wiſedome and watchfulneſle; 
with 54 caddy and dexteritie 1n this great ſpirituall affaire 


this his ſanttified and Chriſtian wiſedome in governing his 
thoughts, 1n theſe foure points. | 
In a timely diſcoverie and wiſe defeatement of Satans 
ftratagems and policies; whether hee deale by ſuggeſtions 
| raiſed from the occaſions, and advantages of his temper and 
naturall conſticution;of his temporall itate,either happineſſe 
or contempt zot his infancie,or growth;weaknes, or ftrength 
in Chriſtianitie : of the condition of his calling, companie, 
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much vexation) many rebellious ſtirrings within its owne | 


of gnarding and guiding his heart. W e may take a view of 


place | 
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place where he lives, or the like : Or whether hee come ad- 
dreſt with his owne more fearefull. immediate InjeQions ; 
which he ſomerimes preſents 1n his owne likeneſle. As when 
hee caſts into the Chriſtians mind, diftruſts and doubts a- 
bout the truth of heaven, and of divine and heavenly truth ; 
concerning the certainetie and being of all that Majeftie and 
glory above, for ſuch thoughts as theſe, are ſometimes offe- 
red tothe moſt ſanctified ſoule; Bernardcalls them,territulia 
de fide, horribili4 de drvimtate.” But marke heere the carriage 
ot Gods Childe, hee doth not wraſtle with theſe bell-bred 
thoughts,he ſets not his naturall reaſon upon themztor thece 
perhaps would follow inclinations to Arheitme, deſperate- 
nefle 1n ſinning,and other fearetul.conſ{cquents:but at the vye- 
ry firlt approch, abandons and aboomnnates them tothe very 
pit of hell whence they came zhe prayes,repents,and 1s hum- 
bled by them, and thence cleerely ſecs they are none af-his; | 
and fo indeſpight of ſuch deviliſh malice, walkes on comifor- 
tably in his way to heaven. It Satan ſpeede not in this blacke 
ſhape; he at other times puts on the glory of an Angel ; and 
perhaps may bring 1nto his remembrance, even good echings, | 
but out of their due time, that: hee-may hinder hum 'of ſome 
greater good. As atthepreaching ofthe W ord, hee-may caſt 
into his minde unſeaſonably, godly meditations, that ſo he 
may diftraGt and deprive him of the bleſſugs ot a profirable 
hearer : Ar the time of Prayer,he may fill his head with holy 
inſtructions, that ſo-he may coole his tervencie, and bereaye 
him of the benefit of ſo blefſed an exerciſe.-W ith theſe, and a 
thouſand moe ſuch like vexations i 1s thoughts, the Child 
of God is ſore troubled and much exerciſed. 

Secondly, another branch of ſpirituall wiſedome in-watch- 
ing over his thoughts, is bulied aboutthoſe intull pleaſures, 
which upon the remembrance of his former- old 1niquittes. 
may retntec the ſoule. For a man may commut the ſame in 
a thouſand times, by renewing the pleaſures of it in his 
thoughts. Thoughche att be patt, yet as otcen as the-minde 
runnes ove&the paſſages and circumffaices of the fame fanne, | 
with the ſame delight; ſoofcen the foule 15. polluted with a 
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' ſings upon his former ſinnes, to this good end, that hee may 
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new ftaine,and laden with 'more guiltinefle. Whercas there- 
fore the ſenſuall ſweetnefle of a mans beloved {ms , hath be- 
fore his calling,got ſuch ſtrong hold and haunt 1n his aftecti- 
01s, that it will be till afterward with baits & allurements, 
{olliciting even the renewed heart, if nottothe iteration of 
the groſſe aR;yet at leatt to enjoy 1t1n thought : it doth very 
much behoove the Cl1ld of God, to be warie and watehtuil 
in this point. If he remitbutalittle of his heat of zeale againſt 
ſin, and fervencie of his firſt loye; or grow regardleſle of his 
thoughts, it willpreſently gather power and opportunitie 
for re-entrie; Heere then1s the toyleandtryall of Chriſtian 
wiledome and watchfulnefls over the thoughts. If when the 
foule pleaſures of former ſins bee repreſented unto the mind, 
hee hath either learned toſmocher themat their firit ſtealing 
into the heart, by oppoſing againſt them a contideration of 
the many wounds, and much waſte they have formerly | 
made in'his foule : Orelſe by his growth and {ſtrength in 
grace, beable to looke backe upon them without delight,to 
retaine them onely for renewing repentance, and to ditmiſſe | 
them with loathingand deteftation; Full {weete 1s the com- 
fort, and great the happineſle of that Cbriltian, who hath his 
corruptions ſo-farre mortified, and the remiſſion of his finnes | 
fo ſurely ſealed unto him ; that. the thoughts of his former 
pleaſing finaes can neither tickle him mich delight and new 
deſire, nor affright him with* horrour. For the one,0 (faith 
blefled eA»/tiz in his Confeſſions) whar all 1 retwrne nnto 
my grarions God, that 1 an now looke my finnes inthe face, aud |. 
not bee affraid ? Bur heere the wiſeſt Chriſtian may be eaſily 
plunged over head andeares into one of Satans moſt deceit- 
tull depths,except he be very, warie : For in the ſolitarie mu- 


—— 


utterly grow outof love with them, and further loath them; 

Satan 1s ever ready (for both his craft and malice are end- 
lefle) ſecretly to adde tinder te the fire of his affetion, ſo to 
inflame him with freſh love and liking of that finne, which 
at thattime he moſt 1 and hath 'ever grefiteſt reaſon 
to abhorre, And the tide of affections being once en foote 


towards 
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-owards an old pleaſing finne + It 15 a great meaſure of grace 
muſt top the torrent of them. In watching therefore over 
| the thoughts, the brighteſt eye of ſpirituall wiſedome hath 
| neede tO ? ntend this point, to defcrie this depth. - 
| + Thirdly; another ſpeciall care the Child of. God hath 1n 
guarding the heart, 'c to baniſh and keepe Onr idleneſle, va- 
nirie of mind, melancholy,worldly ſorrow, inward fretting, 


evill defires, wandring luſts, wiſhes without deliberation, 
| and ſuch like, He holds 2 waking and jealous ey£ OVer thoſe 


f-om the fountaine and rootes of originall corruption;zwhich 
the tate of mortalitie never (affers to be utterly plucked up, 
-nd dried away in this life: He knowes ful well,if cheſe yorg 
Cockatrices be not cruſhed while they are in hatchiBg3, that 
is, 16 wandrin and wicked rhoughts bee not. &ifled. when 


| they beginto ſtrre 6-{ in the mind,they Will firſt envenome 


afFeRions ; the 
(like wild horſes) will caxty man beadlong intoa world of 
wickednefle. Above all, hee makes: ſure ever £obavein rea- 


— 


many baires and lures, which fpring and fprout eftſoones | 


dinefle and at hand, preſervatives and counter-poprons a- 
gainſt the baites of thoſe three grand empoiloners, ? luſt of | 
the flefb, the luft 0 the eyes, axd the pride 0 life. There. are theſe | 
maine obje&ts, about which eſpecially aAtuall concupiſcence 
is finfully exerciſed,riches, pleaſures, honours © ifheonce let | 
his thou wekepe about any of thele with immoderate de- | 
fire and delight, 
— ——; and covetouſneſle begets uſurie, oppreſſion, 
inclofure, buying andſellin offices and dignitics,. grinds 
the faces of the poore, and at oufand moe milchietes : It de- 
| youresali naruralland honeſt affe&ions,and turnes them in- 
\ ta earth; it makes kindred, friends, acquaintance, content- 
| greedy humour: Nay At makes a man 
to: condemne. himſelte body and ſoule for this tranfirone 


{ traſh. Pleaſuresinflamge luſtyan, lult.ſo-emaſculates all the 


is gone. For 10 riches will bring foorrh |, 
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| filthy jeſts,del:ght in playes,and hateful pictures, beſides ma- 
Hy ny other ſecrerand tearetull abominations, not to be Concei.. | 
| ved without horrour, much lefle to bee named. Honours | 
| breede ambition, and ambition bids the foule fpeake unto a | 
2 man, inthe languageof Neroes mother; Occidar mods imp | 
»es : Bee ſomebodie 1n the world while thou ſtayeſt heere,, | 
theughlT lye in the flames of hell everlaftingly hereafter. 
Deeply then doth it concerne every true Chriſtian with jea- 
| louhe and trembling, narrowly to watch and obſerve the 
firſt and ſecret motions of the heart; leſt he ſhould unawares 
be wofully caught, and enſnared in that blacke and accurſed 
 chaine:: the firſt linke of which, growes out of naturall cor- 
ruption, and the laſt reacherh the height of finne, and depth 
| ofhell: We may ſee foure linkes of it : James 1.14,15 .about 
| the breeding of fin: and other foure, Heb.3. about 1ts giowch 
| andperfe&tion. Firſt, an idle finfull chought begins to draw, 
| asit were, the heart aſide from the-preſence and conliderati- 
on of God Almightie, to a light and ſurvay of the plea- 
| ſures of finne; Secondly, it having, as it were, the heart by it 
ſelte,; puts ona bait; allures andentiſes, holding a conference | 
| and parley with the! will, about 'the ſweeteneſle of plea- 
ſures, riches, honours, glory, and ſuch like. Thirdly, the will 
accepts of the motion, conſents, plots, and torecaſts for the | 
| accompliſhment, the affeQions adde heate and Rrength, the 
heart travels with iniquitie z and;{o. at length by the helpe of 
opportunirie, linne is brought foorth. If you looke upon the 
Originall in Saint Zames, you will eahly gather theſe foure 
degrees. Now further,by often iteration of the act of finning 
with delight and cuſtome; the heart is hardeved; ſo that no 

| terrour ot judgement, nor promiſe of mercie will enter. Se- 

| condly, it becomes an evill heart, and 1s wholly turned into 


\finne, it drinkes iniquitie like water, and feedes upon it, 

as the Horſeleech on corrupt bloud. Thirdly,it growes an un- | » 

faithfull heart, and then a man begins toſay within himlelte, 

| there is no God atleaftin reſpebi of providence, and care o- 

ver the world, and executions of judgement upon ſinners : 

| he bids him depart from bim; and ſayes to him, 7 deſire not the 
| knowleage ( 


; 


| fee in what danger he is that gives way unto his firſt ſfanfull 


| brace all the motions of Gods Spirit, warranted and gro 
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knowledge of thy wayes; Who is the «Almighty, that' I ſhould 
ſerve him ? Or what profit ſhould I have , if 1 ſhould pray unto 
him ? Fourthly, followes an utter falling away from God, 
grace, and all goodnefle, without all ſ{cnſe, checke, or re. 
morſe of finne, | $0 and his moſt accurſed ftate; and fo 

1mmediately from this height of -finne 1nto- the / fierceft 
flame and loweſt pit of hell. For ifthe firitdegree deſerve e- 
ternall death z what confuſion muſt befall this Babell 2 You 


motions. vn {eh : &7 
Laſtly, a og imployment of holy wiſedome in 
guarding the tho in giv] 
rit : and in furniſhing and ſupplying the minde wath ſtore of 
profitable and godly meditations. For as unregenerate-men 
but ſupprefle gractous ftirrings and inclinations to godly for- 
row, repentance & ſinceritiezas though they were tentations 
to preciſenes:ſo contrarily Gods child labours by all meanes 
to ſtoppe the. way to the frlt Gnnetull {cnſuall thoughts ; bur 
alwates deſires, with fpectall humilice and xeverence,toim- | 
un- 
ded in his Word : Hee dearely and highly eſteemes them, 
cheriſherh and feedes them with fparituall joy, and thanke- 
fulneſſe of heart, with Prayer; Meditation, and Praikice. -For 
if a manbegin once to bee neglective of godly-motions, by 
little and little he grieves the Spirit; atlength 
1t; atlaſt he is in danger of defpiling it; 1t not-by profet- 
fion and diretly, yet mn his practice, . and-by an indirect op- 
polition, un (landering and perfecuting {pirituall graces 1n 
Gods Children. Beixdes this worthy care/ of entertaining 
and nouriſhing good motions, hee 1s providentto gather 


and treafure up ſtore of matter and heavenly buſineftes, 
NE of amindedlet char able pow. 


for the contuwail ex 
er of: his '{oute; ſhould bee raken-up-with tratiles and /vant- 
tie, feede upon earth z or weare arid-waſte 1t {elfe with barren 


| 


ughts, 1s ſpent1n giving a wiſe and humble | 
entertainement unto the your motions of Gods bleſſed Spis | 


give commonly cate paſſage to plealing! worldly choughts , 


he-qucncherh 


and luwpiſhmelancholy. Hee is much grieved and ane? 
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ifthefndat any time his heart carried away with tranftorte 
delights, carnall and unprofitable thoughts ; or his munde 
mutmg impertinently, and gazing upon the painted and va- 
mſhing glory of the world : Eſpecially fith there 1s ſuch 
plenritutt aridiprecious choice: of .beſt meditations, obvious 
to every-Chriſtian; ableto fillwithendlefle contentment all 
the underſtzndings of menand Angels for ever. As the 1n- 
comprehentible gtorioulſneſle of God, 1n the infinite beautie 
of his owne 1mmediate Majcttie, and lacred attributes; 1n 
his W ord and workes ; 1n his judgements and mercies;in h1s 
Charch and Sacraments.” The mxraculoutneſle of our Re- 
demprion, and all the "comfortable and glorious paflages 
thereof. The great mytterie of godlineſle , the power of 
grace, trade oft Chriftianitie , and courſe of ſanctificationy 
matter of ſweeteſt contemplation. -Concerning/our. 1elves, 
there:is to bethought uponall the aftazres ot our calling, the 
particulars, perplexities, 'and caſes'of conſcience incident 
unto-them, Gur preſent vileneſle, and fearctull mfirmicies ; 
the miſeries and trailtie of this lite; the traines of Satan, the | 
terrours of hell ; that great pudgement even.at hand.'-In onr 
ſpirituatlſtate,how to preterve ourfirſt love, elcape relaples, 
grow-1n grace,” keepe/a good confcience, come to heaven. 
And when the eye of our underſtanding 1s dazled with thoſe 
highercontiderations, 'or wearied with theſe 1nteriour ; it 
might refreſh ir ſeltewnth the ſpeculative fruition of many 
invalible comforts; with varietie of heavenly chings, concer- 
ning the jmmortalitie of our foules, the large promiſes of 
everlaſting bleſſedneſle, of the glorious riting againe of our 
bodies, the joyes and reſt of Gods Saints above; and that 
which 1s the Crowne and concluſion of all; our: owne moſt 
certaine bliflefull ftate of happinefle andeternitic 1n the ſe- 
cond world, If men had grace and comfort to enlarge their 
hearts to ſuch meditations astheſe 5 whatroome wouldthere 
bee for earthly mindednefle, vanities and impercinencies; 
much leſle for proud; ambinons;coverous, lufttull, envious, 
and revengetu thoughts 2: - +YO& ) a5; 1f.9 44 $- - 
Thus far of the care and conſcience of the true Chriftiangin 
watching | 


| 


had 


| 
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| 


| the grofle 7 axed, therefore I would rather fay, that in 
'0 


| by ſome oppoſite conceit of tropger/ worldly comtort z a- 


| 


| by companie.,, pleaſures, -and joyfull accidents; compoſed 


| that eſpecially as apeareth by Davia, Plalme 37. and 73. 
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 marke of differegce from all ſtates of unregeneration:tor the 
' regenerate only keepe the laſt Commandement;which rectt- 
fies the inward mor1ons of the heart. ' - - + | 
Now laftly in a fourth place, andim a word ; Gods childe: 
1s diſtinguiſhed for the formall bypocrite, ta reſpe&t of the? 
ifue of his thoughts. YI”: 
The moſt comfortable and ſanRified ſoule, 1s never 1n 
{uch perperuall ſerenitie, but that it is ſometimes as tt were 


W hule this fleſh 1s upon 1t, 1t ſhall be ſorrowtfull ; and while 
1t 15 1n this vale of teares, it muſt mourne. There 1s not an 
heart ſo ſweetly and refolvedly compoſed for heaven; bur 
is ſometimes cifletled with thoughts of indignation: And 


when follie 1s fer m great excellencte; when men neither 
of worth, conſcience, or ingenuite; are advanced to high 
roomes, domincere inthe world, and :mperiouſly. inſulr 0- 


{elves 1n freſh pleatures and honours like greene Bay trees; 
when thoſe have their eyes ſtanding out: for 'tatneſle , 
more then heart can wifh z to whom pride and anfolencie 
are as a chaine, and who are covered with prophaneneſle 
and crueltie, as with a garment. Bur- heere marke thei ditfe- 
reace : Diſcontentfull diſcourſes in the mind of che tormall 
hypocrite, either breake out into. deſperate concluſions, and 
tearefull horrour, although this be bue ſeldome” (for com- 
monly this kind of unregenerate man lives flquriſhingly,and 
dyes farrely inthe eye of the world;) exemplanie,and irreco- 
verable deſpaire 4n this life, 'doth ofrneſt befall either the 
notorious ſunner, the meere civill honeſt man, or eſpecially 


— — 


him ſuch difcontentfull debatementsy are either-appeaſed 


bandoned. by entertainemenr of outward murth'z diverted 


watching over and guiding hischoughts ; which is a ſpeciall | 


over-clouded with dumps of heavinefle; aud inwardlydif-} 
quieted with its owne motions, or the ſuggeſtions of Saran. | 


ver finceritie z when the wicked proſper, ind{pread them. | 


AL hs ah 


by | 


—— Me — 


154 


_ OTC 


| more lively exerciſe of taith, gracious ſpeeches, and many 


| thatin David, a man of ſingular experience in ſpirituall af- 


| confliit in his owne heart with 
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by. worldly 'wiſedome - or the like. But heavie-hearted 
thoughts in Gods Childe, though for a while (not utterly | 
without ſome aſperſion of diftrult) tretcang and diſcontent, | 
yet commonly at length being mungled with faith, and ma- 
'naged with ſpirituall wiſedomcgby the grace of God,breake | 
out into. fairer lightnings of comfort, greater heate of zeale, | 


I CO 


DO — 


Ad 
—. 


bleſſed reſolutions. I will but'onely give one 1nftance, and 


faires. 7x 
Looke the beginnings of the 62. and 73. Plalmes,and you 
ſhall inde Dawidto have beenc ina heavie dumpe, and fore | 
ſtrong tentations unto impa- 
tiency. Herecounts the flue of the diſpute with himſelfe, in 
the beginnings of theſe Plalmes,7er ſaith he inthe 73.tor all 
this God #5 good unto Iſrael ; even tothe pure in heart. Inthe 62. 
Yet let divels and men rage and combine, yer my /oule keepeth 
felence unto God, of him conmeth my ſalvation, &c. His many | 
wrongs,vexations and 1nd1 gFuries, together with the impla- | 
cable malice, and impotent infulcations of his adverſaries, 
had no donbt alittle-before much runne 1n his minde. Ler us 
conceiveſach as theſe to have been his thoughts;and that thus 
or 1n the like manner, he communed and conterred with his 
Royall ſclte.- | ; 
Lord, thinkes he with himfelfe;l have with loweſt humi- 
{ litie,and uprightneſle of heart reſigned mine owne ſoulc;nay 
I have vowed and reſolved that my Crowne and Scep- 
| ter, my Courtand whole kingdome, ſhall forever be ſer- 
viceable to my gracious God, and that great Majeſtie above, 
My minde is never truely pleaſed and joyfull ; but when ics 
gazing and meditating upon the excellent beauty of his 
ona Being; upon his bottomleſle efle, and immea- | 
urable greatnefſe. His Word and ſacred lawes are better and 
dearer unto mee, then thouſands of gold and filver. Hig 
Saints upon earth are onely my ſolace, and their finceritie 
the delightof mine heart, For miue innocency from thoſe 
1mputations which are charged upon mee,l dare appeale un- 


—_ ee 


to 
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tothe ſtricteſt Tribuna'l of heaven. Why then, how comes 
it to paſſe, that I am become a ſpedacle of diſgrace and con- 
jp to heaven and earth, to Men and Angels, to Gods 
ple,and that which grieves me more, to Gath and Arhelon ? 
S$axl, for all the ſervice I havedone to him, and to the State, 
hunts me up and downe like a Partridge 1n the mountaines. 
Dogged Doeg, hee hath intormed againſt eAbimilech for 
releeving mee ;zand ſo cauſcd the ſacred bloud of foureſcore 
and five Prietts to be ſpilt as water upon the ground. Malice 
and furie drive mee into the wildernefle (tor Lyons and Ty- 
gers are more mercitull, then madded and enragedprophan- 
neſle,) but there the barbarous Ziphwmes have betrayed mee 
to the Kings; I am railed u 


ence and converſation (chat were tolerable,) but even Prin- 
ces, and thoſe thar fit in the gate ſpeake againſt me. Not on- 


men, with authoritie and imperioutneſle carry in tryumph 
my diſtreſſed and forſaken innocency. Nay, and that which 
is the complement of m1terie and difcomfort ; mine owne fa- 
miliars,with whom I have many times ſweetly and ſecretly 
conſul-ed, they have alſo deceived me, as a brook: ; and as the 
riſing 4 rivers, they are paſſed away. But marke now the 
ifue of this conflict, and 1award diſpute with humfelfe. Had 
a notorious finner beene m theſe ftraites, perhaps hee would 
have burſt out into deſperate conclutions and furious at- 
tempts. Hada Papiſt beene heere, he would preſently have 
had recourſe unto the /eſietes , tellowes whach are by defi- 
nition refined and tublimated Friers, compoled all of fre, 
bloud and gunpowder;infpired by the pewers of darknefle, : 
with a tranſcendent rage againtt Gods truth, ſworn ſolemn- 
ly in the blackeft contiftory of Hell to the death of Kings, 
Jefolation of States, combuſtion of the whole. Chrifthan 
world, and deftruRion of infinite foule. Theſe men woald 
preſently have addreft ſome bloudy and apr we villaine | 
| witha knife, poyſon or gunpowderto have killedthe King, 
| and fo have blowne up Sw and all his Court: Had a for- 
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not onely by baſe and 
worthlefſe companions, by tcllowes of proſticuted conſci- | 


ly drunkards make ſongs and jetts upoi mee, buteven great 


— 


mm —_— 


4 diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 1. uy 


——_— cc. 


; "KIA mall 


bn — 


Jn" 


W—C 


' 156 


IV. 


# 
: 
: 
. 
, 
. 


| 
| 


| 
| 


A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 2 


— — _ —— 


——m— 


mall hypocrite bezne in this caſe, ſeeing theſe croſſes and mi- 
ſeries befall him; hee perhaps would have preſently recoy- 
led from theſe courſes of oppotition , though 1n a good 
cauſe, cloſed with ſome great man 1a the Court, and caſt 
himſelfe 1nto the current of the time. But marke D4w:as | 


| carriage 1nthis point : his noble heart, like a glorious Sunne, 


, 
: 


' 
| 
| 
| 


| 


breakes thorow theſe clouds, and ſtormes of inward trou- 
bles, theſe ſtrong tentations to 1mpatiency and diſcontent; | 
hee puts on more ſtrength of faith and patience, and ſhines 
brighter in all ſpirituall graces; mee thinkes he reacherh the 
very Meridian of all Chriſtian comfort and high reſolution, | 
For as you may {ee 1n the forecited 62. Plalme: He doth not 
onely fortifie his owne heart with unconquerable confi- 
dence in Gods proteQion; but alſo with an holy triumph, 
inſults over the infolencies of his adverſaries, and already 
waſheth his princely feere in the blowdof the wicked, Hee tels 
them, they {hall be ſlaine every mothers ſonne of them, and 
that, in fearefull and horrible manner : As if a man ſhould 
come upon the backe of a rotten and tottering wall, and 
with great ſtrength and fury puſh it downe : even fo, when 
they were moſt ſwelled with pride and prophanenefle, the 
| wrath and vengeance of God, ſhould like a fierce tempeſt 
| and whirle-wind, ſeaze ſuddenly upon them, and hurle them 
out of their place. | 
Now inthe fourth place I am to tell you, that the Word 
f God is not ſeated with a ſanGtified ſoveraigntie, or 
ſoundly planted by its ſaving power in the aftetions ofthe 
formall hypocrite, which is the hearer reſembled unto the 
ſtorie ground, 
| That nobleſt and higheſt power, the underſtanding part 
| of the ſoule, as it is immateriall, and more abRracted; fo its 
\opprations and ftirrings are more- immanent and inviſible, 
acted with leſſe noiſe and notice; and therefore by conſe- 
quent afford markes of diſtinRtion (in the point I prolong 
| not fully ſo ſealible to ourſelves, or cafily obvious and dif- 


| cernable to the Chriſtians eye, (for unregenerate men are 


| mecre ſtrangers to ſuch diſcretions and acknowledge- 
ments), 
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| 


| or at beſt;the iſlues and weaker produftions of ate 
\ faith,they are not ſo deeply implanted in the heart, withthas | 
| 
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ments) as our affteQ ions, and attions. | "| 
Our afteCtions in their exerciſes, and employments, bein 
much mingled with matter and materiall objects, and orig- 


nally a&tuated with life and motion, from the heate and agi- 


tations of the heart, are naturally mere aGtive and flirring; | 
and ordinarily repreſent more tecling and viſible umpreſſi- | 


ons, both to our owne ſenſe and obſervation of others. Marke 
therefore I pray you with reverence and conſcience the dit- | 
ferencing markes betweene the power of fanctification,and 

formall profeſſion which ſpring thence. 
Some good affettions even 1n relation to fſpirituall 
things, and the affaires of heaven, are incident unto,and may | 
bee tound in the ſtate of formall hypocrifie 3 which _y 
$ 


times doe not onely dazel and deceive the eyes of the worl 


obſervation but alſo. ſtrengthen and encourage a falſe con-'| - 


ceite of a ſound eſtate cowards God ; and a good (though 
groundleſe) opinion about the high and important point of 
a mans owne ſalvation. But being onely butthe effets and 
excellenctes of a more 1ingenuous and well bred. difpolition, 


univerſalitie, finceritie, and rootednefle; which Gods ſan- 


Aifying Spirit is wont to worke upon thoſe foules, wherein x 


it dwels. Neither are they ſeafoued and enlyved with that 


aged aight of ſaving grace,which ſhould gurde and con |, 


act their maine current, and refolved purpoſes, with cheer- 

fulneſk and true heartedneſſe, to the advancement of Gods 
glory, the enlargement of Chrifts Kingdome, the refrcſh- 
ment_ and ſupport of zeale and forwardnefle; which are 
ſtrangely indiſgrace and diſcountenance with the world at 
this day. | 

They are ſuch as theſe ; F 

Reverence, and a reſpeCttfull obſervation of Gods 
meſſengers. Of which there be two ſorts : 1. Some are like | 
thoſe falſe Prophets, Ezech, 13. there you ſhall have'their 
CharaGter : who out of their owne divinitie and- lying 
viſions, cry peace peace unto the conſciences: of \unholy 
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men, when there is no peace towards, but vengeance and 

horrour 1s their naturall portion; apply lenitives and cor- 

dials to the ranking and feſtred ſores of carnall hearts, 

whereas, by the holy rales of that great Art of ſaving ſoules, 

the cure rather requires Corroſives and Cauterizations ; for 

want of Conſcience or courage, appland and fecure the 

great Oaes of the world, inthe unbleſſ:d ſunſhine of their 

outward glory, and unſanttified greatneſle ; whereas ſnares, 

fire and brimftone, and ftormie tempeſt 1s ready to be rained 
upon their heads, and upon the: hairie-ſcalpe of every one, 

| whach goes on-in hisfinnes. Who, in ſtead of ftriking home 

{ unto the heart of prophaneneſk, with a powerfull and parti- 
cular application of that two edged ſword, ſow pillowes un- 
der mens elbowes, with the unpiercing ſmoochneſle of their 

generall heartleſſe diſcourſes; againft the current of divine 
teauth , and concurrent experience of all that ever went to 
heaven, enlarge the itraighter gate, and ftrow the way to life 
with Violets and Roſes, delicacics and pleaſures;teede many 
hollow hearts with falſe hopes, fill the cares of fooles with 
ſpirituall flatteriesz and many times fearcfully flouriſh over 
wich cheir untempered morter of all mercie, the crying fins 
| of the time, and plauſible cruelies of great men, Laftly, who 
mixing with their heavenly meſſages, the prophane parciall 
iſtempers of their owne angry paſſtons, and cheir parcicu- 
lar miſconceits of the wayes of God, make {ad the hearts of 
the righteous and fincere Proteſlors, whom the Lord hath 
not made ſab;by a proudintraſion intothe Throne of God, 
| cenſure their hearts; and many timzs audacioully proctaime 
thoſe to bee hypocrites, hard hearted, tooprecile, or the like, 
whom the Majeſtie, and-mercifull Tribunall of God, the 
| Word of life and truth, thzir owne canſciences, and the mu- 
tuall acknowledgments of diſcerning Chriſtians acquit 
and juftifie : but towards the wicked and Good-fellowes, as 
they call chem, they doe not onely put off ſuch paſſions, and 
 peremptorinefſe ; but for their ſake and fecuritie, they even 
bereave the ſword of the Spirit of its edge, finne of its ſting, 
| the Law of its ourſe, that dreadtull day of terror, hell of dam- 


nation, 
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| nation and God of kis juſtice: by bleſſing where heecurles;' 
and promiſing a Crowne of. life to carnall livers+ They 
ſtrengthen ({aith the Prophet) the bands of the wicked, that 
hee ſhould not returne from his wicked way, by pronuſing brim \ 
life. For wantofex 1n rhe mytteries offin- | 
 ceritie (outof a fretting indignation againſt the fxithfulnefle | 
of cheir ers KR of the Saints; or 
attering of tome lying 'Spiric) they many erthes | 
 ſpeake buy) pleaſing things-ro thoſe hearrs';\ which 
are {o-farre from-being enkindled with: kindly vale, and 
the fire of the fameot God, that they lye frowand infeas 
of gall and bitterneſſe againſt grace, and. godly:men. Foe” 
you muſt know, that the comman conceit of theſe mem i 1s! 
that civill honeſt men are uvrhettate of grace, 'and format} 
profeſiowrs: very forward, and withour'exception: bur"true 
| Chriſtans de are Puricanes, Irregularutts;exorbitants; 
rranſcendemts to that ordinary putch.ot tarmalipierie; which! 
intheiecarnall comprehenfions, they hold-high ann ey for 
heaven. They atherconcerthem to bohypoeraeegtbſo the 
only objects for theexerccofcheir iattoycrityane | 
the terrours ray" elte chough'the Lord: may ar laſt pay- 


ll 


don perhaps their ſingularities, and exceiſes.of zeale z' yer' try | 
the mcane time they di{-fweeren, and vexe: the cotiforng an | 
glory: of chis; life le wich much unneceflary frilhnctls abS 4 


bridgement. - 25:1) ud #12:dou bop 3!97221% 
Nowef livthers, ach Prophets ak-thee, eſpe efpeciatſy, are | 


the onely men- with the. formalbhypoeritep exadly* herd; 
and futable to his humour; For howſoevey they ma 


| times declumeboy fter 
minatians,;and that is we -no: ito, 
ONE O—_ of formalme:amt wy mr bas 
ther ſecrothy and filently-encourage tum, *ro uport 
| chat ſandy toundarion, then. helpe toxdraw- kin torwird to 
otChrrftiaancis. 
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they may bee able to fit, and fijruilh his caroued | 
ding wi affected excel{encies of eſÞ inver 
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| or ſomerhing ©o divide betweene the ſonle and the {| virit, the 


| joynts and the marrow,and therefore their vifions to him are 
| vilions of peace; he bleſſs himſelfe 1n his heart, and hopes to 
| be ſaved as wellas chepreciſeſt, 
| .. Hence jt is;thatche carreat of his beſt pleaſed affeRions 
| runne that way, and he heartily loves the miniſtery of thoſe 
| men, becauſe 1t heales the wounds of his Conſcience, if any 
be, with ſweete words ; ſuffers him to walke on merrily, and 
' fearele(ly towards the plagues of hell; and is content hee bee 
| damned without any contradiftion. Neither doth hee onely 
 entertaine into his owne thoughts, this powerlefle, ſpecula- 
tive, man-pleaſing preaching, with ſpeciall acceptation and 
| reverence:but alſo openly applauds it in his proteſtations, & 
ordinary cenſures,, with extraordinarie attributions and ad- 
maration. : Eſpecially if 1t. be gilded over, and ſet-ourt with 
| gallantneſſe-of a&tion, pompe of words , exquiſiteneſle of 
e, elaborateneſſe of ſtile, ambition of quocations, wit- 
tull luxuriances of or om wk affe&ed oftenta- 
tions of pre of: wit, varietie of reading , skilt in 
congues, —catonanelh of conceit, happineſle. of memory, 
rareneſle of invention, and ſuch other humane artificiall ac- 
| ceſſions. An inviſible, un-ambitious , and conſcionable uſe 
| and exerciſe of which helps (fo farre as they may be ſanti- 
| fiedly. behoofefull, and; ſeaſonably contributary to that 
{ greateſt and nobleſt buſineſſe under the Sunne,the worke of 
the Miniftery , with beſtexaftneſle can poſſibly bee had) I 
require andreyerencein the meſſengers ot God : for I would 
| have the worke of the Lord, honoured with all ſuffictencies 
attaineable by the wit and art of man; or grace of God ſo 
that they be facrificed and ſubordinate to his glorie, ſanttt- 
fied _ foule of the:owner, and ſalvation of thoſe that 
heare him : and not in a baſe and mercenary manner, with a 
boiſterous viſible pompe, enthralled and made ſerviceableto 
{-4 che now raigning fearetull ſoule-murthering -linne of 
| preaching. 5 2rtl triton ont as Glas ft 
pf But ſound the depth and diſpoſition, aske the ſenſe and 
reſolution of the Chriſtians heart in the preſence point, nd 
2 | - nee. TOLgL 


— —_ — - 
> $—_ ” 2 _— «- —_- 


| 


A Diſconrſe of rrue happineſſe. | 


though wee bee bound to reyerence: with'proportionable 
akiinelle, the graces of Gods Spirit, whether generall 


or ſpeciall, whereſoere wee finde them ; and hold it a part | 
of religious ingenuitie, to:honour commendable parts in | 
whomloever; yet _—_ (1 appeale-ro the experit 
and conſcience of Gods:Uhildren) 48 feeles/aridvacknow- | 
ledges 1t felfe more ſoundly comforted; and truely Chrifti- | 
anized, that I may ſo. ſpeake, by one Sermon woven and { 
wrought out of a feeling ſoule by the ſtrength of meditati- | 
on; ſpiritually ſchooled 1n the experimencall pafſages ofthe 
wayes of God,ſecrers of ſanctification, and methods of Sa- 
tan; ſupported and finewed by the true, naturall, and neceſ- 
{ary ſenſe of the Word of life 5 mannaged with the powerful 
incomparable eloquence. of 'Scripturez and enforced with 
che ey:idence and power ofthe Spurit ; than with a world of 
generall, commor-place, declamatoric :ditcourſes,*workes 
onely of memory and reading ; not compoſitions, as is com- 
monly conceived, of true ang judicious learning z ſpent ma- 
ny times unprofitably in the generalitics, and umpertinen- 
cies of ſpeculative Drvinitie, without that Orthotomy; and 
particular 1nfiouation into-the:; hearts ' and 'confriences of 
men; hunting after anaccurſed commendation, witly ſelfes | 
pleaſing conceits, in the weartlome mazes of an unſanRified | 
wit z though they ſhould bee ſtuffed with the flower and | 
quinteflence.of all the Arts, humanities, .Philoſophies ; and | 
conveyed untothe eare with the. Seraphica}l rongue of the 
highett,and moſt glorious Angel in heaven. So appreben- 
live,taſtefull, and holdfaft, 1s the ſpirituall hungrie ſoule of 
that kindly toode of .1mmortalitic. So dearely doth it pre- 
ferre one toule-learching periodof aconfionable Sermon, | 
before: the glorious care-plealing pompe of ati -humane elo- | 
LLEnce. | S37* 
y Some other Meflengers God hath, of a more noble na- | 
ture, and ſanctified ; Who with taithfulnefle and con- 
ſcience, with more holy and — "the 
power of mortifying grace, even ag | 
reat of their originall pride; ova the glory of him chat ſenr 
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bom ,'and-not: their -owney which 1s the trueſt marke of a 
[true Munifter, as/we have-teceived-it from the gracious lips 
of the Lord Iefus himiclfe, Jobn 7.18. who heartily conte- 
crate and addrefie: with much zealefull devorion, and a re- 
' ſolved Jutimolt ;all the powers , and poſſtb;lities of their 
loules, with their feverall acquifitions, and endowments, to 
| that heavenly trade of ſaving mens ſoules, and ſerting them 
, forward inthe way of life, as to: their proper and principall 
' aume and object. Who not without continuall godly jea- 
| loulie oyer: their: owne-1nfirmities, and. deceitfull hearts ; 
| Nay, many times, with much feare,andtrembling under the 
| dreadfull 1mportancy 'of their minitteriall charge , labour 
might and maine,topreſerve' themſelves pure, fo farre as it 
15 poſſible, from the bloud of all men, by keeping nothing 
backe, but ſhewingthem all the counſetl of God, which 1s 
revealed, unta; them tor: their-good 3 who by the grace of 
God, darc (it need be) telleven'/two Kings unto their faces, 
and all thezr-Countries, with foure hundred falſe prophets; 
that they are all tearefully and: foully tranſported, - and delu- 
ded wich alying ſpiritz and that:their reyatrics, greatheſk ' 
and bigh roomes ſhallneverbee«able to: priviledge; or pro-1 
tect them from the wrath of God, if they bee enemies to his | 
wayes; that confuſion and vengeance will bee the certaine 
conclutzon of all their imperious and boytterous 'braveries, 
if they will ne grace and perſecute his farchfull CAG- 
chaias. - Ina word, being ſenſible of the 'precioutitefſe 
and majeſtic of lacred truth, the' matter of their meſ- 
ſage,and of the horribleygile of ſpirituall bloudſhed, if chey | 
ſhould be negligent; or | '; \gird their ſwords up- 
ontheirthighs, xide-on becauſe of rhe Word of trutly,” and. 
quit themſelveslike themen of God; and who having their 
Ton = touched with a coale from the Altar, and No 
taught experimentally in the great myſtery of Grace;'deli- 
ver their embaſkies Gaink charhigheſt Majeſtie, with autho- 
ritie ang power; and not as the Scribes aud formall Doctors. 
For y6u-mult conceive; that befides mare general! minifte- 
| rial] ſufctencies, there is a kind of holy art, and particular 


heavenly | 
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call infinuation, into the conſciences of men z of working 
remorſe, and meditations of returne, upon miſ-led and ſen- 
ſuall ſoules, by a ſealonableapplicationof the Law ; of faire- 
ly wooing; and winning by little and little difaffeted 


heavenly wiſedome of winding 2 mans ſelfe with a prati- 
iN 


paſſions , unto the love. and pleafures of Gods wayes; of 


drawing bruiſed bearts and troubled fpirits, with a compaſ- 
fonate hand and feeling heart, untorhe Well of lite; of trai- 
ning up babes in Chriſt, in the neglected and unbeaten paths 
of Chriſtianicte, with ſpirituall inttructions, predictions,and 
caveats, for prevention and fafetie againit Sarans dangerous 
infidiations of fecuritie or horrour, formalitie or exerbi- 
tancies of zeale,&c. Vnto which, if the man of God doe not 
addreſſe his heart with uprightneſke, prayer, andreſolution ; 
hee ſhall never bee able. to purchaſe that comfort unto his 
owne foule, happineſle, or inexcuſablenefle to his auditorie, 
and that meaſure of glorie to his great Maſter 1n heaven; 


| which one employed in hs moſt immediate and deareſt ſer- 


vice, being the highett adyancemenr: that mortall creatures 
upon earth can be raiſed unto, ſhould;' and-38 botind to-de- 
fire. Admit a Phyſician to bee amwabſolute Ariſtoteliani, Ga- 
lienift, Anatomift, Herbaliſt, excellent in all ſpeculative 
accomplifhment of his Art; yer excepthe be furniſhed with 
x further ,dexteritie, and ed co take ſpeciall natice ofa 
mans conftitution;the' fe humour ;fretigth-of nature, 
gfowth of the diſeaſe, and otherparticular and perſonall cir- 
cumſtances, eek mag emu... - yin ſucceflefull cures; 
and thereafter proportion and apply his preſcriptions well 
may hee goe for a learned man, -but. with wiſe men: hee ſhall 
never winne.the reputation of a good Phyſician: Gwe mee a 
Minifter admirable for the profoundneſſe? and varietie 'of as 
much knowledge as you wilhterhim be as it werta gteedy 
Inclofer, an infatiable Monopolift of all kind» of learn 

both ancient and moderne, of poſitive, te le, 
Caſe-divinitie; with all other ſpeculations of thatholy Art), 


1ſfght ims the great myſterio of Godlinefie, .andinto the 
AS Bok NEE 2 FAST "iS MRSs +a ___ particu- 


yet, except he bee further Eantified wich an-expetimentall 
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particularities of that heavenly Science of ſaving ſoules; 
which (me thinkes) 1s the addition of a more ſpeciall fupe. 
riour vigour , that aRuating the generalities and contem- 
plations of Divinitie, gives life and foule unto our mi- 
nifteriall fun&tion; except hee deljre: with Conſcience to 
divide the Word of truth aright , and- zealouſly -endea- 
vour to apply himſelfe powertully to the various exy- 
gears of mens fſpirituall ſtates; well may hee carry a- 
way the credit of a great Scholler, and famous Preacher , 
with the greater part : but I doe not ſce how he ſhall ever 
bee able to purchaſe in the hearts and couſciences of diſcer- 
ning Chrittians , the honour and reverence of a good Pa- 
ftour. Amongit the reſt, one reaſon, why in this glorious 
Noonetide of peace and profeſſion, wee have ſo many Prea- 
chers, and little planting of grace, is, becauſe we have ſo few 
truely skilfull, and well ſchooled 1n the ſecret paſſages, and 
practice of that high and ſupernaturall Art of foule-ſaving. 
Becauſe the Word 1s not handled with that conſcience, fee- 
ling, and affeQtion; bur formally, and Frier-like : for ſelte- 
praiſe,and private ends. _ 

Now the ordinary conceite which unregenerate- men 
grncully entertaine of this ſecond fort of Gods Meflen- 


Ry 


gers, is the very ſame which was habituated 1n the heart of | 
18. | ethab againſt Elias and —_—_— of. thoſe prophane 


Princes againſt Jeremy; of ab againit eAmes; of 
Tertullus againſt. Pax; that they are troublers of Iirael, 
greflors of policy, unfit to prophe- 
fie at the Court,or in the Kings Chappell,peſtilent Fellowes, 
Seditioners, Factioniſts, borne onely to diſquiet the world, 
and vexe mens conſ{ciences. WW here by the way, let mee in a 
word ——_ and fortifie the fainting reſolutions of al faith- 


| 


| 


fal Miniſters, and true hearted Nathanaels, againſt the dif- | 


gracefull oppoſitions and plauſible cruelties of the times;by 
aſſuring them of the truth of this Principle, in the Schoole of 
Chritt, confirmed by infinite experiences : that, | 

In theſe dayes of ours,eſpecially which are ſtrangely pro- 
phane,& foods naught,in what man ſoever, = power 
0 


| 


— — 
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 {eaſonable preparative : though carnall cenceits 
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of grace, Graces of Gods Spirit, undaunted zeale, reſo- 
lute ſinceritie, are more working, eminent and markeable, | 


ordinarily;zthe more and more implacable,outragious,and in- 
flamed Oppoſites ſhall that man inde, whereſoere hee lives. 
But let him build upon it, hee is bound, and ought to binde 
the very utmoſt rage of the worlds baſeft infolencies, and 
indignities znay, were there _ upon him even whole 


far greater corrafives to generous ſpirits,and doe more nettle 
them, then any other outward ES or wrongs) deviſed by 
the exquiſiteſt malice, and with the bitterelt gall of us 
moſt enraged Adverfary;yert I fay,hee1s bound to biad them 
all as a Crowne unto hus head, and joyfally to fet, and fcale 
them with prayer and patience upon his heart; as ſomany 
glorious teſtimonies,and infallible aſſurances,not only of the 
nobleneſle of his courage in Gods cauſe, and eminency of 
zcale againſt the corruptions of the time, here upon earth : 
but alſo of a richer reward in heayen, and brighter crowne of 
unmortalitie. | . 
Buttothe point, to which I have thought thus | acru a 
oe com» 


monly out of a naturall diſconceitfullnefle, with much gall- 


{ctonable Miniſters; yer the: formall h ite figured un- 
to us by the ſtony ground , which 1 place 1n the higheſt 
ranke of unregenerate men, for ons attaineable un | 


that ſtate, may ſometimes in ſome ſort, even reverence the 
leremies, CMichaiahs, and lohn Baptiſts of the time; I meane 


erice, and courage, with power and demonſtration ofthe = 
rit; who lifting uptheir voice like atrumpet, dare, and 

tell the people their tranſgreſſions', and the houſe of Jacob 
their fins. In ſhort, who are not men-pleaſers in their Mini- 


ſtery; but the ſervants of Chriſt; which inthe ſenſe of the 


| Apoſtle, ſtand oppolite and diſtant with a trong everlaſting, 


and incompatible contradiftion. Bm 2c7- 
For the clearing then, agd reſolving the point,conceive the 


volumes of molt ſtinging invectives (and contumehies are | 


full antipathy, diſtaſte the ſincerity and powerfulnes of con- | 


thoſe men of God, which. deliver his meſſage with conſci- | 


different 


— 
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| vation of different excetlencies;'to an Ambatladour of God, 
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different grounds, and motives of this formall refp<& to 
godly Miniſters, which ſprings out of the {tony ground, and 
| may be found 1nan unregenerate man; and that hearty reve- 


the good and honeſbheart. 1b 
| the formall Hypocrite may reverence even Gods faich- 
fulleſt Meſſengers thaus,and tor ſuch cauſ-s as thefe : 

If he be but naturally of more noble and worthy inclina- 
| tions, towards the matchlefle fairenefle of the worchieſt 
truth; and ſaffer geaſorrtocarry:lrsaftettions, withourpre- 


even out of a morall congruitie, and grounds of common 
' ſenſe, that che moſt reſpectiull devorions, and addictions of 
| lus heart, are dueby right 'and; by a proportionable obſcr- 


eſpecially-ſlandtihed with holy abilities chereunto; as to the 
onely Angel upory earth, and nobleft creature under the 
Sunfiez and to thoſe fecrets of heaven, revealed: by the pow- 
 &r of his miaiſterie;z which are fo tranſcendent to: the. depths] 
of nature; and/all created mventions; thatthey raviſh even | 
| Angelicall underſtandings wath:extraordmary: admiration 
and longing. And truth 1s amiable toingenuous apprehen- 
fions, and (atthefirfta ochand1umpreſſion)poſleties them 
wiely a-ſecret lovely;rav: 


meat; but:1t/1t:bee mingled with 
viſible markesof majeſtie; and dyvineneſle;/ as Gods truth is, 
no marvell though-by ity ordinary: attrachiveneſle and na- 
tive excellencie, 1t draw on anaddition of ſome: kind of re- 
verence from more generous 'mindes, though unregenerate; , 
 andbetterſpirited\men, though nor yer {pirituall; So that 
| the' man, which doth foundly-untgld the facred' myeries 
| of that ſupernaturall-rruchy 'may' even in that regard grow 
ſometimes into a reverent-eftumation wich anſanRified 
men; who though as: yerthey wantall true and reall inter- 
eſtinthoſe bleſſed ridings ofeternine and-peace, which hee 
brings from heaven; yetthey regard and reverence him for 
the majeſtie of that meſage, which he delivers with integri- 


i... AM... 


*" 


| 


rence towards them, which is dearely and deepely rooted in | 


| 


| t1eand power, 
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 formall Poperie; hell and the world, doe execute the extre- 
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As more colericke and cruell diſpoſitions, doe many 
times 1n a very baſe and barbarous manner diſcharge the 'ut- 
moſt of their gall z and doe every way their very worſt a- 
gainſ all ſincere Profefſonrs of grace, eſpecially the power- 


more manly breeding, and worthineſfle of nature z who doe 
out of a naturall compaſlionateneſk, and pang of common 
humanatie, commiſerate the miſeries and oppreſſions of 1n- 
nocency, whereſoever they ſee it groaning under the inſo. 
lencies of erueltte and malice. And therefore fath the. con- 
fc:onable Miniſter 1s an ordinary & eminent Object, where- 
on prophanneſle, and policy ; hatred to be reformed and con- | 


mitie of their rage and poyſon; theſe more impartzall and 
milder-tempered men, though they doe not favour his for- 
wardneflſe;or concurre with htm in a right conceir of falvati- | 
on; yet they cannot chuſe, but looke upon him (fo unwor- 

thily yext) with pitying eyes, and morally-meltng wcli- 
nations of heart. Nay when they further conlider 1n their | 
berter mindes,that he 1s ſo deſpightfully loaden with variety | 
of wrongs and indignities; and trampled uponas it were, e- | 
ven unto duſt, by the feet of pride and unmaaly 1nſultatians, 
for no other cauſe in the world, but becauſe hee labours with 

finceritie and zeale,to pull the precious ſoules. of men out of 
the Devils mouth,and the damnation of hell; and when they 
ſee that he ſtands on his Maſters (ide, and forthe glory af þ1s.| 
cauſe and truth, with ſuch patience, conſtancie, aun- | 
tednefle of ſpirit; even againit his owne particular welfare, 
the countenance of the world, current gf the times, and face 
of man; they are forced to reverence thoſe high and heroicall 
reſolutions of his, as certaine venerable 1mprefſions. of Divi- 
nitie,and infufions of heavenzthough they cannot away with 
the bal ftrianeſle of his wazes, er bearuly love the fingula- 
ritie of his ſanCtification. 


greedie of popularitic-and applauſe, ambitious after a-pro- 
miſcuous repucation,fromatt ſorts of men ; hee may from a 


If hee bee of a more politicque and referved depertment 3 | 
| 


v C __generall 
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general forme of addrefiing and accommodating himſelfe | 


with a pleaſing conventent carriage to all humours, degrees 
and profeſſions, proportion and ſingle out {amongſt the reſt) 
anartificiall formall reſpe&rvenefle, to thoſe taithfull Met- 
ſengers of: God, which hee knowes and acknowledges in 
h1s'owne'conſcience; to be truly due by the rules of Divint- 


| rie,and royall challenge of heaven; but pertormes only out- 


wardly, in policy, for by-reſpects,or private ends ; out of the 
vaſtneſie (perhaps) anduniverſalitie of his popular ambition, 
to wihde himſelfe witha more- plauſible 1nfinuation 1ato 
the affeQions,and to win the good wills, and word of that 
kind of people alſo,which in the worlds language are nicke- 
named Puritans; butin Gods ftile are honoured with the 
Elogie of the onely' excellent upon earth. This happens 
fornetimes; efpecially, if hee live-in a veine of od-Eda 
ftians, -and where goodnefle, and godly men (if any place be 
fo bleſt) bee predominant , and beare the Do {way. 
There,” becauſe otherwiſe hee cannot hold correſpondence 
with the good opimons of the belt, he joynes and concurres 
with them (for his ctedic fake)'in outward '&ftimartion, and. 
countenaticing of the Miniſtery; Yea and beſides, as I con- 


| ceive; there 'may bee (which may bee a further meanes to 


draw on this reverence) even a true-hearted ſecret defire, 
ſometimes 1n unſanCtified hearts, topurchaſe a go:d con- 
cit from a gracious man, althoughthey will by no meanes 
pts ren with him, ur lmeeritie, either by.judgement, or 
pratice; yet if it might be enjoyed, with the fenſuall enjoy- 
ment ef their darling pleaſure; and were they any wayes ca- 
_ of coincidency z they would with all their hearts and 
pectall' deareneſſe , (though agg their - height :of ſto» 

macke' would difdaine., "and mot deſcend to the acknow- 
ledgement,) 'embrace his warrant, and allowance for their 
ſpirituall Rate : and could they poſſibly procure it, they 
would eſteeme his voice, for election 1nto the ſocietie of 
Saints, the rareſt Iewell4n:the:crowne of all their civill cre- 
dit, and commendations. 'Soit1s, that ſometimes unregene- 
rate men ſtumble upon the right way to true TATLB 
| or 
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[For indeede there was never man upon earth.had a 
name in the right ſenſe and interpretation; but 1t was hono- 
red with the approbation and reftimomie of good men. I 
| would not care a pins end, concerning atrue and right efti- 
mate of my ſtate towards God, what all unregenerate men 
in the world(thongh ennobled with an incomparable con- 
currence of wiſedome, knewledge, policy,greatneſle,or what 
other remarkable excellencies foever) ſay, or conceive inthe. 
point : for I know they are ftarke blind, and cannor ſee; they 
are 1n more then <Zgyprias darkeneſle, and cannot poſſibly 
comprehend the 1nvit1ble brightneſſe and ſpirituall glory of 
{anCtified men,and thrice-bleſſed ſtate of Chrittianime, But 
now 1n this caſe, I muſt tell you, I would infinitely prefer 
the adviſed good opinion and diſ-afteCtionare aflent of the 
pooreſt judicious Chriſtian, before the ſhining favours, and 
all thoſe adored influences ot Princely grace, which can poſ- 
fibly low from the glorious circle of the brighteit Imperiall 
Crowne upon earth. 7 
Fourthly, this impreſſion of reverence towards the beſt 
Miniſters, , that may in ſome ſort for a ſeaſon, at the leaſt, 
poſlefle the heart of the formall Hypocrute, may alſo {prin 
trom that naturall ſoveraigntie, . and powerfull — 
which the W ord of God,preſt with power and conſcience, 
doth exercife over mens conſciences, From the dazling a- 
Roniſhmene of that invilible Perging light of diyme truth, 
which doth ſometimes upon the ſudden, rulh violently like 
a flaſh of lightening, from the mouth,,ot the Minifter, into 
the very inmoſt cloſets of his heart; and there diſcover (not 
without ſome horrour)is moſt fecret luſts, and darke hypo- 
crifies. From that facred character of heavenlinefle, andaw- 
full terrour, which Gods dreadfull hand doth many/tumes 


—_ 


| defignes with ſpeciall adgreſle, and ſanRifes with Mmnitte- 
riall Grace, to reveale and repreſent the myſteries of hea- 
ven, and his owne great Majzitie in. that eminent. and. glo- 
| rious "manner. 'From'a conlcious comparing. of has owae 


| 


ſtampe (as it were viſibly) upon thoſe men, whom himſelfe 


ſecret guiltineſle, and dullerpaſlages of un-zealouſnefle and | 
'J formality, 


—— 
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| heaven, for the effuſion of all manner blefiings,comforts,and 


| 


| 


| pentance, nor Gods infinite mercie won his hearty affe&ion 


| hath, this reverence to Gods taithfull Meflengers, 11 the for- 
| mall hypocrite, is ordinarily turned into heart-rifing againſt 
| them, intheſerhree caſes : 


{ myſterieof faving ſoules, and following that onely method 


— 
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 formalitie,with the (earching unreſiſtablenefſe of their Mi- 
mkterie, and zealefull fincerinie of their lite. From a conceit, 
that a faithfull manof God, by his Minilteriall mediation, | 


doth ſtand 1n the gappe againſt the irruptions of threatned | 
judgements, and de breed vengeance; and by the piercing 
key of his fervent prayer, unlockes the richeit treafuries of | 


proteFtions upon the place where hee lives. Orar the beſt, 
from a ſuperficial ſenſe, and generall apprehenfion of thoſe 
| many excellent refreſhments, and glorious graces, which by 
their Miniftery are ſhed into, and {ſhine tuli ſweetely upon 
| the ſad diftrefles of truely-troubled ſoules;and are comtorta- 
bly conveyed (thorow Chrifts bloudy wounds) into the 
gaſping agonies of bleeding hearts. Though that precious 

loud never melted his maryle heart mto teares of true re- 


to the wates of grace; yet hee hath a kind of glimmering 
. hope (but from talſe and flattering grounds) that a Paſſion 
of juch unvaluable price, and bleſſed ftore-houuſe of unlimi- 
ted tender-heartednefle, ſhould never poſſibly be tinted, or f 
reftrained, before he have his part 1n the purchaſe, and a 
ſhare in thoſe rich compaſſions. Eſpecially {th in congruity 
of juſtice, and probabilitie of Gods proceedings, there 1s ſuch 
a large harveſt forhell;before he be laid hold on. For hispre- 
ſent perfe&tions givelum precedencie before notorious tin- 
ners, grofle hypocrites, meerely civill honeſt men, back-1i- 
ders trom profeſſion of grace, and a world of wicked men, 
worſe then himſelte, 
But whence ſoeverit ſpri 


or what grounds ſoever it 


Firſt, when by direGtion of the very firſt rule in the ſacred 
for playtation of grace,choſen, & chalked out unto us by the 


precedency and prattice of the heres, Apoſtles, Chriſt | 


| 


with 


himfelfe, and all thoſe happy Ones, that ever ſet therr hearts, | 


1 


— _ 
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| Lords harveſt ;1 ſay, whienthus, by the guidance of an hol 
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with courage and fincertitie, to the ſalvation of men; .ahd be- 
haved themſelves: with dexteritie and, conſcience, un the 


wilzdome, they trit begin to lay about them,wath the hw ; 
mer of the Law, amongtt a number of tony hearts; atd to 
lay :t on with a witucfle, with, full! weight; and 1teration | 
ot ſtrokes, from the beit firengeh'! of a {pirituall arme,, upon | 
the hairte ſcalpe of every one which baces. to-bee reformed: | 
when hee ſees and feeles that they weild that two-edged 
ſword, with reſolution ard power, and ſend 1thome witha 
tearelefle and faithfull hand, even unto the very. center of a 
ſeared conſcience, and'to the- heart of prophannelie andire- 
bellion : when hee findeth by experience, that men can have 
no eaſe or reſt under their Manilterie ; but. they ave; fill gras | 
ting with petrcing and terrour. upon their guilty .conſcien- 
ces, ſtinging their carnall hearts with-ſenſe of thote, Ham 
horrours which -harig over theix: heads, and- fo, reſtle(ly;tor- 
menting them before their time3 4 fay, then andinthig caſe; | 
he begins to coole the heate, and rebate che edge. of his. eſti. 
mation. Adiſtaſtefull prejudice againſt fuch botitergus pro» 
ceeding,as hee conceits andcals jt, begins:to. jultle outof 
his afteSions. that former reverence, and, l{zreupor you 
ſhall heare him ſometimes out of a pang of;tormalitie, and | 
ſelfe-guilrineſſe, breake out againſt them to-this {enſe-eſpe-. 
cially when himſelf hath beene lately ftung 8nd gauled upon | 
che ſore : Though I take ſuchand fuch to-bee well 
and honeſt winded men, and can bee content to: lieare them | 
now and then z yet.me thinkes they marre all with tod much | 
judgement,and preſſing the Law with that peremptorineſe 
and; rtgour. Idoenot like that they ſhould aflume and-ex- 
exciſe bach ſcyeritie and imperiouſnefic over mens conſcien> |. 
ces. Theſe particular applications,and fecreefingluig'outof 
mens linnes, taſte too much of malice and private /revenge. 
I will Rand unto it;this dottrine of differencing mens ſpiri- 
tuall ſtates; of perte ions attainable in the Rate of;uhrege- 
neration ; and how tarre a reprobate may; goe, and yes bee 


damned, is able to drive neue defparre. - They'tarbeare 


—— i. tt. _—_ 


ther) that reach juſt the ſame ftraine of pur! 


Ry: Diſcowrſe df tyue bappineſſe. 
erſte? in theit Sermons, andiſtraighten the way to hea- 
ver! pls chough roneſhouldbe/daved, : but-the Brethren, and 
| thoſe Chriltraris{as nowby an excellencue,chey call one ano» | 
ity and preciſenes 
| | whicls they in cliche fancifull abftraftions ere above the or- 
__ Well; well, let them looke unto 1t,by:ſuch affrigh- 
ang poines as thele;, anddif- heattning the people with feare- 
 fall-ſervences, they may make ſuch wounds in weake confei- 
ences, that al the Balm: þ Gilead, perhaps the precious bloud 
of Chrift will never after view, orbind up and cloſe with 
| comfort, &c... | 
; © Twouldnotfora worldof gold, giveany ſhadow of juſti- it 
| fication, or [eaſt allowancego the unfeaſonable ceerfpini of 
| any trembling conſcience”; God forbid. It were prodigious 
| crackieto powre the wine' of wrath and horrour into the 
| mournful{ groanings of a bruiſed ſpirit. It were acurled cure 
and that hand was he wed outof the hardettrocke,wluch can 
| endure'toapply a biting corrafive to@ bleeding ſoule. . As1 
| dare not up6penalty of an{werablenes for the bloud of their 
 foules,cry;peace pouce;to unboly men, were they gods upon 
| earth; 'or onand pleaſure 1n another world, to 
 uty chatnedtits auzzles himſelte fenfually. & fecurely in 
| anecarthly Paradife, werehe an Angel of ALY :{oTinfaurly 
| deſire toconvey the warmeſt bloud that ever heated the end 
| of Chriltzthe ſweereſt Balmethat ever dropt from the pen of 
the bleſſed Spiric,uponthe ſacred leaves of the Booke of life; 
| the deareſt'mercies, that ever rould together the relenting 
| bowels of Gods tendereft compaſſions, into every broken 
| and wounded heart. For as promiſes of ſalvation toa world- 
 ling,are like honourto a foole:ſo terrors of the Law,to a tru- 
| ty humbled penitent, are as {now in ſummer, and raine in 
| harveſt;both;boch unſeemely and unſeaſouable. 
| - AndThope all the wiſe Ambailadoursof God, make con- 
unto the ſonnes of men, 
| and tranſcendent excellence of their Maſter 
| har og xranck glorious expreffions and repreſemations 
ly famped by his owne hand, doe fhine | 


| ſcience of a ſeatonable revealing. 
that 


__moſt| 


A... 


dt. AM 


| 


| 


] 
| 


| 


| 
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eye, beth 


molt orient and vthbly;,.to every 


underſtanding 
in this and the other warldaubiouly beyond all creaxed comes | | 


rehentions : . inall che paſſages: ot his:Beokez- wn 3 
Fl Pallaces of TSA the tis Bake uors 
his goodneſte and bountite, which wee may runne and reade 
13 every leafe, and page, and line of this great:Volumeof 
Nature, round' about ns; inthe hourely;compaſſions'to his 
creatures; unthoſe Ange jical guards about His choſen; /but 
principally, and farre — -conceitether ofmanor An- 
gel , 11.the paſſiou of bis Sanne. And theſe three 'occafis 
jo ga» exact from theen adorns of thus _ 
I 

I. 7 rr they operate? cheir people his devingetiant 
butes and untold warh {abrietic theincomprehenfiblenefle of 
his Being ; Mercy then 1s toamarch the: darth; {o farre-and i in 
chac fande, as infinitie admurs precedencie, androtakeup het 
{eaten the 7 ge deromt renee flower res eh " 
 lankl of Mayethe, tle brigh al 

wites all his 


 approchable lighe, ac lorchot femme methat Cp! 
2;, Secondly z tn :thewr ld ro. ve ds: | 


boundlefle, :mmraſurable,unpert 


| vableneſic of mens eres; kd thoſe emdleſle woes Which are | 


treaſured up: for them aganiſtthe diy-df wrarh,, | 

wiſely: mingle fome. Lghtmibgs-vf: the — the 
ab s of the Law; fome uſes efc {&of 
confubod; markes-of lancere —_— with: rd 
Ctzve Fe ord bf _ res. of ger mmns>— oye 
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lanie ; aberrations of youth, into ſcarletabominations z eve- 
rp ronagintt light of conſcience, into ſinneagainit 
the Hdly Ghaft;o#h fuch a point of fparatuall extremitic,he 
doth-ſtrongly ſuggeſt, andis eager toperiwade a man, that 
though cthe:armes. of Chriſt, and gates of grace ſtand wide 

n for Entrance'and embracement, untill the Sunne of 
the naturall"lifebeſet;yerin this cate, the caſe is altered:for 
the'period of his gracious day; and turne or time of vilita» 
tion 1:expired,; andalrcady/palt::that though the bloud of 
the . nnſported| Lambe, upon repentance ſaved even the 
ſoules-of :thoſe tharr {pile 15 yer 1t. belongs nor to him : 
though the promiſes of life, in the word of truth, bee made 


oo __. 


yethehathinopartinthem, his name was never writin the 
Booke ofilifehe 1s out. of the degree of clettion; he ſands re- 
prabateuinto the :covenant.of grace, &c..Mimiters then, 10 
_ ab ap thom Lies, muſtmeete with this mahice of Satan, 


of hope; and. fbiliienf pardon, in heavie hearts, amid 


their greateſt horror.) If therebeo, no hope of being received 
to gtace, thereiwillbe nodefirero returne into the-ſtate of 
graQ, They wult bt caughtarid forewarned, that there ave 
ewe weyts, outot thedreadfull vificationsof conſcienceland 
the xed ſeaits.df 2vexedmunde : they may either” fol- 
law [na4the curſedſit man that ever ;breathed, trom horroux 


| to the halter ;and ſo poaſt after him out: of the hell of a de- 


ſpaining conſcience, tache:dicl-of fire. and brimttone, .bur- 
niag/for ever before the thranewf God:y which God forbid; 
of ello;they may, tratt;Chiift Jefus,) blefſed: for ever, by his 
bloudy drops upqn the Croſſe, lwhich is the. right path, and 
WER veit' Ifch rr oronalandcnnm 
better .neyerto have been theyxdi [honour rhe Majett 
of klgavenvis the bi ele wg ' 
30d of the brighteſt beanie of his glory, his mercie; 
they wilfully and ;dammnetheir ſoules arid boches in 


[one hrqy-an 


eon bottomleſÞ pit, 1nthe very fame 
ro 
—_— 


unto/us;: without lmitationof tune; or; exception of liuhe ; 


| 
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ec dmagindble/, 5 lumbar. | 


-. a. 


betrayer-of Chriſt, 
Burt 


—— 


ſuch broken hearts. Nay,in his efteeme (thus 1s only apearle 
| for true Penitents, let no ſwine trample upon it, or ſtranger | 
take 1t up) his precious blond is made (as 1t were)-more pre- | 


roabes of ſtatey and riſeth up with greft majeſtic into: his: 
EL, » s 


i ——_— 
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But if they take. the ſecond; they are bleſt that ever\they 
were borne. Never did tender-hearted mother 1o ſweetely 
lull her deareftinfant m her boſome and armes of love after 
a fall ; as the Sonne of God doth 1n ſuch a cafe bend his bru- 
{ed body, even to the exprethion of bloudy drops, with love-| 
lieſt embracements and compaſſions , to heale and binde up 


cious and orient, by covering crimfon linnes, if a ground bee | 
firſt ſoundly laid with teares of true repentance. And God | 
himfelfe1s thereby ſingularly glorified, who then longs the 
moſt toſhew mercy, when it is necreit to bee utterly deſpai- 
red of. Oh ! he holds himſelfe mightily honoured, when a 
poore ſoule miſerably mangled, and hewed and hackt upon, 
by Satans malice and wounds of tinne, comes bleeding and 
weeping tothe throne of grace, for pardon and camfort. Hee 
cannot poſſibly bee better pleaſed ; hee thinkesnothing too 
deare for ſuch an one z were it a draught of the hearts-bloud 
of his owne Sonne ; be it the delicious Alanna of his deareſt 
mercies, or the molt raviſhing comforts of that bleſſed Spi- 
rit. Oh 1 ſaith he, out of a pang of that love, which broughe 
Chriſt Ieſus from his bofome, unto the bowels of the earth ; 
Oh ! ſaithhe, © chow aff Hed and toffed with tempeſt, that haſt 
no comfort ;"behald, I will lay thy ſtones with the (arbuucle, 
and lay thy foundation with Saphirs, aud I will make thy win- 
dowes of Emeralds, and thy gates ſhining ſtones ; and all thy 
borders of pleaſant ſtones. Thatis, I will rurne chy-depths of 
ſorrow, into ſeas of comfort;thy batter teares, into fpirituall 
triumphs; thy former horrors into heavens of joy, I will fill 
thy heart with thoſe unmixed pleatures, which no man ſhall 
take from thee; thy conſcience with peace that: paſfleth all 
underftanding ; thy Crowne of life with ſhining glory, 
which thy urmott conceit cannot -poſlibly co 
ſuch a time he puts on (as it were) his Imper 


— * 


mprehend. At hs 


higheft and moſt glorious Yhgons, to grace and honour; the] 
| | I'may 
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| I may ſo ſpcake, that happic match and marriage of an hum- 
bled ſoule unto his only Son.He feaſts thoſe purer ſpirits, the 
| blefſed Angels, with extraordinary joy, triumphant Halle/u- 
jabs, and new ſongs of congratulation, ar the ſolemnization 
| ofthoſe ſacred Nwprials. So naturall and pleaſing to the in- | 
comparable ſweerenefſe of his mercifull di{polition, is ſhews- ' 
ing of compaſſion andpardoning of fmnes. | 
3. Thirdly, the moſt naturall and propzr oby:Ct of Gods 
pierie and commuſeration, 1s a broken and contrite ſpirit. 
True peaitents onely, are perſons rightly qualified for the 
| pardons of heaven. And thir:fore the choifeſt and chiefeſt 
| ſeaſon of all, for the Miniſters of Godrto raine downe re- 
| freſhing ſhowers of mercie from the Throne of Grace, 1s, 
| when mens hearts are (as 1t were) chapt, and drie with true- 
| hearted ſorrow,and ſhedding teares for finne; ſorely ſcorcht 
| and waſted with ſenſe of that devouring wrath , which 1sa 
; conſuming fire; and eagerly gaſpe for grace, as the parcht 
| and thirſty land for drops of raine. Oh how faire a thing ts 
mercy inthe time ror: uiſh and trouble ! It is like a cloud of 
' raine that commeth in the time of a dronght, Let the power of 
| the Law firſt breake and bruiſe, which 1s a neceflary pre- 
| parative for the plantation of grace; and then powre in- (and 
ſpare not) the moſt precious oyle of the ſweereft Evangeli- 
| call comfort. Bur many, very many marre all, with miſſing | 
| this methode : either tor want of ſanCtification in them- 
ſelves, or skill to manage their Maſters buſinefic; either by 
| reaſon of their ſerving the time, or ſocietc with good fel- 
lowes,as they call them, or the like ; they audacioully bleſlſe 
with cowardly filence , or accurſed flatteries, where God 
himſelfe doth curſe'; and all their life long, purpoſely ſpill 
{ many a golden viall of the well of life, and largeft doles of 
yrocens promiſes, upon ſtony hearts and formall Phariſes. 
deaxe Redeemer,that Miniſter of the Goſpel, and' 
Mediatour for mercy, another-leflon, and told us 
when he was upon earth,” that the Lord had annointed him : 
| -whereunto ? to preach-good tidings; but: to whom } unto. 
qhepoore,-r0-binde op the-brokten-hancred) to preach deli- 


VErance | 


| 


- ——rne n— 


| 


| thorow the rebellious loynes of 


| with ſuch a-ftrong and _— 


_— ———_ 


CA Diſconrſe of trac happineſſe. 
verance to the Captives, to comfort all that mourne, to ſee 
at libertie them that are bruiſedy to pur a fairer flame into 


the ſmoking flaxe, and more ſtrength into the bruiſed reed ; | 


to take oft with his owne holy hand, the burthen from the 
backe of all thoſe that grone under the waight of their ſins, 
and to coole their fainting foules with his jr and ſacred 
bloud. Bruiſed ſpirns and mournefull foules onely, are ca- 
pable of the comforts of grace and divine — The 
wiſe Ambaſſhdours of Ged then, ay bee bold in'this point ; 
they have their warrant under the Broad Seale of the King of | 
Heaven, and commiſſion from the Office of his' Sonne : if 
they finde that the Miniftery of the Word hath wroughe 
true remorle ; and that the hammer of the Law hath ſtrucken 
obfſtinacie, and the 
iron ſinewes of ſenſual pridezif they meet with hearts touche 
to the quicke,and conſctences ranfackt to the bortome:there, | 
there let themply it with mercies, and ſweetely lull ſuch | 
weary foules in the ſofteſt armes of tenderneſk, reſt, peace, 
and all heavenly delicacies. A concurrence of their beſt cle- 


oy ferventeſt prayer, ſpirituall experience, and compatf- | 


onate feeling,is too licele to comfort in tuch a caſe. Leethem | 
let ſuch mourners 1n Ston _— _ if they _— but lie- | 
tle with pattence;longings, e unutterable'groanes, 
in the Word of lite and truth ; they ſhall have eaſe, & drink | 
their fills out of the river of the plea fares of God, Yet a very 
little while,and he that ſhall come, he wilt come & will noc 
tarry z and when he comes, he will bring with him apardon | 
writ by Gods owne hand, with the bloud-of Chrift, and 
ſcale it unto their foules by his ſpeciall ſandtifying power, | 


impreſſion, that neither 

man fior devill, the ſtrength ofhell, or length of erernitic, | 
ſhall ever be able to unlooſe. F | 

.. Theſe things are 10: Gods Meflengers are Miniſters of 

er ery ints ro0 1004 pointed at: but —_— 

1s, the formall ite muſt nor  1taway fo. For 

the wade fermell NreGrarecenkun wich Rk Gewitee 


. out 


. 


[7a.66.2. 


] — , 

S - . FF ® CR 
" ge AG | 
ts en, — ET —— ———— — , 


£5 . 
T7 HRT © TRA 477 


_ 


| 78 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. bY : 
out againſt preſſing the Law, and preaching of judgements 
particular piercing applicatzon, and torturing mens conſci- 
ences with amazements and feare; becaule (1f a. conſciona- 
ble courſe of preaching goe for currant) they are caſt and 
condemned; andifthe way to heaven bee ſo narrow, (as in- 
deede 1t 1s, if Chriſt Teſus bee of any credit with them) they 
| maſt ey r come there; exceptinthe meane time they come 
| onto the forwardneſle of the Saints j aud that true-hearted 
holinefle, without which no man ſhall-ever ſee the face of 
God. Hence it is;that befides their own ſecrer diftaſte,and re- | 
lucation, they labour with:mach prophane- and boyſterous 
oppoſition:to. bring the faichtulteſt: Patours of Gods people 
 1nto- diſgrace and diſcaccountzasthough they ett tollowes | 
| of furious ſpirits;fennesanely of thunder and lightning; Do- 
| Qors of deſpaire, and unmereifull diſpenſers ot-damnation. 
| Nay, ordinarily thele men exclaime- with more diſcontent 
| and clamour, againſt preaching of judgements for tanne, then 
notorious ſinners; for theſe many rimes (our of a-ſenſe of | 
| their guiltineſſe, and with an ingenuous acknowledgement) | 
confelle chem to be juſt : but. put them oft with a fiattering 
preſumptuous conceit that God 1s mercitull ; or reſervation 
| to repent hereafter, 'or with apurpoſefor the preſent to be- 
come aew-men, though ſuch holy motions are foone after | 
drowned in the prophanereve]lings of good-fellowſhip:bue | 
the other out of a proud errour,, of miſtaking their fpirtuall 
ſtates, and Phariſaicall confidenee, juſtifie themſelves; and 
would gladly perſvade their hearts; that inward aftoniſh- | 
| ments and apprehenlions of terrguran ſuch calts,arife tather | 
| from che diitempered terrifying zeale:of the Preacher, and 
- | unſcaſonable preſſing of judgement, then fromthe ſting of 
| their guilty conſciences, and 1ovifible fingerofanangry 'and 
diſpleaſed God. No nin o olcg nd ng vs ian | 
;To deale plainely,this1s the very true cauſepfehew' mipo- | 
tentout-cries and complaints, that theſe preciſer Preachers | 
come ſtill with nothing butdamanation-and vengeance :-out | 
| of their ſowre and 1 ous auſteriti ,caft nothing but 
wild-fire, brimſt jinto the con{tiences of 


— — —————_ __ men, | 
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men, and: take the ready 


Via 


way to drive them to deſpaire : 
W hereas God knowes, if they were fitted for mercieqwyoutd 
they ſubmithe narurall pride of their guilefull hearts, with 
hmitiene & unreſervedneſleto the foverargnty of the Word, 
and fimplicitie of the Saints z-they would with all their 
hearts powre whole Oceans of lofreſt oyle into. their woun- 
ded foules, and fill their bruiſed fpires with a joytullronflu- 


comforts of grace, mercies of God, and joyes of heaven. 
What war or inthe worldcan any Minifter havein vexing 
mens conſciences,and ſtanding at'{taves end with the whole 
world ? bu thar they dar# x6. (for the lite of their ſoule) bee 
falſe to their greate Lord arid Soveraigne ;, anddoe heartily 

thirſtto Taal, their brethren our of hell, and to. fave that 
immortall ſoules ont of thoſe everlatting flames. To con- 
clude the point; they calt unto themlelves in the; mould of 
their wbridlyawiſedome, areligious aneqiocritie; and putch 
a: meaſure of profeſſion 
compatible with their maine :carnall 


competent ſufficiency of 


and degree of zeale, 
contentment; and that muſt bee a 


| holineſk: ' for heaven , and ſerve — curne: for ſabvation. 
| Whieh glorious formalities if Gods Meficoger our of a zea» 


 lous 1mpatiency againſt luke-warmenefle;; and 
cenſure,and Ctr with an exaCt proportion all his ns 
htx0ns and applications from the Word thereunto z hee 


ſpeaks, org weeks y wr IT 11; 787 


-Theſ& liempered, boyfterous rela -lam: leaſt, 
1 © EXC ations, -ovas 

ſecret impatiency aud frertalnelle againkt conſconable preſ- 
ling the be: ettad Gubaiomaacet judgemencs for fin, 


is a common-marke tor the formal} Hypocrie, with all ſors 


pf awregenerare'men ; and capſtane propertie of all che: ſons 
of Adm, while they yet lye'fotthyrepoted their beds 
O_ eaive and dies toe reformed, for | caules' as | 
theſe 


thinks themſelves le thinhile.errainjted at 


TI 


Mie; EE 


—— 


A - —_____C__ 


ence of all the precious: ſufferings of Chriſt, promuſes of life, 


179 


| 


— 
——— 


a. 


CA Diſconrſe of true happineſſe. 
The ſound of feares and cries of vengeance are 1n their eares, 
| and their hearts ſtrucken thorow (with (laviſh horror) trem- 
ble as the leaves ofthe forveſt that are ſhaken with che 
| winde : except they have paved them with obſtinacie and 
Artheiſme, and made them like the high wayes, and Satans 
ordinary roade. 1 > 
2. They have no ſhelter under the ſhadow of the moſt Hrgh 
noſuccour under the: wings of Chriſt, from the plagues of 
God,and curſes of the Law, They cannot yer pleade any pri- 
viledge or protaag:Il the bloud otche Lambe, from the 
poiſon, ſtingand endlefſle vengeance of thoſe woctull judge- 
ments and cutting confufions,) wich are juſtly preft upon 
their guilty conſcienees;for their unmortified lults. 
3. If che whole counſell andjult wrath of God bee faith- 
fully and umpartially ript-up and revealed agaiaft them in 
this kinde ; the AngelicalldeluGons of Satan, and the dam- 


nableneflc of their. preſent; condition will bee cleerely diſco- | 


vered unto their.confciences.. For a ſeaſonable, and fincere 
diviſion of the Word of Life and Truth,dothpicrcingly,and 
powerfully divade betweene the Soule and the Spirit, the 
| joyntsand the marrow, and-neyer cither juſtifies any unre- 
generate man, or condemnes the juſt. And therefore hee 
that reſts either inthe ſtate of notorioulſneſſe, or meere civill 
honeſty without any addition of ſupernaturall and faving 
racezor groſſe hypocrifie, or Apoſtacie, or luke-warme pro- 
Eo any 
(ifhee live under a conitant and conſcionable meanes) now 
and then to receive aſhrewd -knbcke upou his guilry, conſci- 
ence by the hammer of the Law, from the hand of a faith- 
full Teacher; which cannot chuſe but goe full-heavie unto 
tus heart, except it be ſealed up by the ſpirit of lumber with 
 obduration, and ſenſeleſneſle t-the day of vengeance; 
and muſt needs marre his mirth, and all- pleaſures of earth, 
with a moſt bitter dreadfull mixture of laviſh feare, and ap- 
prehentions of Nw, ROY 
_ -4-- Preaching, gain wW, is 
foridejeRign of the heart with gemorſe 


incipally either 
/ uk finne, or dire» 
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other degree af unregeneration, ſhall bee ture 
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Chon of the life by rulesof grace:they can endure and digeſt 


neither. 
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and 11] gauled with to: violent ftrerching and inlarge- 
ment, and with the hard ſitting of their boſqme- finne at the 
leaſt : and therefore they eaſily grow reluctant and ragefull, 
when they are grated upon by the ſearching power of an 
holy, and foule-taving ſevermiezand vexed to the quick with 
the particular diſcovery of their hypocrific, and diggin 
_ | into their ſinfull ſores. Hence it is, that many times prou 


their faithfulneſke in Miniſteriall duties, the verieft dunghill 
indiganies (pardon the phraſe, it exprefleth not halfe their 
amr er and fouleft inhumanuties, that the moſt contemp- 
tible baſeneſle 

an 1ngenuous Pagan thinke u without a great deale of 
indignation. Thou ſpeakeſt falſely , fay all the proud men 
unto blefled /eremie, when he had ended his thundring and 
threatning Sermon againſt them : Jerems. 43. 2. Then ſpake 
| eLeariah the ſonne of Hoſhainh, and lonathax: the ſanne of | 


Execrable blaſphemie, prodigious villanie : Duſt and athes, 
nay, incarnate Devals,to give the lye, by conſequent ar the 
lealt, ([ ſpeake it not without horror.) to God Almightie / 


ing the Law mott painfall to their prophane hearts ;. becauſe 
they havethe greaceſt pon and pleaſures, and indeed their 

portion in. this world. Hence it was,that when /ebxd; ler. 3.6. 

23. had read three-or. foure leayes of thoſe cutting Ser- 

mons of comminations,. and curſes againit Ids and. 1/+ae!, 
the King Rampt, and raged, and cut the roule with the pen- 
knife, and caſt it into the firethat was on the hearth, uncill 
all the roule was conſumed in the fire that was on the hearth. | 
And that Amazzah diſcharged Amyvs of the Court, and fi- 


l 


ir | 


| 5,  Thetrconſciences ordinarily are ever freſh bleeding, * 


and prophane men faſten upon the beſt Miniltcrs, even for 


, and extremeſt malice can poſlibly deviſe, or | 


| Karean, andall the proud men, ſaying to Jeremiah.” Thow tyeſt. | 


| And above others, great men (without grace). finde preach- | 
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| lenced him from ſpeaking any more in the Kings Chappell, 

Amos 7.13. And that, that unhappie Fel;x, when Pax op- 
poſed, and applyed to his coverous, carnall, and careleſſe hy- 
Dl Pe + "20 mour,.} 
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ling pleaſure be let alone; his maſter-finnot meddled with. | 
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mour a terrifying diſcourſe of righteouſneſle, temperance, 
and judgement to come, cut him off in the current of his | 
ſpeech, and diſmith him-untoa more corventent-time, 4nd | 
better leaſure,A#:24:26. So leth- are -prophane great Ones | 
to bee troubled in conſcience, '2nd tormented: betore their |, 


2, A ſecond caſe, wherein this reverence, which may | 
ſometimes bee found inthe formall hypocrite to Gods faith- 
tull Meflengers, changeth mito I —_ againſtthem, 1s; 
when by the ſearching power of the Word, they have fing- 
led out his boſome finne, and have it in purſuite and chaſe, 
with all choſe fierce and fearefull armies of devouring 
plagues, and certaine "vengeance which dog 1t at the heeles. 
He can digeſt well enough; with good attention and pa- | 
tience,the debatement of a Controverſie,or Common-place; 
approove and applaude generall diſcourſes, and unſearching 
Sermons zeſpecually if they taſte ſomething extraordinarily 
of fulneſle ot reading,or finenefle of conceirzbe made up with 
{ome affetted mixture of choiſeſt humane learning , and 
commend to the eares of the Auditorie, the excefſe and ex-| 
cellencie of ſome rarernaturall parts. His heart may ſome- 
times evendance and leape within him for joy , not with- 
out ſome outward viſible repreſentations-, when hee ſhall 
heare the infaitenefſe of Gods merciez unvaluableneſle of 
Chritſts bloudſhed; preciouſneſſe 'of thepromiſes of life; un+ 
conceiveableneſſe of thoſe pleaſures above , and fuch other 
points of exultation and comfort,” with a paſſtonate and | 
powerfull eloquence exprefied ſomething to the life, and 

pan Although fuch inward tranſitory l:ght- 
nings 12 him, ſpring not from the ſpeciall apprehenſion of 
any true reall intereſt in thoſe joyfull rydings ; but from the | 
natural moovingneſle of the matter; orthe vantſhing flaſhes 
of a temporary faith, or the like. ; yet further, hee may | 
tolerate with reaſonable contentment and eaſe, the zealous 
exagitation of other hatefull villanies; the diſcoverie and 
damnation of any other corruption : ſothat onely his dar- 
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' touch not this ſore, they may be bold ar their pleaſure, in o- 


cioully-rouſt eſpecially pn high, w-the Eagles neſt, this Im- | 
| perill Groye and (rateof Mayethte They may tell the Druns | 
| kard, that he ts & voluntary Devill; the common ſhame of: 


——_ 
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pleaſures of uncleannefle;and that to him it 15an way Pa- 
radiſe,to feede his ragefull luft with greediaefle and delight, 
at lealt upon ſpeculative wantonnefie and adulteries of the 
heart : Now in this caſe, if the Miniſters of God onely for- 
beare to beate upon this point; 1f they take heede that they 


ther denunciations of terrour, and' take libertie (with his 
good leave) topurtue other finnes, - with as great zezale and 
deteftacion as they will. They may tell che mercileſſe V ſu. 
rer that he 1s 1nfamoully guilty of that finne, of which a con+ 
verced Iew, anhonett Heathen, .ortolerable Turke, would 
be aſhamed and remorſefull ;tigmarized by joynt-conſent 
of charitable hearts, and ſtrongeſt current of bett Divinitie, 
with a brand of extraordinarie hatefulnefle, hard-heartednefle 
and crueltie : which: at this day doth ſhrewdly ſhake the | 
ſtrong linevves of this great Kingdome ; like a fretting can» 
ker,with 2 plauſible 1nvifible conſumption,dothdaily waſte 
the Rates, ſucke the bloud, and eate the lives of many poore 
diſtreſſed Ones 1a this land 5 fils rownes and Cities with un- 

rofitable perſons, and the Countrey with miſeries and in- 
8e02>-v= Nay,and let carnall reaſon, covetous humours, 
ſapexcihous, obſtinate 1mperiouſneſle tret and contradict , 
rage, and reclaime as long aS they will : to ſer afide proyoca- 
tion of Gads plagues, aud contideration of ptetie y even in 
the Ccnſe of nature, and morall conſcience, ittaſts an aſper- 
ſion 'of. inexpiable; Thame: and diſhononr; upori: the ancient 
glory of this incomparable Cnie; It 1s-very ttrange; that 
{uch ravenous Harpies and Vſurious: Vultures. {for ſocven 
Paganiſme ſtiled them by the light af treaſon), ſhould auda+ 


nature, the great reproch and prodigious diſgrace of mans | 
kinde z that by turning. himfelfe.;no a barcell or'a beaſt, 
doth (wth intolerable indignitie )ſ\winitſhly overturne,. and 


Þ 
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Lett us ſuppoſe the ſinne of his boſome, to bee the brutiſh | 


4di{animace that nobleſt thing, (next. unto an Angelicall-na- 


- ture | 
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Efa.s.11. | afluredly they ſhall all lightupon- all. umpenitenc drunkards, 
tothe wider e 


vedly ftampedupon him. And for which(withour timely re- 


| ticles of boyſterouſneſle and vanitie :' yer let him know, | 
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rare, the underſtanding powerof the ſoule, which the hand 
of God by a royall telte-reſemblance hath moſt undeſer- 


pentance )he wilturac hereatter into the valeft and moſt tor- 
mented creature, next unto the Divell & the damned ſpirits, 
Lethim goe onawhlule1n his {wagering humour, and out 
ef an. accurſed gallantnefle of a fcornetull ſpirit, crowne 
hi mſelfe with Roſe-buds, in this fpring of his ſtrength to 
powre-in ſtrong drinke; let him drowne his overheated rage, 
his melancholike fits, dumps of ſadneſke, indeede fometimes 
the ſtinging bitings of that gnawing worme, which is bree- 
ding in his' conſcience (except: Satans hot 1ron hath ſeared 
'tup;) let him, Tfay, drowne: theſe diftempered and pec- 
cant humonrs of good-fellowſhip,, in Ale-houſes, Taverns, 
the Peſt-houſes of Players, & in other fuch furious Conven- 


——— 


that if hee goe on, bis day 1s comming; he that be ſhortly | 
drunke with a wuneſſe; hee ſhall beedrunke , but not with 
wine; he ſhall ftagger, but not by ttrong drinke; he ſhall be 
drunke even with the wrath and vengeance of God; and 
ſpue and fall, and neverriſe againe. A number of fearefull 
woes ſtand regiſtred againft him by. the miniſterie: of the 
Prophets; let htm reare thoſe leaves our of Gods booke; and 
truth from the ſacred pen of that never-erring Spiritz or elſe 


| 


xtremitieand lealt ſparke of thoſe everlaſti 

flames; as/ſure as God'1s mheaven, curſesin His Booke , 
drunkards uporvearth, and-plagaes/in hell. They may cell 
the depopulacing Inclofer, that he is farre worſe then a rob- 
bing murtherer on Shooters lull : for befides'the villanous ' 
deſtraftion of Gods people, and che Kings ſubjects; the in- 
tolerable weakning of qv and us Aike) King- 
dome, ina a 8 apr ible degree, (for wiſeſt King 
that ever lived hath told us, that the honowy of 4 King is tn 
the multitude of people , and that rhe King confifterh by the 
fielathat is tilled) ſo that depopalation; and-decay of cillage, 
the curſed broode of bloudy Incloſure; are: TE | 
Oo 
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of Majeftie, and confuſronof ſtates unperiall; and I dare fay, 
ferting aſide the provocation ofdrwine vengeance;they hold a 
| trong counter-motion and oppolitions to ſounder policies 
of ttate, and wiſer depths of Monarchy; 1 ſay, behides theſe 
publike- miſchieves. , this man-cating Cammball doth as 
farre ſurpaſſe the bloud-ſucker by the high way , 1n inflicti- 
on oof. tortures, as a Spaniſh Inquifitour-an ordinary hang- | 
man: the one diſpatches a many m a moment, and puts him | 
our of his paine upon the ſudden; the other addes leiſure and 
hngring to adying life,and living death,that men may feele 
they die... Certainely it were farre more mercifull and tole | 
rable;that ſuch oppreſſing Grants ſhould knocke thoſe poore 
people un the heads in ther houſes, before they turne them 
out of their ancient home z then 1o cruelly expoſe them to | 
bee waſted by little and little, and by degrees.bee deyou- : 
red ofmiſerie and want : Which ts a kind of death, as farre 
more mercilefle and ctormenting then the former z as hang- 
ing in chaines alive, then beheading. They may tell the 
Swearer, that hee already ſpeakes the language of Hell, and 
therefore his naturall place 1s that wnfernall pit. That the 
oath is no ſooner out of his month , bus hee 1s like a theefe 1 
condemned to the gallowes, and wearing his halter ready 
tobe hanged; ſo fpeakes an holy Farher, nay, ina thouſand | 
times more cndedeaſe for ip/o fao, fentence of endleſſe | 
death is paſt upon him , by that lagheft ludge, whuch will 
_ man gwltlefle that pm his name 4 ous | Gre 
what face will oyr.de{perate {waggerers de able to e 
Chrift Teſus in the face a: that great and tearefull day ; or | 
tor pardon1n his paſſion, fith they have to many times dyed 
their ncoaepoghgay in that precious bloud, by their bloud 
oathes; and with iteration of more then Iewiſh crueltie, to 
often recrucified the glorified bady of the Sonne of God 
with their damned bla es ? They may terrifie the rich | 
Ones of the world with thofe flaming words of the Apo- 


_ 
—_— 


——_ co 


ſeries that ſhall come wpon you. Your riches are corrupt , and 
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your Farments are 


moth-eaten : your gold and ſilver us canker, 
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red, ana the ruſt of chem} foal be awitneſſe againſt you, and hall 


eate your fleſh 4s it were fire : yee have heaped up treaſure for 
the laſt dayes. And with that other dreadtull Joome, I Cor. 
6.7. No covetous man ſhall ever come 1nto the kingdome 


—_— 
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| accurſed Antitypes ) was riding poaſt towards Ierufalem, 


| cf [rote him with an incurable and inviſible plagre : fo that the 


 digious impudencie, and whor! 


of God. They may tell the perſecutors of the wayes of God, } 
thatthough1n the meane time they dominecre with unap- | 
peafable inſolencies over the finceritte of the Saints, and 
proſper for a while inthe paſlages ot bloug; yer their damna- 
tion fleepes not, the Lord wall ſhottly pay them home | 
with the -bloud of wrath and jzaloutie. Not tong after 
that e4hab had commanded the blefled Prophet CAGchaiah 
to priſon, there to be fed with bread of affliction, and water 
of afiction, were the dogges ted with his princely (chough 
prophane) bloud,in the poole of Samaria. When e4ntiochss 
(to whoſe crueltie againſt grace, they are all in ſome degree 


with bloud in his heart, murther 1n his hands, and threates 
in hzs mouth; even then the Lord Almightic, the God of Iſras| 


wormes came out of the body of this withed man in abun- 
dance , «nd whites he was alive, bis fl:fh fell off for paine and 
torment, and all his «Armie was prieved at the ſmell. They 
thinke they do God worthy ſervice,by ſuppreſſing the pow- 
er of his truth, and profeſſion of zeale z but they are indeede 
the notorious champions for Satan and the confuſions of 
hell, that breathe upon the earth. Thus,and 1n this fort, may 
the Minifter of God proceed, &purſue (with denuuciations 
of Gods judgements, and juſt ind1gnation) theſe and ſuch o- 
ther crimſon abominations, and crying villantes of theſe laſt 
and worſe times, which do amongtt us at this day, with pro- 
> tore-heads very fearetul! | 
even outtface the Sunne, and brand themſelves with an high 
hand againft the Majeſtie of Heaven: and that with the 
gocd attention, patience, approbation , and (perhaps) ap- 
plauſe of che formall hypoerite. Andthe rather, becaulc hee 
| thinks, that neither the world abroad doth cenſure him with | 
open infamie; nor ſo much as #he conceits of the preſent 


hearers, 


te i... 
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nearers, by the ſecret application, ſuſpeR him for any ſuch 


ſ1n;zneither,it may be, doth he 1ndeede feele the current of his 
carnall afteQtions runne that way, or the ſenſuall additions 
of his heart ſo endeared to the wicked pleaſures thereof. 
But come once tothe diſcoveric and damnation of-luftful- 
nefle, which we ſuppole to be his belooved and boſome linne; 
and let that terrifying Text, Heb.13.4. Whoremongers and 
adulterers God will judge, bee preſt upon his conſcience par- 
ticularly,and with power ; and then hee begins to ſtartle and 
ſtirre, and to take on with much 1nward repining and di- 
| Raſtefull indignation. For he 1s vext at once with the ſmarc 
of an invitible fling for that fintull pleaſure, which is the 
darling of his fenſuall delights, many times much dearer 
then lite ix ſelfe; and1f it bee noifed and knowne abroad, 
with ſenſe of publike ſhame; which mainely croſſes his am- 
bitious Phariſaicall thirkt after plauſibleneſle and acceptation 
with the world;and his vaine defires of the attainement of a 
- | Chriſtian reputation, and diſpenſation to continue in a ſcan- 
dalous finne; of a good opinion from the beſt men, and a 
faint-hearted incontormity to the beſt things ; which are 
ever uncapable of concurrence , or compothbilitie, A pow- 
erfull Miniſtery pregnant with ſpirituall penetration and 
life, and mannaged with the feeling eloquence of ſome Joby: 
B aptiſt, or Sonne of thunder, may tor a time ſtirre up and a- 
maze his duller and unzealous apprehentfions with its maje- 
{tie and divinenefle; fo that hee may heare him gladly, not 
without ſome admiration and applauſe ;-retorme his wayes 
in many things, after his religious inſtructions; and reve. | 
rence the nobleneſle of his reſolutions, in quitting himſelfe 
like a man, in his Maſters bufinefle : butler oneriiin man of 
God charge the edge of his ſpirituall fword upon the head 
of his particular ra1gning finne; and with the ſearching lighe 


I, 


in his darling pleaſure lurkes; and then hee 18 quite loſt for 
any longer love that way ; all 1s utterly mard for any more 


of the W ord of lite diſcover that corner of the heart, wher@ | 


| 


es en ea atm et 


reſpeRt'to Miniſters of that ſtratne. For carnall hearts ha- 
| ving 6 true hope, or reall intereſt, in thoſe ſound and la- 
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ſting joyes above, cannot without extraordinarie vexation,, 
and 1mpatienci(, heare of parting from the poſſeſſion of the 
| preſene pleaſures of that ſpeciall finne; eſpecially, to which 
b an individuall proneneſle of naturall corruption,ſenfuall 
choyce, and long cuftome, they have beene longingly addi- 
| Red, and deſperately drowned in. All humane delires are na- 
turally very covetous of contentment z if they doe not fee- 
lingly taſte ſpirituall,and that of heaven,they will reſt unre- 
 moveably upon carnall and earthly ;-1t they have 1tnot in 
the aſſurance of a Crowne of life hereafter, they will in the 
meane time, reitleſly hunt after it, and graſpe it moore gree- 
dily inthe comtorts of this life. Vpon ſuch occaſion there- 
fore, the falſe heart of the formall hypocrite being thus pier- 
| ced tothe quicke by a particular and ſeaſonable diſcoverie 
of its ſweete finne, and unreſolved to repent, and leave it, 
doth preſently begin to ditlodge by little and little all for- 
mer liking of ſucha faithfull Phyſician of the ſoule, (tor his 
goodnefl: m this kinde, as all other of every unregenerate 
mans 15, 1s like the morning dew, full of uncertainties, 1n- 
conſtancies, irreſolutions and recidivation.) The cold com- 
fort hee conceives by ſuch plaine dealing, doth. quickly 
quench the formall heate of his former affection. The infla» 
med zeale of the godly Miniſter, 1n labouring particularly 
to cleave his beloved finne from his boſome by the ſword of 
the Sparit, doth eafily diſſolve his reſerved and temporary 
reverence,imto hatred,malice and contempt. For it fals out; 
| many times in this caſe, that if the conſcionable Meflenger 
of God daily digge into, and dwell upon his conſcience in 
ſuch a heart-vexing anddiſtaſtefull point ; and Sabbath after 
Sabbath, Sermon upon, Sermon, powerfully preſſe him with 
| the bitter ſenſe and paineful cogitations of the curſednefle of 
his preſent condition, for continuing in his darling delight, 
being now cleerely diſcovered unto him by the light of the 
Munttery, and peremptorily damned by the booke of life : 
he either turnes. Chriſtian upon it, and happily paſſeth out 
of formall Profeſſion, into the Paradiſe of Grace; which is 
| ſomething rare, becauſe he isreſolved that he is 1a the right 


_— CO 


'B | way 
—  @—J— — Wn ner Wn ms eggs _ 


on —— 


| 


he 


A diſcourſe of true happineſſe, | 


way already : or elſe (which is more ordinary) he afterwards 
prooves a Perſecutor ; though not of Proteſtancie in gene- 
rall; yet ofthe power of Religion, under the name of pre- 
ciſeneſle ; and of that true-hearted holinefſe, without which 
no man {hall ever ſee the Lords face, under the title of Hy- 
pecrifie. For you muſt know that a man may bee a Patroa 
of ſaving truth, and yer PN of ſau&tification;z aDe- 
tender ot our doctrine, and an Oppreflourof fnceritie; an e- 
nemie to Popcrie, and a friend to prophanenefle, So that cer- 
caine 1t 1s (upon this occaſion, and admiſſiton of the 1nſtance 
wherein I have infitted) the formall hypocrite may come at 
length to that reprobate paſſe, and ragetul] humour, that he 
may even bitterly perſecute with (landers, diſgraces, and his 
utmolt of malice andrevenge, the conſcionableneſle of that 
man,and powerfulneſſe of that Miniftery,which he hath for- 
merly heeded and reverenced. And commonly ſuch a fel- 
low afterward is tranſported with greater ſpight, and more 
inraged with imaginations of averiion and hate, againſt the 
Preachers of ſinceritie, and practiſers of Grace, then Profeſ- 
ſours of Graceleſnefle. For he which protefſeth the wayes of 
God falſely, or formally, is ordinarily more bitter, violent, 
and cruell toa true Chriſtian, then Pagans and proteſt 
polites. Pilate was more pittifull and kinde unto Chritt, 


then the Phariſes. 'Fe/ix more favourable and friendly to : 


Paul,then the high Prieſt. It were better bee a Gally-llave 
toa Turke then under the Spaniſh inquifition. I would ra- 
cher fall into the hands of a ſwaggering Good-tellow and 
notorious ſinner, in a point of danger, or diſgrace; then 
ſand to the mercie of a femall Proteflour, aud proud Phart- 
fie. Though the notorious finner bez further diſtant trom 
the Chriſtian in degrees of ſome kindes of goodneſſe,then 
the formall Hypocrite z yet many times hes not ſo oppoſite 


in extremitie of malice and height of diſdaine, Amongit 
all forts of differences,diſ-affeRions, & itrange antipathies ; | 
(which by the deſerved curſe of finne, mingle themſelves | 


with the natures and negotiations of the ſonnes of «Adam,) | 
there is none holds a ſtronger and more incompatible op= | 
= CO. poſition ' 
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| poſition and diyorce, then that which 1s betwixtthoſe ; who 
' with confidence and perſwaſion they areright, take crofle 
; wayes towards the Kingdome of Heaven. And therefore 
the formall Hypocrite, turning Traitour to true Profefſours, 
doth many times take on, and rage'more againſt them, then 
| the open and infamous Offender. For this latter thinkes him- 
| ſelfe wrong, and ſometimes will not ſticke to confeſle it;on- 
' ly comforts his heart inthe meane time by making God all 
of mercie, and with' a' ſecret reſervation, and reſolution, to 
| repent hereafter : but the former, being dangerouſly wiſe in 
' lis owne eyes, and prudent in his owne fight for matrers of 
' falvation, ſtormes that any man ſhould cenſure him for un- 
{oundnefle of his oiriuall as and is as reſolute he ſhall go 
to heaven, as well as the pureſt and preciſeſt of them all. 
' Which groundleſk ſelfe-conceit makes him both more mi- 
 ferable 1nhimlelfe, and uncapable of faving grace; for there 
1s more hope of a foole, then of him that 1s wiſe m hts owne 
; conceit; and though thou bray a foolein amorter, yet ſhall 


—_— 


not his folly depart from him : and alſo more malicious a- 
gainſt the waics of ſinceritie, and zealefulnefle of the Saints; 

| beeauſe their forwardneſle condemnes his formalitie;zand the 
gracious light of their holy life, oleerely drſcovers unto him 
che truth of his ſpirituall darkenefle , and damnation of his 
preſent ſtate. | 
3- Thirdly, that reverence and reſpe&full carriage to 
godly Miniſters, which may ſometimes be found 1n the for- 


and Phariſees, tO a neerer familiaritie with God, by prayer, 


| daily examination of the conſcience, private humiliations, / 


meditation 


Ct —... 


<A 


Mes, 


ſome potionof* luke warmnes, and to other ſerand ſolemne 


| Sabbath, Family-exerciſes, exerciſe of taſting, and morti- 
 fying humiliations, and ſuch like; are commonly to men 


” 


——— 


i. ———.. 


— 
— —u____ 


| w- Dif coarſe of true happineſſe | 


meditation upon the enlefle duratien in a ſecond life; to 
a narrow watch over the flirrings and imaginations of the 
heart, and expreſſion of > holinefte in all che. paſhges of both 
their callings, zelouſneſle as a counter-poylon to the loath- 


exerciſes, of mortification, ſanRified elevations of feeling 
hearts, executions of grace,and praiſes of linceritie. Points 
and ponderations of which nature, are ordinarily unto! him 
ſo many fecrer fecdes of indignation and diſcontentment; 
and many times breede in his formall heart and cold affe- 


tans, exaſperation and —_—; if not meditations 
of perſecution and revenge.S canton proc puri- 
tie, holinefle zeale, ſtrifineſle, power of godlineſic, *pirituall 


men,holy Brethren, Saints in Chriſt,communion ot Chriſti- 
ans, Godly conferences, conceived prayers, fanctifying the 


of thus temporizing temper, and luke warme conſtitution, | 
termes of {ecret terrour, and open taunting, Vpoir fad and 

ſolitary adviſement with their owne fearefull thoughts , 
they may juſtly firike thorow their hearts with inviſible | 
trembling ; becauſe in their milder and ſober moode to- | 
wards Gods children, and calmer conceits of fandifed | 
courſes, they muſt needs contyfle (out of their certaine 


God, and honourable badges of the Saints, are the very lan- | 
guage of the holy Ghoſt inthe Booke of life, and the inſe- 
arable everlaſting Arcributes of Chriſtianitie: and yet they | 
tinde and feele in their owne confciences, that their hearts | 
Rand againſt them, that they are neither true-hearted pra- | 
Qitioners, or partakers of them. And fomerimes alſo when 
the ſpirit of prophane ſcornfulneſfle againſt finceritie-Rirres 


in ſpiritual coldneſle;they villanouſly themſelves with 
them, and make themrhe matter of rheir hatefull and accur- 
ſed jeſtsz that ſo they may keepe under,all they can, in diſ-e- 


( 


knowledge) chat thoſe glorious Attributes of the wayes of } 


in them, eſpecially amongft their companions, and conſorts | 


ſtimation and contempt the faithfull Profcfiors and Pratti- 
Lge Q + _fers 


— G 
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{&rs.theteof, whom:naturally. they: heartily hate; and alſ 0 


| if they rake theichild of Ged but tripping tn the: leaſt mfir- 
mitic,againſt which too(perbaps) he ftrives ard prayes with 
many teares and heartfull ejaculations;(l:pping only in ſome 
unadnſed and. precipitant paſlages.of his negotiations. a- 
mongt, men, :andthet (perhaps) not for want of. contcience, 
but acquaintance with the: world; not with purpoſe to of- 
fend, wrong, or grieve any body z but for timorouſneſſe of 
being infaared.1n the eoozening traps of covetous yorld. 
lings ; failing but inthe obſervation of ſome civill ceremo- 
nic, and-complementall obſervance; ' which bee onnts (per- 
Laps)not of.lurhnefle and pride;bur for feare of grownng in- 
5to'too much uncomfortable neerencfle, and unwarrantable 


ſcrviceableneſſe to unſanGiified greatneſle, or the like; I ſay, 


hauld atleogth antotheir knowledge by the cords.of malice, 
ghezr prdinary Ingelligencer,and Intormerin ſuch affarres,ats 
ter much. greedy watchfulneſle. and curious prying unto his 
wayeszor by the blaſting infuſurrggions of ſome invenomed 
flanderous tongue :Othen they take on immeaſurably, then 
they cry out-apd-exglaime: Theſe are your met ofthe IPt= 
ritythels are, tiie.holy! brethren, theſe are your preciſe Fel» 
 lowes, 4heſe.are they which make ſuchſhew of puritie and 
torwardneſle : you tee now what they are, when matcers 
come aut, and their dealings aredifcovered; when it comes 

tothe trill indeed: or to'a matter of :commoditte, &c.. Arg 
not they proud, are not they-maliciaus, are not-they -hard- 
hearted and coyetous as. well as others 2. &c.. When by the 
mercics of God (1n their ſenſe) they. are neither ſo, nor 10: 
* but ſuch. cenſures as theſe are very:often the meere eyapo- 


* _—_ . 


| rations, of, pure malice, ;and:the bigrer ebullitions and overs 


flowngs of their gall, »(1/;/ , 


_ Iris {trangeto ſee and confider;. how:men of this world; 
in the rufle and flower of their earthly -proſperities; plea- 


FI 


YI D'OYWO—— — 
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if they, take him-tardy. but in ſome-ſuch leflzr aberration, 


furesandjollities, fill their carnall hearts, anc aly, 
ES ; {1 with 


| 


leeme thereby to beare-out the: heartleſke; flouriſhes of their | 
| qwax formalitie with greaterbraverie,; Hereupon it 1s, that 


| 
| 
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with fcarnefulneſſe;diſdaine,: and. many inraged piejaices;: | 


againſt theholy imp Ircce.of the Saints, and-ftricter- wayes, 
ot ſalvation: lehtyſoreltfo bag, veith-rheir owne naturall 1n. 
bred malice,edged andenea neage 

pride, that many times1t burits 
out; upon the humbled abled oppreſſed i innocencics. of /Giods chil«* 
dren, ikea mightie. torrent, with-mexcalefle nmndations' of 
mauy uttolerable vexarions, dif graces:and cruettie;” While 
with many fecurefull & fend! aall. wrungs.they lye ſtrerch-- 
1ng themſelves upon their beds of Ivory; ax heſofrlyyn the 


__ 


pleafuresof gold: while rage tand ttrongly ſappore 
the armeof fieſh;ina proſperous ecietrirown, rave, 
and mernily {wim downe 2— currehtofthertun 
ſale ma horgleame of worldly glory; they break akon 
andiſtorrme ſdoreraciej ini nuariy borſtes: 


ies againſt preg: fenefie;2arhayion 


;rous.and buter outcr 


it,and? 
recief:llowes,andwith adſdamectull byertinefie;& cenſo-! | 


ges and fandtified- firw| 
gularities ofthe Chriſta life z as though they were butex-'| 


looke apon the zealous paſha 


rious eye, 


otbuant inventions. and-afteCtations of*h 


I hu- 


word, fince malice againſt God firft ſcazed upon mined 
angels; ; andthe graces of Heaven dweltanthoheare of man; 


 thatpaſſed through che mouthes of all ſorts-of 1 —__ | 


men, with-more diftaftefulnes, &gnaſhing pn therit 


name of Pubiagecdechiatthindays which-n6ewrithitirdis 
' AS #£18 HOW COM * meant, 6 ordinatity 1 


.anhonorable clam I may foſpeake, of Chriftiani- 
US and:grace. Andiyetforali this, prin? Po nneoer 


preach;or ih ſceke profit rather then 

dnrwony oe Ay Sn _ be gw 
ine): Hee ſha 
© 


ed bythe dives bitter empoy- | 


SEA Fg | 
the ſpleene and ſpiritofprophanenefle & oodfeltowſhipic | 
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| | them all, but when they ſhall;come unto their beds of death, 
| (and God knowes how ſoonethedecureſt may be arreſted by | 
| that inexorable Sergeant;)/ and-arets grapple 1mmediately 
| with the painefull cerrors of thie King of feare,and to ſtand or 
fall to the dreadtulltribunall ofthe living God;before which 
'noneſhall ever apprcare with comfort,or be diſmilt wich glo- 
| ry,buc thoſe which bring thither boltnes and fincere hearts 
| 1 ſay, there is.none ofthem, thouglh.now out of a ſelfe-con- | 

| .. ceited ſupercilicus jnſolencie,they brow-beate their brethren 
| | with many big lookes, and rage like mnperious Lyons a= | 
| ''gainſtthe Lambes of Chriſt; butthen, when pleaſures, ho- 
| ©! >") \nours,-riches; greatne{ſe,: friends, Phyſicions and all other 
| worldly comforts.befides: forlake them; and they fee 1n the 
| 


| \burrernc{{ of cheir vexed ſpirits all their former earthly glo- | 

ry. and delights of fleſh ready to finke with them mto the 

| grave,andto be buried everlaſtingly in thoſe blacke and cru- 

\&ll} abitationsz-but then (ify) exceptthe Lord ſufferthem i} 

'\to fall into the Lake with ſenſelefle! hearts, and ſeared 

|  conſcences, would give tenthouſand worlds, were they all 

t turned into-gold, pleaſures,and imperial Crownes:to.chauge | 

\ ns Rey -_ _ _ 8 

© —"- |\their former courſes of vanitie;ambitian,ſenſualities, worlds: 

> ' linef,and;good-fellowſhip, into 2 life of an holy preciſe- 

| nefle, ſtriFtueſle, finceritie avd Galvation, wit bio 

| \ . Ob! when the Heavens ſhall ſhrivell together like a 

p : | ſroll,-and the whole frame of Nature flame about cheir | 

| *-- "|| eare5g, When the great and-nughtyhils fhall Rarr out of their 

| © _ * places hkefrighted men, andthe fearctull reprobate cry and 

__, . | call uponthis mountaihne, andtharrrooke; to fall upon him | 
| when as no Dromedary of Egyprnorwings ot the morning 
| -| ſhall beeableto wy them out of the reach of Godsreveng- 

| pg hand;. no top of, Carmel, mo: depth of the Sca, or bor- | 


tomeof Hell, to hide hin, from. the preſence of him, which, | 
fits upon the Throne, and from the wrath, of the Lambeno- | 
rocke, nor mountaine, not the great. body of the whole 
_ | Earth, to: cover them from that unrefiſtable power which | 
+= | laidthef6indations of themzno arme of fleſh, or Armies of | 
| - Angels to proce him from thoſe infinite rivers, of brime, | 
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ſtone, which ſhall be kept in everlaſting flame by the anger 
| ot God : when their poore and wofull foules ſhall infinizely 
defire rather to returne into the loathed darkeneſle of noc 
being, andtobe hid for ever in the moſt abhorred ſtate of 
annihilation; then now te become the everliving Objects 
ofthat unquenchable wrath, which they ſhall never bee able 
either to avoide or abide;and to bee chained up by the omni- 


potent hand of God amongſt the damned ſpirits, ina place 
of flames and all darkenefle, where 1s torment with- 


| outend, and paſt 1magination : I fay, at that dreadtfull day, 


(and that day will come) what doe you thinke would they 
give foe part in that puritie, which now they perſecute, and 


hate ? and yet without which, as it will clearely appeare, 
when matters are broughtbefore that high and everlaſting 
Tudge, noue ſhall ever fee the Lord, or dwell in the joyes of 
| eteraitie? | 

Nay, I verily thinke, there are no deſperate! deſpifers of 
Godlinefſe, or tormall Oppoſites to Grace, which doe now 
four of the naturall blindnefſle of their underſtandings, affe- 
Cted pride of heart, or unmoveable love ro earthly pleaſures) 
ihe, ſanctification'fhogul 
pradtice of finceritie too much preciſeneſſe, the great things 
{ of the Law, asa ftrange thing : but when the' pix of deſtru- 


4 Qtion hath.once ſhut her mouth upon them,and they are ſunk 


 wrecoverably: into that Dungeon of hre, would bee content 
with all their hearts t6live a million of yeeres,asprecttely as 
ever Samt'did upon carth((Imeane 1Cftill in abſtinence from 
finne, and zealous parſuite ofthe wayes of GodYtoredeeme 
but one moment ot that moit intolerable hellifhtorture; the 
ſting and extremitie of which they mult endure everlaſting- 

 Iy ;withour remedie, eaſe or end; 3 
| -- Thus farreThave waded in.the difcovery of ſome grounds 

and motives, whereupon the: formall hypocrite may rgve- / 


þ 


ee. 


tor the-comforts of true-hearted holinefle that now they | 


aritic , 


| rence-andiabſerve: Gods fairhfull Meſſengers zand ſome ca- | 
ſes wherein hee orinatily growes by lixtle and Jittle- into | 


| 
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ſerous Oppoſition againſt their powerfull, ſearching, and 
quickning minifterie. Now take notice of ſome inducements 
and:reaſons mare peculiar, and indiyiduallto the Chriſtian, | 
of that heartie reverenceſowards godly. Miniſters, which 1s | 
deepely rooted in his good and honeſt heart. --- . | | 
Onely ina word, for feare of miſtaking, and. errour mthe | 
point, let me 1ntes poſe this premomtion by-the way : Inthis 
paſlage of reverence performable to, the; fincereſt Paltours, I 
muſt ſuppeſe, auddoe confider Gods chiid in his ordinary 
| courſe of ſanctifyed carriage,and kindly.temper of his ſpr1- 
tuall conftitution z3 the current. of Chriſtauitie, running 
cleare betweene them. For ſometimes the. purer ſtreames oh 
their Chriſtian love may: for a 'tume bee;troubled wil 
the muddie mixture of ſome diſtempered oyertiowing paſit- 
ons; the kinder paſlages of mutuall | re{peCts one ynto ano. | 
ther, dammed up by the Divels malice; the dearer light of 
their comfortable communion, intercepted by ſome crofling 
| earthly-interpolition oftheold may. 7.11 {1,5 | 
| 1c is eleare by too many woful expericnces,that differences] 
may ariſe betwixt Gods deareſt children, efpeciall: about | 
things indifterent; which though they be or1ginally inkerenc 
11 the: judgement:, yer-by conſequent! and 1y mpathy: they 
breede many times (except there be agreat:deale of kumble 
charitie , and- gracious humilitie on both fades). ſome aver- 
Gon and coldneſſe 1n the affettions.: Neither 1o.encly, bur | 
ſometames alſo alienation 1s wrought immediately np their 
afte&tions, without intercedencie ot diflention- 1n| Opinton, 
Saran gaines very mughby:thedfynion-of Chriſtian hearts; 
and the fall:ngout of thoſe-whach- have given. their names 
to rehg1ion; and therefore hee leaves 110: way of tentation 
\ unattempted, no þg[1iſh policie unpragtiſed. to-fer ſuch: at 
oddes. He labours mightily, and prodigioudy: prevailes at | 
this day. , (by vexing their, judgements oh peadiye- | 
| nefle, {elfe-conceited ſpeculations, and-thoughts af Separas | 
tz0u, to drive them by degrees from divorce of judgements 
| in ſome fingular apprehenſions, todiſaffection;| frem diſat- 
| fedtion;to tabtion;trem faRion,taſchaſme; from ſchilme(ro 
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ſpeake in ſofteſtphraſe) to many dreadful diſtempers. Hee | 
grecdily alſo apprehends all occaſions and advantages to di- 
viderthe hearrs of thoſe, who peaceably at home fucke the 


of that blefled Mother which bore them z by many malici- 
ous 1njeCtions of ſecret ſceds of diſcontentment, jealou- 
ties, heart-burnings, eſtrangement,and unkindneſles; which 
ſpringing up ſometimes too fatt and high betwixethem, 
trom the bitter roots of privie pride, unſociable ſurlinefe, 
1mpaciency. of reproote, angry emulations for the higher 
ſeare 1n the couceits and conſciences of the . forwardeft 
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{ameimmortall Truth, and one life of Grace from the brefts | 


Chrittians, natural croockednefke,and way wardnes of difpo- 
lition, Melancholike furmiſes, too ambitious afte&tation:of 
ſtrangeneſle , ſome worldly matternor worth talking of, or 
the like, doe. unhappily grow unto at length,and bring forth 
to the exviows man, {eeds-man of all difſention, too fgreat an 
harveſt (eſpecially 1f the world and wicked ones take notice) 
of illeffetts and pernicious conſ{equents:as belides their ma- 
tuall difcomfort anddifplealing of God ; W ofull advantage 
to the adverſaries. of Grace and Gods truth;-obfirmation 
to the obſtinate ;. Hinderance and difcouragement to 'the 


matter of tryamph to good-tellowes zdifgraceto the peace- 
full irs ork pap griete ro moreumble and ber-. 
ter adviſed Chriſtians. The powers of darkenefſe, and all 
ſorts of profane men.cannort poſſiblyibe berter pleaſed, or the 
blefſed Spirit and good men more 'grieved; then tote and! 


| heare-Gods childrea-who ſo-pleade tor, and-make- profeſſion 


of ſuch a glorious communionof loveiand peace, to bee at 
yariance,and tocenfure oneanother. It infinitely therefore, 


| andmnoſt dearely concernesallthofe which havegiven their : 


names tofinceritie; tolabour every way to keepe the unitie- 
of the Spirit, inthe bond of peace. Never wasthere more | 
| neede that bleſſed Paxds.tarncit and zcalefull obſecration, ; 
Philip.2.1,2. ſhould hve freſhly in the memones, -and bee 
deepely.engravenanthe hearts of all Chriſtians : Z I 


tbe prijancy ofthe Lard, beſeech you, vhut you walke wor 
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the vocation wherewith yee are called : With all humbleneſſe of 
mind: and meekeneſſe , with long ſuffering, forvearing one ano- 
ther in love : Indeavonring to keepe the unitie of the Spirit inthe 
bond of peace. 1 never read, without greate amazement,the fal- 
ling our of that glorious paire of worthy workemen 1n the 
Lords Harveſt, Fasland Barnabas, AF. 15.39, The matter of 
difference betwixt them was not yery great;and yer it grew 
to that head, and hearte,that it parted them. It fuch two ſtrong 
and tall Cedars were ſhaken fo {hrewdly ; how much neede 
have lower ſhrubs, weaker Chriſtians, ro itand upon their 
guard and watch-Tower, againſtthe 1ubred rebellious {{ub. 
boraneſſe of their corrupt nature, and malicious incurſions of 
Satan 1n this kinde ? | 
This then is the Caveat and premonition I would give by 
the way. In thus point of reverence performable to godly 
Miniſters, wee muſt confider Chriſtians in their ordinary 
courſe of fanRified carriage, and kindly temper of ſpirituall 
conlticution. For beſides, that thoughts of avertion and 
eftrangement may (more is the pitic) be wrought upou their | 
affeQions, as I have told you, both mediatcly by citterence | 
of judgement in Opinicn,andimmedaately by worldly mat- 
ters , and Occurrents of diſcontent in their mutuall negoti- 
ations and dealings one with another; the faithfull Meſ- 
ſengers of God alſo may, and muſt ſometimes upon the juft 
_ urgent exigencie of their charge and calling, by exprefle 
tenour of their Commiſſion, and for the impartiall diſcharge 
of a good conſcience, grow duſpleating and diftaftefull, even 
to thoſe which make profeſſion of forwardanefle and zeale z if 
they will needs give juſt occaſion by Opinionativencike, ſelf- 
conceitednes, uncharitable cenſures, exorbitancie, or remil- ' 
fion of zeale, inclinations to worldlineſſe, breaking off of 
brocherly affection,cauſeleſſe waſpiſhneſle,and impatiencies, - 
miſpending the precious time of Chriſtian conferences in a 
tedious ſpeculative proſecution of Ceremoniall controver- | 
lies, __ ſhould be comfortably improoved and imployed 
inſweete cdifying diſcourſes of lanRtfication , repentance, | 
Caſes of conſcience, exerciſes of mortification , further ow 
: CUAll | 
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uall diſcoveries of the myfterie of godlinefſe, and holy'trade 
of new obedience; and other ſuch paſſages of practicall divi- 
nitie : By their afteRation of a kinde of wantonnefſle 1h. re[:- 


"gion ſpringing from ſpirituall pride, diſ-affection to their 


Paſtours, it they crofſe their conceits 1n ſome groundlefle Q-. 
pinions, neglect of family-exercifes, ſcandalqus libertie 1n 
company-keeping, and ſuch other aberrations and exorbt- 
tancies from the {trai ghr path of Chriſtianitie,too much, and 
often mmcident to Proteflors of Grace. —__ 
This premonitionthus premiſed, I proceed(ina word on- 


| ly) to thediſcovery of ſome motives of reverenceto godly 


Minifters more peculiar to Gods children, and the fanctihed 
effe&ts of ſpeciall and ſaving Grace. All, or the moſt of the 


| motives before mentioned, may be found al{o1n the Chrifti- 


an, fo that many of them are common ts htm with the: for- 
mall Hypocrite : bnt in theſe that follow, nounregenerate 
man hath either feeling or fellowſhip. 

7. Every faithfull Minifter 1s coevery Chriftian under 
his charge, and within the exercife and enjoyment of his 
Miniſtery, either « ſpiritual Father, or a ſpirtuall Tutor : 2 
bleſſed Inftrument unto him, either of plantation, or preſer- 
vation of grace; either of the firtt happy inſpiration, or the 
after comtortable continuance of ſpirituall life : exther hee 
hath begot him unto God by the immortal! Sexae, or brings 
him up 1 the trade of Godlinefle by the fincere milke of the 
W ord, tfhe be a babe in Chriſt ; or ſtronger meate, if he bee 
a confirmed Chriſtian. Now what a deale of deareſt reve- 


rence and inflamed afﬀfeRion, the contideration of ſuch in- | 


comparable, unvaluable benefits inkindle and beget wn the 
humble and tender heart ofa Chriftian , none can pofſibly 
conceive and comprehend but a Chriftanheart,, and that 
man which knowes and feeles by his owne happy experr> | 
ence, what a bleſſed change it 1s to be reſcued and delivered 
out of the Divels bondage, and damnation of hell, from the 


curſe of finne and horrour of conſcience; into the hibertie of | 


the Saints, favour of God, aflarance of heaven, andthe'glo- 
rious Paradiſe of an appeaſed ayd peacefull fpiritzand what a 


COP 


| 199 | 


| 


1 Cor.4.15. 


r Per. 1.23, 


| Hecb.5.12, 
13,1 4- 


| 


is ____. happy. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
it 
[ 
$ 
' 
Ay A FI 


CE  —__ 


—_— A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe e. 4 


happy thing it is afterwardto have his hungry and longing 
| foule, continually fed and filled inthe houſe of God, trom 
| the mouth of his ſpirituall Nar/e, with the kindly foode of | 
immortalicie and life, as with marrow and fatneſſe. A joytull” 
ſenſe then of theſe precious priviledges and bleilings of Hea- | 
yen, in which no unregenerate man hath either part or fel- 
lowſhip, is a- moſt powerfuil and p:culiar motive to the 
| Chriſtian, to obſerve withan hearty and ſanCtifed reverence 
thoſe men of God, which he acknowledgerth to bee the holy | 
inſtruments divinely qualified and defigned, tor the convey- 
ance and continuance of them upon his toule. 

2, Chrittians feelingly receive 1nto their hearts by ſpe- 
ciall intereſt, and —— with an holy greedineſle as their 
owne, in the hand of faith, all thoſe rich comforts and joy- | 
full rydings,which the man of God by his Miniſteriall com- 
miſſion, doth reach unto them out of the booke of lite. Thoſe 
glorious promiſes of immortalitie and peace, whuch ſpring | 
out of the bottomleſle and boundleſk fountaine of Gods 
infinit compaſſions , and ſtreame full fairely and oriently' 
thorow- the bloody wounds of our blefled Redeemer , are 
directly and naturally conveyed by the hands ot ſuch an ho- | 
ly man, Chriſts Angel, into their ſandtified hearts, precious 
and particular Veſlels purged and prepared by the power of 
| Grace, for ſuch Giricuallioos of heavenly glory and 

light. W hereby at many Sermons they ſenſibly and really 

bache their drooping and thirſtie ſoules 1n the well of life, 
and ſweetly drinke their fill out of rivers of the pleaſures of 
God. And hence it1s, that the feete of Gods faithfull Meſ- 
ſongure are ſo beautifull inthe eyes of diſcerning Chriſtians, 
and their powerfull miniſteries ſo deare unto their hearts, 
| that they entertaine them into their affetions with ſpeciall 
reverence 4s eAngels of Ged,, nay, in an holy ſenſe, even as 
Chriſt I:fiu himſelfe : whereas to the carnall conceits ot 
ſcornefull worldlings,they appeare to be the very fi/th of the 
x Cor.4.tz. | world, and off-ſconring things ; becauſe they have 
no. meſſages unto them frem Almightte God, but burthens 
| | of /amentations, mowrnings, and woe, But now in this poins 
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of particular application,ſpeciall intereſt and feeling fruition 
| while the Miniſter of God 1s dealing unto humbled hearts, 
and bruiſed Spirits, out of the rich treaſurie of Gods infinite 
| mercies,the " nu ſtreames of Chriſts precious bloud, * for- 
| giveneſke of finnes,comforts of Godlineſle, peace of confci- 
| ence, reall Earnefts of immortalitie, and endlcfle peace, not 
| the belt of unregenerate men have any part or acquaintance. 
Onely ſome contuſed glimmerings of ſuch glorious hght, 
| may ſometimes ſuddenly, like Raſhes of hightning , glance 
upon their deceived ſoules, thorow the falſe glafke of a tem- 
porarie faith ; but it doth not reſt upon, nor 1s rooted 1n their 
hearts, like the Sunne of righteouſneſſe in ſanCtified ſoules, | 
to the heating of them with that trong and victorious love 
to the waies of God, which neither the whole ſea ofthe | 25 
worlds malicious bitterneſle, nor all the floods of perſecu- kan 
| tion, (which the Dragon caſts out of his mouth) can ever 
quench ; with that ſound and lafting comfort, which ſhines | 
brighteſt amid the greateft darkenefle of outward miſeries | 
and that inflamed and conftant zeale, which gathers refolu- [ 
tion and vigonr , from diſgraces and ungodly In 
Andtherefore their reverence, and thankefull refpect-unto | 
Gods ſpirituall Almners cannot poſſibly be ſo kindly;hearcy, 87: 
and rooted. For they are bur by-ttanders, or at bur ſu- 
| perficiall Tafters of thoſe heavenly Doles; whereas Gods 
children ſweetly 611 their ſoules with that ummorrtall-foode, 
as with the moitdelicious Manna and from every"fuch fin- NECN 
cere comfortable ſoule-teaſt, carry away as muck by righe,. 
as they can poſſibly graſpe in the hand of faith, or digelit by | 
the heart of their ſpiritual! life. A ſecond ſpeciall motive then, 
to draw on a joytull and thankefull reverence from Chriſti- | | 
ans towards godly Miniſters, is their fpeciall andparriculay azls | 
intereſt in all thoſe g/ad trdings of good things, whichare at any | Romto-ry 
time revealed unto them, by the powerfull diſcoveries of the | | 
Goſpel of peace;and thoſe glorious graces that ſhine unto us | = 
in the 108 of Chriſt Rom Sh Ji gk 0152 
3. Every charge and commandemene from Gods blefled 
Spirit, is right deare and preciqus to the humble apprehenſi- bw [ 
&) $5 | Ons, | N 
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ons, and embracements of all ſanCtified ſoules;to wluch chey 
yeeld an hearty and unreſerved obedience 1n love, though 
not'in fulnefle of perfection and height of degree, (this un- 
glorified Rate of mortalitie , and theſe T abernacles ofclay 
are uncapable of ſuch abloluteneſle,) yet ever with truth 
and finceritie;and that, thoughatdirectly and mainely crofle 
the naturall current of their carnall attections, and many 
times interrupt and difturbe the outward peace of their 
worldly comforts : but all forts of unregenerate men, even 
the beſt of them ſubmir their afte&tions and contormitic to 


therules of Grace:and lawes of God , with:their owne ſen- 


{uall refervations, gloſles, partiall interpretations of world- 
ly wiſedome, andever with a ſecret ſubordination to their 
chiete carnall' contentment, and the beloved pleaſures of 
their boſome finne, And:theretore they doe not with that 
affeCtionateneſle and heedetulnefle, additt and addreſle their 
hearts to the excellency and execution of the facred Difares 
and Dottrines of heavenly wiledome. Now wee have a Pre- 
cept from the holy Spirit, enforced with a zealous obſecrati- 
on for the honouring of faithtull Miniſters, with a very ex- 
traordinary and tranſcendent deareneſle and degree of tingu- 
larreyerenceand love': 1 Thef,5.,42,1.3: Andweeteſeech you, 
brethren, to know them that labour among you, andare over you 
uw the Lord, and admoniſh you # and to eſteeme them very 
highly in love for their'workss ſakg.., Then which,if there were 
n&pther:motive:ortndugementin the:world to a regenerate 
heart, yet thus very one contideration that God would have it 
{o;chat 1t 15a ſacred Injunction of Heaven, were able to pro- 
duce and plant init, atruely-loying acknowledgement, and 
ayyfull obſervation of ſuch Angels of Gad. The which (be- 
cauſe wſprings fromthelove of God,aftection to lus W ord, 
and holy-ftinkt of an illightned Conſcience)mult needs be 
lincere,rooted and laſting. But the beſt unregenerate hearts 
cannot poſſibly conceive any ſuch kindly flame of deare at- 
fetion to godly Miniſters, from a meere commandement of 
Almighty God: and had they no cher ſenfible or fenſuall 
ground, or politicke By: reſpetts, bur onely a bare charge 
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from Geds Spirit,  (whiclr were: more then'enough'to'an 
humble ould) they would be even in their beſt remper, and 
time of temporary reverence,”which T ſpake of before,. bur | 
heartleſſe and cold this way. For tio unſanctified man;let his | 
pretences or. profeſſion bee never ſo glorious, doth or can | 
love heartily and fancerely the Majeſtie of God,or lawes of | 
heaven; becauſe Gods ſpeciall love is not yet ſhed/into. hus | 
heart, thorow the bleeding wounds of- our blefled Saviour; 

neither hath he true and reall intereſt in the pronuſes of life, 
or Soule-ravithing-revelations of his Word: Bur by the way, | 
and before I paſle out of this-point, rake notice of the qualt- 
fication and charaGter of thoſe Miniſters, ro whom this: los | 
VINg reVErence 1s le by the precept of. the holy 

. Ghoſt. They are ſuch' as are deſcribed by Pasl inthe fore- 

cited places, where he'1njoynesfuch ſpeciall love, reverence, 
and honqurable reſpe& unrothe Miniſters. Hold ſack 3ure- 

pretation, ſaith he, Phil.2.29. hee meanes {ach as Epaphyoas- 
1s was "And hee honours him 1nthat Chapter with 'many 


wortliy Epithites of Miniſteriall excellencies,and ateſtimos» | 


nie of much gracious worth : r. That he was a brother withe 
Lord, that is,a true Chrittian,and ſanGtified man, 2. His coms 
panionin labgur, a laborious Workeman inthe Lords Har. | 
veſt. 3. His' feHow-Souldier couragious and refolute- a+ 
gainſt the adyerfaries of Gods truth, and all ungodly oppo» 
lt10ns, verfi2 54-4; Thathe longed atter and loved isflocke 
with a melting compaſſionate tendet-heartednefle, wer/# 26, 
5. That the worke of Chrift-was more deare untohimthen 
his temporal life. Jn the 1'7hef 5. 13. the Minifteriall 
worke 1s the loadeftone, mentioned by the Apoſtle, which 
ſhould drawſuch adeale ofteverence and honourableregard | 
from the hearts of our hearers ; E/teeme them very\bighly in 
love, ſaith he, for their workes /aks.'And v.1 2.he be the | 
T he ſſalonians totake ſpeciall acknowledgement of thoſe that ; 
laboured amongſt them, and admoniſhed them. Working . 
Miniſters then in ſome meaſure thus qualified, are onely the | 
proper and naturall-obje&of reverent love,and aigh eſteeme 
| fro cruly judicious & COL Ble 
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cludes. not. within the. compaſſe' of this holy Injun&tion; 
I. Any ignorantunlearned Miniſters: for the Lord himſclte 
| will refuſe that Prieftwhich, refuſeth knowledge, Ho/. 4. 6. 
2. Noidle and unteaching Miniſters, who feede themiſclves 
with the milke;, and <loath themſelves with the fleece; bur 
ſuffer. their flocke to ſtarve, and their poore ſoules to lye 
wallowing wotfully-1n; their: owne, pollutions and bloud. 
3. No wunskilfull Miniſters, who will needs teach and can- 
| not; but are ſo-farre from dividing the Wordof God aright : 
that they hacke and mangle 1tinatoule and fearefull, man» 


— 


| ner, in a prophane and pittifull faſhion; 1n handling or hea- 


ring whereof, every humble ſoule ſhould xremble with a ſe- 
cret ſenſe,and reverent awefulneſle of that dreadfull and glo- 
r1ous Majeſtie, whoſe meſhge it is. . 4, No corrupt teachers, 
who-mingle with the ſincere milke of the Word,Popiſhpo1- 
ſon, poſitions. of carnall libertie, and the diſtempered Di- 
Aates of their owne angry paſſions and prejudices. . 5. No 
Dawbers with untempered morter, or pillow-ſowers under 
mens elbowes, - who walke politikely, fearefully and reſer- 
yvedly in their Miniſterie. 6. Noſonnes of Bc{zal,, vicious 
and good-fellow-Miniſters, as they call- them, who are a 
kinde of. very vile and contemptible creatures; the hate- 
fulleſt objes to an honeſt eye, otany that walke upon earth. 
Adiſlolute Preacher is the Divell, as they fay, 1a his ponrifi- 
calibus, a thouſand times more pernicious and hurrfull, then 
an.hundred private men, though profeſſing villanic in the 
higbeſt degree, For as /the oxcellencie of that Calling is in- 
comparable and tranſcendent; ſoby juft proportion and con- 
gruitie of conſequence, degenerations in that kind are moſt 
execrable and peſtilent. . Vnſavorie Sale.is good for tiothing, 
no, not for the Dunghull.” To; conclude the point: Gods 
charge in his Word to. have &fo,'1s another powerfull and 
culiar' motive-toa good; man, | to reverence heartily and 
> ” in honorable reputation, an holy Minifter-and -man of 
1,4») The apprehenfions and; conceits, which ordinarily a- 
riſe,as Chriſtians heart at the preſence of a godly , and 
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him to be an enemie unto God, andatraytor tothe Crowne 
and dignity of that might 


bour tor (if Godſo pleaſe): his converſion, aud contormmae: 


to the communion of Sairitsand/courſes of graces.) Buy the; | 


very face.ahd preſence of an holy man 1s wort to produce 1n 
ſanQified hearts. umpreſſions ofanother nature, even of atfe- 
Rionateneſſe, honour, and love: becauſe he is one that ſtands 
on the Lords fide,and for the; cauſe of Chriit, And it ought fo | 
to be : for:the bleſſed ſpirit hath marked him for a man that 
{hall never periſh: /» whoſe eyes 4 wile perſon 14 comtemned;; 
but hee honoureth them that _ the Lord, Plalme 15:4; It 
then to the particular ſclfe-ſaving (graces of an humble and 
heneft. heart, there he yet further an addition of mare ;gene- 
rall muufteriall endowments ſanctified for the falvation of 
many z and to the perſon of a private Chriſtian, an eminent 
po repreſentation of God himſcelfe : 1 meane;, if there 
be in ſome bleſied One a:gracious and happy cencurrence' of 
a good man;; and godly. Munſter ;, what-a deale of deareſt 
reverence and reſpeRtive love is it able (by a ſacred and fe< 
cret attrative power) to draw and difſtil| from the ſweete 
and melting ſpirits of thoſe truly noble Ones, who know the 
waics of God,and love his Majeſtte 2 Hence 1t was,that Cor- 


nelis upon the very firſt ſight. of Peter, conſidering} that hee | | 


was a qualified perſon, ſentand- ſubſtituted by the Lord for 
the further and fuller unfolding unto him the ſecrets of ſal: 
vation,and myſteries of heaven, was ſuddenly ftricken wich 


ie Lord his great Mafter in heaven: | 
(though he can heartily: (for ſp he ought). pray longgand la-. | 


_— 


ſuch an extraordinarie raviſhing exceſſe of admiration and | A&.16.25, 


love,that he fell downe art his feete- with tender of farre more 
then ordinarie reverence, and even ſome kind of adoration ; 
ſo that Peter was glad to raiſe and reprove him for his tranl- 


even a King, though otherwiſe not ſo goed, yer in a caſe 
of feare and danger , whemoanatcl heartto powre out 
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theſe compaſſionate teares upon'the face of the dying Pro- 
het ©'O 1yfither '; my fuhes, the Chariot of 1ſract', ana the 
| Borſemen of the ſame! "Hence it was / that the hearts'of the 
Galatians, avingtaſtedof the hidden Manna of the mytte- 
ry of grace ( whicly that great DoRor of the - Gentiles 
and. Embaſkdour! of Chriſt, thad pal'y and /plentt- | 
fully diſcovered; .and'divided/a cngft them) were care 
| ried towards Paut, with" that paſſionate fervencie of Spirit, 
| andexcellency of unexpreflable love, that zfsr had beene peſſi- 
be they woull how plucked out their ' one eyes , and have gi- 
ven them unto him, Nay, they-veceived him as an «Angel of 
Gid, yea, as (briſt Teſs, Thus thoagh carnall men-ſce and 
| ER X mo. ak 
 diſcerne no ſuch extraordinary'matrer and myſterie un holy 
Miniſters; yetthe illightned eyes and inflamed aftettions 
of hamble Chriſtians, looke upon and-reverence their per- 
ſons, as men upon whom'the Lord hath-impreſied and tam- 
ped ſome remarkable charafters'of Divinirie,: andas it were | 
ome ſparkles and degrees of Majeſtie: that ſo witly greater 
power and authoritie they may publiſh to the ſonnes of men 
the ſecrets of heaven, andwith more unreſittableneſk-and 
glory, execute that higheſt office of the Lords Embaſladours, 
Azealous (then) and ſerious cogitatioh; that a confaonable 
Minifterie is Gods ſanified Ordinance for ſaving of ſoules; 
and that godly Miniſters arethe onely men marked oat, and 
maintained by the ſupreme hand of / vo providence , for 
the mannaging obſuch heavenly buſineſk, is/a very power- 
| | full and pregnantmotive;to plane andpreferye inthe hearts 
of good men, thoughts of ſpeciall reverence,and fingularya- 
| uation that way,for the due honouring of that wa inftitu- 
r10n, and ſuch publike Agents 'of the moſt inward and'im- 


| 


| portant affaires of God ph, ny 


' 5. Many:moe are the ſpeciall and peculiar motives; 
| which adde ftrength, life, and heartinefle, to that reſpeCtive- | 
| nefle and reverence which a good man beares to godly Mi- 
| niſters, whereof the tate of unregeneration rakes no taſte or | 
| notice 3 becauſe-it is ſtarke blind in the ſecret and ſacred 
my iteries of grace;and naturally uncapable, and uncompre- 


henfive 


| 
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| the devils kingdome about his cares, and to put ſcoffing 1/- 
| aels, and Satans fwaggering reyellers out of heart and hu- 
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henſive of the wiſdome and wayes of God,in guiding a bleſ(- 
{ed ſouleto its endleſle reft. They are ſuch as theſe : 1. By 
their owne experimental skill, and out of the principles of 
practicall divinitie, they are able to ſpeake in ſome meaſure, 
{caſonably and contortably to lus heart, perplexed and vext 
with colts and hinderances 1n lus way to heaven, as with 
{pirituall deſertions, uncouth importunate tentations, hor- | 
rour for ſome relapſe, want of preſent feeling Gods favour; 

with doubts abaur the foundnefle of his ſpirituall ſtate, blaſ- 

phemous 1nj:&tons of Satan, uncheercfulneſſeat godly ex- 
erciſes, dulneſle in Prayer, tearefalneſlz of a trembling and | 
tender conſcience, and other ſuch diſtresfull agonies and ac- 
cidents, often and ordinary incident to ſanctified ſoules ; | 


with which uacegenerate men are uncxercifed , and unholy þ 


Miniſters unacquainted. Helpe and comfort in which caſes, 
doth infinitely 1ndecre the panting and perplexed ſoule to 
that One of a thou/and, which happily hath refreſhing balme | 
in a readineſl for ſuch ſpiricuall bruiſes, and can ſeafonabl 
upon ſuch occafions , declare unto man his rieleeauneſs, 
2. By the powertull and prevailing executions of their Mi- 
niſteriall authoritie and charge, they mightily contradit 
and oppoſe all oppelitions to grace, the prophanneſle, igno- 
rance and popiſhneſle of that people and place where they 
are1mployed; doetheir utmott to batter iand beate downe 


mour: which doth paſſiagly pleaſe that humble foule, which | 
is truely vexed with the domineering impieties and wilfull 
damnations of _ ſinfall — xa agg whom hee 
lives. 3. By the bleſſings ot n their painefull 1a- 
bours 1n the Miniltery. chew many 255i happily increaſe the 
number, inflame the zeale, animate the ales and 1n- | 
ſpire continually with freſh heart and life, the communion 


of godly Chriſtians about them: whereby the glory of God, | 
ood caules, the beſt men, and godly exerciſes, are kept on | 


oote and flouriſh. Which glorious viſible effeRts of their 
conſcience and faithfulnefle, doe create and enkindle in the } 
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 fanftified afteQtions of a true-hearted Nathanae!, a great 
| deale and incomparable more love,rejoycing,and found con- 
tentment,thenthe deareſt earthly delight,or greateſt world- 
ly comfort can poſſibly. Eſpecially,fith where un-preaching 
and unfaithfull Miniſters are, hee ſees and obſerves all holy 
ſervices ordinarily to run into mine & diſgrace; and in ſtead 
thereof erected (and in rage) both an accurſed dominion of 
1gnorance and prophannefle, and a concurrent perſecution of 
linceritie and grace. 4. Nay, am perſwaded, were there no 0- 
ther mortivear all, this very one conceit and conſideration, 
that the want and withdrawing of his prayers, afteStionate- 
neſle,and reſpeCt ; may be a meanes to weaken and leflen un- 
to him the power and profitableneſle of his Miniſtery, would 
bee ſufficient and ftrong enough to make a good man reve- 
rence and love a godly Minifter withal his heart, W here(by 
the way;)take notice ; that a mans prayer-full reverence, or 
ophane neglect of Gods meſſengers, may juſtly towards 

um,ecither inlarge or ſtraiten their gifts,utterance,and other 
Miniſter:all bleſſings for his greater profit or more diſcotort, 
|  Nowianthelaſt place : conſider a contrary conitancie,and 
rather, confirmation of reverence ina chriſtian heart to Gods 
faithfulleſt meſſengers m thoſe caſes: wherein I cold you be- 
fore, the former reſpe6t of the formall hypocrite is ordinari- 
ly diflodged and turned into heart-rifing. - 
| Firſt, forthe point of prefſing the Law, and preaching 
B 

judgement. 
| 1, Gods Child feeling himſelfe everlaſtingly acquit, freed, 
and protetted by the bloud and mediation of the Lambe, 
| from the terrourof Gods Tribunall, and from the curſe and 
poyſonofall the judgements in his Booke z can heare and di- 
| geſt from a Son of thunder, the moR terrible denunciations 
of damnation and death againſt 1mpietie and 1mpenitency, 
with a pleaſed and joyfull patience, with an humble and 

holy tryumph, His cogitation and fore-thoughts of his 
| &flolution, lying in the grave, curſes of the un Gods 
 Iudgement ſeate, that laſt and dreadfull Day;of hell, damnas | 
tion, and thoſe endlefle flames are not mingled _ _ 
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ſ:rvile apprehenfions of flaviſh horrour,as are wontto keepe | 


{enſuall men and ſonnes of pleaſure in a perpetuall wotll | Hzb.z.15, 


(laverie,and to plunge them 1nto many hits of 1mpattencae, | 
for being {o tormented before their time. | 


2, The diſcovery and denunciation of Gods wrath and | 
| juſt indignation againſt fine, is wont to beger in fanctifed | 


hearts, an increaſe both of hambleneſle,bruiſednefle,broken- 
heartedneſk,fpringing from a conlideration of the curſed- 
neſle of their naturall tate, and damnableneſle of their dayes 
of vanitie:and alſo of thankefulneſle ariling cut of aſenle of 
their glorious deliverance, & enlargement trom the anger of 
God,and all thoſe curſed conſequents and confulions which 
naturally grow thegce. The former whereof makes way for | 
a great deale of inward peace,{pirituall joy,more familzarity 

with God,further revelation ot heavenly ſecrets, and a com= 

fortable growth, and kindly enjoyment of all graces, &c.For | 
the lowelt mind 1s ever highett in Gods Bookes: The hum- | 
bleſt heart hath ever the greatelit ſhare, and taſtes the moſt 
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{weetnes in the comforts of godlines,and the fayour of God. | 


The other doth powerfully draw on the continuance and ad- 


dition of Gods bleſſings 1n great abundance and varietie.For 
areverent acknowledgement, and hearty thankefulneſle for | 


gracereceived(as withnobly minded men,ſ{o infinitely more 
with the moſt mercifull God):s a right powerfull meanes & 
ſtreng motive to keepe him gracious {till ; and both to in- 
large and ſweeten the comfortable current of his compaſli- 


ons and bountie towards us. Conſciouſnefle and ſenſe of | 


which worthy efte&s, no marvell though 1t make the ſhar- | 
peſt edge of the Sword of the Spirit, ſeaſonably applyed, | 
welcome to a well ſpiritually-tempered ſoule. 

3. Itis the propertie of true-hearted Profeſſours, not to 
live and lie in ary knowne finne, with purpoſe, pleaſure,and 
perſeverance ; but upon the diſcovery of every corruption 
or unlawfull courſe, to bee glad and ready to bee rid by the 


bloud of Chriſt and mortifying grace, out of Satans 1nvi- 


—— 


lible tyranny, evenin that particular alſo :. and alſo to carry 
in their hearts an habituall, ſerled, and cheerefull reſolution 
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to pleaſe God 1n all things. And therfore ifany more ſearch- 
ing Sermon, piercing point diſcloſe unto them ſome new 
depth ar ſnare of Satan, un-noted frailtie, unacknowledged 
corruption, diſtempered paſſion, or crooked by-path ; the 
omiſfion of ſome durie, or ſome intermiſſton of the exerciſe 
of grace, whereof they did not formerlyzake notice, or have 
beene ſo ſenſiblezrhey are ſo farre from returning ſecret ma- 
lice, or open miſchiefe for ſo holy a meſlage,that they depart 
home more joyfully and contentedly ; bleſſing that happy 
hand which came ſo home unto their heartsz and heartily 
prailing God for that man of God, by whoſe Miniſteric hee 
hath enlarged their knowledge to the underſtanding of ſome 
new needetull dutie , or enlightned thew conſciences to the 
diſcovery of ſome lurking cloſe infirmitie ; by performing 
the one, or mortifying the other,they may happily hope and 
expet for afterwards, to purchaſe more comfort to their 
hearts , more peace to their conſ{ciences, more boldnefle 111 
cheir waies,more cheerefulneſle in the exerciſcs of Religion, 
more familiarity with God,and encreaſement of graces. For 
the more exaR and univerſall wee are in the workes of mor- 
tification, and waies of new obedience; the more fully and 
feelingly ſhal we taſte and partake of the pleaſures of grace, 
comforts of godlineſſe, and neerer acquaintance with the 
Lord of heaven. | 
4 Chriſtians deſire to preſerve their ſoules in paritie and 


peacezand therefore are well pleaſed to haue the cleere Cry- 


ſtall of the Moral Law the oftner preſented to the ete of their 
underſtandings, by the powerfull hand of a conſcionable 
Teacher; that upon the diſcoverie and repreſentation , they 
may labour to have their ſpots,pollutions, and ſpirituall de- 
formities waſhed away , by the ſole Seule-faving bloud of 
Chrift, and teares of unfained repentance:and ſo make them 
appeare both more amiable and lovely to the mercitull eye 
of God, and more peacefull and comfortable to the ſight and 
cenſure of their owne conſciences. | 


5 Seaſonable and ſerions ponderations upon the puritie 


and exatneſſe of Gods commandements, put into them by 
| preaching 


_ 


A Diſcourſe of true happineſ[e. 
preaching the Law, and application of the ſtraight line of | 
Gods righteous Iudgements, to the irregularities of their | 
crooked lives, are very powertull meanes to caſt Chriftians | 
with lowlieſt proftration of heart even into the duft, and | 
holy deteſtation of themſelves, which 1s their higheſt hap. | 
pineſle upon earth; for it drawes the glorious Majeſtie of | 
Heaven, with a neerer and more contented reſidence into | 
their humbled ſoules,and makes them partakers of that thrice | 


precious promile : E/ay 57. 17. Thr ſaith hee, that is high ' 


and excellent , he that inhabiteth etermtie, whoſe name is the | 


Holy One : I dwell in the high and holy place : with him al/o | 
that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit , to revive the ſpirit of | 


the humble, ana to give life to them that ars of a contrite | 


| heart. 


6 Gods children are not woont to beare with, or allow | 
themſelves in the breach of any Commandement:and there- | 
tore come untothe Minifterte of the word, wath {ornelizes re- | 
ſolution, ready to liſten with reverence and contentment : 
and to ſubmit with ſinceritte and truth unto all things com- | 
manded them from God by his Meſlenger. They are willing | 
to have the whole will and counſell of God revealed unto | 
them, whether it appeare in the revelation of his juft wrath. 
againſt finne ; whereby they may bee kept in aweand ten- | 
derneſle of conſcience, in an holy feare and obedience unto | 
him : or in-the comfortable diſpenſation of grace and pars | 
don to true Penitents, and the humble-hearted ; whereby | 
they pofleſle their ſoules in peace and patience, un defpite of 
the utmolt rage both of all earthly and 1nternall powers and ;} 
Oppoſitions. They are as well content to have their hearts. | 
ſometimes ſoundly and-fearchingly ript up, and anatami- | 
zed by the Sword of the Spiriz : as to have their conſeiences.! 
refreſhed with the bloud of the Lambe, oriently ftreaming | 
thorow the promiſes of falvation and life. But tis not fo | 
with the wicked : their heartlefle afte&ions towards the | 
progening and pjontiling of the W ord,are ſtill mingled with | 

ecret exceptioflS againit ſome points, and ſenfuall referva-. 


tions of tome finfull haunts. There is ever one commande- ' 


ment. 
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| ment or ether , whichthey would not willingly have ex- | 
| pounded, or be urged with the righteous judgements there- | 
| of. There 1s ſome linne or other, againſt which they would | 
| gladly finde nocurlſe in the Booke of God, no trial! at his 
' Iribunall, no flames 1n that fiery Lake. They are paſſingly 
| pleaſed with diſcourſes of mercies, pardons, and compaik=- 
| 0ns, though they have nopart1in them; and thill cry our for 
| the Cordials of the Goſpel: but they will not poſlibly en- 
' dure the Corrolives of the Law hrit'ro conſume and morti- 
| he their corrupt fleſh, or ſuffer withpirience the ſeverttie of 
| judgements and divine vengeance for tinne, to bee charged 
; upon their guiltie con{ciences, And no marvell, tor jndeede 
| by a ſecret confciouſneſſe they finde themſelves liable to all 
| thole tearefull horrours. Herod was conformable 1n many 
| things, and well enough content to heare ob» Bapr:/? 1n 0- 
ther points : but when he laid the edge of the {zventii Com- 
mandement to his falſe and luſttull heart, cur 1s very gall, 
which ſhould have cured his guiltinefle. And becauſerhar ho- 
ly man laboured1o faithfully with the {word of the ſpirit to 
cut aſunder the cart-rope of 1n1quitie, which as yet kept him 
faſt bound under the bondage of Hell, hee cut off his head. 
Had Pax! addreft and applied himſelfe to the humour of Fe- 
lix and Druſilla,and (as they expected) entertained the time, 
and pleaſed their eares with a generall plautible diſcourſe, 
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_ | andthepleafing newes ofthe paſſions and rich purchaſes of 


| Chriſt,by his late unvaluable bloudſhed;they had heard him 
(no doubt) with great delight and greedinefle, & bin extra- 
ordinarily raviſht with the powerful ſweetneſle of his ſacred 
eloquence. But when that carnall couple of prophane great 
| Ones perceived once, that that good man went ſo preciſely 
| to work, & with ſuch ſtrange unexpeGted reſolution {truck 
| preſently home into the very heart of their darling pleaſures 
| by oppoling purpoſely and particularly , a PR territy- 
| ing Sermon of r1ghteouſneſſe, temperance, andthe juagement to 
| come, againſt their covetous, luſttull, and cageleſlc humours, 
| he was preſently ſilenced and ſent to priſon. 


Thus, and for ſuch cauſes as theſe, preaching the Law, and - 
. ſeaſonable 
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| finne, is ever welcome to the calme and compoſedaffections 
| of fanftified men, and increaſeth in them ettimation , reve- 
| rence,and love towards godly Miniſters tor their reſolution, 
faithfulneſſe and unreſervedneſlc 1n that regard : whereas or- 
dinarily it begets 1n unregenerate hearts, much unhallowed 
heate,rage, and paſſionate diftempers;which too often break 
out into thunder and lightning, ſtormes and tempelts againſt 
lohn Baptiſt, AMichaiah, and thoſe other Ones of a thouſand 
| of that noble and reſolute ranke. 

Secondly, 1n the other Caſe, wherein ordinarily the for- 
mall Hypocrites reverence to reverend Miniſters , 1s turned 
| 11to heart-riling ; which 15 upon the particular diſcoverte, 
and reſtlefle purſuite of his boſome tinne, by the light of the 
W ord,and terrors of the Law, (as Itold you largely before) 
I ſay, in this Caſe,conceive thas of the Chriſtian : 

The finne of his boſome, before hee was converted, made 
the greateſt breach and deepeſt gaſh into his conſcience : in 
the travell of his new birth,it colt him the moſt teares, ſoreft 
pangs, and heavieſt groanes;fince, 1t hath come upon him, to 
the great griefe of his heart, wich the moſt powerful afkults, 
and cunningelt mtinuations tor re-entrie and repoſſeſſion 
and hee well knowes,, that upon relapſe into ſome old, or 
ſurprize with ſome new finne , 1t would returne into his re- 
membrance, wath apparitions of extraordinary horrour and 
ſings of feare; and will if the Lord 1m his laſt ficknefle (for 
triall, example, or ſome other ſecret end, ſeene and ſeeming 
good unto his holy wiſedome) ſuffer him 70 poſſeſſe the int- 
quities of his youth , ftare his affrighted conſcience in the 
face with moſt grizly formes and dreadfull repreſentations 
of wrath : and therefore hee apprehends , and embracerh 
greedily and with comfort, any matter or meditation from 
the Minifterie of the Word, which may any way helpe to 
terrifie, mortifie, and keep? under fuch an accurſed enemie 
to his peace, and troubler of his ſp:rituall ſtate. And be- 
ſides, hee having by che mercies of God, mortifying grace, 
and power of Chriſts bloud, eſcaped the vengeance, —_ 

| he 
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the head, and broke the heart of it; can heare it purſued and 
payed home with denunciations of thoſe juſt plagues and 
terrors, which are naturally proper thereunto, patiently,and 


| pleaſedly z even with an holy fecuritie, and fecret humble 


thanketull exultation : Whereas 1t15 ordinary with unrege- 
nerate men, to bee tranſported with extraordinarte paſſion 
and impatiency, eſpecially at the particular diſcoverie and 
damnation of their Darling delight. Herod gave eare with 
reaſonable moderation to other reprehentions; but when 
the Bapriſt cenſured witha ſacred ſeveritie his ſweete finne 
ot luſttull pleaſures, hee grew ſoprodigiouſly mad, that hee 

choked his owne ſoule with the bloud of chat bleſſed 


| man, 


Thirdly, concerning points and perſwaſions that prefle 
molt, and ſtirre up principally to an holy preciſencile, excel- 
lencie of zeale,beſt improvement of their graces, &c. 

Gods children are ſweetly and gracioutly covetous in ſuch 
caſes. The beſt men carry 1n their hearts the higheſt mea- 
lure of an holy indignation againftthemelves, and deepeſt 


| deteſtation of their owne Corruptions , 1mpertections, and 
aberrations, from the will of God and way of life : and 
' their ſantified affetions are molt enflamed with unweart- 

ed deſires, and re{tleſſe aſpirations after new increaſement 
; full, and freſh additions of grace, after a ſtronger fauth, 
' more zeale, greater comfort, fincerer ſervices, neerer fim1- 
\laritie with God, &c, Hence it 15,that the holieſt Cri: |... ans 
complaine moſt of their unworthineſle and ſpirituall inſuf- 
kciencies; of their dulneſſe in Prayer, naughtineſle of heart, 
ſcantinefle of godly ſorrow, uncheerefulneſſe at religious 
exerciſes, unprofitableneſſe by the Miniſterte, unheavenlines 
of their thoughts, failings in their obedience, and ſuch vex- 
ing infirmities ever ſooneſt diſcovered, and moiſt bewailed 


by the moſt illightned and tendereſt conſciences : and that 
allo for the moſt part they never meete God in priv?te upon 
their knees, but their hearts burne within them wi. ..nut- 
terable longings and pantings, at the leaft, for ſupplies and 


| abilities, ro doe unto their deare Redeemer, the bett and = 
mo 
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moſt ſervice they can poſſibly ; that they may looke him in 
the face with more comfort, when they ſhall come to his 
Tribunall. The performances of Gods children by the grace 
of God, are many, their endeavours more z but their dehires 
endleſſe,and never fatisfied with their meafure of obedience. 


Whereupon it followes, that upon the opening of any | 


freſh fountaine , by a ſearching Miniſterie, of diviner do- 
Qrines, exaCter points, and more holy preciſenefle for pra- | 
Rice of ſanRification, & further perfection in Chriftiamty, 
their hearts are woont to bee comfortably inlarged, and ro 
drinke heartily. They are many times 1n cheir retired con- 
templations much grieved, and very gy with them- 
{clves, that their mercifull God ſhould bee ſo endlefly and 
immeaſurably kinde and compaſſionate unto them, W ormes 
and no men zand yet they ſo cold, cowardly, and heartleſſe, 
in thankefull retributions of ſervices and obediences toſo 
glorious a Majeſtie : and therefore are well enough pleaſed 
with the preſſing of quickning Scriptures ; that thereby they 
may get more ſpirituall life into their hearts, more heate 1n- 
to their zeale, comfort into their conſciences, and by the 
mercies of God , more maſſineſſe and glory unto their 
Crownes of immortalitie. But luke-warme Profeflours have 
not ſe much as an hearry deſire to be more hot in Religion; 
and are often much yexed to heare itplainely prooved 
unto their faces and falſe hearts, that without 
more forwardnefle and zeale, they ſhall 
never be ſaved, or ee the face 
of God, _ 
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